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The Church Is a People!
When I was in my teens, I basically had two after-school activities: church youth
group and babysitting. I did the two so much that sometimes I went right from
one to the other. One day a mom returned home only to drive me right to
church, her kids in the back seat.

The church is not a
building, the church
is not a steeple, the
church is not a
resting place, the
church is a people…
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I was headed to a lock-in – one of those activities church youth groups used
to do when we would eat pizza and watch movies at church all night. I
noticed that Andrew, the four-year-old boy I had been watching, kept
looking anxiously toward the backseat of the car at my luggage. He saw my
overnight bag, my sleeping bag and pillow. He asked me where I was going.
“To church!” I said.
To which he anxiously replied, “But the church is not a resting place!”
Andrew, of course was right about my need for a sleeping bag and pillow.
We never slept at lock-ins! But the children’s song, We Are the Church,
had steered him right about the church in a different way. The church is
never a resting place even when people are sleeping there. The church is meant to be active.
This is Redeemer’s story too. While the church might not be just a building or a steeple, the church
building enables us to do so much good work.
During a weekday, you might find a committee meeting, bulletins being created, Bible studies taking
place, and musicians practicing. In the evenings, a group of teens might be studying the Catechism, a
band might be playing, an AA Group might be meeting, a person might be receiving pastoral council.
On the weekends, there’s worship on Sunday and, during the summer, PADS on Saturday evening
and Sunday mornings. And all through the year, different people come and go to worship, to learn, to
make music and art, to sing, to pray, and to make a difference in their lives and in the lives of others.
Redeemer Lutheran Church is a busy place!
This is why we have been working so hard on this Capital Campaign to Renew Redeemer. Children’s
song aside, know that without this space, it would be difficult, if not impossible, for us to do the
ministry we have been called to do. In whose home could we fit 200 people for worship? In whose
basement could 50 homeless men, women, and children sleep? We need this space, and we use it
well.
We have been blessed to have a well-maintained building to use all these years. Past generations have
insured that we have a comfortable and safe place to worship and meet. We are inspired by their
legacy. As we near our 100th year of ministry in Hinsdale, we have not been willing to sit on our
laurels.
We are active. Planning, envisioning, and imagining making a difference in this space, with this
place, so that we can live Christ’s call for the next 30 years and beyond.
As I write this, I don’t know where our final numbers will be. Whether we will raise $800K, $1M,
$1.2M, $1.4M or more, I am proud of how you, dear Redeemer Members, have shown you are not
asleep. You know that “the church is a people.” You are that people.
You are the people who are making it possible to renew this place. Your work on committees, your
ability to execute the labor, your generous financial gifts, your prayers and support; they all make
Renewing Redeemer possible. Because of your generosity, our church will be a better space where
people will continue to be energized and renewed themselves. You are making a difference already.
Your gifts will make a difference for years to come.
Thank you. And thanks be to God through whom all of this (and all things) are possible.
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah
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Living Christ’s Call – Imagine the Difference
Last week, at the conclusion of our “Living Christ’s Call – Imagine the Difference” Capital Campaign,
we asked the congregation to bring pledges and gifts for the Renewing Redeemer Renovation project.
Over 80 families took part offering gifts and pledges of almost $1,050,000! Along with
the leadership of Redeemer, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for your generosity and commitment
to this project. Thank you!
The total cost of the Renewing Redeemer Renovation as planned is $1.4M. Though we have not yet
achieved this fundraising goal, Redeemer’s leadership feels that we can go ahead with the full scope
of the project. Members continue to make pledges. Additional gifts are coming in. (If you have not yet
given or pledged, please consider doing so!) Redeemer’s Finance Team has identified existing
memorial and other restricted funds that can be responsibly utilized. Some members have indicated
they intend to give new gifts as their financial situations become clearer. For these reasons,
Redeemer’s leaders feel confident that we can achieve the full projected cost of the renovation
without taking on long term debt.
On Sunday, May 20 at 9:45am, we will have our regular Congregational Meeting where,
in addition to our regular business, we will have two votes on the Renewing Redeemer
Renovation Project.
Our first vote will be whether or not we should go forward with
Renewing Redeemer as it has been presented to the
congregation. Our second vote will be whether or not we should
borrow money from Redeemer’s Covenant Endowment Fund to
cover building expenses as pledges come in. Absentee ballots will
be made available, and those votes will be accepted according to
the bylaws of Redeemer’s Constitution. If you would like an
absentee ballot, please see Cindy in the church office.
Two adult forums will be held offering more detailed and up to
date information. We hope you will take advantage of these
opportunities, particularly if you have questions or concerns
about this project.
On Sunday, May 6 at 9:45am, the Renewing Redeemer Team
will present the latest and most detailed information about the
current renovation scope and design. Then on Sunday, May 13 at 9:45am, the Finance and
Endowment Teams will present detailed information on potential financing for the project.
We think it is important to have a vote on Renewing Redeemer at this point in our efforts, so that you
can be confident we will be renovating our church. But also know that this will not be the only time
information will be brought to the congregation as a whole. As pledges and gifts continue to come in,
as plans are finalized, as we have actual bids on the project, as time for financing becomes closer,
various teams will offer more information. If there is a major scope change we would bring it to the
whole congregation for a vote.
Once again, thank you for all you have done to get us to this point in our Renewing Redeemer
Renovation Project. What a wonderful expression of Living Christ’s Call your generosity has been!
Now we begin to move from Imagining the Difference to seeing it lived out in our midst!
—Pastor Katie Hines-Shah
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Capital Campaign Committee Report
Generosity & Gratitude

As I write this newsletter article, my heart is filled with gratitude at the
generosity of Redeemer members. In a matter of a few weeks, we have
raised gifts and pledges in the amount of $1,036,000 to support the
Renewing Redeemer Capital Campaign! This is a wonderful result and
something we should be proud to have achieved! Additionally,
working with the Finance Committee, we have identified $125,000 in
memorial and building funds on our balance sheet, which will be
applied to this campaign, bringing our total identified funding to
$1,161,000 or 83% of our goal!
I am confident we will find the remaining $240,000 needed to fund the
Redeemer renovation project. Past experience suggests there are still
pledges to be received, plus some families have indicated they plan to provide
additional support for this project in 2019 and 2020.
On Sunday, May 20, we will hold a congregational meeting to approve proceeding with the Renewing
Redeemer project. During this next phase, design, drawings and specifications will be finalized
leading to receiving and approving final bids. Up to $50,000 will be spent through October 2018,
when we will have our final congregational meeting prior to beginning construction.
If you would like to know more about this project and how we are handling funding, please join us at
the 9:45am Adult Forum on Sundays, May 6 and 13. Specifically on May 6, the Renewing Redeemer
Committee will update thinking on renovations based on work with our architect, and on May 13, the
Finance Committee will discuss plans on investing monies raised and thinking on how to support
bridge loans during the construction.
We are delivering on our campaign theme of Living Christ’s Call and renovating our building to
Make a Difference for all who participate in our ministry, community outreach and mission
activities and for those yet to come! Thanks be to God for having such a wonderful church family!
Kris Malkoski
Capital Campaign Committee Chairperson

Renewing Redeemer Committee Update
The Renewing Redeemer Committee thanks the Capital Campaign Committee and Kris Malkoski for
an innovative and engaging month of inspiration and thought in support of the renovation of our
building, which culminated with a joyful gathering at Casa Margarita on the afternoon of Sunday,
April 29. The Renewing Redeemer Committee continues with the schematic design process. The
concept board renderings on display in the narthex represent the consensus view of the committee,
depicting the designs to date. A Fellowship Hall rendering is now completed for review. Commentary
is welcome. The committee is also developing criteria to guide the selection of a general contractor
for our project. The early involvement of a general contractor in the design development phase will
facilitate the preparation of accurate budgets and the selection of reliable subcontractors.
The Renewing of Redeemer is another milestone in the history of Redeemer, which continues to be
written.
—Tom Bothen, Committee Chair
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New Song
What is the Music and Worship Committee?

You’ve heard much about giving in the past month. You’ve also heard really wonderful stories of what
Redeemer means to its members. You’ve heard different perspectives and about different programs
and missions of the church. The piece that regularly unites us all though, is our worship together. You
might think that the people you see in front on Sunday morning do all the work, but there are many
more volunteers who give of their time and effort to make things run smoothly.
There’s a group that meets approximately once a month with the purpose of planning our worship
and music. No, I do not do this all alone! We talk about how worship is going, and what we would like
to do for the future. As a high holy season approaches, we plan out what needs to happen when, and
who is going to do it. After each season, we take time to collect our thoughts and reactions to what we
have just been through. Were we distracted by a crooked candle? Did the music feel appropriate for
the season? What did we hear from other members in attendance? From there we begin planning
the next season. It is always our goal to let the Holy Spirit lead in our planning and not to “drop the
ball” on our responsibilities along the way. We bathe each meeting in prayer. The committee
comprises of several committee chairs and at-large or representative members (it’s nice to have
someone from all the music groups present and others who are generally interested in how worship is
planned). These are the sub-committees of the Music and Worship Committee and a little about what
they do:
Altar Guild (Bruce Forbush, president)
Takes care of all the things that are on the altar! This includes preparing communion ahead of
time, making sure candles are ready, setting out the correct paraments for the season, and
cleaning up after each service.
Worship Assistants (Bob and Pam Johnson, coordinators)
Members can participate in leading worship by reading the scripture, being a communion
assistant, or being the assisting minister. There is a small amount of training to learn how to
do these jobs, and several experienced members who are willing to help you learn.
Acolytes (Kate Howell, coordinator)
Students (generally in 6th – 8th graders) are invited to participate in leading worship as an
acolyte.
Ushers (Bob Rusthoven, chair)
Who do you first see when you walk towards the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings? This is an
especially important question for visitors, who might not know anyone or where to go. Our
ushers greet folks as they enter the worship space and hand out bulletins. Ushers collect the
offering and also invite the congregation in an orderly fashion to communion.
Worship and the Arts (currently without a coordinator!)
Have you noticed our worship space changes from one season to the next? The Worship and
the Arts team is tasked with finding ways to meaningfully set the space for us. We consider
the liturgical colors and the themes of the season and wonder what will help draw people into
deeper understanding and more meaningful worship. We need creatives to come up with
ideas, skillful artists to execute the ideas, and busy bees to put everything in place at
particular times. Most importantly, this group needs a coordinator to help convene all its
members at the appropriate times.
If any of these “jobs” pique your interest, please be in touch with either me or the coordinator of the
group. We’d love to have many more participate in this vital part of our life together as a church.
Peace,
Heike
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Wednesday Evening Worship
We look forward to a few more weeks of Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen and hearing from
members who will share their stories about Imagining the Difference.
Scattered throughout the summer, we will get to hear the full Faith Statements from our brand-new
confirmands. Watch your weekly emails to see who will be sharing each week.
As usual, we will share Holy Communion each Wednesday at this half-hour service at 7pm.

Music at Redeemer Concerts
Houndstooth Quartet
Wednesday, June 20 at 7:30pm
This Chicago-based string quartet will present a range of
works for quartet from classical to modern. Watch for details
about a pot-luck supper that night before worship and then
stay for the concert after worship!

Summer Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:00am
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Begins Memorial Day Weekend: Sunday, May 27
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Youth & Family Ministries
Confirmation

Sunday, May 6 at 11:00am
Eight students will be confirmed at the 11:00am service on
Sunday, May 6. Join us as we celebrate their affirmation of
the promises that were made at their baptisms. There will
be a Confirmation Reception following the 11:00am
service. Students being confirmed are: Colette Conway,
Grant Howell, Matthew Hughes, Cole Korfist, Meredith
Lee, Jack Levine, Cody McKay, and Evan Metzler.

Sunday School Celebration
Sunday, May 20 at 11:00am

We will recognize and celebrate our Sunday School
teachers and Confirmation Guides for the time and care
they have put towards our children and students over the
past year. Join us on Sunday, May 20, at 11:00am worship.

Graduate Sunday — June 3

Calling all Graduates (High School, Collegiate, and PostGrad)! We are so proud of the work that you have put in to
graduate at your respective levels of academia. We wish to
honor and celebrate your accomplishment! Families,
please contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org to share with
us: A.) where your student is graduating from, and B.) your
student’s plans for post-graduation (college, trade school,
work force, service or missions, military etc.). We look
forward to recognizing you on Sunday, June 3!

Sunday Custodians Needed

Redeemer Lutheran Church is looking for two High School aged
Sunday Custodians. Students who wish to learn more
information about the work they would be doing and about how
they can apply should contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org.

Senior Luncheon
Thursday, May 24 at noon

All Senior Adults are invited to participate in the Senior Luncheon
on Thursday, May 24 at noon at Redeemer! Lunch will be catered
by Portillo’s, with an Italian Combo Sandwich, a Chopped Salad,
and a dessert! Please RSVP to tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org by
Sunday, May 20 so that all arrangements may be made. If you
have any special dietary restrictions, please let Tyler know so that
an alternative meal can be placed. Bring your hunger (for food and
fellowship) as we imagine what the future of our Senior Ministries
can look like together!

Vacation Bible School
June 11-15
1:00-3:30pm

Send your kids on an impactful
island adventure this summer! At
Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover
how Jesus rescues us through life’s
storms. Shipwrecked is filled with
incredible Bible-learning
experiences kids see, hear, touch,
and even taste! We’ll help kids
discover how to see evidence of God
in everyday life! Registration is now
open on our website:
www.redeemerhinsdale.org The
first 20 families who register their
child will receive a Shipwrecked
VBS CD of all of the songs that will
be sung during Vacation Bible
School this year! The cost is $35 per
child. Please contact
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org if you
have any questions!
Parents: middle school students can
register (for free!) to be crew and
station leaders, as well! We’re
looking forward to seeing you this
summer at Shipwrecked VBS!
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Easter Activities
April 1, 2018

The Easter Breakfast Fundraiser between services raised $852.00 for students planning to travel to
the National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas this summer! Around 40 children participated in
the Easter Egg Hunt this year, collecting over 250 eggs!

New Members Received
We welcomed nine new members to the Redeemer community on April 8, including Judy & Steve
Taillie, George Silvas, Nicole Farias, Carrie Delzer James, Cathy Barnes, and Tyler, Kelly, and Camilla
Parks. We also welcomed associate members Leslie and Elizabeth, Evan, and Jacob Hunter! We are
so excited for the continual growth of the Redeemer community!

Voting Members Wanted
Metro Chicago Synod Assembly
June 8 and 9; Tinley Park, IL

Annually ELCA Lutherans from the Metro
Chicago Area gather for an annual assembly. The
theme of this year’s assembly was A New Heaven
and a New Earth. We will hear from our Bishop,
Wayne Miller, as well as keynote speaker Darrell
R. Gordon, former starting outside linebacker on
the 1988 National Championship Notre Dame Football Team. Mr. Gordon currently serves as the
CHO/President at Wernle Youth & Family Treatment Center, a nationally recognized residential
treatment facility serving severly neglected and abused youth primary in Indiana and Ohio. There
will also be workshops and the opportunity to consider resolutions, our synod budget, and to vote for
representatives for our national gathering.
Redeemer can take up to three voting members along with Pr. Katie. If you would like to attend,
please let Pr. Katie know as soon as possible. This is a great way to meet other Lutherans in our area
and to learn more about the broader work of the church.
!9
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Lucille Resale Pickup
Sunday, May 20: 8:15-11:15am (Redeemer Parking Lot)
Spring cleaning? Please save your donations of men's and women's clothing,
small furniture, jewelry, housewares and home decor, accessories and
books. Thanks, but no children's clothing, mattresses, car seats, cribs, high
chairs, or items damaged or with missing pieces.

All profits from the Lucille Resale support Holy Family School and youth
programs from low-income communities on Chicago's West Side. Holy
Family continues to be one of Redeemer's mission partners. Thank you in
advance for your donations. —Mission Outreach

Coming Soon from Mission Outreach
August will be our annual food drive for the Hinsdale Community Service Food Pantry.

Faithful Gardeners
Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners will start the new season Saturday, May 12. They meet every second
Saturday from May thru October (Saturdays, June 9 and July 14). Starting at 8:00am, the team
works for about an hour. Everyone is welcome to take part in keeping our gardens welcoming, neat,
and colorful. If you cannot come on Saturdays, you can be assigned a section of garden that you can
take care of on your own time; a fun activity for family, friends, or a committee — take charge of a
small garden section. Responsibilities include: light weeding, some planting, trash pick up, and
watering, if needed. The rain date is always the following Saturday. Please join our cheerful
fellowship group to keep our gardens beautiful. Many hands make light work! Contact Connie
Bothen (ckbothen@aol.com) for more information.

Death in the Church Family
Susan Jane Geiersbach
Susan Jane Geiersbach, nee Peterson, age 76; loving parent, with former
husband Al Geiersbach, of Rik (Carolyn Burger) and Pepper Geiersbach; dear
grandmother of Katrina, Annika, and William Geiersbach, and Delaney and
Ian Geiersbach; fond cousin and friend of many. Services will be held on
Saturday, May 12 at 11:00am at Redeemer. Luncheon to follow at Ruth Lake
Country Club; 6200 S. Madison Street, Hinsdale, IL. Born in Buffalo,
Minnesota, Susan was a longtime resident of Hinsdale, first moving to the
area in 1965. Susan was a parishioner at Redeemer for over fifty years –
serving many roles - Sunday School teacher, choir member, Altar Guild, and many more. Her
children and several grandchildren were baptized and confirmed at Redeemer. he spent a career in
nursing, most recently as a hospice nurse. She loved travel both domestic and international. A
devotee of the theater and live music she liked nothing more than time with her friends and family.
In lieu of flowers, donations to Redeemer Lutheran Church Renewal Fund, appreciated; 139 E. 1st
Street, Hinsdale, IL or www.redeemerhinsdale.org. Arrangements by Sullivan Funeral Home,
Hinsdale. 630-323-0275 or www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com.
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Farm to Table
Fresh Organic Vegetables from your Local Farm

Green Earth Institute is a certified organic vegetable farm, based out of Naperville, and we are so
excited to have Redeemer Lutheran as our newest remote pickup site! This January, we merged with
The Conservation Foundation, a local land and water conservation group whose land we have been
farming on for over 15 years. There has been a lot going on around here since the merger, and we are
working hard to create an excellent farm experience that promotes land conservation, environmental
sustainability, and nutritional health! Green Earth Institute offers a CSA (community supported
agriculture) program where an individual or family purchases a share of produce from the farm for
an entire season and picks up their share of vegetables on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. You can pick
up on the farm, or now right here at Redeemer Lutheran! Nature-based summer camps for
elementary aged children are also offered every summer at the farm! We also have a plant sale
coming up on Saturday May 12th (8am to 1pm) where we will have organic seedlings and native plants
available for sale on the farm. We would love to have you come check out the farm! There will also be
tours and children’s activities, so bring the whole family! For more information on all of our
programs, please go to greenearthinstitute.org.

Zion’s Early Childhood Education Center
Members of Redeemer with Preschool Age Children

Zion Lutheran Church, on the corner of Grant and Second Streets in Hinsdale, enjoyed the
relationship our two churches shared, as we celebrated The Reformation last September together.
Now we would love to share news about our Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) with you also.
The strength of Zion’s preschool is grounded in our Christian vision for early childhood education.
Zion incorporated the Reggio approach in the design of our curriculum and the classrooms for the
ECEC, which opened in the Fall of 2005. The curriculum builds upon the interests of the children.
Projects are in-depth explorations of topics that are motivated by young children’s excitement and
curiosity. Exploration is done through observation, experimentation, books and technology. Children
represent their chosen topic through the languages of music, drama, story, construction, sculpture,
paint and drama. Our ECEC has enhanced our program by becoming a Music Together Preschool.
Music Together is a research-based program that uniquely and comprehensively nurtures early brain
development, through engaging and enjoyable activities for families.
In celebration of the Lutheran heritage we share, we would like to offer a 10% discount to Redeemer
members on our preschool tuition and on our enrichment and STEAM classes. Please call for a visit
to our center, or check us out online: http://www.zionlutheranecec.org.
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PADS at Redeemer
Celebrating Our 15th Year

As part of the DuPage PADS network, Redeemer serves as an interim overnight shelter site for the
homeless of DuPage County each Saturday night/Sunday morning from May through September. In
the months of May and September, we are often the only shelter site available. Our congregation,
neighbors and other local organizations and churches work together to support this shelter.
Redeemer will staff the shelter twice during the summer months. Please save these dates and plan to
participate in this church-wide initiative.

Saturday/Sunday June 30-July 1

SIGN UP AT http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here1

Saturday/Sunday September 1-2

SIGN UP AT http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here2
It takes nearly 40 volunteers to operate the shelter for one evening. There are many different ways to
assist for all ages. Youth can easily assist with food preparation, serving and set up if supervised by
an adult. Look for sign up genius links in the coming months to volunteer for this important mission.
If you have any questions please contact:
Valerie Lee: 630/926-6515 or valerie@ml2holdings.com
Dirk Landis: 312/953-9547 dirk.landis@gmail.com.
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Congregational Meeting
May 20, 2018 at 9:45am
Nominees for Church Council
(term commencing July 1, 2018)
Vice President/
President-elect (1 year term*)

Kris Mahon

Secretary
(1 year term)

Scott Spaniol

Treasurer
(2 year term)

Mark Rosland

At-large Member
(2 year term)

Sandy Ditewig

At-large Member
(2 year term)

Douglas McArthur

At-large Member
(2 year term)

Stephanie Seppanen

*At conclusion of term, Vice President/President-elect serves one year term as President
Church Council Members
(continuing term - one year remaining to serve)
President

Lanny Wilson

Financial Secretary

Linda Carpenter

At-large Member

Bob Rusthoven

At-large Member

Marie McGann

Nominating Committee:
Matt Antinossi
Deborah Boling
Jay D. Cimo
Paula Hillier
Ron Lindberg
Marcelle Vogel
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Thank you to….
Thanks to Kris Malkoski for creating the wonderful Redeemer video for the capital campaign.
Everyone that shared their personal stories in our Devotional Booklet!
The fantastic Capital Campaign Events team for our special coffee hours, breakfast café, and Casa
Margarita Fiesta celebration luncheon in April! The committee members are Kathy Selcke, Kris
Mahon, Jo Changelian, Cathie Floegel, Sandy Ditewig, and Lisa Graeb. The additional event helpers
were Sue Graunke, Joan Rosland, Leo Ditewig, Steve Selcke, Thomas Graeb, Randy Graeb, Grant
Howell, and Marilyn Lindberg.
Thanks to Dot & Hadley McCarthy for making our Easter Breakfast Advertisement Poster.
Thanks to Kyra, Thomas, Lisa, Randy & Ella Graeb, Judy, Paulie, Trish, & Paul Jr., Mark, Tanya,
Amanda, & Tim Rosland, AJ Mazikowski & Frank Masek for helping to put on and serve the Easter
Breakfast.
Special thanks to Trish Rosland for coordinating the Easter Breakfast and decorations!
The Nominating Committee members Matt Antinossi, Deborah Boling, Jay Dee Cimo, Paula Hillier,
Ron Lindberg, and Marcelle Vogel.
Our Wonderful Office Volunteers the week of April 23: Linda Carpenter, Sandy Ditewig, Margaret
Schlegel, and Trish Rosland.
Dirk Landis for driving ALL the Lutheran World Relief quilts to Elgin. The quilters are very grateful
for your wonderful help!
Tom Bothen, Tyler Parks, and Steve Swenson for doing the heavy lifting of moving furniture to switch
the offices of Tyler and Steve.
Valerie Lee and Dirk Landis for preparing Redeemer for PADS.
Chuck Schmidt for overseeing the installation of the new fireplace set up in the parish room.
Sue Graunke and Linda Carpenter for sorting and labeling the photo directories.
Jim Toomey for the design work on all our Capital Campaign banners.
Cathy Toomey for hanging all the Capital Campaign banners in the hallways.
Kris and John Malkoski for hanging the sanctuary banners and preparing the building for the Capital
Campaign. John Malkoski for installing the outside banners.
Dave Dover and Connie Bothen for planting the pansies in Redeemer’s gardens.
Everyone that helped prepare the church for Easter Sunday: Jane Gavran, Dave Dover, Barb & Chuck
Schmidt and their granddaughter Abby, Daina Giesler, Dirk & Mary Landis, Pat Quast, Connie
Bothen, Diane Homann, Pastor Katie, Heike Burghart Rice, and Cindy Cimo.
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All of the special music provided during Holy Week and Easter Sunday: Festival Choir, Alleluia
Ringers, Praise Band, Gargoyle Brass, and our Director of Music, Heike Burghart Rice.
Good Friday readers: Galen Banashak, Marge & Craig Chapello, Frank Masek, Nola Gustafson,
Barbara Saniie, Jo Changelian, and Tyler Parks.
Palm Sunday readers: Marcel Vogel, Will Swenson, Alex Hughes, Dick Goers, Bruce Forbush, Hallie
Steffensen, Sarah McCabe, Ethan Greenwald, Judy Rosland, Alix Charles, Tyler Parks, and Cole
Korfist.
Education Hour volunteers in April: The Renewing Redeemer Youth & Family Team – Sarah Charles,
Sarah McCabe, Bob Rusthoven, and Tyler Parks. Thank you to Will Salmon with DuPage Pads and
Bri Davis for leading our Community Outreach discussion.
April Altar Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush and Sandy Ditewig
All who helped with the Music at Redeemer Concert and reception on April 28: Steven Rice, Bruce
Forbush, Kate Howell, and the Workman Family.
Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.

Serving in May
Altar Guild
Mary Landis, Stephanie Douglas, and Sandy Ditewig
Ushers
8:30am worship: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, Steve Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde
11:00am worship: Bob Rusthoven, Joe Kinahan, Carrie Gromer
Offering Counters
Linda Carpenter, Margaret & Jim Schlegel
Coffee Hour Hosts
May 6: Confirmation Reception and Renewing Redeemer Committee
May 13: Bruce Forbush
May 20: open
May 27: open
Prayer Chain
Ann Doege

Congregational Meeting
9:45am
Sunday, May 20
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The Church and Community
This past April marked the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who popularized the notion of the “Beloved Community” —a society based on justice, equal
opportunity, and love for one’s fellow human beings. King also said “the most segregated hour of
Christian America is 11 o’clock on Sunday morning” and asked Christians to consider “Where do we
go from here?”
The Church and Community Group feels compelled to embrace King’s call to action, and as our
first step toward building our own beloved Redeemer community, we are organizing a summer
book study around the book America’s Original Sin, by Jim Wallis.
As a teenager in suburban Detroit 50 years ago, Jim Wallis left his white
church when his questions about racism were deemed too controversial.
He rediscovered his faith through his participation in the civil rights
movement. Recent incidents have brought to light the work that still
needs to be done to become Dr. King’s Beloved Community as 11 a.m.
on Sunday is still one of the most segregated hours in America. Wallis’
publisher describes the book as follows:
“Whenever divided cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end
systemic sin, faith communities can help lead the way to grassroots
change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted yet highly practical, this
book shows people of faith how they can work together to overcome the
embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross the bridge to a multiracial church and
a new America.”
Starting soon, Redeemer members will be able to sign up for this study and can participate in a
variety of ways - individually, as an already formed small group, or assigned to a new group
(including an online group). Please watch for more information in the church bulletin.
The 6-session book study will take place from June through August, which will allow for
flexibility to accommodate busy summer schedules. Detailed discussion guides will be provided.
Although you are encouraged to read the full book, the guides provide flexibility by focusing on small
excerpts from the book rather than entire chapters.
The book study will conclude in early September with a “People’s Supper” hosted by the
Church and Community group. For millennia, sharing a meal has stood as one of the things that all of
us, regardless of who we are and where we come from, have in common. We believe a group of
thoughtful people - no matter their politics, race, religions, or generation - can sit down over a shared
meal, go beneath the headlines, and understand the real stories and experiences that have shaped
who we are.
We know that it is much easier to say “we are too busy or our schedules are too hectic in the summer”
than to read, reflect, and discuss such a difficult and complex topic. Please prayerfully consider
this opportunity, however, to go outside your comfort zone. We hope to challenge one another to
experience some personal discomfort in order to reflect on how Redeemer can build on its mission to
be a Welcoming Church to All and to consider our role in creating the Beloved Community
envisioned by Dr. King.
To learn more about other Church and Community initiatives or to join our conversation, please
join us at our next meeting on Thursday, June 7th (5:00–6:30pm) in Redeemer’s Parish Room.
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey
Embrace Diversity

“We are a nation of communities…all of them varied, voluntary, and unique…a brilliant diversity
spread like stars, like a thousand points of light in a broad and peaceful sky.”
—George H. W. Bush
Every human being is beautifully and uniquely created by God – in God’s image.
We are all brothers and sisters of Jesus in God’s wonderfully diverse family.
Today, we say that we “embrace diversity” if we support the inclusion of people
who have different nationality, race, religion, sexual orientation, or
socioeconomic status than we do. When Jesus said that “Love your neighbor as
yourself” was one of the two greatest commandments, He was encouraging us to
embrace diversity. In His parable about the Good Samaritan, He expanded the
definition of neighbor to include every person created by God, without exception.

As we open our minds to the many right ways of living in the world, we will
encourage one another to embrace diversity, especially in our local
communities. During a recent walk in Downtown Chicago, it was encouraging to see a diverse group
of police with their bikes and a diverse gathering of people, harmoniously enjoying a sunny day in the
park. Hatred cannot be tolerated. Ignorance must be managed with dignity. Civil conversations
should be encouraged and cultivated. When we see ourselves as siblings in God’s family, near and far,
accepting one another as Jesus did, then there is greater motivation for doing as Jesus recommended
– love our neighbors – embrace their diversity.
John F. Kennedy pleaded that we “help make the world safe for diversity”, and
a few years later, George H. W. Bush described “a brilliant diversity” spread
throughout our country. There is a Native American saying, often quoted by
philosopher Wayne Dyer “No tree has branches so foolish as to fight among
themselves”. Brilliant diversity, heterogeneity, and uniqueness can be seen in
families, communities, and nations. We must find ways to embrace diversity
and to encourage it to flourish in a peaceful and harmonious way – like so
many branches on a healthy tree. There is great wisdom in harnessing
knowledge from a variety of sources. The whole idea behind growing heirloom
fruits and vegetables is to protect our food supply from dangerous and
vulnerable homogeneity.
In the 1st letter Paul wrote to his friends in Corinth, he encouraged them to see individuals and
communities as parts of one body – in other words, to embrace diversity. In the whole of humanity,
there are many members, yet one body of humankind. If one of us suffers, we should all, in some
way, feel the pain of the one who suffers; and if one of us is honored, we should not be jealous, but
rejoice together with the sister or brother, community or nation that is being honored.
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us endeavor to love our neighbors, near and far, so
that we have a safe world in which we can appreciate and embrace diversity.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
“As it is, there are many members, yet one body. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. “
—1 Corinthians 12: 20, 26
!1 7

MAY 2018

REDEEMER RECORD

May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
10am Bible Study
1pm Small Group
(Graeb Home)
6:30pm AA, Al Anon
7pm Finance
7pm Praise Team

2
9:30am Quilters
3pmRenewingRedeemer
5:45pmAlleluiaRingers
6pm Confirmation
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

6
7
8:30am Worship 7pm Mission
9:45am Education
11am Worship
Confirmation
12pmConf.Reception
7:30pm AA

8
10am Bible Study
5:30pm Praise
Band
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

9
10
11
9:30am Quilters 7:30am Prayer Group
5:45pmAlleluiaRingers
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

12
11am Susan
Geiersbach
Memorial Service
(Lunch at Ruth Lake
Country Club)
7pm DuPage PADS

13
14
8:30am Worship
9:45am Education
11am Worship
7:30pm AA

15
16
17
18
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters 7:30am Prayer Group
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 3pmRenewingRedeemer
5:30pm Guide Social
5:45pmAlleluiaRingers
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

19
7pm DuPage PADS

20
21
Lucille Resale
Truck/Pickup
8:30am Worship
9:45amCongregational
Meeting
11am Worship
7:30pm AA

22
23
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 9:30am Quilters
7pm Praise Band
5:45pmAlleluiaRingers
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

26
7pm DuPage PADS

27
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

29
30
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 5:45pmAlleluiaRingers
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

28

Memorial Day
Office Closed

Staff
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager

Thursday
3
4
7:30am Prayer Group
12:30pmStaffMeeting
5pm Church and
the Community
7pm Church Council
7pmWorship&Music

24
25
7:30am Prayer Group
12pm Senior
Luncheon
7:30pm Praise
Band

Friday

Saturday
5
7pm DuPage PADS

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant
Steve Swenson, Accountant
Maria Leon, Custodians — Matthew and Brian Schwab, Sunday Custodians
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants
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the Redeemer Record

Periodical

Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256
www.redeemerhinsdale.org

Summer Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:00am
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Begins Memorial Day Weekend: Sunday, May 27
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