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Architects of God’s Vision 
Coming to work has never been so exciting. Our architect’s vision is 
coming into focus now twelve weeks into our Renewing Redeemer 
Renovation Project. With multiple workers on site everyday, the project 
moves quickly. The construction crews start the day early, so by the time I 
come through the doors at 9:00am, all kinds of things have taken place. 
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There are new walls and doorways. Carpet, vinyl and tile are going in. 
New lighting is in the ceiling, and new paint is on the walls. And yet, it 
occurs to me that it would be easy to miss each new thing in the 
renovation, if I wasn’t paying attention. And it makes me wonder about 
what else we might be missing, if we choose not to look. 

Though God may be the same “yesterday, today, and forever,” our God is 
always at work in the world doing new things. From creating the world 
to saving Noah and his family in the flood, through rescuing the Hebrew 
people from slavery and leading them to the promised land, to giving us 
the gift of the law, from the promises of the prophets to a presence even 
in exile, God is always looking for new ways to teach, lead, and love 
humankind. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are the most important 
of these new works, but they aren’t the last. Peter and Paul would do 

something new; reaching out to the Gentiles. Luther would build the church anew in his 
Reformation. Our own call to work and witness with new populations today is evidence in the 
ongoing nature of God’s call. God is making something new. Will we notice? 

When it comes to the Renewing Redeemer Renovation, it would be easy for me to stay in my office. It 
would be simple to skip out on the weekly progress meeting and let the dedicated and experienced 
Renewing Redeemer Committee make all the choices. And I’m the pastor of Redeemer! I can only 
imagine how much easier it would be for a Redeemer member, even a weekly worshipper, to miss 
large parts of this process. And what a shame that would be. How much more important is it for us to 
notice the new work God is doing in our world and in our lives? 
 
Fortunately, the process isn’t hard. When it comes to the renovation, each day after checking in with 
Cindy and hanging up my coat, I walk around the church to see what might be new. I talk to the 
contractors and our site manager, Eric. I send emails to our Renewing Redeemer Committee 
members, and I attend our weekly meeting to drill down into more details. Looking at our old plans 
helps me imagine what’s coming in the future. Having an open heart and mind and approaching the 
project with the expectation of joy and delight makes it more likely that a good result might be 
reached. 

When it comes to our lives, we can do similar things. What if each day, after waking up and drinking 
a cup of coffee, we deliberately looked for what new things God might be doing? We might see new 
things in nature as the trees begin blooming or the birds begin building their nests. We might find 
these new things in the newspaper. Where is good news even in this day and age? Where might God’s 
work of justice need to be brought to bear? We might find new things in the needs of our family and 
friends, or in the joys and concerns of our co-workers and classmates. It is always good to check in 
with Jesus, our “foreman,” in our prayers, noting any concerns and lifting up praise. Checking the 
“old plans” of scripture and gathering in “meetings” of like-minded people in worship may also help.  
When it comes to noticing the new things that God is doing, nothing is more effective than getting 
involved, whether that’s volunteering for a regular or one time project. Knowing that God has good 
plans for us should help us come at this work with open-hearts and minds. 

If we choose to perceive it, what wonderful things we might witness – not just new construction but 
new ways of being, new friends to connect with, and new hope coming to bear! God will use us to 
bring this new way into being – we get to be the architects of God’s vision for the future – and 
nothing could be better than that! 
 
As we move more deeply into the Renewing Redeemer construction project, please stop by, poke 
around, and see the new things we are doing at church. But also take the time to reflect on the new 
things God is doing in your life and in our world. May we continually be filled with joy and delight in 
all that God is doing! Thanks be to God!                                                                —Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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New Song 
From Wind and Flame to the Great Growing season

Do you remember Palm Sunday this year? Although Easter was almost as late as it could be, it was 
still very cold and snowy on that morning. Our traditional outdoor processional just wasn’t practical. 
Even processing through the church building was a little strange with the construction enclosures 
blocking part of the corridor. This year, Pentecost Sunday falls on June 9. Pentecost celebrates the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. We get a dramatic story of people speaking in many languages and 
understanding each other and visions of tongues of flames dancing on people’s heads. I can 
remember wondering very hard about the Holy Spirit. We can’t seem to see it or hear it or touch it, 
but somehow we do feel it. 

When the early believers were gathered, perhaps they needed something they could hear and see to 
begin to understand what it would mean that the Spirit was among them. It feels like an important 
part of our gathering together to engage our bodies and senses. We taste at Holy Communion, and we 
hear the word of God spoken and sung throughout the service. On Pentecost Sunday, we will watch a 
flame as we hear the Word to remember how the Spirit burns like a fire within us. We will take the 
flame with us as we process and listen for the sound of wind as it rushes through our gathering. We 
may hear other languages to remind us that we all worship the same God who meets us where we are. 

After Pentecost, we enter a long season of ordinary time. You might be tempted to read “boring” into 
the word “ordinary.” Yes, we have many weeks without church festivals or holidays, but I like the way 
Godly Play calls it: the “Great Green Growing Season.” We have a nice long time to fall into a familiar 
pattern and experience growth and transformation. I think of how I hope that my kids will get to 
enjoy lots of unstructured time over the summer. I hope in those times that their creativity will 
flourish and that their little minds will have the space and time to tackle problems that they are 
pushed and rushed through during the school year. Don’t neglect your greens! We still need the sun 
and water of gathering for worship and fellowship even in this time. You’ll begin to hear some of your 
favorite hymns over the summer, too! 

Blessings,  
Heike 

Hymn Survey 
We’ve already had such a wonderful and overwhelming response to the hymn survey, that we have 
decided to wait until the fall to hear some of your stories on Wednesday nights. 

Wednesday Night Worship  
Over the summer, we will be hearing from our recent confirmands as they share with us their full 
Faith Statements. When weather permits, we may worship amongst nature. We’ll continue to “go 
with the flow” as the ongoing construction project makes new places available for us. Don’t miss this 
midweek opportunity for worship, Holy Communion, and fellowship with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
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An Evensong �
for Pentecost 

Sunday, June 9 
4:00 PM 

Grace Episcopal Church 
120 East First Street 

Hinsdale 

with the choirs of �
Redeemer Lutheran Church and �

Grace Episcopal Church 

Gather with us for a time of  
meditative musical prayer, �

 celebrating our lives in the Spirit �
with music by  

John Ireland, Henry Purcell, 
Robert Hobby, and René Clausen�
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Capital Campaign Update 
While the Renewing Redeemer Committee stays busy refurbishing our 
facility, we continue to collect gifts and pledges for our Capital 
Campaign. We have now raised $1,122,047 in pledge payments, cash 
gifts and transfers from our balance sheet.  We are on track to 
securing $1.4M to pay for our renovations! 
  
Our expenses continue to be below $500,000. We believe we will be 
able to support another two to three months of renovation work and 
will begin borrowing against the endowment fund loan of $350,000 in 
mid-Summer.  
  
Thank you for staying on schedule with your pledge payments. 
  
Living Christ’s Call – Imagine the Difference! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Renewing Redeemer 
We are making notable progress with the installation of plumbing fixtures on the Main Level. 
The next step is finishing installation of ceiling tiles in the Fellowship Hall. New doors have been 
installed in the Fellowship Hall and Narthex. The church office has been relocated to the Parish 
Room as work begins on the new Gathering Room area and office areas. We are on schedule to 
finish by early August. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

  
Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 
 

Check out the progress! 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Vacation Bible School 
Monday, June 24 —  
Friday, June 28 (12:45-3:30pm) 
Due to construction, Redeemer will 
be partnering with Union Church of 
Hinsdale this summer for Vacation 
Bible School. We aren’t just sending 
our kids over to Union, but we plan 
to have your favorite adult and student helpers involved, 
as well! Here are a few things that you should know about 
VBS this summer: Location: Union Church of Hinsdale 
(137 S. Garfield St.), Phone Number: (630) 323-4303, 
Registration Costs: $50 per student or price capped at 
$125 per family (for more than 2 students attending). 
Scholarships can also be made available, so please contact 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org if your student would like to 
attend. Participant registration is open to children 4 years 
old up to 5th grade. Volunteer registration is open to 
youth and adults 6th grade and up! VBS Registration will 
be sent to those planning to attend. Registration has 
officially closed for participants, but if you missed the 
deadline, email tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org ASAP to see 
if we can get your child and/or youth volunteer 
registered.   

Youth Trip Fundraisers 
In the month of June, our students traveling to Colorado 
Springs this summer will be raising funds to cover a 
portion of the cost of their mission trip expenses! An 
“Envelope Wall” will be posted in the hallway on the main 
floor. Here is how you can support our students: 
1. Pick a numbered envelope off the Envelope Wall 
2. Place a check written out to Redeemer Lutheran 

Church with “Youth Mission Trip” in the memo line in 
the envelope that is equal or of greater value than the 
number on the outside of the envelope.  

3. Seal the envelope and turn it in to the church office so 
that we can record it towards our youth mission trip 
expenses. 

4. Pray for our students as they prepare for the upcoming 
summer of service in Colorado Springs! 

Our goal will be to have every envelope claimed and 
returned by June 30. If all envelopes are returned with an 
equivalent dollar amount as to what is on the outside of 
the envelope, our students will have raised over $5,000 
for their trip! This would meet our fundraising goal! We 
raised about $750 at our Easter Breakfast Fundraiser and 
are looking forward to meeting our fundraising goals! 
Thank you for your participation!  
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Congratulations Graduates 
Join us on Sunday, June 9 as we recognize 

our graduating high school and college 
seniors! Congratulations graduates! We 
wish you many blessings as you continue 

to live out your call in the world! 

Sophie Levine — Hinsdale Central 
University of Michigan: Business 

Brian Schwab — Hinsdale Central 
University of Illinois — UC: Business 

Paul Rosland III — York High School 
District 205 Transition Center 

Kyra Graeb — Hinsdale Central 
Cornell University: Engineering 

Sarah Rusthoven — Nazareth 
Elon University: Communication Design 

Michael Easley 
Miami University: Zoology  

Will Johnson — Hinsdale Central 
Washington University (St. Louis): 

Economy Strategy & Film Media 

AJ Mazikowski — Riverside Brookfield  
Triton College 

Delaney Mahon —  
Elon University: BS Exercise Science 

Northwestern University: 
Doctorate in Physical Therapy 

Steven Vogel —  
University of Minnesota:  

BS Business, Summa Cum Laude 
Travel and Settle in Minneapolis  

Doogie Warner —  
Michigan Tech: BS Computer Science 

Marquette University: 
MA Computational Science  

Nick Lazar —  
Illinois State University: BS Education 
Teaching HS Biology in Chicago area 

Chris Lazar —  
University of Illinois: BS Economics 

Professional Video Gaming 

Kelly Kinahan —  
University of Illinois — UC:  

BS Major Advertising; Minor Business 
Job at Options Clearing Corporation as 

a Market Coordinator
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Prayer and Visitation Connections 
June Adult education forums 
Are you part of the prayer chain or do you bring communion to homebound members? Are you 
interested in talking or learning about how Redeemer reaches out to people who can’t get to worship 
regularly? How are we connected in the body of Christ—how do we keep everyone present even when 
they can’t be there? 

Pastor Kaari Reierson would love to hear from you. On June 9, at 9:00am, there will be an adult 
forum and discussion group to talk about ways the people of Redeemer connect through prayer and 
visitation. Please consider joining the forum even if you are new to the topic!  

Confirmation Faith Statements 
Evan Hunter


A promise found in the New Testament in James 1:12, says, “Blessed is anyone who 
perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown 
of life that God has promised to those who love him.” 

I can reflect this promise from God in my own life, in my own challenges and trials. 
For example, whenever I am given a challenge and I master it, the reward is 

completing that challenge and looking forward to the next challenge.  

Another reflection on a baptismal promise comes from Joshua 1:9 in the Old Testament, which says: 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous; do not be terrified or discouraged, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.” This promise is significant, because it tells you that just because 
something seems impossible, that should not stop you from trying to do it.  

There are many questions we ask ourselves as we learn more about God. Questions about faith and life 
that I continue to ask myself are:  

‣ Is faith really about having constant belief in God at all times with no doubts, or is faith more about 
trusting God and working through life's challenges, knowing we are redeemed?  

‣ Is faith draining every potential drop of love in us to give to God or is faith God filling us up with 
love to give to others? 

Catie McCabe

St. Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians powerful words about what it means to 
be a beloved child of God. Ephesians 1:5 states, “He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will. To the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the beloved.” This verse 
reminds me that God loves me and calls me his own child through baptism. Every 

night before I go to bed, I say a prayer and then my mom and I share a blessing which 
reminds us of our baptism. “Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked by the cross of Christ forever.” As we say this, we mark the sign of the cross on one 
another's foreheads. It always helps me remember that I am one of God’s children and God will never 
leave me. Remembering my baptism gives me a sense of security that God will lead me on the right path in 
my life and help me through the difficult times. Every night as I think about these words, I remember this, 
and I take it with me the next day.      
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In verse 9, Paul continues, “With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ.” My parents and grandparents have prayed with 
me at meals and brought me to confirmation & Sunday school. I have spent lots of my childhood at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church. Yet, every so often I get nervous before a test at  school or while I am 
warming up for a race at a track meet. These are times when it is good for me to remember I don’t have to 
face these challenges alone. God is always with me. Sometimes it is good for me to remember what really 
matters. The score on my test and my time in the race isn’t what really matters, even though it’s good to 
strive towards positive goals. God wants me to  try my best in everything I do. Through my faith and 
confirmation classes, I have learned that I am already God’s beloved child. God has plans for me and I can 
keep trying my best to become all that God wants me to be. In all of life’s ups and downs, God meets me.      

Paul writes in verses 11 & 12, “In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined  
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so  that we 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ might live for the praise of his glory.” We are all God’s children 
and we can all live with this encouragement in our lives. This gives me assurance that God will be with me 
wherever I go, in hard and happy times. Knowing this makes me want to keep learning about what it 
means to be God’s child.   

Evan Melau

My name is Evan Melau, and I was born on April 28, 2005. I am a baseball and 
basketball player and one day hope to be in the MLB. My favorite verse of all is 
Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because 
of them for the Lord your God goes with you.” I chose this because no matter if I do 
badly in school or sports, I’m still strong and courageous and God is still with me. 

My second most favorite verse is Philippians 4:13, “For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength.” I mentioned this because when I am at school and 

doing sports, knowing Christ is with me gives me the strength to keep on going and do 
good when things seem hard or impossible. For example, when I was 11 years old my mom asked me if I 
wanted to try out for this really good baseball team called RakeCity, but I said, “There’s no way I’ll make 
it,” and she replied by saying, “Let’s just go and we will see after the tryout.” So, the day of the tryout I was 
so nervous that I was shaking all the way there. As I was trying out, I had fielded every single ground ball 
hit to me, and I hit every single ball pretty far. After the tryouts, I got into the car and told my mom, “I 
think I made the team because I did really good,” she replied by saying, “nice job, I knew you would do 
great.” Later that night my mom got an email saying, “your son Evan Melau just made the RakeCity 
team.” Then we all celebrated by getting ice cream. Even if I didn’t make the team, I will still know that 
God is always with me and he still loves me. 

Now onto some baptismal promises that I will answer. First, to live among God’s faithful people is to be a 
part of a youth group. Second, to hear the word of God means to attend worship on a regular basis. Third, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus means to help others in need. The one that is the 
hardest to promise is to attend worship on a regular basis because of daily life that I sometimes let get in 
the way. The most important is to serve all people following the example of Jesus because I think that it is 
really important to help others in need even if you don’t know them. 

Ever since I was a little kid, I would always ask my mom questions about God. For example, I would ask, is 
there a Heaven or a Hell? I would ask that because it’s not a place where y you can go and visit anytime 
you want, so I wanted to know if it exists. Another question that I would ask is, does someone need to 
attend church to believe in God? I would ask this because sometimes due to life and health you can’t 
always attend worship. As I went through the Confirmation process, I have learned to believe that there is 
a Heaven and Hell. Also, that God is always with us no matter where we are, which gives me faith that 
even if life stops me from attending worship sometimes, he’ll still love me and never leave my side. 
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Thank you to…. 
Craig Chapello and Mark Rosland for all their assistance moving the tech equipment to the temporary 
offices in the Parish Room and to Art Gustafson for coordinating and assisting with the office move. 

Pastor Katie’s Packing Crew: Sue Graunke, Connie Bothen, Kris Mahon, Karen Johnson, Sue Murphy.  
  
The wonderful hosts that organized, set up, and cleaned up the Confirmation Reception: Lisa Graeb, 
Melissa Kibler, Cheryl Swanson, Pastor Linnea Wilson, Anke Schulte, Jill Korfist.  

The Faithful Gardeners for weeding and planting in May: Connie Bothen, Gwen Entsminger, Diane 
Homann, Sue Murphy and granddaughter Natalie, Pat Quast, Linnea Wilson. 

May Altar Guild volunteers: Mary Landis, Linda Carpenter, Carrie Gromer, Bruce Forbush. 

Ralph Homann, Sandy Ditewig, Linnea Wilson, Sue Graunke, and Mark and Gwen Entsminger for 
making our "Holy Spirit wands" that we'll use in worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 9. 

May Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Heike Burghart Rice, Cindy Cimo, Bruce Forbush, Mission Outreach 
Team, Hines-Shah family. 

May offering counters: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland. 

All of our Sunday School Teachers and helpers who have served in teaching our children in Sunday 
School class this year. We are so thankful for your commitment to the faith development of our children 
and students! Thank you to Sarah Charles, Tracy Held, Sarah McCabe, Melissa Kibler, Melissa Roberts, 
Paul and Stephanie Seppanen, Kate Sahlas, Frank Masek, Sara and Scott Spaniol for leading our 
Sunday School classes over the past year. Thank you to Paul Rosland III, Sarah Rusthoven, Aurora 
Korfist, Olivia Corcoran, Kyra Graeb, and Jackson Hughes for serving as Sunday School Helpers this 
year! Your service to our children and students is greatly appreciated! 

All of our Confirmation Guides over the past year who have serve in the faith development of our 
Confirmation Students. Thank you especially to Frank Masek, Joan Romer, Pastor Linnea Wilson, Lisa 
Graeb, and Sarah McCabe. Your dedication to our students each week is greatly appreciated! 

Brian Schwab for playing his trumpet with the Festival Choir on Sunday, May 26. 

Judy Rosland, Bruce Forbush, Erin Matonte, and Sal Garza — our Holden Evening Prayer cantors this 
month. 

Everyone that helped with Pads over the Memorial Day Weekend! Thanks for stepping up to the 
Redeemer Meatloaf challenge: Karen Burns, Jo Changelian, Marge Chapello, Jenny Corcoran, Sandy 
Ditewig, Cathie Floegel, Sue Metzler, Missy Roberts, and Linnea Wilson.   Also, those in the kitchen 
Saturday night: Mike and Jenny Corcoran, Cathie Floegel, Gail and Hadley McCarthy and Chrystal 
Workman.   The  wonderful people who set up, stayed the night and cleaned up:    Bob Johnson, site 
manager, Tom Barney, Mike Corcoran, Gwen and Mark Entsminger, Scott Felde, Bruce Forbursh, Dirk 
Landis, Douglas McArthur, John Malkoski, Carol Molinaro, Melissa Roberts, Kate Sahlas, Jim Schlegel, 
Steve Swenson. The breakfast crew: Tyler Parks, Joan and Alex Sheppel, Crystal Workman, and Sue 
Metzler; along with the laundry volunteers:   Ann Doege, Pat Quast, and Donna Mielke. It takes many 
hands to serve 51 guests!   

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  
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Serving in June  
Altar Guild: 
Bruce Forbush, Sue Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan 
  
Ushers: 
10:00am worship: Chuck Schmidt, Andy 
Schoneman, Mary Landis, Mike Corcoran 
  
Offering Counters: 
Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, 
Will Swenson 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
June 2 — Rachel Hudson 
June 9 — Seppanen Family 
June 16 — Linnea Wilson 
June 23 — open 
June 30 — open    

Prayer Chain: Ann Doege  
 
Baptism: Makenzie Grace Jeske baptized on Sunday, May, 19. Parents 
are Jennifer and Daniel Jeske.  

 

Death in the Church Family: Jean Gully 
Jean Grace Gully (nee Edwards) passed away peacefully on April 26, 
2019 at the age of 90. She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, 
Harold W. Gully, and mother, Gertrude Groth Edwards Mowat, and 
brother, Earl (Buddy) Edwards. She is survived by her son, David Gully, 
and her sisters Lynnette Gertrude Edwards Wilde and Joan Louise 
Edwards Walsh. She is also survived by her grandchild, Gabrielle Gully, 
as well as many nieces and nephews. 

Jean was born in Chicago, Illinois on May 17, 1928. She was a graduate of 
Morton High School, in Berwyn, Illinois. She and Harold moved to La 
Grange in 1970. She was a devoted wife to Harold, and mother to David. 
She loved shopping, spending time at the pool, watching her Chicago 

sports teams, and spending time with her family & friends. 

Dearth in the Church Family: Kathleen Antosh 
Kathleen Antosh former longtime resident of Hinsdale, passed away May 
21, 2019. She was preceded in death by her husband John J. Antosh and 
granddaughter Elizabeth K. Klemp. Kathleen is survived by her children 
Kathleen Klemp, John Antosh, Nancy(John) Waters, 5 Grandchildren and 
4 great grandchildren. 
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Faithful Gardeners  
Help Wanted! All welcome.

We meet from 8:00-9:00am on the Second Saturday of each month this summer through October. 
Bring your own gloves. Light weeding, watering, and planting. Rain date is always the following 
Saturday. Mark your calendars: June 8, July 13, and August 10. Questions? Contact Connie Bothen 
630.341.1657 text or email ckbothen@aol.com. 

LWR Farmers Market Coffee 
LWR Farmers Market Coffee is sourced directly from 
coffee farmers participating in Lutheran World Relief 
projects.  

Every delicious cup helps transform poor communities 
that depend on their coffee crop to feed their families. 
Farmers are given a stable, predictable, and higher price 
upfront for their beans. With LWR Farmers Market 
Coffee, farmers aren’t just suppliers of coffee beans, they 
are partners in the coffee business. 

Thank you, Redeemer, for supporting the Mission Outreach Coffee sale on May 19. We 
sold all we had, but you can still order online! 

PLACE YOUR ORDER at lwrfarmersmarket.org/Illinois. 

 

Green Earth Harvest 
Green Earth Harvest CSA delivers to Redeemer Lutheran every Wednesday from 
now through November! Sign up now to reserve your share of the harvest! 

You could purchase any old vegetables from the grocery 
store, or you could purchase farm-fresh organic vegetables from Green 
Earth Harvest! Because we work so hard to grow your family's favorites, 
you never have to worry about what you're putting on the dinner table. 
Our weekly newsletters give you a heads up of what to expect, and we 
take care of the rest! The season is already underway, and we would love 
to have you join our CSA family this year and receive all your favorites. 
Don't miss your chance: Spring Shares are already sold out but we still 

have Main Season Shares available! Pickups begin the week of June 19th, and we'd love to see you 
then! Don’t forget, we’re debuting our new Flexbox this year, which allows you to request what 
vegetables you receive each week! 

Check out: theconservationfoundation.org/greenearth to learn more!! 
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SUSTAINABLY SOURCED BY THRIVE FARMERS® SUSTAINABLY SOURCED BY THRIVE FARMERS®

GUSTAVO’S FARM IS TEEMING WITH LIFE.

There are dogs (including puppies), chickens, 
adult children, grandchildren — and there 
are coffee trees, which Gustavo says are the 
lifeblood of his farm.

“An old farmer once told me, ‘Take really good 
care of your coffee farm. That’s your daily 
bread.’” Gustavo explains.

There was a time when farming didn’t 
provide his family their daily bread. He 
says he used to work as a farm laborer, 
but that never met his family’s needs. So 
he worked hard to buy just over 8 hectares 
(about 20 acres) of land, on which he now 
grows coffee. Even then, he says, his family 
struggled. He used to sell his coffee to a 
middleman, who took most of his profits and 
left little for him to support his family.

With the help of people like you, Lutheran 
World Relief began working with Gustavo’s 
coffee cooperative, SOPPEXCCA, several years 
ago — helping farmers diversify their crops, 
better protect their environment and improve 
their coffee. Gustavo was a founding member 

of the cooperative and said it was founded 
so that farmers could get a better price for 
their coffee and provide for their children. 
He and other farmers have greatly improved 
their coffee crops by learning how to nurture 
a coffee tree so that it yields good quality 
cherries, how to wait for the cherries to turn 
bright red before picking, and now farmers 
have access to better processing equipment 
— like the wet mill Gustavo uses to remove the 
outer skin and pulp from his coffee cherries.

“Thanks to coffee, I now have bread for my 
children and grandchildren,” Gustavo says. 

Whereas Gustavo used to work as a laborer 
on other people’s land, he now works side 
by side with his sons in his own coffee fields. 
“I’m very proud my sons don’t have to sell 
their labor,” he says.

To Gustavo, coffee is more than just a crop.

“Coffee gives us life. Coffee is medicine,” he 
says. “If the world is passing you by, enjoy a 
cup of coffee — then get back to it.”

Meet Gustavo and his beautiful family and 
visit his coffee farm at lwr.org/coffee.

GUSTAVO’S FARM IS TEEMING WITH LIFE.

There are dogs (including puppies), chickens, 
adult children, grandchildren — and there 
are coffee trees, which Gustavo says are the 
lifeblood of his farm.

“An old farmer once told me, ‘Take really good 
care of your coffee farm. That’s your daily 
bread.’” Gustavo explains.

There was a time when farming didn’t 
provide his family their daily bread. He 
says he used to work as a farm laborer, 
but that never met his family’s needs. So 
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He and other farmers have greatly improved 
their coffee crops by learning how to nurture 
a coffee tree so that it yields good quality 
cherries, how to wait for the cherries to turn 
bright red before picking, and now farmers 
have access to better processing equipment 
— like the wet mill Gustavo uses to remove the 
outer skin and pulp from his coffee cherries.

“Thanks to coffee, I now have bread for my 
children and grandchildren,” Gustavo says. 

Whereas Gustavo used to work as a laborer 
on other people’s land, he now works side 
by side with his sons in his own coffee fields. 
“I’m very proud my sons don’t have to sell 
their labor,” he says.

To Gustavo, coffee is more than just a crop.

“Coffee gives us life. Coffee is medicine,” he 
says. “If the world is passing you by, enjoy a 
cup of coffee — then get back to it.”

Meet Gustavo and his beautiful family and 
visit his coffee farm at lwr.org/coffee.
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Pads Ministry: Special Thank You’s 
Food donors 

Many thanks to Ali Graeme and Sweet Ali’s gluten free bakery right 
here in Hinsdale for the generous donation of desserts for our shelter each 
Saturday night. The bakery began donating all of its remaining delectable 
sweet and savory baked goods every Saturday to the PADS shelter site in 
Clarendon Hills over the winter and has continued to offer these to the 
Redeemer site for the summer.  This is a real treat for the guests in the 
shelter as each pastry is a work of art, making dinner just a little sweeter! If 
you have not visited Sweet Ali’s at 13 W. First Street (just down the block 
from Redeemer), please stop by and treat yourself and say thank you for 
their support of our shelter site.  You can find more about Sweet Ali’s at 
 www.sweetalis.com. 

  
Additionally, we are continually amazed at the generosity of Sujal & 
Bhevini Patel, owners of Angelo’s Foods in Downers Grove. For 
the past 8 years the Patel’s have made a large donation to the 
Redeemer PADS shelter site in the form of cold cuts, cheese, bread 
and milk every week to provide 70+ lunches for our PADS guests to 
take with them. The Patel’s do the same for a PADS winter site in 
Naperville making this a year-round contribution to help the 
homeless. If you are in the neighborhood of their store at the corner 
of Maple and Belmont in Downers Grove, please stop in to 

check it out and say thank you to them. Also they offer great catering services so please consider 
Angelo’s for your summer get-togethers!  You can find more about Angelo’s Foods at 
www.angelosfoodsdg.com.  
  
The Angelo’s donation would not be possible without the dedicated commitment of Sandy & 
Dennis Zynda. Sandy and Dennis live in Naperville and for the last 8 years have picked up this food 
donation at Angleo’s in Downers Grove and driven it to Redeemer every week for the entire 
summer. We sincerely appreciate their time (and gas!) to make this donation possible. 
  
These donations help defray the cost of food associated the with shelter for Redeemer as well as all 
the churches and other organizations that support this site. We are proud to partner with Angelo’s 
and Sweet Ali’s in making a difference in our community.  

SAVE THE DATE: 
Sunday September 8 at 9:45am 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
School Kit Making & Fellowship 

Imagine having to choose 
b e t w e e n a m e a l o r 
purchasing a notebook. 
Project Promise School Kits 
are sent to places where 
even the few required school 

supplies may be more than a family can afford. 
Pencils and paper can help write a positive 
future. Please join Mission Outreach as we 
purchase and assemble at least 500 kits. 

Please help donate funds for MO to purchase 
the school supplies this year. Please take a tag 
off the MO bulletin board and donate that 
amount. Your donation will help cover the cost 
of: 2000 notebooks, 500 rulers, 2,500 pencils, 
2,500 pens, 500 scissors, 500 crayon box of 24, 
500 sharpeners, 500 erasers, 500 school kit 
bags. 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Congregational Meeting Highlights 
May 19, 2019 – 9:45 am

Mission Statement: Called by Christ and led by the Spirit, we strive to grow in faith, 
proclaim the Gospel, and share God’s Blessings.” 

‣ State of the Church Report: Pastor Katie 
‣ Last year’s goals: Renewing Redeemer, becoming a Reconciling in Christ Church, 

and work on catechumenate.   
‣ Renewing Redeemer is underway. 
‣ The congregation approved a welcome statement in January. 
‣ A group completed the catechumenate process. 
‣

‣ Financial Summary Reports: 
‣ Capital Campaign/Appeal Leadership Team Update: Linda Carpenter 

‣ Just short of $1 million in actual cash donations. 
‣ The finances for the campaign are on schedule. 

‣ Mid-Year Report: Mark Rosland 
‣ Total income for 2018 up 1.7% from 2017, while expenses were only up 

0.7%.  Finished 2018 with a $23,000 surplus.   
‣ Budget for 2019 is $642,000 which is an increase of 1.6%.  YTD income is 

up 3.9% compared to 2018. Expenses are basically even with 2018. 

‣ Presentation (and Approval) of Candidates for Church Council: Kris Mahon 
‣ Nominees for Church Council: Vice-President (Ron Lindberg), Secretary (Scott 

Spaniol), Financial Secretary (Linda Carpenter), At-Large (Jacquie Ravnic), 
At-Large (Will Swenson) 

‣ Continuing terms: President (Kris Mahon), Treasurer (Mark Rosland), At-Large 
(Sandy Ditewig), At-Large (Douglas McArthur), At-Large (Stephanie 
Seppanen). 

‣ Slate motioned, seconded, and approved. 

‣ Renewing Redeemer: Tom Bothen 
‣ Renewing Redeemer is underway. 
‣ One bump in the road was finding asbestos containing tile.  There was necessary 

remediation and removal that cost approximately $25,000. 

‣ Internship Report: Pastor Katie 
‣ Intern from LSTC was introduced and starts in August 2019.  Vicar-elect Karl 

Anliker and his wife Charlotte.   
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Oh the power of a soft quilt


“A quilt will warm your body and comfort your soul.” —Author Unknown 

When we think of powerful objects, we often think of hard objects such as those made of steel. 
Paradoxically, there can be great power in soft things as well. For example, a soft quilt is so powerful 
that it can warm the body while comforting the soul. This is no small task. Oh the power of a soft 
quilt. 
      
Quilts have been an important part of the Wilson family story – as far back as 
memories will take us. Every bed had at least one quilt for comfort and color. 
Since there were no heaters in the upstairs attic where the boys slept, more 
quilts were required there. Extras could be found in the closets. So, when 
company came to the farm, it was easy to make sleeping places on couches or 
floors. Quilting was a necessity in those days. When women in the 
neighborhood, mostly relatives, gathered to create their quilts, they would 
share their news and maybe their worries while the children played. The 
quilts were soft from the beginning, but they became softer with time. Under 
them, secrets were told, babies were made, and the sick were nurtured back to 
health or comforted while breathing their final breaths. Oh the power of a soft 
quilt to help cultivate family love. 

      
During our mother’s funeral, her priest and friend, Father Darrell Venters, 
proved that he knew her well: “I am sure all of you have noticed Magy’s 
quilts that are on display on the back of the pews. Perhaps Magy, like many 
women her age, started quilting out of necessity to have coverings for their 
beds. But the process involves taking small scraps of cloth and sewing them 
together into blocks – and the quilt becomes a work of art. That is all I know 
about quilting! Sewing small pieces of cloth together to make a quilt could 
be an analogy of how Magy stitched together the different parts of her life.” 
He went on to describe how Mama Magy stitched her husband, her ever-
expanding family, and her friends together into her quilt of life. Thinking 
about her unique and marvelous quilt of life was very comforting. Together, 
we had become a wonderful patchwork quilt, bound together by the love she 
shared. Oh the power of a soft quilt of life to help the mourners heal. 
      

Many churches have quilting groups. The quilters gather for camaraderie, of course, but mostly to 
help those in need. The simple combination of fabric and thread by people of faith provides warmth, 
comfort, and even shelter to show our neighbors near and far that we love them as Jesus loved His 
neighbors; but hope may be the most important aspect of these gifts for those who receive them 
around the globe. Oh the power of a soft quilt to share faith, hope, and love in places of need. 
      
Quilts come in many shapes, sizes, colors, and designs. The National Quilt Museum, located in 
Paducah, Kentucky, is a short drive from our Kentucky farm and it houses some of the finest 
examples of colorful, vibrant, artful quilts in the world. Oh the power of those soft quilts to delight. 
      
As we continue our Healthy Spiritual Journey, take time to appreciate the power of the soft quilts in 
your life. Soft quilts represent the greatest power in the world, which is love. 

In God’s Love,  
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 
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June 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 
10am Worship

3 4 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise 
Band 
6:30pm Al Anon

5 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

6 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 
5pm Church and the 
Community

7 
6pm Wedding 
Rehearsal 

8 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners 
4pm Wedding

9  Pentecost  
9pm Adult Forum 
10am Worship 
4pm Choral 
Evensong for 
Pentecost  at Grace 
Episcopal 

10 11 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

12 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

13 
7:30am Prayer Group

14 15

16  Holy Trinity 
10am Worship

17 18 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

19 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

20 
7:30am Prayer Group

21 22 
9am Church 
Council Meeting 
& Retreat 

23 
10am Worship

24 25 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

26 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

27 
7:30am Prayer Group

28 29 
4pm Wedding

30 
10am Worship
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Periodical

Pentecost Sunday, June 9 
10:00am Worship at Redeemer 

4:00pm Evensong at Grace Episcopal Church

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

