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As We Journey 
Summer is here and it seems like everyone is coming or going. 
There have been visitors at our worship services. Some were 
members long ago, other have come to visit family or friends, and 
others are new to the area and just checking things out.  
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PADS AT REDEEMER 
 SIGNUP TO HELP! 
SEPTEMBER 1-2 

REDEEMER RECORD

CHURCH PICNIC 
SUN., AUG. 26        

11:15AM FOLLOWING 
WORSHIP

Now the Lord said to Abram, 
“Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 

I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. 

—Genesis 12:1-2

HCS FOOD DRIVE 
ALL AUGUST

SUMMER BIBLE 
STUDY 

THURSDAYS AT 
7:30AM
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Long time worshippers have been out of their usual pews; out on vacation, 
at camp, at the lake house, or even at the National Youth Gathering in 
Houston, TX. Some of the friendly faces we’re used to seeing have been 
missing from our weekly gatherings. I, too, find myself working on this 
article just hours away from traveling myself; a week in Holden Village, 
and a week visiting my family in Washington state. 

All this movement makes me think of the story of Sarah and Abraham’s 
journey to a new land. You might remember that before Sarah and 
Abraham were, well, Sarah and Abraham, they were Sarai and Abram, and 
they lived in the ancient city of Haran in Canaan. The book of Genesis 
recounts their story. Following God’s command, Abram and Sarai left their 
homes and families and went into the great unknown. God promised to be 

with them and to bless them with a land and descendants as numerous as the stars.  
 
The story sounds straightforward enough, until you get into the details. Abraham and Sarah had 
never been to the places that they were going. They didn’t know the people there. They didn’t know 
the kings, and they certainly didn’t know the gods. In ancient times, it was common for people to 
believe that there was a different god for every hill and valley, river and stream. For Sarah and 
Abraham, leaving behind Haran and following God’s command was a mysterious thing. They didn’t 
know if God would be where they were going. 
 
Along the way, Abraham and Sarah stopped in two towns, Shechem and Bethel, and, much to their 
surprise, they found that God was there. God appeared to Abraham and repeated the promise. 
Abraham and Sarah built altars in these places to worship and to praise the God who was everywhere 
watching over them and leading them on. 

I think about Abraham and Sarah’s journey and our own journeys both literally and metaphorically.  
I think about how God was with Sarah and Abraham and how God is with us too calling us onward 
and leading us to new ways of life. 
 
This summer, while traveling, look around and see if you notice the presence of God in the places you 
go. Are their beautiful sunsets, challenging hikes, and really good blueberries? Give thanks to God!  
Look in the cities and towns you visit for people making a difference; feeding the hungry, caring for 
the homeless, comforting those in need of help. Rejoice that God is active there just like God is active 
in our neighborhoods! Is there a church near your hotel, cabin, or lake house where you might 
worship? See how another ELCA church worships, or maybe even try out the local Episcopal, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic, or Baptist congregation. Remember to be respectful of local 
practices and to say “hello” from Redeemer! You may be surprised at how the God you know in the 
Western Suburbs is the same as the God you find in Scotland or at the Grand Canyon, at Camp 
Tecumseh or the National Youth Gathering, in Michigan or Hawaii, in Paris or New York City. 
Rejoice and give thanks!  
 
Finally, as Redeemer starts preparing for another year of ministry and mission together, be on the 
lookout for God calling us to new and exciting places. Your leadership has big plans for 2018-2019.  
Consider coming to the Leadership Visioning Retreat July 21 or joining in the Summer Bible Study 
on Thursday mornings. We will be praying for and listening to God’s guidance, and even if the places 
God leads us seem challenging or new, we are confident that God will be there, just as God always has 
been.  
 
Blessings to us all as we journey! May we give thanks for God’s presence wherever we go! 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Big News from the Capital Campaign 
In recent weeks, a new donor has pledged $200K to the Renewing Redeemer Renovation Project 
bringing the total of gifts and pledges received to just over $1.3M! 
 
In early May, when we announced the results of the Living Christ’s Call Imagine the Difference 
campaign, we were excited to announce that we were close to our $1.4M goal. By using some monies 
from the designated building fund and memorial funds, we were able to get within $200K of our 
goal. In late May, at our Congregational Meeting, you voted unanimously to go forward with the full 
Renewing Redeemer project even as we weren’t quite sure where that last funding would come from.   

Now we know!  
 
This new gift presents a couple of opportunities: 

1.If you have not already given or pledged to Renewing Redeemer, your 
gift can still make a difference! We are grateful for all gifts, large and 

small! 

2.Because the donor of this gift plans on giving it in this calendar 
year, we may be able to borrow less money for our bridge loan. 

The earlier you can fulfill your pledge, the less money Redeemer 
will have to borrow to cover expense incurred as we build. The less 
money we have to borrow, the more money goes straight into the 
project (and not into even the low interest payments we’ve 

managed to negotiate). 

3.Give thanks to God for all the ways God is at work in and through our 
church!   

We are truly living Christ’s call and are seeing the difference it makes to our church and our 
community! If you have questions about giving or would like to make a pledge, please call our 
financial secretary, Linda Carpenter (630-234-2217) or send her an email (cgandlcarp@comcast.net). 

Thank you for your generosity and your vision for the future of Redeemer!   

Leadership Visioning Retreat  
All Are Welcome 
On Saturday July 21 from 11:00am—2:30pm, Redeemer’s Staff, Council, and other interested leaders 
will be participating in a retreat here at Redeemer. Our Kairos Consultant, Pr. Tim Johnson, will be 
leading us alongside our own Pr. Katie. 

We will be continuing the work we began in January discerning where God is calling our church and 
how we can live out our calling as Christians in this place. We will also be previewing some of the 
main initiatives of Redeemer for the coming year. 
 
Anyone who would like to participate is welcome. Please RSVP to Mary Landis (mlandisgs@aol.com) 
by Wednesday July 18 so that we can order enough lunch. 
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Summer Bible Study  
How is God Calling Redeemer to Make Disciples?

Thursdays, July 26 through August 30, 7:30-8:30am 
In the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus gives the great commission – “Go make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). While Lutherans are good at 
many things; grace, harmony, and hot dishes; historically, we haven’t been so good at evangelism.  
 
Redeemer wants to do better, and we want to do it in a way that makes sense for where we are, who 
we are, and, most importantly, as God is calling us. And, we believe that God speaks to us through 
worship, Bible study, and prayer.   

This summer come join a group asking the question: “How is God calling Redeemer to make 
disciples?” using Lectio Divina - an ancient Bible Study practice. No preparation is required, 
although having attended the previous Sunday or Wednesday worship service may help. You don’t 
even need to bring a Bible! After study, we will close in prayer for community, for each other, and for 
the people God is calling to this place. 
 
If you would like to participate, just come! If you have questions, please contact Pr. Katie. We look 
forward to joining with you this summer! 
  

Pr. Katie Parades with HCS 
On July 4th, Pastor Katie joined with HCS Family Services in the 
Hinsdale 4th of July Parade. Together with Hinsdale Bank and Trust, 
the Central Football Team, and other members of the HCS Board 
raised $2600 in donations! Pastor Katie received the largest single 
donation – a $100 bill. Thank you for supporting our ministry partner 
HCS!   

 

Renewing Redeemer Committee Update 
The committee continues to meet as we move to the completion of the design planning phase to 
include colors, finishes, flooring, technology and lighting. 

We have selected a general contractor who will begin working with our architect and the committee 
to finalize construction documents, secure project bids and develop a construction schedule which 
will minimize any disruption to the continuing services and mission of Redeemer. 

Final designs will be on display for congregation review and additional meetings will be scheduled for 
further discussions. 
                                                                                                                             —Tom Bothen, Committee Chair 
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Vacation Bible School Recap 
Twenty-six children attended Vacation Bible School at Redeemer on June 11-15! While being 
Shipwrecked for the week, children learned from Ms. Heike and Jim NoLand (aka Mr. Tyler!) about 
how Jesus Rescues throughout life’s storms as we discovered evidence of God in everyday life! 
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Faith Statements 
Colette Conway

Throughout my years of learning about 
and enhancing my vision of God, I have 
had a massive amount of people teach and 
guide me. Many experiences I have been a 
part of have sparked my faith. One of the 
many experiences that stick out to me 
most is the few days I spent at Younglife 
camp last summer in Michigan. I was 
unsure about the whole idea of leaving my 
family for what was almost a week and 
feared I would not enjoy the overall event. 
In those moments though, I taught myself 
to just follow your heart and think 
positive. So, I did. That next evening, I 
was on my way. It was a long trip and 
when we finally arrived, I’ll be honest, it 
did not look like the most pleasant place 
to stay. It looked worn down and I 
immediately wanted to go home. 

But I could not judge just right then and 
there. As we walked inside of our cabins I 
could not wait to hear just what would 
happen next. The camp was beautiful. Full 
of landscape, sparkling blue water and I 
really felt close to the heart of it. Every 
passing day was full of new surprises, 
adventure and put a new aspect of life into 
my eyes. I clearly remember sitting out in 
the sun during free time over a deck 
watching the sun reflect the blue water 
with the breeze skimming across my face. 
I will never forget that moment. We also 
had get-togethers we called club. Even 
though I did not, I felt like I knew 
everyone and was loved by everyone in 
that room. We connected with people we 
never saw before. We sung and rejoiced 
the Lord's faith together. As said in Psalm 
32:8, “The Lord says “I will guide you 
along the best pathway for your life. I will 
advise you and watch over you.” This 
verse stands out to me and connects to my 
faith because during my camp experience, 
I knew that God sent me there for a 
reason since I learned that God will be 
there for me and always hold to door of 
adventure open for me.  

(cont. pg. 7)  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Our Graduates! 
Congratulations to the following high school and 
collegiate graduates: 

Abigail Howell  
 Graduate: Hinsdale Central 
 Attending: Indiana University  

Alex Hughes  
 Graduate: Hinsdale Central  
 Attending: Wake Forest University 

Grace McCabe  
 Graduate: Hinsdale Central  
 Attending: University of Iowa  

Brady McKay  
 Graduate: Hinsdale Central  
 Attending: University of Iowa 

Ella Roberts  
 Graduate: Lyons Township  
 Attending: Valparaiso University  

Caroline Cimo  
 Graduate: University of Illinois  
       (Champaign/Urbana) 
 BA Communication & Bus. Minor 

Heather Lindberg  
 Graduate: Purdue Northwest 
 BS Nursing  

Annie Rusthoven  
 Graduate: University of Missouri  
 BS Elementary Education & Psychology Minor 

Abigail Schoneman  
 Graduate: Illinois State University  
 BS Elementary Education  

Eileen Toomey  
 Graduate: St. Louis University  
 Ph. D. Industrial Organizational Psychology   

We continue to pray for you as you begin this next 
chapter of your lives! 
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The people that sparked my faith most in that week were 
my counselors and staff at camp. We all had to have a “one 
on one” with our counselor at one point and talk about our 
faith. My counselor taught me to stay close with god and 
those who love you. She taught me how to direct my love 
towards god and embrace every moment of life. One other 
moment during camp that I felt closest to God was the few 
minutes we had to ourselves after club. We silently walked 
out of club and reflected on what we value most and 
thought about our faith. We sat on the concrete path and 
watched the sun set. We were isolated from everyone else 
and just had time to think about God. Overall, my faith 
reflects around who guides me to developing a bigger idea of who God is and what he means to me. 
People like my family, friends, counselors, and church family who have all enforced the true meaning 
of faith to me throughout my two amazing years of confirmation. 

Matthew Hughes

I believe that sharing a sign of God’s peace is one of the most important things in our faith. Every 
church service we cut out two to three minutes to take that time to share God’s peace. Whenever I 
shake anyone’s hands and say peace be with you, and they say it back, I feel closer to God. Although 
sharing God’s peace is such a small gesture, it has a great meaning behind it and it has immense 
ability to share God’s love.  

The sharing of the peace does not only happen in church though. It happens everywhere, it surrounds 
us in the everyday world. There is a new kid at my school who is very shy and he did not really fit in at 
the table he was sitting at when he first arrived. So I went over and asked if he would like to sit with 
me and my friends. Now, that same kid talks to everyone in the grade and is well liked. I felt and still 
do feel God’s peace when I talk to him. Saying hello, 
holding the door for someone, even just smiling; these 
are all little things we do every day, but it is sharing 
God’s peace.  

We pass our happiness and peace to the people we do 
these kind deeds to. Then they pass it along to the 
next person. This is what spreading our faith is. We as 
Lutherans believe that God’s peace and grace should 
be spread, and sharing that peace with all of you has 
made me become closer to God and my faith. 

Confirmation Guides 
We are currently seeking three or more Confirmation 
Guides for the coming season. Confirmation Guides 
traditionally serve for two years. Guides meet with 
students most Wednesdays throughout the program 
year (school year) and spend time with students as they 
continue the process of discerning their own faith. 
Please consider joining us in the Fall! Anyone 
interested is encouraged to contact  Tyler 
(tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org)! Thank you for your 
continued support of the ministry to our students here 
at Redeemer! 
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Upcoming Dates

Mark your calendars!  

Confirmation Guide Orientation  
August 15 at 6:00pm 

Parent/Student  
Confirmation Orientation  

August 22 at 6:00pm 

Congregational Picnic 
Sunday, August 26 at 11:15am 

First Confirmation Class  
Wednesday, August 29 at 6:00pm 

Rally Day  
Gods Work Our Hands  
Sunday, September 9 

Sunday School Starts  
Sunday, September 16

mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
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Youth Gathering Report 
Nine of our high school students and four adult leaders have returned from the National Youth 
Gathering in Houston, Texas. While in Houston, students worshipped, learned, and served alongside 
31,000 of their Lutheran brothers and sisters across the United States and Puerto Rico. On July 8, 
students regaled the congregation with their experiences from the gathering. If you are interested in 
learning more, please feel free to contact Tyler, and he will work to get you connected with the 
participants from the trip. 
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New Song 
Meet Some Old Testament Characters

Samuel, David, and Ruth 
Our scripture readings this summer have taken a slightly different course than our usual source of 
the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL). The RCL is a three-year cycle of readings appointed for each 
Sunday. It includes an Old Testament passage, a Psalm, a reading from an Epistle, and a Gospel 
reading. During June and July, we have used some optional Old Testament and Psalm readings. 
Instead of an OT reading that is chosen to coordinate with or compliment the Gospel reading, we’ve 
had a series of passages that are “semi-continuous.” We started with the story of God calling Samuel 
as a young boy and have read through to the anointing and reign of King David. By the way, there’s 
much more to David’s story that we will not get to this summer! We covered much of 1 Samuel 3 – 2 
Samuel 11. If you missed some weeks, go back and fill in the gaps. 

We will spend August studying the story of Ruth. I would 
encourage you to read the book of Ruth in one sitting. It won’t 
take long; I read it during my girls’ swim lessons one day. I have 
read the story many times before, and I’ve watched more than 
one musical dramatization of the story, but I still had new 
questions. I found words and concepts that I wanted to look up 
(again) and try to understand better. The story is rich and 
engaging, but concise. Find a free Bible app for your device if you 
want an easy way to read wherever you go! I can’t wait to hear 
how the story unfolds in the context of our worship services in 
August.  

There are still several opportunities to participate in music-making this summer. You don’t have to 
be a current or past member of these groups to join us on a Summer Choir or Bells Sunday, just show 
up at 9:00am on these weeks and I will have music ready for us to prepare for the 10:00 service that 
morning. 

July 15 – Summer Choir 
July 29 – Summer Bells 

August 12 – Summer Bells 
August 26 – Summer Choir 

Regular rehearsals will start again on Wednesday, September 5: Alleluia Ringers; 5:45-6:45pm and 
Festival Choir; 7:30-9:00pm. Praise Band will continue to meet as needed throughout the summer. 
Please talk to me if you are interested in this group. 

Peace, 
Heike 

Wednesday Evening Worship  
This summer on Wednesday Evenings, sermons will take two different forms and sometimes both. We 
will fully embrace our participatory structure. On some Wednesdays, our preachers will be our 
confirmands reading their faith statements. On other weeks, the worshipers will form the sermon 
meaning you will be given a question to ponder during the reading and then have a chance to share 
stories with one another to form an interactive sermon. On other Wednesdays, we might do both. The 
readings will come from one or more of the four lectionary readings assigned for the following Sunday. 
Watch your weekly emails to see who will be sharing each week, and what the questions will be. 
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DuPage PADS Shelter 
We are Open!

The DuPage PADS shelter at Redeemer is open for our 15th summer and will continue every Saturday 
evening—Sunday morning through the end of September. 
  
Redeemer is planning to staff the shelter one more time this summer: September 1–2. There are 
still opportunities to join in this important church mission.   

Sign up here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here2 

  
If you have questions, please contact Dirk Landis at 312-953-9547 or dirk.landis@gmail.com or 
Valerie Lee at 630-926-6515 or valerie@ml2holdings.com. Thank you for your help and support. 

HCS Food Drive 
Mission Outreach would like to let you know that we will be conducting our annual food drive for the 
HCS Food Pantry during the month of August. A donation box will be set up in the hallway near the 
office. Any packaged or canned items are welcome. We just ask that they have ample time left on any 
expiration dates. In the past, the pantry had been especially in need of items like bleach, feminine 
hygiene products, toilet paper, disposable diapers, soap and other personal care items. If there are 
additional items they especially need, we will update you as the time draws closer. 

Redeemer has always come through with significant donations in the past. And 
the need is no less great this year. The Hinsdale pantry has historically 
served Southeast DuPage County but has now expanded to also serve 
parts of west central Cook County. They are located in the Memorial 
Building in Hinsdale and also operate a second pantry at the Anne M. 
Jeans Elementary School in Willowbrook. Thank you for supporting 
this important ministry. 
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Faithful Gardeners 
Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners meet every second Saturday from May 
thru October (Upcoming dates: July 14, August 11, September 8, and 
October 13. Starting at 8:00am (7:30am in July), the team works for 
about an hour. Everyone is welcome to take part in keeping our gardens 
welcoming, neat, and colorful. If you cannot come on Saturdays, you can 
be assigned a section of garden that you can take care of on your own 
time; a fun activity for family, friends, or a committee — take charge of a 
small garden section.  Responsibilities include: light weeding, some 
planting, trash pick up, and watering, if needed. The rain date is always 
the following Saturday. Please join our cheerful fellowship group to keep 
our gardens beautiful. Many hands make light work! Contact Connie 
Bothen (ckbothen@aol.com) for more information. 
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NAMI DuPage (a 
Redeemer mission 

partner) will host its 
annual Run for the 

Mind 5k run/walk on  
Saturday, September 22 

to increase mental 
health awareness and 
end the stigma. For 

more information go to 
www.namidupage.org

http://www.namidupage.org/
mailto:ckbothen@aol.com
http://www.namidupage.org/
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Thank you to…. 
Thank you to Karen Kinahan our 2017/2018 Church Council President. Thank you to our outgoing 
council members at large: Galen Banashak, Karen Burns, and Jim Toomey. We truly appreciate their 
outstanding leadership, service, and the time they served on the council these past two years.  

Thanks to everyone continuing to serve and our new members on Church Council: Lanny Wilson, 
President; Kris Mahon, Vice President; Scott Spaniol, Secretary; Mark Rosland, Treasurer; Linda 
Carpenter, Financial Secretary; and our members at-large Bob Rusthoven, Marie McGann, Sandy 
Ditewig, Douglas McArthur, and Stephanie Seppanen. 

All who helped with the pot-luck supper on June 20th: Bruce Forbush for making the grocery run, 
Andy and Janet Schoneman for bringing their grill and cooking the food, and Cindy Cimo for help 
organizing and setting up 

To members of the Music and Worship Committee who have helped plan our Wednesday evening 
services this summer: Kate Howell and Sara Spaniol and also Linnea Wilson. 

To the confirmation students who have shared their Faith Statements on Wednesday nights: Grant 
Howell, Meredith Lee, Evan Metzler, Jack Levine, and Cole Korfist  

Thank you to Jane Gavran for her generous donation of flowering plants to our Redeemer gardens. 
Thanks to Dave Dover, Sue Murphy, Diane Homann, and Connie Bothen for planting these flowers.  

Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners for planting, weeding, and watering during these hot summer days.  

Redeemer was the host for Pads on Saturday, June 30/Sunday, July 1. A BIG thank you to the many 
wonderful volunteers that set up, shopped for food, served meals, cleaned up, covered the overnight 
shifts, and washed laundry: Cindy Achepohl, Karen Burns, Candy & Don Hamilton, Scott Felde, 
Jenny Corcoran, Sue & Evan Metzler,   Valerie Lee, Jo Changelian, John Malkoski, Margaret & Jim 
Schlegel, Jacquie Ravnic, Dirk Landis, Kate Sahlas, Bruce Forbush, Nicole Melody, Jeri Powers, 
Linnea Wilson, Sonya & Ken Hook, Carrie Delzer James, Jill Korfist, Caryl Molinaro, Vicky Panos, 
Brian & Joe Schwab, David Dover, Patricia Quast, Connie Bothen, and Andrew Doege.  

June Coffee Hour Hosts: Karen & Don Johnson, Rachel Hudson, Corcoran family, and Berg family. 

Thank you to Heike Burghart Rice, Sarah McCabe, Joan Romer, Kate Howell, Tanya Rosland, Trish 
Rosland, and others for their leadership as we planned and executed Shipwrecked VBS. Thank you to 
all the students who made up our crew leaders and station leaders and helpers (Preston Sieben, Abby 
Swanson, Judy Rosland, Grant Howell, Abby Howell, Anna Howell, Michael Howell, Tim Rosland, 
John Hines-Shah, Cody McKay, Sarah Rusthoven, Grace McCabe, Catie McCabe, Kyra Graeb, 
Thomas Graeb, Alex Sheppel, Colette Conway, Meredith Lee, and Akeelah Flax); without your help 
VBS would not have run as smoothly as it did! 

Thank you to Elizabeth Hunter, Frank Masek, and Trish Rosland for their leadership in Houston at 
the National Youth Gathering. Thank you to the students, AJ Mazikowski, Amanda Rosland, Dot 
McCarthy, Evan Hunter, Hadley McCarthy, Judy Rosland, Kyra Graeb, Sarah Rusthoven, and 
Thomas Graeb for making this one of the best National Youth Gathering experiences I have had the 
privilege to be a part of. I look forward to the next Gathering, in Minneapolis in 2021. Finally, thank 
you again to the congregation of Redeemer Lutheran Church, who have supported our students 
through financial contributions and prayers throughout our entire experience! —Tyler Parks  
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Chuck Schmidt for making more wooden blocks for the quilter’s tables. 

Frank Masek for assisting with Redeemer’s fire inspection. 
 
June Altar Guild volunteers: Jo Changelian, Carolyn Burjan, and Sue Couglin. 

Many thanks for the cards, calls, prayers, meals, and rides to PT after my knee replacement 7 
weeks ago. Dick and I were reminded these past weeks why Redeemer has been family to us for 
35 years, through joys and sorrows and most recently, surgery. Thank you, thank you!  

—Ellie Goers 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  

Serving in July & August 
July Altar Guild: Bruce Forbush, Suzanne Coughlin, and Carolyn Burjan 
August Altar Guild: Jo Changelian, Suzanne Couglin, and Carolyn Burjan 

July Ushers 10:00am: Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, Jim Toomey, Paul Rosland Jr., and Douglas McArthur 
August Ushers 10:00am: Linda Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer-Sheppel, Rick Vogel, and Sue Metzler 

Offering Counters in July: Ann & Ted Doege, and Andy Schoneman 
Offering Counters in August: Carolyn & Jerry 
Burjan, and Mary Landis 

July Coffee Hour:  
July 1:  Hines-Shah family    
July 8:  ELCA Youth Gathering participants 
July 15: Sue Metzler  
July 22: Vogel family 
July 29: open 

August Coffee Hour:  
Aug. 5:  Levine family 
Aug. 12: Linnea Wilson 
Aug. 19: open 
Aug. 26: open 

Prayer Chain 
Ann Doege  

Summer Worship Schedule  
Through Labor Day Weekend 
Sundays at 10:00am  
Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

Change of address: 
Kim Enders 
354 Forest Road 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 
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SAVE THE DATE 
LWR SCHOOL KIT MAKING  

Sunday, September 9 at 9:45am 

Let’s Build Kits of Care! 
 

Our congregation is collecting items to 
assemble 500 school kits to donate to 

Lutheran World Relief. Our kits will go 
around the world, helping people in need 

provide for their families. 

 YOU CAN HELP!  

‣ Purchase items needed to defray costs, 
see MO bulletin board. Items due by 

August 1  

‣ Help assemble school kits September 9 at 
9:45am. All ages welcome! 

To learn more about LWR Kits of Care, 
including where kits are helping, 

visit buildkitsofcare.org 

http://buildkitsofcare.org/
http://buildkitsofcare.org/


JULY/AUGUST 2018 REDEEMER RECORD

The Church and Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of 
important social concern and develop resources to inform, motivate, and 
train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our community and 
beyond. 

Inspired by our conversations, and emboldened by the knowledge that the 
Holy Spirit is at work with us, the Church and Community members have 
been involved in areas of important social concern: 

Debby Irving, author of Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race was in town and was part of a seminar at the Union Church. We were there and talked 
about it at our last meeting. 

Heroin and Opioid Treatment and Education (HOPE) is ongoing in DuPage County. 
We are there, talking about partnerships, treatment options, crisis intervention, and so much 
more. 

The Regional Forum on Mental Health and the Justice System was held on June 12th 
at the Medinah Shriners Center in Addison. We were there, trying to understand how to keep 
people with mental illness in health care settings rather than in prisons. 

An Analyzing and Understanding Systemic Racism workshop will take place on 
Thursday through Saturday (July 26-28, 2018) at Loyola University’s Lake Shore Campus. We 
invite you to join us. Call Sara Spaniol or the Church Office for more information. 

We continue to meet regularly with DuPage United. We sincerely hope to have a closer 
alignment with this Organization of Organizations in DuPage County later this year. 

Families Belong Together Rally: We were there in large numbers on June 30, 2018. 

Coco Movie and Mexican Fine Arts Museum in the Fall: This 
will take place on All Saints’ Day weekend (November 2-4): On 
Friday night (Nov. 2), we’ll see the movie, Coco. It is a 2017, Pixar, 
lively, colorful, and wonderful, computer-animated fantasy film. The 
musical journey involves and explains Mexico’s tradition of honoring 
“Dia de Muertos” (Day of the Dead). We’ll talk about this, and 
maybe do some food and crafts. On Saturday (Nov. 3), we’ll travel to 
the Mexican Fine Arts Museum and do lunch afterward, and on 
Sunday (Nov. 4), we’ll probably have a Dia de Muertos display at 
Church, an adult forum, and a Sunday school craft.  

The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is making progress. Well over a year ago, with Bishop 
Miller in attendance, we had a panel discussion during our adult forum hour, made up of Redeemer 
members who were, or had family members who were, members of the LGBTQ Community. It was 
tremendously well received. RIC is a continuation of that conversation. While often precipitated by 
the LGBTQ Community, the spirit of RIC is to be a welcoming and safe place for anyone who finds 
themselves at the margins of society. While many of us are blessed with loving support networks, this 
is not true for everyone. The church can and should be a place of support where we can bring our 
whole selves. We hope to create a Welcome Statement, making it clear that we are welcoming and 
affirming to all. The journey continues. 

Mark your calendars for: 1) Sunday, September 9 at 12:30pm when our next People’s Supper will 
focus on the ongoing book study, America’s Original Sin, and 2) Thursday, July 12 from 5:00pm 
until 6:30pm, when we will reconvene our next Church and Community Group Monthly 
Meeting. 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Racism? Of Course Not! — Gracism? Hopefully!


“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  

 —Galatians 3:28 

My Small Group at Church is reading a book called America’s Original Sin by Jim 
Wallis – preacher, teacher, author, and activist. Since I have read other works by 
him, I expected this book about racism in America to be important and easy to 
read. It did not disappoint. After reading it, I am convinced that we need to find 
ways to fix the many inherited problems associated with the founding of our 
country. White Europeans overpowered America’s indigenous people (The Native 
American Race) and used enslaved Africans (The African-American Race) to help 
create wealth for white Americans. We cannot go back and change history, but we 
can influence the future. By choosing Gracism over Racism (hopefully), as many 
of our youth and enlightened ones already have, we are preparing a kinder, more 
peaceful, and more productive place for everyone in this great nation to be born, 
to raise a family, and to grow old. 

Racism exists whenever prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism is directed against someone of a 
different race based on the belief that one’s own race is superior. Although violent acts make the 
news, subtle indifference and denial quietly perpetuate racism. We must stay informed and develop 
evolved consciences through honest and earnest conversations. Being attentive to our own 
subconscious thoughts is paramount as we expose and try to rid ourselves of racist biases, perhaps 
introduced during our formative years. In the early 1900’s, the African-American scholar, W.E.B. 
DuBois used statistical analyses to provide evidence that it was systemic oppression – rather than 
inherent inadequacy – that kept black people disenfranchised and exploited economically. More than 
100 years later, although less obvious, systemic oppression still exists. This one Nation under God, 
indivisible, must do a better job providing liberty and justice for all. 

Gracism is compassionate consideration and respect shown to those of a 
different race. This is the opposite of racism. God’s children come in many 
shades of brown and black and white. We also have many other physical and 
emotional qualities which differentiate us. Our diversity is amazing! In his book 
Gracism – The Art of Inclusion, Pastor David Anderson, author of the word, 
gracism, says that “Gracism focuses on race for the purpose of positive ministry 
and service. When the grace of God can be communicated through the beauty of 
race, then you have gracism.” Hopefully, in time, our multicultural and 
multiracial Nation will live the reality of what “indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all” truly means as we show respect and share grace-filled love with 
one another.  

As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us reject racism in all of its forms while embracing 
gracism. This is a hopeful new reality in which all are welcome, extending favor and kindness to one 
another – regardless of color, class, culture, or orientation – because we are God’s one holy family.  

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” —Pledge of Allegiance 
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July 2018 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

2 3 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

4 
Independence Day 

Office Closed

5 
7:30am Prayer Group 

6 7 
7pm DuPage PADS

8 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

9 10 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

11 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer Meeting 
7pm Worship

12 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and the 
Community 

13 14 
7:30am Faithful 
Gardeners 
10am Filippi 
Visitation 
11am Funeral 
7pm DuPage PADS

15 
9pm Summer 
Choir 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

16 17 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

18 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer 
Meeting 
7pm Worship

19 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group 
@Egg Harbor 

Notice: Seal Coating 
No Parking in Lot

20 

Notice: Seal Coating 
No Parking in Lot

21 
11am Leadership 
Visioning Retreat 
2:30pm Church 
Council Meeting  
7pm DuPage PADS

22 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

23 24 
10am Bible Study 
1pm Staff Meeting 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

25 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer 
Meeting 
7pm Worship

26 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 
7pm Worship and 
Music Committee 

27 28 
7pm DuPage PADS

29 
9am Summer 
Bells 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

30 31 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon
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August 2018 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodians  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

HCS Food Drive 
All Month Long

1 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer 
Meeting 
7pm Worship

2 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 
5pm Church and the 
Community 

3 4 
7pm DuPage PADS

5 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

6 7 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

8 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer 
Meeting 
7pm Worship

9 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 

10 11 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners 
7pm DuPage PADS

12 
9am Summer 
Bells 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

13 
7pm Mission 
Meeting

14 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise 
Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

15 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

16 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 

17 18 
7pm DuPage PADS

19 
10am Worship 
7:30pm AA

20 21 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

22 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
3pm Renewing 
Redeemer 
Meeting 
7pm Worship

23 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 

24 25 
7pm DuPage PADS

26 
9am Summer 
Choir 
10am Worship 
11:15am Picnic 
7:30pm AA

27 28 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band

29 
9:30am Quilters 
1pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship 

30 
7:30am Summer 
Bible Study 

31 
7:30pm Hamilton 
Musical in Chicago
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the Redeemer Record 
Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 Sundays at 10:00am


Wednesdays at 7:00pm

Continues through Labor Day Weekend 

Sunday, September 2
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