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Spiritual Roadwork
When I first moved back to Chicago, part of me was excited to have
seasons again. I was thinking, of course, of Spring, Summer, Fall
and even Winter. But what I had forgotten is that there are only
two seasons here: Winter and Roadwork.
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Faith in Christ Jesus is what
makes each of you equal with
each other, whether you are a
Jew or a Greek, a slave or a free
person, a man or a woman.
—Galatians 3:28
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Now is the summer of our roadwork here in Hinsdale. Even if you don’t live
in town, coming to and going from church you’ve probably experienced the
inconvenience and the mess of this year’s improvements. Chicago Avenue
is ripped up, as is York Road. The detour to Ogden keeps changing and
even County Line isn’t spared. The way into Redeemer isn’t easy this
season, and it strikes me that this might just be a metaphor for our modern
day.
It isn’t easy to go to church.
This could be a good opportunity to comment on modern day barriers to
church attendance. Work requirements, school and sports commitments,
family obligations, and our general business and over-commitment
number among them. And this would be worth noting, except that we all know we can get to church.
We know what to expect, we know how things will work, and, perhaps most importantly, we know
that we will be welcome when we come.
Not everyone can say that.
Think of what it would take to come to a church if you knew that nearly everyone present would be a
different race than you are. What if you experienced mobility challenges and didn’t know what the
bathrooms would be like? What if you were a single parent or had a child with autism or had recently
had surgery making it difficult to sit or kneel? What if your sexual identity or gender expression were
forbidden in the church before? What if you were forever having to explain yourself and defend your
place in the congregation?
Would you dare to come at all?
Experts tell us it isn’t enough to simply say, “All are welcome.” Too often people have experienced
this as a false promise, particularly in church. They have found themselves stared at, gossiped about,
or ignored. No wonder they don’t come to church! I don’t know that I would either, were I in their
shoes.
Which is a problem for us all.
As Christians, we are called to make “Disciples of all nations.” St. Paul reminds us that, “There is no
Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for all are one in Christ Jesus.” Isaiah’s prophesy tells us
how to make a way for everyone:
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
-Isaiah 40:3-5
Isaiah’s vision sounds to me like a road works project that makes the world (and the church)
accessible. That makes God accessible too. And while this may mean some shifting and
inconvenience for some, if the “mouth of the Lord,” has spoken it, who are we to stand against it?
Indeed we look for the day when “all people shall see it together.”
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A group at Redeemer is working toward that end. Using Reconciling in Christ tools, they are
exploring how we intentionally welcome people into our church community. Reconciling in Christ
(RIC) is a Lutheran organization that originally came into being to help churches welcome their
LGBTQ members and neighbors. While explicitly welcoming LGBTQ people to our church is a goal of
this group, they intend for the welcome to stretch further. They want to make sure Redeemer
welcomes People of Color, people with physical and intellectual disabilities, our homeless and as well
as our housed neighbors, people with addictions or mental illnesses, single people as well as married,
and people of any and all political affiliations, ages, sizes and experience. They hope to engage in
conversation about how we all experience welcome at our church and will work together to craft a
welcome statement that encompasses who we are and who we hope to be.
While I’m not enjoying the literal roadwork around Hinsdale, I am looking forward to our spiritual
roadwork here at Redeemer. This spiritual roadwork opens up paths in our hearts, lifts up new
leaders, and welcomes in friends we never had before. I know that just as I will enjoy the wider,
straighter, flatter roads of our town, we will all enjoy being part of a more welcoming and accessible
church.
If you have questions about the RIC process or would like to be a part of a focus group, please let me
know. There will be an initial Adult Forum on the work of the group on September 16 between
services.
Thanks be to God for the welcome we have received in Christ! May we be a people who can make a
way so that all might know such grace.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah

Those Yet to Come
A Forum for Youth and Adults
Sunday, September 16, 9:45am

The Renewing Redeemer campaign called for a facility update to ensure we’re
ready to welcome “those yet to come.”
Who might “those yet to come” include?
How do you know that you’re welcome when you go someplace new?
Is “welcome” the same for people of different backgrounds and life experiences?
How would you explain why Christians need to be welcoming?
Building on the momentum of Renewing Redeemer, a growing group of Redeemer members have
been gathering to discuss welcome in the context of becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
congregation. RIC is a movement among Lutheran congregations to state an intentional welcome
specifically naming groups of people who often feel unwelcome in churches and, in some cases, in
society. Writing, adopting, publicizing, and being faithful to a Statement of Welcome and Affirmation
is at the core of the RIC process. It makes clear the depth of a congregation’s commitment to
practicing authentic hospitality — offering a true Jesus welcome — to each of us already here at
Redeemer as well as to “those yet to come” no matter who they may be.
Please join us on September 16 at 9:45am to learn more about Reconciling in Christ, to hear
members of your church family’s perspectives on welcome, and to learn how you can participate in
the creation of a welcome statement.
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Youth and Family Ministries
Sunday School Rally Day | September 9 at 9:45am
Children and families
are invited to come and
celebrate the kickoff of a
new year of ministry at
Redeemer by stopping
by the Fellowship Room
at 9:45am to help make
Back-to-School Kits for
Lutheran World Relief.
Families are invited to lend a helping hand in creating over
500 School Kits. Tyler will be in attendance, and families
will be able to signup their students for Sunday School.

3rd Grade Bibles | Sunday, October 7 Worship

Confirmation
Dates
September 5
Dinner (5:30pm) / Class (6:00pm)
Topic: “Holy Communion”
September 12
Class (6:00pm)
Topic: “The Lord’s Prayer”
September 19
Class (6:00pm)
Topic: “Grace”

Third grade students and their families are invited to attend
services on Sunday, October 7, where they will receive their
Bibles. The hardcover Spark Bible helps kids and families
September 26
explore the Bible in a personal way and makes it easy to
No Class
interact with God’s Word. It features stickers that introduce
Guide
Meeting
(6:00pm)
Bible marking methods and includes kid-friendly
introductions to the books of the Bible, along with
definitions, facts, trivia, and questions to help students and
families think about their faith. Parents, we look forward to connecting your family to this resource
on Sunday, October 7!

2019 Youth Mission Experience
As you may have already heard, the rumors are true! Redeemer students will have the opportunity to
travel to Colorado Springs, Colorado for a week of amazing ministry with Next Step Ministries that
will be sure to strengthen their faith as well as their relationships with the people God has placed in
their lives. Students will have the opportunity to serve an under-resourced nonprofit, Family Life
Services, by helping with building repair and maintenance as well as partnering with the many local
churches in the Colorado Springs area to work relationally in the
community. You can find more information about Next Step
Ministries and their Colorado Springs site here:
http://nextstepministries.com/colorado-springs-colorado/
All currently enrolled 8th – 12th grade students and families are
invited to attend the 2019 Youth Mission Trip Informational Meeting
on Wednesday, September 12 immediately following worship at
7:30pm. It will be here that we discuss all the logistical details, as well
as begin the conversation about fundraising opportunities. Families
will be able to make deposits at this meeting to hold a spot for their
student for this trip. We plan to book transportation as early as
possible, so the sooner we have our numbers the better!
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High School Youth Group
All High School Age Youth are invited to meet up for a Mini Golf
Outing on Sunday, September 30 at 6:30pm. RSVP to Tyler no later
than Wednesday, September 19 to ensure we reserve plenty of
clubs. We will decide on a location once we know how many are
planning to attend.
Tyler will also be putting a group together to go checkout the
World’s Largest Corn Maze and Adventure Farm in October. This
event will take place on Saturday, October 20. We will plan to meet at Redeemer at 1:00pm and
arrive at Richardson Adventure Farm in Spring Grove, Illinois around 2:30pm. There are tons of
activities included in the General Admission price, and there’s even a 50’ observation tower and 750’
long zip line (added cost). General Admission will be $20 per student. We will plan to leave
Richardson’s Adventure Farm at 6:00pm and return to Redeemer by 7:30pm. Students should RSVP
with Tyler, no later than Wednesday, October 10, so that we can make sure we have enough
transportation.

Communion Classes Begin
Students starting 4th grade or higher and their families are invited to join us for Communion Class
this year! Pastor Katie will kick us off with Communion Class Orientation on Sunday, September 23
from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. If your student has not yet had the opportunity to learn more about the
bread, the wine, and all the “other stuff” that is involved, you are not going to want to miss this four
week series. Full dates and times posted below:
Sunday, September 23
Sunday, September 30
Sunday, October 7
Sunday, October 14
Sunday, October 21
Sunday, October 28

Orientation (4:00–5:30pm)
Communion Class (4:00–5:30pm)
Communion Class (4:00–5:30pm)
Break: No Communion Class
Communion Class (4:00–5:30pm)
Communion Class (4:00–5:30pm)

Tyler’s Book Recommendations
Since I’ve been commuting, I’ve been listening to a lot of books through an app connected to the
Public Library. A couple of weeks ago I decided to listen to a book that I had picked up a couple of
years ago at a Youth Ministry Conference but had never gotten around to reading. The book is called
Love Does and is written by Bob Goff.
I got to listen to Bob Goff speak about this book at that Youth Ministry Conference
a few years ago and was amazed by his intensely joyful spirit. I was reminded of
that joy as I listened to the audiobook version of Love Does, and then followed
that up with his newly released book, Everybody Always. These two books have
opened up my eyes and my heart to what it means to truly love unconditionally,
and to become love to someone else. In Everybody Always, Goff takes his
message from Love Does a step further by challenging readers to love everyone –
even those whom we think of as unlovable – without limits or distinctions.
These two books have reinvigorated in my heart what Jesus tells us about how we
are called to follow him. I highly recommend everyone purchasing (or borrowing)
these books at once and encourage you to be open to how the Holy Spirit is
moving you to become love to everybody always. I’m still processing these great books and would
love to process it with you! I’ll be ordering a couple copies for our library for you to check out! Once
you’ve finished a book (or both), I’d love to connect with you over a cup of coffee!
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Adult Education Forum Schedule
Dr. Kurt Hendel will be joining us this Fall on Sundays, September 23 through October 14. He will be
covering The Lutheran Confessions: Resources for the Church’s Life and Mission. Join us between
services as we continue to learn from Redeemer’s long-time friend, Dr. Kurt Hendel.
September 23
The Lutheran Confessions: Their Historical Context
September 30
The Authority of the Lutheran Confessions:
The Confessions’ Claim and the Church’s Claim
October 7
The Lutheran Community: A Church With An Evangelical-Catholic Identity
October 14
Fireside Chat: A Time For Conversation and Reflection

Renewing Redeemer
Renewing Redeemer members are meeting frequently during the week,
collaborating to make careful decisions on appliances, finishes, storage,
technology and security to meet our goal of long-term updates that will
last 30 years and beyond. At this time, the ramp project has been
postponed; the cost came in at nearly three times the allocated budget,
so the Church Council has approved deferring this project until
additional funds become available. We are excited to report that the
Council has approved a solution to the long-standing, problematic
bottleneck entering and exiting the narthex: construction of an
expanded walk area for better fellowship and flow. The Renewing
Redeemer committee continues to meet with the architect and general
contractor to make our church more welcoming and contemporary while
maximizing the congregation’s budget.

2018 Stewardship Update
Building Each Other Up

The Stewardship Committee has formed to organize this year's process. Members are Lanny Wilson,
Linda Carpenter, Mark Rosland and Paul Seppanen as chair. With Pastor Katie's guidance we have
had our initial meeting and selected the theme of Building Each
Other Up drawn from 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. During the month of
October, we'll reflect together on Paul the Apostle's guidance to the
early church and how it still applies today for us. We'll have temple
talks each Sunday during October for a member to speak about how
Redeemer builds them up and how their giving helps build up
others. If you would like to give a temple talk and share your story,
please contact Paul Seppanen. Our 2018 Stewardship process will
culminate with Pledge Sunday on October 28.
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August Food Drive
Thank You!

Let's Build Kits of Care!
Our 500 kits will go around the world,
helping people in need provide for their
families.

Thank you Redeemer again for your
generosity to HCS Family Service as they
focus on strengthening our community by
reducing hunger and promoting selfsufficiency.

Coffee Hour Hosted By Mission Outreach

Mission Outreach

New Song
It's time for Fall and all that means in terms of schedules and programming. Most students are back
at school already, and we've already begun Confirmation classes. Sunday School will start soon
(September 9, to be exact!) and music groups will begin their regular rehearsal schedules.
My family is anticipating a bit of a different fall schedule this year. Just as our kindergartener and 4th
grader settle into the new school year, our whole life will be turned upside-down by the arrival of a
new baby brother. We are in the midst of many preparations at home and at church. I am planning to
be on family leave for eight weeks as we adjust to the new addition to our family. During that time,
Mark Reynertson, retired music director from Grace Episcopal Church, will be playing organ and
piano for Sunday services. Our own Sal Garza will be stepping out of his role as tenor section leader
to direct the Festival Choir during this time. The Gargoyle Brass will be joining us for Reformation
Sunday, and we also anticipate a special guest guitarist for All Saint's Sunday. For Wednesday night
worship, Scott and Sara Spaniol, who play with the Praise Band on Sundays and also often play on
Wednesday nights, will be leading the music. I'm excited for the gifts and talents of other musicians
to have a unique opportunity to shine during this time. Come to services and sing heartily, as you
usually do! Join a music group! Here's the schedule:

Rehearsals starting Wednesday, September 5
Alleluia Ringers (5:45-6:45pm)
We will rehearse for a few weeks in September
and then again in November and December.
The exact schedule will be based on availability
of the ringers.
Festival Choir (7:30-9:00pm)
We will begin singing regularly on Sunday
mornings on September 9. We usually alternate
between the 8:30 and 11:00am services. Our
Christmas Cantata will be on Sunday,

December 23 at 10:00am. Talk to Heike or Sal if
you have any questions.
Praise Band
We will meet occasionally during the fall. Please
let Heike know if you would like to be included
in the email list to get information when the
group is meeting.
Peace,
Heike
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Wednesday Evening Worship
This fall, we will continue following the Revised Common Lectionary for our choice of Psalm and
scripture lesson. Our preachers will be prompted by a question based on the lesson, much like we did
over the summer. It will be a great opportunity to think deeper about a passage you heard on Sunday or
to hear for the first time. We look forward to welcoming our Confirmation students back to Wednesday
night services!
NAMI DuPage (a
Redeemer mission
partner) will host its
annual Run for the
Mind 5k run/walk on
Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners will continue to meet as a group to
Saturday, September 22
beautify the Redeemer Gardens on the second Saturday of the month in
to increase mental
September and October. The next dates are Saturday, September 8
health awareness and
and October 13 from 8:00-10:00am. We will be planting spring
end the stigma. For
bulbs on October 13. All are welcome! Contact Connie Bothen
more information go to
(ckbothen@aol.com) for more information.
www.namidupage.org

Faithful Gardeners

Quilt Sunday
LWR Quilt Sunday, September 30
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts will be blessed and celebrated on Sunday, September 30.
Redeemer quilters have been busy all year making quilts to support those in need.
Thanks to all our Redeemer Quilters: Bev Beener, Connie Bothen, Marge Clemmons, Rose Deets, Ann
Doege, Gwen Entsminger, Diane Homann, Karen Johnson, Faith Masek, Gail McCarthy, Hadley
McCarthy, Dot McCarthy, Natalie Murphy, Sue Murphy, Ann Roberts, Joan Rosland, Trish Rosland,
Judy Rosland, Kate Sahlas, Barbara Saniie, Barb Schmidt, Joan Schroeder, Joan Romer-Sheppel, and
Marilyn Stuewe.
The In-Gathering is on Saturday, October 6. Volunteer drivers are needed at 8:30am to load cars and
drive boxes to Downers Grove. Gloria Dei Lutheran Church opens for drop off at 9:00am. If you have
questions or can help, please contact Connie Bothen or Jay Hines-Shah.
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Congratulations Brian Schwab
Eagle Scout Achievement

On July 18, 2018, Brian Schwab achieved the Eagle Scout rank
advancement from Boys Scouts of America. His Eagle project
benefitted Hinsdale Community Preschool (HCP) and was funded by
Hinsdale Bank & Trust as well as HCP alumni families. Brian
constructed two wood-framed, glass-enclosed bulletin boards for the
entry hallway at HCP. He also coordinated a tile painting project for
current students and has provided the Director with the materials/
knowledge necessary to organize future tile painting projects. Brian
then mounted these hand-painted tiles on an exterior wall that runs
alongside the east entrance to HCP.

Thank you to….
Bruce Forbush for setting up bells early in the morning for our two summer bell Sundays.
Everyone that donated to our August HCS Food Pantry Drive. Thank you for your generosity!
Mission Outreach thanks everyone that contributed school supplies for our LWR School Kits.
Chuck Schmidt and Art Gustafson for overseeing the seal coating of our parking lot and installation
of our AC unit.
The super organized packing crew for packing up our closet supplies: Connie Bothen, Sue Graunke,
Karen & Don Johnson, Bill Murphy, Diane Homann, and Cathy Toomey.
Connie Bothen, Sue Graunke, and Cindy Cimo for reorganizing the storage closets.
Connie & Tom Bothen and Jo Changelian for donating boxes!
Marge Chapello for ordering and distributing tickets for Hamilton!
The volunteers that organized Heike’s Baby Shower: Jo Changelian, Marge Chapello, Cindy Cimo,
Sandy Ditewig, Marilyn Lindberg, Kathy Selcke, and Crystal Workman.
To the Confirmands for sharing their faith statements during Wednesday Worship: Colette Conway
and Matthew Hughes.
The July Visioning Retreat set up and clean-up helpers: Karen Kinahan, Stephanie Seppanen, Marie
McGann, Kris Mahon, Heike Burghart Rice, and Mary Landis.
Everyone that washed the PADS blankets: Entsmingers, Hansons, Hudsons, Chapellos, Workmans,
Ditewigs, McCabes, Manofskys, Graunkes, Banashaks, Carpenter, Roberts, Roslands, Selckes, and
Charles.
Our wonderful Redeemer Quilters for assisting at the funeral of Marjorie Filippi. Judy Rosland for
being an Assisting Minister.
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Redeemer’s Faithful Gardeners for planting, weeding, and watering in July and August.
July and August Altar Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush, Suzanne Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan, Jo
Changelian, and Carrie Gromer.
July and August Coffee Hour Hosts: Hines-Shah family, ELCA Youth Gathering participants, Sue &
Evan Metzler, Marcelle & Rick Vogel, Gwen & Mark Entsminger, Levine family, Linnea & Lanny
Wilson, and Sheppel family.
Thank you to Pastor Linnea Wilson and Gwen Enstminger for purchasing and delivering all of our
supplies for the Congregational Picnic.
Thank you to Pastor Linnea Wilson and Confirmation Students and Families for helping to prepare
potatoes and vegetables on Saturday; including Joan Romer-Sheppel, Alex Sheppel, Cheryl and Abby
Swanson, Frank Masek, AJ Mazikowski, and Layne Dale.
Thank you to The Seppanen Family for donating the use of their shade structure for our
Congregational Picnic.
Thank you to Mike Corcoran’s brother, Jim, for donating a tent for our Congregational Picnic. If you
need to rent a tent, contact Jim Corcoran at my partytent.com!
Thank you to Bruce Forbush who came early to help bring tables and chairs up from the basement for
the Congregational Picnic.
Thank you to Paul Rosland III, the Graeb family, Sarah McCabe, Jay Dee Cimo, and Cindy Cimo for
helping to set tables and chairs underneath the Shade Structures for the Congregational Picnic.
Thank you to the Charles Family and The Johnson’s for the use of their coolers on Sunday.
Thank you to all those who volunteered to bring desserts for the Congregational Picnic; including
Crystal Workman, Margaret Chapello, Melissa Roberts, Sarah Charles, Trish Rosland, Julie Schwab,
Matt Antinossi, and the Schulte Family.
Thank you to Charles Workman and Bruce Forbush who volunteered to set up / supervise our
Bouncy House.
Thank you to Sue Graunke, Jacquie Ravnic, Melissa Roberts, and Stephanie Seppanen who
volunteered to set up all of the food and desserts for the Congregational Picnic.
Thank you to everyone who helped to take down and put away all of the tables, chairs and food from
the Congregational Picnic; including, but not limited to Bruce Forbush, Alex Charles, Douglas
McArthur, Tom Coleman, Frank Masek, AJ Mazikowski, Paul Rosland III, Jay Hines-Shah, Ralph
Homann, Lanny Wilson, and Dirk Landis.
Bob Rusthoven for donating all of the ice for the Congregational
Picnic.
Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month
that wasn’t mentioned above.
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Serving in September
Altar Guild: Jo Changelian, Stephanie Douglas, Bruce Forbush, and Judy Rosland
Ushers
8:30am worship: Dave Mahon, Jaffa Saniie, Steve Selcke, Rick Held, and Scott Felde
11:00am worship: Bob Rusthoven, Joe Kinahan, and Carrie Gromer
Offering Counters: Linda Carpenter and Margaret & Jim Schlegel
September Coffee Hour
Sept. 2: Len & Kirsten Zalik
Sept. 9: Mission Outreach
Sept. 16: Seppanen Family
Sept. 23: open
Sept. 30: open
Prayer Chain
Ann Doege
Change of address
CarLynn Negele
Manor Care Health Services
600 Ogden Avenue
Hinsdale, IL 60521

Workman Family
7326 Summit Road
Darien, IL 60561

Baptism
Jacob Matthew Lambrecht was baptized on July 29.
Parents are Nate & Amy Lambrecht and grandparents are Leo & Sandy Ditewig.

Marjorie Rostvold Filippi

Death in the Church Family
Marjorie Rostvold Filippi was born in Nashwauk, Minnesota, one of eleven
children born to Olive and Arndt Rostvold, to whom she was devoted. After
completing a secretarial course at Hibbing Junior College, Marjorie moved to
Chicago in 1942, where she was recruited to join the U.S. War Bonds Human
Resources Department. In 1945, Marjorie married Pat, her high school
sweetheart, who was serving in the U.S. Navy. After the war, they made
Cicero their home, where they raised their six children; they later moved to
Oak Brook. Marjorie was co-owner of The Clubhouse Restaurant in Hinsdale.
She was a long-time member of Redeemer Lutheran Church, where she was
active in the PADS ministry, Quilters, and Altar Guild. She also volunteered
for the National Alliance of the Mentally Ill (NAMI). After her children were
grown, Marjorie attended the College of DuPage, from which she received her
Associates Degree in Art. She surrounded herself with art throughout her
life, and shared that love with her family. Marjorie was a devoted mother; she is survived by her six
children: Larry, Bruce, Patrick, Cara (Alan) Sand, Gina (Bob) Knutson, and Craig; she was a loving
grandmother to eight grandchildren. She is preceded in death by her daughter-in-law Dorothy
“Dottie” Filippi.
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Supporting the HCS Family Services Food Pantries
Community Pantry – Hinsdale and School Pantry - Willowbrook

Sunday, October 14, 2018 3:00 -7:00 PM
The Community House, Hinsdale
Feeding Our Hungry Neighbors
22,000 food distributions to 1,000 Families Each Year.
Serving over 400 people each week.
Rescuing over 400,000 pounds of food each year.
Blues: The Original Chicago Blues All Stars
Brews: Motor Row Brewery
BBQ: Pickens Place
Can you help this good cause?
Event Sponsorship.
Raffle Prizes.
Gift Cards.
Contact: Stan Cook at scook@hcsfamilyservices.org
or 630-323-2500 X 102

TOGETHER WE THRIVE.
Since 1937
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The Church and Community
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of
important social concern and develop resources to inform, motivate, and
train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our community and
beyond.
The Church and Community Group feels called to help our brother and sister disciples at Redeemer
put our faith into action in new ways:
1) The People’s Supper is scheduled for Sunday, September 9th (12:30), following the
11:00 am Service. Its purpose is, most importantly, developing connections between and amongst our
sister and brother parishioners. Our focus will be the summer book study, America’s Original Sin
by Jim Wallis. Having read the book or having attended one of the discussion groups may be
helpful, but neither are required – just come and enjoy food and drink and conversation.
2) All Saints’ Day Weekend (November 2nd – 4th) is shaping up to be quite an event
this year! On Friday night (Nov. 2nd), we’ll share a meal, watch the academy award winning
movie, Coco, and enjoy a discussion with activities to follow. On Saturday (Nov. 3rd), we’ll
continue the “Dia de Muertos” (Day of the Dead) theme by taking a morning bus ride to the
Pilsen National Museum of Mexican Art, with lunch to follow; and On Sunday (Nov. 4th), our All
Saints’ Day highlights will include extra altar candles, pictures of Redeemer’s saints (who have gone
before us), a guest preacher, inter-generational Sunday School activities, and a classical Spanish
guitarist.
The next meeting of the Church and Community Group has been scheduled at Redeemer for
Thursday, September 6th (from 5:00 until 6:30 pm). All are welcome in this place!
“He has told you, O mortal what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” -Micah 6:8
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Fun from the Congregational Picnic!
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey
The Metaphor of the Cup

“...my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.”
—Psalm 23:5b-6

It was probably King David who wrote, in Psalm 23, ‘my cup overflows’ to describe his gratitude for
the abundant blessings which had been poured into his life. Unlike the psalmist, no matter what our
situation, many of us have a scarcity mentality that pushes us to strive for much more than we need.
In his song, “Luckenbach, Texas” – about choosing a simpler life – country singer Waylon Jennings
explores this reality and suggests an antidote: “This coat and tie [are] choking me. In your high
society, you cry all day. We’ve been so busy keepin’ up with the Joneses – four car garage, and we’re
still buildin’ on! Maybe it’s time we got back to the basics of love.” Waylon Jennings is suggesting that
we care for one another more than the things we’re accumulating. In so doing, we can get “back to the
basics of love”!
The central question is - how large does one’s cup need to be? A
modest-sized cup is easily filled, with the probability that there will
be something left over to share with others. One of today’s
problems is that greed interferes with our decision-making, and
we lose perspective about our priorities. In Psalm 23, the ‘cup’
metaphor holds something abstract within us - such as happiness,
inner strength, and love - much more precious than the things we are accumulating. The psalmist’s
overflowing cup speaks to the gratitude he feels because of his God-given, abundant life.
Columnist Ann Landers told the oft-quoted story about a person being shown the difference between
hell and heaven. In hell, she enters a room where an inviting aroma is emanating from a large pot of
stew. Yet, every person in this hellish room is starving, miserable, and bone-thin. They all have
spoons that reach the pot, but the handles are so long that they cannot get the spoons into their
mouths. In heaven, the room looks the same and smells the same, but its inhabitants are happy and
well-fed. The difference? In heaven, the long-handled spoons are used to feed one another! Having
set aside their scarcity mindset and thankful for their abundant blessings, each heavenly ‘host’ is free
to trust, and love one another, and share their stew. This is what Jesus taught, and is the essence of
Christian generosity.
Flight attendants instruct us to place our oxygen masks on before helping
others. This is not selfish. It is the right and safe way to act. Likewise, it is okay
to fill our own cups before we fill others. This is good self-care. But after taking
care of ourselves, we should resist the desire to purchase larger and larger cups
- the ones that can never be filled - opting instead for the cups that meet our
needs. Then, our cups will have a greater opportunity to overflow; and when
this happens, we can share in our abundance with others – truly living out the
great commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves.
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, may our cups be just the right size - so that we can say
with the psalmist ‘my cup overflows’ with abundant blessings.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
“Maybe it's time we got back to the basics of love.” —Waylon Jennings, "Luckenbach, Texas"
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September 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
7pm DuPage PADS

2
8:30am
Stewardship
Comm. Mtg.
10am Worship
7:30pmAA

3

4
5
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 3pm RR Mtg.
5:30pm Confir. Din.
5:45pm Handbells
6:00pm Confir.Class
7pm Worship
7:30pm Fest.Choir

6
7
7:30am Prayer Group
5pm Church and the
Community
7pm Worship &
Music Comm.Mtg.

8
8am Faithful
Gardeners
9am Nursery Fall
Clean Up
7pm DuPage PADS

10
7pm Hinsdale
Chorale

11
12
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 5:45pm Handbells
6:00pm Confir.Class
7pm Worship
7:30pm Fest.Choir
7:30pm MissionTrip
Info Mtg.

13
14
7:30am Prayer Group
7pm Finance Com.
Mtg.

15
7pm DuPage PADS

16
17
8:30am Worship 7pm Hinsdale
9:45pm Ed. Hour Chorale
11am Worship
7:30pmAA

18
19
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 5:45pm Handbells
6:00pm Confir.Class
7pm Worship
7:30pm Fest.Choir

20
21
7:30am Prayer Group
12:30pm Staff Mtg.
7pm Church
Council Mtg.

22
7pm DuPage PADS

23
24
8:30am Worship 7pm Hinsdale
9:45pm Ed. Hour Chorale
11am Worship
4pm Comm.Class Parent Orientation
7:30pmAA

25
26
10am Bible Study 9:30am Quilters
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 5:45pm Handbells
6:00pm Confir.
Guide Mtg.
7pm Worship
7:30pm Fest.Choir

27
28
7:30am Prayer Group

29
7pm DuPage PADS

Labor Day
Office Closed
9
8:30am Worship
9:45pm School
Kit Making
11am Worship
12:30pm People’s
Supper Book Study
7:30pmAA

Staff
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager

30 Quilt Sunday
8:30am Worship
9:45pm Ed. Hour
11am Worship
4pm Comm.Class
6:30pmYouth Group
7:30pmAA

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant
Steve Swenson, Accountant
Maria Leon, Custodian
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski Sunday Custodians
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants
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the Redeemer Record

Periodical

Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256
www.redeemerhinsdale.org

Fall Worship Schedule
Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00am
Education Hour at 9:45am
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
Beginning Sunday, September 9
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