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It Is Worth It 
The Renewing Redeemer Renovation project is in full swing and is 
going well. We couldn’t be more pleased with the responsiveness of our 
architect, the care of our contractors, and the attention to detail our 
committee has taken. And then we ran into a problem… 
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Underneath the carpeting in the Fellowship Hall, we found old tile, 
which, when we sent out for testing, proved to contain a little less 
than 5% asbestos. Even with an amount this small, the message was 
clear: the floor would all have to be removed. 

By the time you read this, the process will be done. Workers are 
scheduled to complete the work over three days in late March 
(Hinsdale’s Spring Break). We’ve been assured that the people who 
will remediate the floors will do the work in a careful and 
conscientious way that won’t put any of our construction workers, 
staff, or members in danger. In any case, asbestos is only dangerous 
when airborne in particle form and the removal process shouldn’t 
cause this to happen. This is an unexpected expense and will take a 
couple days we didn’t budget for, but we at Redeemer know it is 

important to do the right thing, even if it’s more expensive, and even if it takes a little time and 
effort on our part. We know this is the only way to achieve the renovation Redeemer has 
entrusted us to do. 

It got me thinking about Holy Week. Easter is late this year – April 21 – and the church will 
certainly be packed with people. We will be glad to welcome them, (and don’t forget about the 
Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Breakfast between services!). Yet many will skip some or all of the 
other services during this most important week of the Christian year. Maybe it’s because people 
think of these services as taking up too much time and effort. Or maybe it’s because, like taking 
up an asbestos floor, they reveal some things we’d rather not admit that underlie our lives. 

It’s true, the services of Palm/Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday remind us of 
some of the darker parts of our human story. On Palm Sunday (April 14; 8:30 & 11:00am 
worship), we will cry “Hosanna” as well as “Crucify Him!” when the passion story is told. On 
Maundy Thursday (April 18; 7:00pm worship), we will strip the altar as we recall Jesus’ 
betrayal, torture, and imprisonment and our own complicit sin. Then on Good Friday  (April 19; 
7:00pm worship), we will reflect on Jesus’ death for our sake and for the sake of the world. 

These aren’t easy services, but reflecting on these things is important if we are to truly 
understand the glory of Easter. Just as we wouldn’t want to put a new floor on top of potentially 
dangerous old tiles, so we want to come to Easter’s joy with clean hearts, forgiven, renewed and 
restored. It might take more time. It might be more work. It might make us reflect on parts of 
ourselves that we are not happy with or actions that don’t make us proud, but I think it’s worth 
it. 

Blessings on your Holy Week! 

Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Week is the most sacred part of the Christian calendar. 
Plan on making all Holy Week events part of your family’s celebration. 

Stations of the Cross  
Through Friday, April 19 
This year’s stations combine images from the history of mass incarceration in 
America with those of the last day of Jesus’ life. The fourteen stations in this 
series address just some aspects of the legal, historical, and cultural context of 
mass incarceration. The stations have been hung around the sanctuary where 
you can find an explanation from the artist, Mary Button, to guide you.  

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday  
Sunday, April 14 - 8:30am and 11:00am 
On this day we recall Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We will begin the 
service with our own palm procession and joyful hymns. Yet we will not forget 
that Jesus’ kingship is like no other. Jesus’ reign will come with a cross and not a 
crown. Come hear the whole story told by our reader’s theatre. 

Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, April 18 - 7:0opm 
On this night we remember Jesus’ last meal with his friends and the one who 
would betray him. We will follow Jesus command to love others as he has loved 
us symbolized in the washing of feet. We will share Holy Communion. The 
service will conclude with the stripping of the altar.    

 
Good Friday  
Friday, April 19 - 7:00pm 
At this most solemn service of the Christian year, we will recall the night of 
Jesus’ imprisonment and death sentence handed down by Pontius Pilate. 
Redeemer’s Festival Choir and Alleluia Ringers, with the Houndstooth String 
Quartet, will present a contemplative service. Along with lessons, psalm, 
prayers, and music, we experience the closing in of darkness as candles are 
extinguished throughout the service. We leave in silence, but not without hope. 
 

Easter Sunday  
Sunday, April 21 - 8:30am and 11:00am 
“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” will be our cry as we celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord! Our church will be filled with light and 
color. Easter flowers will be arrayed, the brass and bells will play, the 
choir will sing and all will rejoice! Between services there will be an 
Easter Egg Hunt (10:15am) and an Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 
(9:45-10:45am) for the Youth Mission Trip. Bring your friends and 
family! This is one day not to miss! Childcare will be provided at both 
services. 
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New Song 
Tenebrae for Good Friday

As the candles are extinguished this Good Friday Tenebrae service, the reflections of the responsories 
will cast a light on Jesus who was imprisoned, tortured, dehumanized, and executed in a struggle to 
save humanity.   

One group of responses come from classical European composers setting traditional texts in Latin. 
The weight of the subject is held back, perhaps to give space for our prayers. 

A modern response by Peter Maxwell Davies comes from the Book of Common prayer, emphasizing 
the struggle of Christ to bear his burdens in the moment. 

Another group of responses comes from the repertoire of black spirituals, which, as Rev. James Cone 
put it, arose out of “[t]he black experience in America,” which “is a history of servitude and 
resistance, of survival in the land of death.” These are songs created by people that shared in Christ’s 
experience of imprisonment, torture, dehumanization, and death and provided profound and 
enduring art in response. 

Wednesday Night Worship  
Our Lenten Wednesday evening worship continues into April when we will hear from Stephanie 
Seppanen (April 3) as the mother of the Prodigal Son and Galen Banashak (April 10) as the servant 
from the parable. During Eastertide, we will be singing Holden Evening Prayer and sharing Holy 
Communion on Wednesday nights. 

Capital Campaign Update 
Capital Campaign Pledge payments continue to come in. Thank you for 
your timely contributions! 

To date we have collected $1,074,955 in pledge payments, cash gifts 
and transfers from our balance sheet. Along with future anticipated 
pledge payments, we remain on track to raising the $1.4 million goal 
to support Renewing Redeemer renovations. 

At the point, given we are still early into our renovations, we have not 
tapped into the $350,000 set aside from our endowment to bridge 
renovation expenses. We will continue to keep you informed of the 
balance between expense (which will all occur in 2019) and income (which 
will continue through mid-2021). 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me. Your generosity means so much! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 
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Renewing Redeemer 
Coinciding with spring, our construction project is proceeding well. The new steel supporting 
beams for the curved wall in the narthex were erected per design. The beams will be exposed for 
about a week and the congregation is invited on Sunday morning to add their signatures in 
support of the project (pun intended). 

During the past week, plumbing and electrical work continues in the upper and lower levels. Our 
committee is proceeding with specifications for office furniture, new chairs and cabinetry.  Two 
chairs selected will be available to test for seating comfort, durability and storability. 

We thank the congregation for your wonderful support of Renewing Redeemer. 
  

Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 

Check out all the progress! 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Sunday School Update  
Due to construction, our Pre-K Sunday School room will be 
moving into the Parish Room between services beginning Sunday, 
April 7. Students will remain in the Parish Room until the office is 
relocated to the Parish Room after Confirmation on Sunday, May 
5. This is coming at no surprise, as our teachers have been ready to 
“go mobile” since December. We continue to remain flexible and 
appreciate all the notice we have received from Troop Construction 
and the Renewing Redeemer Committee. At the moment, no other 
Sunday School classes will be affected by the construction 
scheduled.   
  
High School Youth Events 
Sunday, April 14, 4:00-6:00pm 
All High School Students: come take part in fun Easter activities 
and help fill Easter eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt! 

Service Opportunities: Goodwill Runs! 
There are a few carloads worth of items that Redeemer is looking 
to donate to area Goodwill stores, and we need muscle and motor 
vehicles to help us get those items donated by April 6! If interested 
in helping out (Great service hours opportunity!), contact Tyler so 
that we can coordinate a group haul! Also, bring $20 and see what 
kind of Goodwill treasures you will be able to find! 

Summer Home Activities 
If your family would be interested in hosting a Summer Home 
Activity this summer (i.e. pool party, cook out, movie night, etc.) 
please let Tyler know! As we prepare for the kickoff of a new 
program year in the Fall, this will be a great opportunity for 
students to be able to continue building up fellowship. 
#SquadGoals  

Youth & Family Vision Team 
A Youth and Family Vision Team has been created to meet 
monthly to discuss, plan, and implement ministry for youth and 
families at Redeemer. In our first meeting, team members shared 
their desire to help create safe spaces for people of all ages 
(children all the way up to senior adults) to meet, learn, and 
experience faith. Our team will also be discerning ways that 
parents may be encouraged in their own faith lives so that they can 
be leaders of faith to their students. It was a phenomenal first 
meeting, and everyone looks forward to meeting again on the 
second Tuesday of every month as we prepare for the upcoming 
program year that will kickoff this Fall! The Youth and Family 
Vision Team consists of Stephanie Seppanen, Sarah McCabe, Lisa 
Graeb, Kate Sahlas, Frank Masek, and Kirsten Zalik. Anyone 
interested being a part of this newly formed team is welcome to 
join our meetings every second Tuesday of the month at 11:00am.  
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Adult 
Education


April 7 
“Jesus and Justice in 

DuPage County.” Guest 
Circuit Court Judge Linda 

Davenport and Panel. 
April 14 

“Jesus and Justice.” Time to 
Reflect and Respond. 

April 21 
Easter Breakfast  

(No Adult Forum) 
April 28 

Mission Outreach 
“Love Inc.” 

May 5 
Confirmation  

(No Adult Forum) 

Sunday 
School


Mar 24/31: Spring Break 
Apr 7: Mary Anoints Jesus 

Apr 14: Holy Week 
Apr 21: Easter Sunday 

Easter Breakfast: 9:45am 
Easter Egg Hunt: 10:15am 
Apr 28: Doubting Thomas 

May 5: Confirmation 
Sunday 

Saul to Paul 
May 12: Mother’s Day 

Peter and Tabitha 
May 19: Last Day - Peter’s 

Dream 

Confirmation

Apr 3: Intergenerational 

Study “The Laborers in the 
Vineyard” 

Apr 10: Intergenerational 
Study “The Widow and the 

Judge” 
Apr 17: Holy Week  

Faith Statements Due 
8th Graders Only
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Easter Activities 
An Easter Breakfast fundraiser will be held in the Parish Room 
between services on Easter Sunday, April 21. The breakfast will be 
hosted by students attending the Mission Trip this summer to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. These students will be working along 
Next Step Ministries, an organization that is working to end 
homelessness in Colorado Springs by partnering with local mission 
and nonprofit organizations. Your generosity is greatly appreciated 
as we prepare for an awesome week of service this summer! 

An Easter Egg Hunt will take place between services on Sunday, April 21 at 10:15am. Over 250 Easter 
eggs will be hidden on the lawn for all our children and families to find. Our activity will begin under 
the carport with a preschool Egg Hunt taking place in the grass west of the carport, and an 
elementary Egg Hunt will take place in the grass on the south side of the church! 

Vacation Bible School Update 
On Wednesday, March 20, we received news from Troop Construction and our Renewing 
Redeemer Committee about new circumstances in the construction progress that will no longer 
allow Vacation Bible School to be held at Redeemer Lutheran Church in June as we were 
tentatively scheduled.  

After receiving the news, we immediately brought the information before the Youth and Family 
Vision Team with a proposal to seek out a local congregation that we may partner with for 
Vacation Bible School this summer. Union Church of Hinsdale and Hinsdale United Methodist 
Church were proposed. We reached out to Union Church of Hinsdale the afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 20 and left a message explaining our situation. 

On the morning of Thursday, March 21, we received a phone call from Union, who will be 
delighted and excited to partner with us this summer! Tyler will be working alongside Penny 
Johnson at Union to make sure that our students are able to register for VBS, as well as provide 
staffing support to Union from our usual VBS volunteers.  

So, here is the information that you will need to know when deciding if your child will 
participate in our VBS partnership with Union Church of Hinsdale: 

Vacation Bible School 2019 
Monday, June 24 – Friday, June 28  

12:45– 3:30pm 
Union Church of Hinsdale  

$50 per child  
max of $125 per family (for multiple children) 

Ages 4 – 5th Grade welcome to participate  
Ages 6th – 12th Grade welcome to volunteer!  

Registration: www.hinsdale.church/vbs  
Register soon. Spots are limited and filling fast! 
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Other Vacation Bible School Opportunities

Location: Hinsdale United Methodist Church  
Theme: To Mars & Beyond!  
Dates: Monday, July 15 – Friday, July 19  
Times: TBD 
Registration Opens May 1, 2019!  
Email Jennifer.austgen@hinsdaleumc.com for more information 

Location: Grace Episcopal Church  
Theme: Roar! An African Adventure of God’s Goodness  
Dates: Monday, July 29 – Thursday, August 1 
Times: 9:00am–Noon 
Cost: $75  
Ages: 3 – 11 Years Old 
R e g i s t r a t i o n : h t t p s : / / c a m p s c u i . a c t i v e . c o m / o r g s /
GraceChildrensAcademy#/selectSessions/2620113 

Children’s Bag: A Special Thanks 
Crystal Workman has generously donated her time to update the Children’s Bags that we keep 
by the entrance of the sanctuary. She was able to find affordable and more durable bags to hold 
all the activities, crayons, and books that we give out to children as they enter our worship space. 
I am so thankful for the work that Crystal put in to serve the ministries of our children! Thanks 
Crystal! 
 
 

Easter Flower Order 
To order your Easter flowers, fill out this form and drop it in the 
basket in the narthex, leave it in the church office, or mail it to:  

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale 60521.   
The deadline to order plants is Sunday, April 7. 

Please reserve the following plants: 
   Lilies ($17.50)     Red Azaleas ($20)  
   Blue Hydrangeas ($35)   Yellow Daffodils ($12.50) 

   Pick Up     Leave for Donation  

Name         Phone #     

Make checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Thank you to…. 
Marge Chapello for leading the small group study of Henri Nowen’s book, The Return of the Prodigal 
Son: A Story of Homecoming.  

Ash Wednesday pizza dinner volunteers: Sarah 
McCabe, Lisa Graeb, Evan Hunter, John Hines-
Shah, Layne Dale, and Tian Schulte. 

Crystal Workman for reorganizing the new children 
activity bags! 

Wednesday Evening Worship message leaders: 
Tyler Parks, Sal Garza, and Dick Goers.  

Church and Community Group for their dedication 
and hard work on the Adult Forum series entitled 
Jesus & Justice.  

March Altar Guild volunteers: Sandy Ditewig, Bruce Forbush, and Stephanie Douglas 

March Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Zalik family, Judy & Steve Taillie, Debbie Hill, Ann Roberts, 
Sheppel Family, Candy & Don Hamilton 

March offering counters: Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis 

Sara and Scott Spaniol for setting up Stations of the Cross in the sanctuary. 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  

Serving in April  
Altar Guild: 
Bruce Forbush and Lea Held 
  
Ushers: 
8:30am worship and Maundy Thursday (7:00pm): Linda Carpenter, Joan Romer Sheppel, Bob 
Sheppel, Rick Vogel 
11:00am worship and Good Friday (7:00pm): Sue Metzler 
  
Offering Counters: 
Team 4: Linda Carpenter, Margaret & Jim Schlegel 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
April 7 — Schulte Family 
April 14 — Karen Burns 
April 21 — Easter Breakfast 
April 28 — Berg Family 

Prayer Chain: Ann Doege 

!9



APRIL 2019 REDEEMER RECORD

!10



APRIL 2019 REDEEMER RECORD

Faithful Gardeners  
Help Wanted! All welcome.

We meet from 8:00-9:00am on the Second Saturday of each month 
May through October. Bring your own gloves. Light weeding, 
watering, and planting. Rain date is always the following Saturday. 
Mark your calendar for May 11 and June 8. Questions? Contact 
Connie Bothen 630.341.1657 text or email ckbothen@aol.com. 

Quilt Sunday  
Palm Sunday, April 14

Our quilts are made mostly from fabric donations. The quilters use donated funds to purchase 
batting and sewing supplies. Completed quilts from our area end up in the Maryland warehouse.  
There, the quilts are repackaged in plastic shrink wrap and are then shipped around the world to help 
the sick, refugees, and those affected by disaster. The quilters will announce when they are able to 
resume quilting in the Fellowship Room. We will need extra help to make up for the lost time! 

Pads Update 
Our Renewing Redeemer construction work is now well under way and some of you have asked 
where plans stand for our 16th year as the Saturday night PADS homeless shelter from the first 
Saturday in May to the last Saturday in September. Due to the unexpectedly prolonged time that it 
took to obtain permits, we are about two months behind schedule, which will clearly impact our 
ability to host the shelter here during May and June. The good news is that Hinsdale Covenant 
Church, at 4th and Garfield, has agreed to serve as the shelter site for two months, which we will still 
operate with their active support. We are very grateful for their commitment to the PADS program. 

With respect to filling in the 22 weekend schedule, we are having 
some difficulty. On the positive side, DuPage Medical has joined 
our ranks as a volunteer staffing organization through the joint 
efforts of Alix Charles, Lanny Wilson and Bob Johnson. In addition, 
Union Church has stepped up for an additional weekend. 
Unfortunately, another church, which traditionally took two 
weekends, has not yet been able to commit and one other church 
had to drop from two weekends to one. The net result is that we 
have two weekends that are still unstaffed.   

Redeemer’s two weekends to staff the shelter will be Sat/Sun, June 29/30 and Labor Day weekend, 
Aug 31/Sep 1. As is our tradition, the youth and confirmation groups will run the dinner on Labor 
Day weekend. So, mark your calendars for both dates now. We will publish our online signups late 
April or early May. 
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Church and Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and 
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our 
community and beyond. 

As we begin Springtime and move toward Easter, the Church and Community Group 
members continue, enthusiastic about opportunities to serve those in need, heal the hurting, 
connect with communities beyond our walls, and inspire Redeemer members to enjoy the fruits 
of faith in action. Hebrews 13:3 explains some of the compassionate activity we are 
witnessing: “Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those 
who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured.” This year’s Lenten 
Series, hosted by Church and Community, has been exploring issues surrounding “Mass 
Incarceration and Restorative Justice”. One of the questions we have been striving to answer is: 
“Should we be seeking ‘Retribution or Restoration’ when people have to be incarcerated?” 
We chose the title “Jesus & Justice” for our six-Sunday series: 
‣ March 10 – Precious Blood Ministries shared compelling stories from people unjustly 

incarcerated for as much as 15 to 25 years, and recently released. Great start!  
‣ March 17 – Illinois Department of Justice Ombudsman Kathy Bankhead presented. 
‣ March 24 – Dominique DuBois Gilliard is the director of Racial Righteousness and 

Reconciliation for the Love Mercy, Do Justice (LMDJ) initiative. We learned about 
Restorative Justice. 

‣ March 31 – Sharone Mitchell (with the Illinois Justice Project) and Jesse Rojo (with 
the Community Renewal Society) continued the conversation.     

‣ April 7 – The local impact of Justice Reform will be addressed in a panel discussion, 
organized by Circuit Court Judge, Linda Davenport, a fervent Christian who brings 
her faith into her decisions.   

‣ April 14 – Will provide an informal opportunity for the people who have attended the 
series to “wrap it up”, discuss what we have learned, and decide what we would like to 
do going forward. 

Other activities, in which we are actively involved, include: 
‣ The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Designation allows us to live into our new welcome 

statement. 
‣ “Faith on Tap” follows in the Martin Luther tradition of having conversations about faith 

while enjoying a brew. This small group activity is a fun and casual monthly meeting 
which takes place at microbreweries. Anyone over 21 years of age is welcome to attend. 

‣ Books addressing a variety of Justice Issues have been purchased for our lending 
library. 

‣ Stations of the Cross, in the Spirit of “Jesus and Justice”, are on display throughout 
Lent. Lenten Devotionals are also available – congruent, yet appropriate, for the season. 

‣ After The New Zealand Mosque Attacks – We prayed in solidarity with religious 
leaders from around our community at the Mecca Center Mosque in Willowbrook.   

‣ Ideas for 2019 – Field Trips to Museums: Holocaust, Native American, Field, Art 
Institute; Night in a Car/National Night Out; PADS 15th Anniversary; Suicide; 
Immigration; Public Education; etc. 

 Please join us when we gather again on Thursday, April 4 (from 5:00 until 6:30 pm). All are 
welcome! 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
Justice, to love Kindness, and to walk Humbly with your God?”                                         

—Micah 6:8 
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Reconciling in Christ Update 
On March 11, 2019 Redeemer officially became a Reconciling in Christ congregation. After our vote in 
January, the Redeemer RIC committee formally submitted our welcome statement for approval by 
the ReconcilingWorks organization. We now join as one of 865 RIC communities who have taken this 
journey to make an explicit welcome to God’s children. Redeemer is listed on RIC’s online roster of 
welcoming churches and has been provided with a packet of resources to aid us moving forward. But 
the journey does not stop here. 

In the coming weeks you will see the RIC symbol on our door, so all who enter know they belong. You 
will also see the traditional “pride” rainbow flag decal added to both of our outdoor signs, to show the 
Hinsdale community, outside our Redeemer family, that we actively seek to welcome all. Inside our 
walls, construction continues. With the addition of a family restroom for those who need more 
private assistance, this gender neutral option will also lift a barrier for members and visitors who do 
not identify with the binary gender choices typically offered for restroom use. Finally, displayed on 
our RIC board, outside the church office, you will see our official certificate, stating that we are a 
Reconciling in Christ church.   

Aside from the outward manifestation of this process, we, as a community and individuals, should 
continue the RIC journey inwardly. This is not the end of the discussions and education surrounding 
LGBTQ+ topics, as we have barely scratched the surface. Our current lessons on incarceration and 
the justice system are a perfect example of other marginalized groups who need to know that they 
and their families have love and support. In the aftermath of the horrendous attacks in New Zealand, 
we must continuously evaluate how we stand in solidarity with people of faith who don’t worship like 
us or pray like us but, like us, share in a strong conviction for their own beliefs.  

Plans are already in the works for a worship service to commemorate this momentous moment for 
our church, which will become an annual tradition. As Pride Month approaches in June, LGBTQ+ 
 celebrations around the world will remember the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New 
York City, which helped pave the way for queer rights movements for acceptance. In our own small 
way, we have just entered this movement as a community. We have taken up the cross for the 
marginalized and forgotten in Christian communities. We will indeed continue Luther’s reformation 
as we let our light shine, and rainbow flag fly, to glorify God.  

As God’s people we declare All Are Welcome. Thanks be to God.  

 

!16



APRIL 2019 REDEEMER RECORD

A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Faith and Feet - A Few Stories


“[Jesus} rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.  
After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet,  

and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.” —John 13: 4-5 

It is no small act of kindness when we care for another’s feet. Jesus, the Servant-
King, washed His disciples’ feet the night before He died to give them an example 
of the kind of ministry they should be about when He was no longer with them. 
This story of servant leadership continues to be told, and reenacted, centuries after 
it happened. During the annual, Maundy (or Holy) Thursday Service, “washing of 
the feet” has become part of the Christian prayer service, proving that the disciples 
got the message. 
      

Most feet washing in Churches is symbolic today. So, Pope Francis took that symbolism to higher 
levels when, in 2016, he washed the feet of refugees and, in 2017-2018, he washed the feet of 
prisoners. Before washing the feet of twelve prisoners in 2018, the Pope told them (and many other 
inmates) to remember that Jesus - the reason for him being there - constantly stands before them 
with love, ready to cleanse their sins and forgive them. 
      
Out of the mouth of babes, some of the purest thoughts are expressed. In preparation for Ash 
Wednesday last year, our Pastor asked her five year old daughter whether she wanted ashes on her 
forehead. “I think I’ll just get my feet washed instead,” she said. Being the daughter of a Pastor, she 
knew that there were certain rituals preceding Easter. She didn’t quite have the order or purpose 
figured out, but she knew what she preferred.  

      
In a 1969 episode of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, about one year after the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mr. Rogers talks about how hot the 
day is and how nice it would be to put his feet into a pool of cold water. In his 
front yard, he fills a small plastic pool with water and begins to soak his feet. 
Soon thereafter, African-American Officer Clemmons stops in for a visit and Mr. 
Rogers invites him to share the pool. When he accepts the invitation and the 
camera focuses on Officer Clemmons’ black feet beside Mr. Rogers’ white feet, 
this was a safe and obvious example of an integrated pool. It was a radical 

message of love and welcome and acceptance at the time – a small move toward Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s Beloved Community - that he never lived to see. 
      
On May 13, 2009, an article appeared in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association (JAMA) which I kept to read once-in-a-while. It 
reminds me of the kind of physician I aspire to be. The physician author 
describes a lovable 85-year-old woman who has diabetes, hypertension, 
sassy wit, and charm to spare; but she is worried about her toenails which 
are getting much too long, and she can no longer bend down to clip them. 
The doctor knows that it is difficult for her to get out. So, even though he 
knows that she did not expect him to clip her nails and that it is going to make him late, he offers to 
clip her nails. “Doctor, I’d feel real bad if you had to get down on the floor to cut my nails,” she 
protested. “Don’t be silly,” he replied as he placed a towel under her feet. “This is what I’m here for.”  

In God’s love,  
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 
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April 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale

2 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  Al Anon 

Vote: Polling Place

3 
10am RR Mtg. 
1pm Small Group 
at Corner Bakery 
5:45pm Handbells 
6pm Intergen. Study 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

4 
7:30am Prayer Group 
11:30pm Staff Meeting 
5pm Church and the 
Community 
7pm Worship & 
Music Mtg.

5 6

7 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 

8 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale 
7pm Mission 
Outreach Mtg.

9 
10am Bible Study 
11am Youth & Family 
Visioning Team 
5:30pm Praise Band 
6:30pm Al Anon

10 
10am RR Mtg. 
11am Quilter’s 
Breakfast at Pattis 
Sunrise Cafe 
5:45pm Handbells 
6pm Intergen. Study 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

11 
7:30am Prayer Group

12 13 
9am Palm 
Sunday Rehearsal

14 Palm Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
4pm Youth Group

15 16 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

17 
10am RR Mtg. 
1pm Small Group 
at Corner Bakery

18 Maundy Thursday  
7:30am Prayer Group 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
8pm Fest. Choir

19 Good Friday 
7pm Worship 

20

21 Easter Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Easter 
Breakfast 
10:15 Egg Hunt 
11am Worship

22 23 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band

24 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6pm Confirmation 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

25 
7:30am Prayer Group

26 
11am Friends of LWR 
Spring Luncheon 
(Avalon Banquets)

27

28 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
12pm Church 
Council Mtg.

29 30 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon
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Periodical

Stations of the Cross 
Through Friday, April 19 

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 
Sunday April 14 (8:30/11:00am) 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday April 18 (7:00pm) 

Good Friday 
Friday April 19 (7:00pm) 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday April 21 (8:30/11:00am)

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

