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God’s Power Working Through Us
I spent a lot of May in and out of hospitals. A number of Redeemer members
had planned surgeries. There were a couple of emergencies. A few babies
were born. And then, at the end, I had my own brief stint in the ER and
hospital (although, I am recovering well — thank you for your prayers!).
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But we have this
treasure in clay jars,
so that it may be
made clear that this
extraordinary power
belongs to God and
does not come from
us.
—2 Corinthians 4:7
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So, it seemed perhaps timely that the Epistle lesson for the first week of
June included this memorable verse: “But we have this treasure in clay
jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). Our bodies are
indeed like clay jars, battered and sometimes broken. One might wonder
why God would choose to invest in us; the power of his life giving love.
And yet, we believe that this is exactly what God does do. In the waters of
baptism, we are called, claimed, and named God’s beloved children. God
gives us vocations, work to do in the world as witnesses to the Gospel and
servants for the world. Paul suggests later in the same chapter, that our
very weakness gives evidence to God’s power. For how else could we
accomplish all that we do but that it is God working through us?
Indeed this is how I have felt in these first days after our successful Capital Campaign and vote to
proceed with our Renewing Redeemer renovation project. Way back last summer, when we set a
budget for our renovation project, hired a consultant, and started a timeline toward making our May
2018 goal, I wasn’t quite sure how we would do it. The process of recruiting volunteers, finalizing
plans, and raising over a million dollars seemed too great a task. And yet, with a lot of work and a lot
of prayer, everything came together.
In May, we were able to announce that we had received pledges and gifts of nearly $1.1M dollars.
Additional funds on our church balance sheets were identified that could be used towards our
renovation project, leaving us with less than $200K to raise over the next 3 years. When these figures
were presented at the May Congregational Meeting, the congregation voted to go forward with the
full $1.4M renovation - unanimously. It was an amazing testament to what the power of God can
do working in and through our congregation and through each of us members individually. Though
on our own we may be weak or small, together we can do great things through God working in us.
Together we will remake Redeemer for the next generation!
Of course the work is not yet done. There will be meetings ahead, plans to be drafted, generous giving
to be completed, the major disruption and building, and so on and so forth, and yet, I believe that
God will continue to be faithful beyond our imaginings.
The work of our congregation is only one sign of God’s work in and through us. As we lead our own
lives and face our own challenges, let us keep in mind God’s power in and among us. Though we may
be weak, we are strengthened by God’s abiding presence. In, through, and among us, God is at work
for the sake of the world!
Thanks be to God,
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah
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Thanks to Kris Malkoski
Last summer, the Renewing Redeemer Committee, Finance Committee, and Redeemer’s Council all
agreed that it was time to start planning our capital campaign. We even formed the beginnings of a
Capital Campaign Committee. And yet, there was one problem.
No one was ready to step up and lead the project.
Redeemer is filled with smart, capable people. Yet, a project of this size and scope was intimidating to
even the best of them. Folks knew that leading a capital campaign would require vision, organization,
a good sense of humor, lots of time, and, above all, faith.
And so, God sent us Kris Malkoski.
Kris Malkoski has been a member of Redeemer for more than 20 years. She has been a Sunday
School teacher, a Vacation Bible School volunteer, and even a Wednesday night preacher, but her
busy work life had kept her from taking on administrative leadership positions. Kris has been a CCO,
a President of Operations, the head of global divisions, but a recent merger had left her between
positions. In other words, Kris for once had time. When we asked if she would head up this next
chapter of our life together, she did not hesitate in saying “Yes!”
Now there are some artists who work in marble, others in oils. Kris is an artist whose medium is
meetings. She ran a tight ship. Her meetings were hour-long gatherings where information was
shared and deliverables were organized. She was ready, willing, and able to speak to council, as well
as the congregation, to work with the talent within and outside our company, to engage with
consultants, staff, and members of every kind. And she didn’t just lead; no task was beneath her.
Whether it be editing copy, hanging up banners, or stuffing envelopes, Kris would be the first to say
that she had a lot of help, which is true. But all those who helped would agree, without Kris, none of
this may have been possible.
I am reminded that while God has always supplied the church with ample leadership, it is up to the
chosen to say, “Yes” to the call. We at Redeemer give thanks for Kris’ “Yes,” and the wonderful
accomplishment resulting from her tireless work. May we been inspired by her leadership and
service, and may God’s work through her be magnified through the ministry it has enabled!
Thanks be to Kris and thanks be to God!

Renewing Redeemer Committee Update
The Renewing Committee thanks the congregation and the Capital Campaign Committee for the
support to proceed with the renovation of Redeemer.
The committee is interviewing general contractors and engineers to assist with finalization of the
schematic design and the design plan. Subcommittees are meeting to determine the final layout of
the rooms including finishes, flooring and lighting. If any member of the congregation would like to
assist in any of these areas, your participation is welcome. We are on the move!
—Tom Bothen, Committee Chair
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Capital Campaign Committee Report
It’s an exciting time here at Redeemer! In just a handful of weeks, we raised over $1,100,000 in
pledges and gifts for Renewing Redeemer renovations. Additionally, working with the Finance
Committee and Church Council, we identified $125,000 in building funds and memorials to apply to
our campaign, bringing our total support to $1,235,000 (88% of our $1,400,000 goal). We are
confident we will find the remaining $165,000 based on past Redeemer giving behaviors and
additional commitments some families have discussed making in years 2 and 3.
On Sunday, May 20, the congregation UNANIMOUSLY voted (93 votes) to
proceed with the Renewing Redeemer project. This affirmative vote will
allow us to stay on track with our timeline meaning construction will be
complete in Spring 2019, prior to our regularly schedule summer
hosting of PADS.
At the congregational meeting we discussed that we may need a bridge
loan of up to $700,000 to cover construction expenses that will occur
prior to receiving all our pledged income (which will flow in over a 3
year timeframe). After detailed discussion with Church Council, the
Finance Committee and the Endowment Committee, we recommended
and the congregation approved borrowing $375,000 from the
Endowment Fund at 3% interest and a flexible payback commitment of 5
years. We presented that borrowing from the Endowment:
•
•
•
•

Falls in line with the fund’s purpose
Reduces how much we have to borrow externally at a higher interest rate
Benefits Redeemer as we are paying interest to ourselves versus an external institution
Allows for a flexible payback schedule, unlike external loans which would require payment on
principle as soon as the construction is complete.

Based on the affirmative vote from the congregation, we will move $375,000 from its current stock
market investment to a secure money market account so the funds are not exposed to any possible
marketplace volatility.
At this point, the Finance Committee recommends borrowing the remaining bridge loan funds from
the ELCA Mission Investment Fund (which has lower interest rates and fees than banks). Over the
next four months we will be receiving final construction bids. In October, we will present our updated
budget reflecting final expenses, updated income projection and recommended external loans to the
congregation.
The Capital Campaign Committee is very grateful for the generosity of our Redeemer members. We
know this is more that just a brick and mortar campaign. This is about continuing the growth of our
church, our community outreach and lays the foundation for the next 30 years of our ministry. Thank
you for your support of this campaign. Thanks be to God!
Kris Malkoski, Chairperson, Capital Campaign Committee
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Commitment Sunday Recap
On Sunday, April 29, Redeemer members and friends brought their pledges and gifts for the Living
Christ's Call: Imagine the Difference Capital Appeal. After our single service, we headed over to Casa
Margarita, at the Hinsdale Depot, for fajitas and fellowship. We used every plate in the restaurant!
Many thanks to Kathy Selcke, Jo Changelian, and Kris Mahon for organizing and to the members and
friends of Redeemer for giving us something to celebrate!
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New Song
We are about to launch into summer, which means some of our most dedicated volunteers get a bit of
a break. A huge thank you to all the members of the Festival Choir, Alleluia Ringers, and the Praise
Band. Your good work and dedication add so much to our worship services.
The Alleluia Ringers ended their season with a Pie and Polish Party on May 23. The Festival Choir
meet for a few more weeks, ending their season after they sing on Sunday, June 17. With this said,
there are still opportunities to participate in music-making over the summer. We will have Summer
Choir and Sumer Bells on certain Sundays. You don’t have to be a current or past member of these
groups to join in, just show up at 9:00am on the weeks below. I will have music ready for us to
prepare for the 10:00am worship service that morning.
June 24
July 15
July 29

Summer Choir
Summer Choir
Summer Bells

August 12
August 26

Summer Bells
Summer Choir

Regular rehearsals will startup again on Wednesday, September 5. Alleluia Ringers at 5:45—6:45pm
and Festival Choir at 7:30—9:00pm. Praise Band will continue to meet as needed throughout the
summer. Please talk to me if you’re interested in this group.
Peace,
Heike

Music at Redeemer Concerts
Houndstooth Quartet
Wednesday, June 20 at 7:30pm
Join us for a Wednesday evening extravaganza: a
potluck supper at 5:30pm, then 7:00pm worship, and a
concert at 7:30pm. The Chicago-based ensemble will
present a range of works including: Jessie Montgomery:
Storm, Garth Knox: Satellites, Ginastera: String Quartet No. 1, Liza Sobel: 5 Scenes for
String Quartet, and Beethoven: String Quartet, Op. 18, No. 4.

Wednesday Evening Worship
This summer on Wednesday Evenings, sermons will take two different forms and sometimes both.
We will fully embrace our participatory structure. On some Wednesdays, our preachers will be our
confirmands reading their faith statements. On other weeks, the worshipers will form the sermon
meaning you will be given a question to ponder during the reading and then have a chance to share
stories with one another to form an interactive sermon. And on other Wednesdays, we might do both.
The readings will come from one or more of the four lectionary readings assigned for the following
Sunday. Watch your weekly emails to see who will be sharing each week, and what the questions will
be.
!6
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Youth & Family Ministries
Celebrating Our Teachers

On Sunday, May 20, we recognized our Sunday School
Teachers and Assistants for their tremendous amount of
dedication and love for our students. Thank you for a
wonderful year! Anke Schulte, Sarah McCabe, Jill Jackson,
Sarah Charles, Missy Roberts, Melissa Kibbler, Paul
Seppanen, Stephanie Seppanen, Frank Masek, Bri Davis,
Paul Rosland III, Sarah Rusthoven, Olivia Corcoran,
Christian Schulte, Kyra Graeb, and Grace McCabe.

Confirmation Guides

We are currently seeking three or more Confirmation
Guides for the coming season. Confirmation Guides
traditionally serve for two years. Guides meet with
students most Wednesdays throughout the program year
(school year) and spend time with students as they
continue the process of discerning their own faith. Please
consider joining us in the Fall! Anyone interested are
encouraged to contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org! Thank
you for your continued support of the ministry to our
students here at Redeemer!

Silver Camper Days

June 19 — July 17 — August 21 at Lutherdale
Tyler is inviting all senior adults to come and experience
his “summer home” at Lutherdale in Elkhorn, WI! This is
where Tyler spent his six summers through college working
as a Cabin Leader, Activities Coordinator, and Media
Director. Lutherdale invites all senior adults to spend a day
at camp this summer! This day will awaken your youth
inside. Fun and safe activities have been designed just for
you. Experience Lutherdale, when it truly comes alive with
the energy of the summer. This is NOT your normal
outdoor camp! With modern amenities, easy walking
paths, and a friendly atmosphere, you are not going to
want to miss this experience. Dates are listed above,
however Redeemer Seniors will be looking to get a
group together for July 17. Please signup on the board
across from the office by June 27, so that we can secure
transportation. The cost for the day is $20, plus an
additional cost for passenger van rental or charter bus!
More information about final costs will be made available
to registrants once we have a total number of attendants.
Schedule: 10:00am Arrive and Check-In at the Chapel—
Morning Worship and Bible Study; 12:00pm Picnic Lunch
—Afternoon Activities—Camp Tour and Pontoon Boat
Ride; 3:00pm Head Home.

Vacation Bible School
June 11-15
1:00-3:30pm

Send your kids on an impactful
island adventure this summer! At
Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover
how Jesus rescues us through life’s
storms. Shipwrecked is filled with
incredible Bible-learning
experiences kids see, hear, touch,
and even taste! We’ll help kids
discover how to see evidence of God
in everyday life! Registration is now
open on our website:
www.redeemerhinsdale.org The
first 20 families who register their
child will receive a Shipwrecked
VBS CD of all of the songs that will
be sung during Vacation Bible
School this year! The cost is $35 per
child. Please contact
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org if you
have any questions!
We still need volunteers!
Signup to help here:
https://vbspro.events/p/events/
redeemerhinsdalevbs.
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Confirmation
On Sunday, May 6, eight students were Confirmed in their faith. Over the next few months, we will be
sharing their faith statements with you. Please read through them and discover how God has moved
in the lives of our students.

Meredith Lee
First Row, Second from Left
“You are a beloved child of God.” The same seven words said to me my whole life, even though I
never understood what it meant, I continued on. Many years ago I did not feel so close to God.
However, three years ago I attended Camp Tecumseh in Indiana where I learned how to see him in
what I do. Every day we would attend chapel surrounded by nature. There was so much positivity. It
is hard to deny the presence of him when you are surrounded by people you love and the purity of
nature. Tecumseh is the way I feel closer to God and feel him in almost everything that I do there.
After my first year of camp I felt so close to God. I came home and shared my story with everyone.
The whole year I spent trying to spread my positivity and faith like at Tecumseh.
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My experience at Tecumseh helped me to portray my favorite Bible verse throughout my life. “Let all
you do, be done in love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14. This is a special Bible verse to me because I believe that
everything you do should have a reason behind it, what better reason than love to do something.
Everyone deserves to feel loved and appreciated because sometimes the little things people do make
the most of a difference. Through God we are constantly being shown an enormous act of kindness
we can never repay. Being loved by him and sometimes not even realizing it.
While writing this faith statement I realized how many people have affected my life positively and
have influenced my relationship with God. Redeemer Lutheran Church is where I was baptized and
grew up. So many people in my church family have helped me feel connected to God and many
friends from Tecumseh have helped me to grow my relationship with God. I hope in the future I can
be the person that influences others growth with God positively. After being confirmed I am excited
to continue attending Tecumseh and become a counselor in leadership training. I am also excited to
continue helping with Feed My Starving Children. I would like to thank God for making my life
amazing and blessing me with the family and friends that I have, and the opportunities I have gotten.
I hope that everyone can realize that they are a beloved child of God forever and always.

Grant Howell
Second Row, First From Left
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he
dies.’” John 11:25. My uncle Dave was my godparent. When I was young, he and my parents
promised to provide for my instruction in the Christian faith. For that reason Uncle Dave has been a
big influence on my life.
Uncle Dave was larger than life. His house in Indiana was surrounded by cornfields taller than I am.
We used to get lost in the corn rows playing hide and seek. He raced snowmobiles and showed us
videos of his adventures. He played fantasy NASCAR with his friends. He drove one of the pace
trucks during the parade laps at the Brickyard 400. He taught me to play cards. When we were
partners in Euchre, he would teach me all his tricks. “Grant you never trump your partner’s ace on
the first hand. Trust it to go around.” Or, “Well, I got my two tricks. I’m counting on you for the other
one!” He had all these lines, and we would just laugh. Uncle Dave was extraordinary in more than
just these ways.
Right before my sister Abby’s Confirmation, Dave was diagnosed with terminal cancer. To no one’s
surprise, he sought out treatment and kept trying new things, wanting to eek out a few extra months
or weeks of life. He LOVED life. Through all of his struggles, I only ever saw him cry once. That was
when he was taking Communion, near the end of his life. He just did not want to stop living.
So earlier when I said that Uncle Dave was larger than life, I was wrong. He was not larger than life,
because when the cancer came to get him, he lost his life to it.
Only God is truly larger than life, but in Christ, we all have the promise of eternal life and hope. “He
who believes in me will live, even if he dies.” Through my relationship with Dave, my godparent, I can
see the gift of life God has given each one of us.
Just as God walked Dave through the highs and lows of his life, I know he will continue to walk with
me, through the celebrations, like baptisms and confirmations, and through the suffering, like Uncle
Dave’s death, and through all the ordinary times in between.

!9

JUNE 2018

REDEEMER RECORD

National Youth Gathering Trip Update
Students traveling to the National Youth Gathering will gather together on Sunday, June 24 at the
10:00am service for a Commissioning Service and sendoff blessing. Please join us as we send off A.J.,
Amanda, Dot, Evan, Hadley, Judy, Kyra, Thomas, and Sarah as they are led by their chaperones
Elizabeth, Frank, Trish, and Tyler! Then on Sunday, July 8, join us as we share with you our
experiences from the National Youth Gathering.

Sarah will be a senior at
Nazareth Academy. The
National Youth Gathering has
been something Sarah has
wanted to do while in high
school, and she looks forward to
the service opportunities that
the Houston area presents due
to hurricane Harvey.

Thomas will be Sophomore at
Hinsdale Central High School.
This will be Thomas’ first
summer church trip, and he is
looking forward to connecting
with Lutheran peers from other
parts of the country.

Judy is in 9th grade and attends
York High School in Elmhurst.
She is active at church and is part
of quilting. She is excited to learn
more about her faith and help
other people while in Houston
and is grateful for the opportunity
to do this and help people from a
different part of the nation.

This will be Hadley’s first
National Youth Gathering. She
is looking forward to meeting
new people, helping with
rebuilding, and exploring a
new city.

Kyra Graeb will be a senior at
Hinsdale Central High School.
This will be Kyra’s first summer
church trip, and she is looking
forward to the day of service in
Houston.

Dot is finishing her freshman
year at Hinsdale Central High
School. This will be her first year
participating in the National
Youth Gathering, and she is so
thankful that she is able to go.
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AJ is a senior at Riverside/
Brookfield High School, and his
favorite class is media. He is
looking forward to seeing and
taking pictures of Houston and
getting involved. This will also
be his first time flying. AJ hopes
to have fun with not only the
Redeemer group but to enjoy the
gathering and help people by
doing God’s work. This will be
his first trip with Tyler too! He
can’t wait!
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This fall, Evan will be a first-year
student at Proviso Math &
Science Academy in Forest Park,
Ill. Evan is a hard worker who
excels at school projects, likes to
laugh at YouTube videos, explains
internet memes to his parents,
volunteers at a food pantry,
appreciates a good game of chess,
creates amazing art, cooks,
assembles IKEA furniture and
plays a little basketball and lots of
soccer. His mom first noticed
Evan was good at figuring things
out when, at age 2. He scared the
daylights out of her by partially
disassembling his crib in the
middle of the night. He graduated
to a twin bed the next day. Evan
hails from a family that includes
engineers, entrepreneurs,
educators, preachers, artists,
architects, musicians, school bus
drivers, nurses, city workers,
farmers, managers and writers,
but Evan is his own person. He is
looking forward to his first ELCA
Youth Gathering!

Elizabeth has never been to an
ELCA Youth Gathering, but at
age 11 she attended an ALC (an
ELCA predecessor) regional
youth gathering where she
loved worship, singing and the
hotel pool. But she was too shy
to dance and too young to
understand the jokes of the
other youth (mostly older
teens). Today she’s still
sometimes a wallflower and
sometimes a dancer, but she is:
glad to be alive and learning
about life, love, identity and
what it means to belong
alongside Leslie, Evan and
Jacob; sharing the stories of
many through the Gather
magazine and seeking a
beloved community wherever
she can find it. Elizabeth is
counting the days until
Houston.

!1 1

JUNE 2018

REDEEMER RECORD

Senior Luncheon
37 senior adults attended the Senior Luncheon on Thursday, May 24. A great afternoon of fun,
fellowship, and good food was had as we sang our favorite hymns while casting a vision for what is to
come for our Redeemer Seniors Ministry. If you are interested in joining the Redeemer Seniors
Ministry, contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org to find out how you can get involved!

Faithful Gardeners
Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners meet every second Saturday from May
thru October (Saturdays, June 9, July 14, August 11, September 8, and
October 13). Starting at 8:00am, the team works for about an hour.
Everyone is welcome to take part in keeping our gardens welcoming,
neat, and colorful. If you cannot come on Saturdays, you can be
assigned a section of garden that you can take care of on your own
time; a fun activity for family, friends, or a committee — take charge of
a small garden section. Responsibilities include: light weeding, some
planting, trash pick up, and watering, if needed. The rain date is always
the following Saturday. Please join our cheerful fellowship group to keep our gardens beautiful. Many
hands make light work! Contact Connie Bothen (ckbothen@aol.com) for more information.

Friend To Friend Program
Whether a family or church member(s) is celebrating the birth of a baby
or recovering from an unexpected surgery, being able to help with meals
is a critical way to lend support. It is a very important ministry at
Redeemer to help our friends from church.
When a need arises, an email is sent to the friend to friend support group
and they let the coordinator know if they can make a meal. If they can’t,
no worries. We are in need of more volunteers at this time. Please put
your name on the friend to friend list today by contacting Kris Mahon
dmahon4@comcast.net.

STOP SUMMER
HUNGER: Redeemer
Food Drive in
August!
More details to
follow………
!1 2
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DuPage PADS Shelter Update
We are Open!

The DuPage PADS shelter at Redeemer opened for our 15th summer on May 5 and will continue
every Saturday evening—Sunday morning through the end of September.
Redeemer took the lead in staffing an open weekend on the summer PADS schedule when there was
no volunteer support group assigned. Without those volunteers and the support of our neighbor
congregations, the shelter would have been closed on May 26-27. Thank you for stepping up! Your
assistance truly makes a difference in the lives of our neighbors in need.
Redeemer is planning to staff the shelter two more times this summer—the first is coming up June
30–July 1, and we still has a few openings for clean up volunteers.
Sign up here:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here1
Our last date of the summer will be September 1–2, and there are still many opportunities to join
in this important church mission.
Sign up here:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here2
If you have questions, please contact Dirk Landis at 312-953-9547 or dirk.landis@gmail.com or
Valerie Lee at 630-926-6515 or valerie@ml2holdings.com
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PADS Thank You
A very special Thank You to Sujal & Bhevini Patel, owners of Angelo’s Foods in Downers Grove,
IL. For the past 7 years the Patels have made a large donation to the Redeemer PADS shelter site in
the form of cold cuts, cheese, bread and
milk EVERY WEEK to provide 70+
lunches for our PADS guests to take
with them. The Patels do the same for a
PADS winter site in Naperville making
this contribution to help the homeless
a year-round commitment for Angelo’s
Foods. This donation helps defray the
cost of food associated with the shelter
for Redeemer as well as all the
churches and other organizations that support this site. Any excess food from our site is donated
directly to the HCS Family Services Food Pantry, so it can be distributed there. We are proud to
partner with the Patels and Angelo’s Foods.
If you are in the neighborhood of their store, at the corner of Maple and Belmont in Downers Grove,
please stop in and check it out and say thank you to them! Also they offer great catering services, so
please consider them for your summer get-togethers! You can find more about Angelo’s Foods at
www.angelosfoodsdg.com.
This incredible arrangement was brought to us by Sandy & Dennis Zynda. The Zyndas live in
Naperville but for the past 7 years they have been picking up this food donation at Angelo’s in
Downers Grove and driving it to Redeemer every Friday evening for our entire summer program—22
weeks! We sincerely appreciate their time (and gas!) to make this donation possible. Thank you
Sandy and Dennis!

Thank you to….
Thank you to all those who helped close out our program year at Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Especially our Confirmation Guides (Frank Masek, Sue Metzler, Joan Romer, Sarah McCabe, Dirk
Landis, and Dick Goers) and Sunday School Teachers and Assistants (Anke Schulte, Sarah McCabe,
Jill Jackson, Sarah Charles, Missy Roberts, Melissa Kibler, Paul Seppanen, Stephanie Seppanen,
Frank Masek, Bri Davis, Paul Rosland III, Sarah Rusthoven, Olivia Corcoran, Christian Schulte, Kyra
Graeb, and Grace McCabe) who week after week have shown up for our students and children and
helped to teach them the love of Jesus and the hope that is to come.
Thank you to those who worked to make the Senior Luncheon a huge success, especially Margaret
Schlegel and her team of helpers: Diane Homann, Barbara Saniie, Karen Johnson, Ann Roberts, and
Cathie Barnes.
Thank you to Ralph Homann for taking photos!
The 7th grade families for providing a wonderful Confirmation Reception after services on Sunday,
May 6 as we celebrated our 8 Confirmands!
The Capital Campaign Committee team leaders and many volunteers that gave of their time, talents,
and leadership throughout our Renewing Redeemer Capital Campaign: Kris Malkoski, Chairperson,
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Team members are Jerry Burjan, Linda Carpenter, Mary Landis, David Mahon, Bob Rusthoven, and
Kathy Selke.
Everyone who donated to Lucille Resale and supporting our mission, Holy Family School. The truck
was full when they left Redeemer!
Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners for planting, weeding, and watering in May.
Galen Banashak for scheduling our Worship Assistants for the past 3 1/2 years.
Bob and Pam Johnson for taking over the job of scheduling our Worship Assistants.
Kate Howell for scheduling our acolytes.
Thanks to everyone that served and assisted at Susan Geiersbach’s Memorial Service. Worship
Assistants: Dick Goers, Cindy Acker, Linda Carpenter, Linnea Wilson. Ushers: Scott Felde, Ralph
Homann, Frank Masek, and Douglas McArthur. Donating treats for the family: Jo Changelian, Gwen
Entsminger, and Sue Graunke. The Festival Choir for singing during the service.
To everyone that supported and attended the Lutheran World Relief Spring Luncheon. Thanks to
Joan Rosland for driving.
Leo Ditewig for replacing and fixing all the brass sockets in the two candelabras. Well done Leo!
Capital Campaign mailing volunteers: Linda Carpenter, Ann & Ted Doege, Margaret Schlegel, and
Marilyn Stuewe.
Education Hour volunteers in May: The Renewing Redeemer team and the Finance Committee
members.
May Altar Guild volunteers: Mary Landis, Stephanie Douglas, and Sandy Ditewig.
Carrie Gromer for cleaning up communion every Wednesday night after worship.
May Coffee Hour Hosts: Renewing Redeemer team, Bruce Forbush, Kirsten & Len Zalik.
Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.

Thank you Redeemer family:
Whether it was a card, a call, a meal, a plant or a prayer,
each and every one of you is responsible for my healing
and I want to let you know how important those actions were and are.
I wasn’t expecting the pain or the restrictions,
but you are pulling me through day by day.
May God bless you all for your support.
See you all soon.
—Kate Sahlas
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Serving in June
Altar Guild
Jo Changelian, Carolyn Burjan, Sue Couglin
Ushers
10:00am Worship: Chuck Schmidt, Andrew Schoneman, Bob Johnson, Mary Landis, Mike
Corcoran
Offering Counters
Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland
Coffee Hour Hosts
June 3: Karen & Don Johnson
June 10: Rachel Hudson
June 17: Corcoran Family
June 24: Berg Family
Prayer Chain
Ann Doege

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

Please sign up to host a coffee hour in July or August this summer!
Coffee hour will begin at 11:00am (after our single 10:00am service)
each Sunday in the summer. Thank you!

Congratulations on THREE New Births!

Elliot Lynn
Born on May 23
Mark and Heather Lindberg
Weight: 7 lbs. 6.5 oz.
Length: 20 inches

Jacob Matthew
Born on May 15
Amy & Nate Lambrecht
Weight: 7lb. 5 oz.
Length: 20 ½ inches

Camilla Alexis
Born on May 25
Bri & Alex Davis
Weight: 5lb. 15 oz.
Length: 18 inches
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The Church and Community
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our
community and beyond.
One of the agenda items being explored by the Church and Community Group
is The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program. RIC is for congregations,
synods, colleges, seminaries, and other Lutheran organizations that publicly
welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people. Sal Garza and
Will Swensen attended a conference in San Antonio, Texas and brought back
information which was shared with a group that met on Wednesday, May 16 at
Redeemer. Mark Entsminger also provided information. His was from a Church in Arizona which has
participated in the Program. Essentially, the RIC Journey begins with conversations like we are
sharing at Redeemer. Then, at an appropriate time, after a community has completed some
education, discussion, and mutual discernment, the community writes a Welcome Statement
specifically naming “LGBT” or “people of all sexual orientations and gender identities”. Our journey
has begun.
The Summer Book Groups have had a good response by those who were approached. Leaders so
far include: Sal Garza, Jay Hines-Shah, Mary Landis, Marge Chapello, Sara/Scott Spaniol, and
Jacquie Ravnic. John Hines-Shah researched the cost of discounted books and the books were
ordered. Thanks to the generosity of the endowment fund, books will be provided at no cost to
participants. Sara McCubbins Spaniol made a sign-up board to make it easier for anyone who wishes
to participate in the book study.
A Winter Focus has also been discussed. Tom Coleman has been researching a Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King initiative which sounds really interesting. This might be an excellent follow-up after the
summer book discussion of America’s Original Sin, by Jim Wallis.
DuPage United is still “a work in progress.” Although there is general consensus among the group
members that an alliance with DuPage United is a good idea. The details of “when” and “how” will
follow more conversations about the “why” with our Redeemer family. A Ramadan Dinner with our
Muslim sisters and brothers has become an annual tradition. More details will be shared in future
meetings and communications.
Fall initiatives include: a Saturday, Oct. 27, “field trip” to the Mexican Fine Arts Museum in Pilsen
which John Hines-Shah and Jacquie Ravnic are coordinating, and on the preceding Friday, Oct 26,
there will be a Movie Night with the showing of “Coco” to set the mood for the adventure.
To learn more about our Church and Community initiatives, to join our conversations informed
by cycles of radical civility, or to add your own agenda items about areas of social concern, please join
us when we gather again on Thursday, June 7, between 5:00 and 6:30pm in Redeemer’s Parish
Room.
In the meantime: “He has told you, O mortal what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
—Micah 6:8
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey
Go With the Flow

“Whatever is going on in God is a flow, a radical relatedness, a perfect communion between Three – a
circle dance of love. And God is not just a dancer; God is the dance itself.” —Friar Richard Rohr, OFM
Early in my twenties, a friend invited me to go white water canoeing with him in the Whitewater
River near Cincinnati, Ohio. It was a beautiful day in early summer as we hoisted our canoe into the
water, and all was going well while we flowed downstream. Wanting to add a little excitement to the
day, however, I suggested that we turn the canoe around and paddle upstream for a while. Trying to
go against the flow was a very big mistake! The boat capsized! My friend lost a pair of expensive
glasses, but it could have been much, much worse. So, for the most part, I now go with the flow. Life
is a whole lot safer, less chaotic, and more productive that way.
Just a few weeks ago, I heard about the psychological concept of flow,
that state of effortless concentration and enjoyment when time seems
to fly. While doing research on this interesting subject, an even more
intriguing (spiritual) concept - divine flow – came to my attention. As
a Christian, I believe that divine flow occurs when we live our lives
Jesus’ way – going with the flow of His teachings. The best moments
in our lives often happen when we live fully in the present, caring for
ourselves and others with love and kindness as Jesus did. When we
set our egos aside and focus on other people, garden plots, creative
projects, sports activities, music, poetry, books, or pets (just to name
a few), we place ourselves in position to flow. We go with the flow, but
cannot help but to improve our lives as well when we are focused on
improving the quality of life for others. When we experience a blissful harmony with God during
these times of flow, that is the kind of divine flow the Gospel writer, John, describes as “rivers of
living water” flowing out of our believer’s heart.
If my friend and I had only gone with the flow of the river, we could
have completed the divine experience that we had started - conversing
and enjoying God’s beautiful nature – without the dangerous disruption
that happened. Flow can occur whenever we get involved with
something so deeply that nothing else seems to matter and we lose track
of time. When people turn to drugs or alcohol to escape the stresses of
everyday living, those choices can overturn their boats in the flow of life.
Divine flow, attainable by all, can give us a safe, natural high. Belief in
God, daily prayer, and trust in Scripture can place us “in the zone” of
divine flow, a reality similar to athletes performing at their peak. If we can achieve this level of flow,
in radical relatedness and communion with God, we can help bring God’s kingdom to earth for our
families, our jobs, our communities, and our good earth.
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey on the river of life, let us aim to go with the flow – the
divine flow – where we can relax, trust in God’s guidance, and help to make life better for ourselves
and those traveling in the boat with us.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has
said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” —John 7: 37b, 38
!1 8

JUNE 2018

REDEEMER RECORD

New in the Library
Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Family’s Experiment with Holy Time
MaryAnn McKibben-Dann
From Amazon.com: "Life felt like a 500-piece jigsaw puzzle with 600 pieces." So
writes MaryAnn McKibben Dana in the introduction of her book. As she
considered her family's frenetic suburban existence--a relentless list of work,
errands, carpool, dishes, email, bills, yardwork--she knew something had to
change.
The family faced a choice: to continue at the same frantic pace or to fight back
with a radically different way of being. They went radical. For one year, they
committed to a practice of Sabbath-keeping. For a whole day each week, they
set aside their doing in order to simply be. Work took a backseat to games,
walks, Legos, naps, homebrewing, and leisurely contentment. The practice
never got easier--the house was a mess, the kids still fought--but Sabbath
became the one essential "to-do" each week.
With lively prose ("a fresh voice and energy" -Publishers Weekly), Dana documents the Sabbath
experiment as a guide for families of all shapes and sizes. Each chapter includes tips to help you claim
Sabbath moments--to see time not as an enemy to subdue, but as a friend to savor.

Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks
Diana Butler Bass
From Amazon.com: More and more people are finding God beyond the walls of
traditional religious institutions, but these seekers often miss the church
community itself, including its shared spiritual practices such as gratitude.
While four out of five Americans have told pollsters they feel gratitude in their
daily lives, cultural commentator and religion expert Diana Butler Bass finds
that claim to be at odds with the discontent that permeates modern society.
There is a gap, she argues, between our desire to be grateful and our ability to
behave gratefully—a divide that influences our understanding of morality,
worship, and institutional religion itself. In Grateful, Bass challenges readers to
think about the impact gratitude has in our spiritual lives, and encourages them
to make gratitude a "difficult and much-needed spiritual practice for our
personal lives and to make a better world."
Grateful is partially an individual, emotional response to our circumstances, but research has shown
that what we often miss is how much more it is a communal, actionable response. Bass examines this
more unexpected experience of gratitude, and reveals how people and communities can practice it
and thrive, whether or not they are part of a traditional religious community.
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June 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

3
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

4

5
6
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 1pm Farm Shares
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

10
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

11

12
13
14
15
10am Bible Study 1pm Farm Shares 7:30am Prayer Group
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 3pm RR Meeting
7pm Worship
7:30pmFestivalChoir

Saturday
2
7pm DuPage PADS

7
8
9
7:30am Prayer Group
8am Faithful
12:30pm Staff Lunch
Gardeners
Meeting
7pm DuPage PADS
5pm Church and the
Community
ELCA Chicago Metro Synod Assembly
16
7pm DuPage PADS

Vacation Bible School (1:00—3:30pm)
17
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

18

19
20
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 1pm Farm Shares
5:30pmPotluckSupper
7pm Worship
7:30pmMusicat
RedeemerConcert

24
9am Summer
Choir
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

25

26
27
28
29
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters 7:30am Prayer Group
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 1pm Farm Shares
7pm Worship

Staff
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager

21
22
7:30am Prayer Group
1pm Small Group
7pm Church Council
Meeting

23
11am Memorial
Service
7pm DuPage PADS

30
7pm DuPage
PADS

ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant
Steve Swenson, Accountant
Maria Leon, Custodians — Matthew and Brian Schwab, Sunday Custodians
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants
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Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256
www.redeemerhinsdale.org

Summer Worship Schedule
Sundays at 10:00am
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Continues through Labor Day Weekend
Sunday, September 2
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