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Gathering and Releasing 
It’s October — the season of apple picking and pumpkin carving, 
Reformation and the completion of Renewing Redeemer, and best of all 
— Stewardship! Hurray? 

Stewardship is the church’s fancy way of talking about the gathering and  
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releasing of gifts of money to the church. And while I’m sure many of 
you are already leery of reading further, it seems clear to me that the 
Bible sees this process of gathering and releasing as joyful – even when 
it comes to sharing what we have with the church and our neighbors. 

Our God is a God of abundance. Our God gives all of creation to 
humankind. God promises Abraham and Sarah descendants in greater 
number than grains of sand on the earth or stars in the heavens. God 
blesses Ruth in her distress, he gives Solomon wisdom along with long-
life and wealth, and through Isaiah, God promises an end to suffering 
and death and a joyful feast for all people. And if this weren’t enough, 
God sends Jesus, God’s only Son, for the sake of the world. 

God continues to bless us in so many ways. We see blessing in our family 
and friends, our home, work, and school, health and wellbeing, in the privilege of living in our state 
and nation. We find blessing in Redeemer where we can freely worship, learn about God, serve our 
neighbor, and find support in times of need. 

Our God gathers us. The story of the church is the story of the gathering of God’s people. In Acts, 
we hear how the disciples were all gathered in one place until they experience the Spirit. Paul 
establishes Christian communities throughout Asia; James builds the church in Jerusalem and the 
other disciples in the four corners of the world. Martin Luther ushers in a new era, gathering people 
together in the “priesthood of all believers,” who are justified not by works but by grace.   

God continues to gather us. We come together in weekly worship Sundays and Wednesdays. We meet 
in Bible Studies, Small Groups, Confirmation, Youth Group, and Sunday School to learn and grow. 
We serve together, through “God’s Work Our Hands” projects, PADS, leaf raking, and more. We visit 
each other bringing meals and communion to those homebound or ill. God calls us to gather our gifts 
of time, talent, and treasure for the sake of the world. 

God calls us to release what we have. Martin Luther once said, “God doesn’t need your good 
works, but your neighbor does.” We might interpret that during stewardship season as: “God doesn’t 
need your money, but the church does.” Scripture reminds us continually to care for the church and 
those in need. In the Old Testament, we read about the tithe – the gift of 10% of what we have for the 
maintenance of worship places. We hear the prophets first and later Jesus himself urging us to use 
our wealth to share with the poor. Paul takes offerings from churches in Asia to care for their 
brothers and sisters in Jerusalem.   
 
The good things we do at Redeemer do require funding – more than $600K a year. While such an 
amount might be impossible for one or even ten families to raise, when we gather our gifts together, 
we have more than enough. In order to provide such abundance, we each are called to do our part. 
Knowing that expenses in the church rise just as they do in our own households, we are called to 
increase our pledges and offerings as we are able. This ensures that Redeemer can continue to do 
those things God calls us to do: to worship, study, care, and share. 

Gifts keep giving. When God’s people release what they have, they find they too are blessed. In 
Scripture, we hear this story: The Hebrew people gather manna in the wilderness and it is enough to 
feed every family. The widow shares the grain and oil she has with Elijah and it is enough to sustain 
the whole household. Jesus takes five loaves and two fish and makes food enough to feed thousands. 
We bring our offerings only to discover that God has already invited us to a feast. The body and blood 
of Christ is worth so much more than mere gold or silver. In this meal, there is forgiveness, grace, 
love, and life eternal. 
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With the pledges you make to Redeemer, our Finance Committee and Council is able to make plans. 
With the offerings you give, we pay for them. When you release your gifts to the church, we continue 
to share – paying for pastor and staff, building maintenance and supplies, providing worship and 
education materials, and sharing over 11.5% of our income with the greater Church and our mission 
partners. Each of us benefits from being part of Redeemer. The gifts we release come back and bless 
us. 

October is a wonderful month! As we pick apples and carve pumpkins, as we celebrate Reformation 
and the completion of Renewing Redeemer, let us also celebrate the chance to Gather and Release 
part of what we have been given for the sake of our church and our world. 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 

Sabbatical Report  
As you may have already heard, Pr. Katie will be going on sabbatical in the summer of 2020. 
Redeemer’s Sabbatical Committee wrote a proposal last spring, which we submitted to the Lilly 
National Clergy Renewal Program and found out in August that our proposal was accepted! This 
means that Pr. Katie and her family will receive funding to travel and rest during the summer, and 
Redeemer will also receive funding to support special opportunities during her absence and to cover 
support clergy while she’s away. 

Recently, the Lilly National Clergy Renewal Program informed us that our paperwork is all in order 
and that our check should be coming soon. We are pleased to announce that Redeemer member, Pr. 
Linnea Wilson, has agreed to serve as our part-time pastor in residence, while Pr. Katie is away. Pr. 
Wilson will provide support and supervision for Vicar Karl. 

We will continue to update the congregation on the sabbatical progress particularly as the time for 
the sabbatical draws nearer.   

Stewardship Update 
The Stewardship Committee has formed to organize this year's 
update to members about regular giving and request pledges for 
the 2020 church year. Committee members are Lanny Wilson, 
Linda Carpenter, Mark Rosland, and Paul Seppanen as 
chair.  Stewardship  is separate from the Living Christ’s Call: 
Imagine the Difference capital campaign, which has funded the 
ongoing Renewing Redeemer renovation. Stewardship  leads to 
pledges that allow the Church Council to thoughtfully set a 2020 
annual operating budget underpinned by expected member 
giving. 
  
With Pastor Katie's and Vicar Karl's guidance, we have had our initial meetings and selected the 
theme of Gather and Release. During the month of October, we'll reflect together on how we 
gather our families, resources and talents together at Redeemer and then release them to spread 
God's word and positively impact our world. We'll have temple talks each Sunday during October 
from a member to speak about how they Gather and Release through membership at Redeemer. Our 
2020 Stewardship process will culminate with Pledge Sunday on Sunday, October 27. 
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What is a Vicar? 
During my first month at Redeemer, I have often been asked: “What is a 
vicar?” The title has roots in the Roman Catholic and Episcopal traditions. 
However, in its simplest form, it seems to signify a representative or deputy 
for a superior. For fans of the musical Hamilton, it could be that we imagine 
the vicar as George Washington’s right hand man, Alexander Hamilton.  

I’m told that I am, by one estimate, the fifteenth Vicar to serve at Redeemer. Perhaps, then, you already 
knew what the word meant. However, I would love to share with you what it means to me. If my role here 
is to serve as a deputy or representative of my superior, then I cannot help but imagine I do so certainly as 
a deputy learning from Pr. Katie’s leadership and a representative of ministry at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church. Then again, my superior could very well be Christ. Alpha and Omega. King of Kings. Lord of 
Lords. Mother Hen. Messiah. God incarnate. Eternal Word.  

Could we all be “vicars” then in that sense? Could we, each of us, serve as representatives of God in 
Christ Jesus? 

• I have seen the humble service of this community in hosting PADS and serving a meal, as Jesus did with 
loaves and fishes, we now share with one another all that we have, trusting in God’s abundance.  

• I have tasted salad with devoted Sunday School teachers, pizza at Youth Group, bread and cup around 
the altar, coffee and ice cream after church, as Jesus shared a meal with anyone and everyone, so too 
you have welcomed me.  

• I have heard the quiet care of confirmation guides who listen well, as Jesus did when gathering young 
folks, and these guides offer a faith filled witness on Wednesdays. 

• I have smelled the paint and the dust, as Jesus must have growing up in a carpenter’s house, creating 
the  radical welcome for all God’s people that is being realized in Renewing Redeemer.  

• I have felt a handshake and a hug, as Jesus brought peace to the disciples, I have felt welcomed by your 
grace and your openness.  

How might we all continue to be vicars or representatives of Jesus Christ in our lives? 

Peace, 
Vicar Karl Anliker 
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New Song 
Just keep singing!

I saw an article this week that caught my attention. 
Most music teachers I know believe that everyone can 
be taught to sing, and there’s research to back this up! 
The article states “research suggests that singing 
accurately is not so much a talent, as a learned skill that 
can decline over time if not used. The ability to sing on 
key may have more in common with the kind of practice 
that goes into playing an instrument than people 
realize, according to experts.”  

The best part about this is that the way to practice 
singing is to simply sing, especially with a group. 
Thankfully, as practicing Lutherans, we get plenty of 
opportunities to sing as a congregation in (and out of) 
worship. Just as with any skill or craft, there are ways to 
hone your abilities. Festival Choir is a perfect place for 
this! We’re extremely lucky to have section leaders and 
volunteers in the choir who are professional musicians 
willing to offer friendly, helpful advice. We work 
together to do as a group something none of us could do 
alone. Drop in on a rehearsal and see how it all works! 

New Children’s Choir 
with Miss Heike,  

Ellie Goers, Sue Graunke, Mitchell Lee,  
Camille Pryber, Kate Sahlas, and Marcelle Vogel 

Our brand-new Children’s Choir is up and running! 
Children in 1st—5th grades are welcome to join us in 
classroom 106A on Wednesday evenings from 4:45pm—5:30pm. We’ll be starting our Christmas 
Pageant music soon, so this is a great time to join us. Schedules and Registration forms can be found 
on the church website: redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/ 

Fall Music program started up weekly rehearsals in August, but we welcome new members at any 
time. In October, we will be focusing on special music for our Renewing Redeemer Celebration 
Sunday on October 20 and Reformation Sunday on October 27. We’ll also get a start on music for 
Advent and Christmas; there are fewer than 90 days to Christmas! Talk to Heike if you might be 
interested in singing or playing with a group just for a special occasion. Check here for the Sunday 
schedule for all ensembles: redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/ 

Wednesday Rehearsals

Children’s Choir: 4:45pm—5:30pm 
Alleluia Ringers: 5:45pm—6:45pm 

Festival Choir: 7:30pm—9:00pm 
Praise Band: 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm, 4th 

Tuesdays at 7:00pm 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Midweek Worship

Blessing of Sacred Song 

We continue our Wednesday series, 
Blessing of Sacred Song through 

October. We will sing these favorite 
hymns and hear some of the stories 
that you shared in the survey. The 

stories we have heard so far have been 
profound, heartfelt, funny, and 

moving. You won’t want to miss these 
last five for the fall. 

Wednesday, October 2 
Juliana Medrado Gary 

“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 

Wednesday, October 9 
Julie Schwab 

“How Great Thou Art” & “Lift High the Cross” 

Wednesday, October 16 
Bruce Forbush 

“Lord Whose Love in Humble Service” 

Wednesday, October 23 
Kelly Parks 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Wednesday, October 30 
Jim Toomey 

“The Church’s One Foundation”

http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
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Capital Campaign Update 
It’s very exciting to see the renovations at Redeemer taking shape. As we 
complete the renovations, I want to report that 38 families have already 
fulfilled their capital campaign pledge commitments. Thank you so 
much! To date, we have $1,112,157 in campaign receipts. Combined with 
transfers from the balance sheet, our total cash on hand is $1,237,156. 

Expenses through September 1 totaled $1,012,645. As expenses have 
surpassed available cash, we have begun borrowing from the endowment 
fund loan (which was approved by the congregation to use in May, 2018). 
Thank you to everyone as you continue to complete your pledged 
contributions. 
  
Kris Malkoski, Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Gathering Space 

Registry is “Live!”


Anyone who is interested in giving our new 
gathering space a housewarming gift can follow the 
link below to Bed, Bath and Beyond. You can 
either shop online and have the items shipped to 
Redeemer, or you can go to the store, using the 
printed registry, and drop-off your purchased gift 
in the church office. If you purchase at the store, 
please let the cashier know it is for the registry to 
avoid duplicate purchases.  

www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/
giftregistry/viewregistryguest/547883960?

eventType=Housewarming.com  

This is such a wonderful opportunity to select tools 
and accessories for the space that will help every 
group host an efficient event without running up-
and-down the stairs to our basement kitchen! Let’s 
try to get the gathering space fully stocked by the 
official Renewing Redeemer celebration on 
Sunday, October 20!  

If you prefer to donate cash and have someone else 
shop for you, please drop-off your donation in the 
church office. Thank you! 
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Renewing  
Redeemer 

Celebration 

Sunday, October 20 at 10:00am 

Join us for a special worship on Sunday, 
October 20 as we celebrate the completion of 
our renovation project! We will have a single 
service on this day beginning at 10:00am. 

Following worship, a special dedication and 
ribbon cutting, tours, games, and a catered 

lunch will all be taking place. If you would like 
more information about the celebration or 

would like to volunteer to help with the event, 
please contact Tyler. 

http://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/547883960?eventType=Housewarming.com
http://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/547883960?eventType=Housewarming.com
http://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/547883960?eventType=Housewarming.com
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Fall Focus & Small Group Update 
If you have not yet had a chance to join a small group for 
our Fall Focus study of Rachel Held Evan’s book, 
Inspired, there is still time! Small Groups will continue to 
meet through the last week in October. Small Groups 
meet at the following dates and times.  

Sundays  5:00pm Heike  
Sunday, Oct. 13 12:30pm Linnea Wilson 
Sunday, Oct. 27 6:30pm Linnea Wilson  
Mondays  10:00am Vicar Karl 
Tuesdays  10:00am Pastor Katie 
Wednesdays   7:30pm Jay Hines-Shah 
Thursdays  1:00pm Marge Chapello & 
     Tom Coleman  

Our Fall Focus ties into Sunday morning worship 
worship, Adult Ed Forums, and Sunday School, as well. 
We are looking forward to hearing how those in our small 
groups are inspired by their readings and are interested 
to seeing how this book may affect their faith. 

Sunday School 
To coincide with the Fall Focus study of Rachel Held 
Evans’ book, Inspired, our Sunday School team has taken 
on a new model for our children as they learn more about 
the stories that accompany each week’s lesson. Each 
week, students learn about the Bible story together in the 
Fellowship Room then move into their classroom groups 
(3-year-olds–K, 1st–3rd, and 4th–6th) where they 
transition every fifteen minutes to a new activity in a new 
room. Children experience three different activities to 
accommodate a variety of learning styles. Families are 
encouraged to connect with Tyler or the Sunday School 
teachers and make sure to fill out a Sunday School 
Registration Form. 

Communion 
Education Class 
Our Communion 
Education Classes 
continue through 

the month of October on the afternoons of October 6, 
October 20, and October 27. Currently, we have seven 
families participating this year. Following the class, 
students will have the opportunity to commune (if they 
are not already communing) on All Saints Sunday, 
November 3. 
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Adult Education 
Forums


Sunday, October 6  
“The Debate” — Wisdom Stories  

Sunday, October 13 
“The Water” — Gospel Stories  

Sunday, October 20 
Renovation Celebration  

Sunday, October 27 
“The Letter” — Church Stories  

Confirmation 
Schedule


Wednesday, October 2 
Confirmation Dinner &  

Class: The Law (5:30pm) 

Sunday, October 5 
Event: Feed My Starving Children 

Aurora (1:15pm) 

Wednesday, October 9 
Confirmation Class:  

Judges (6:00pm) 

Wednesday, October 16 
Confirmation Class:  

Ruth (6:00pm) 

Wednesday, October 23 
Confirmation Class:  

Kings (6:00pm) 

Wednesday, October 30 
Confirmation Class:  
Prophets (6:00pm)
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God’s Work Our Hands 
On  Sunday, September 8, we once again hosted a School Kit Packing event  

packing 500 school kits for shipment to Lutheran World Relief.
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High School Youth Group 
This month kicked-off our new High School Youth Group! We opened with Parent Orientation Night 
where we saw 11 parents and 9 students. Then, on opening night of High School Youth Group we saw 
15 students and continue to host students every Sunday night from 5:00pm–6:30pm in the 
Fellowship Room. Students come for food, games, and to continue to dive deeper in their faiths. All 
high school students are invited to join us on Sunday evenings and friends are welcome to attend. 

3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
All families with children in third grade or older who have not yet taken the third grade Bible class 
are encouraged to join us between services on Sunday, October 6. Please let us know which service 
your family plans to attend so that we can make sure to recognize them! Please contact Tyler. 

New Acolytes 
The word acolyte means “helper.” Acolytes have been “helping” in 
worship services for many centuries. At Redeemer, all 
confirmation students (7th & 8th graders) serve as acolytes. This 
year, we have a lot of new 7th & 8th grade acolytes, and even 
younger kids, 4th through 6th graders, who are volunteering to 
serve, as well. We are excited to have so many new faces assisting 
in our worship. They will appreciate your encouragement as they 
learn these new roles! 

Honey Harvest  
Steve and Judy Taillie were a part of a group of Seniors that joined Lutherdale Bible Camp for their 
first ever Honey Harvest today! They were able to spin and bottle their own honey, as well as enjoy a 
lunch of Honey Grilled Chicken, Honey Smoked Corn on the Cob, Yukon Mashed Potatoes, 
Cornbread with Honey Butter, and a Honey Roasted Pecan Pound Cake for Dessert! The weather was 
beautiful and the fellowship with the Lutherdale Staff and other participants was fun and engaging! 
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Photos include Judy Taillie spinning honey, Judy Taillie with Executive Director of Lutherdale, Jeff Bluhm, and Steve Taillie bottling honey.

John Hines-Shah and Tim Rosland acolyte 
for the last time. Thanks to all of the 2019 

Confirmands for their service!
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Tyler’s Continuing Education 
I will be away the last week of October for Continuing Education at Luther 
Seminary as I work towards a Masters in Children, Youth, and Family Ministries. 
While I am gone, I will be taking two classes with Dr. Andrew Root, one of the 
leading-minds in Youth and Family Ministry. Theological Frameworks will 
explore a theology of ministry that helps children, youth, and their families 
interpret God’s actions in their actual lives. Relational Ministry and the Future of the Church is a 
course that examines the theological, historical, and sociological bases for relational/incarnational 
youth ministry. This course is designed to look at popular understandings of relational/incarnational 
ministry, assessing them through a theological understanding of relationships. I am looking forward 
to bringing back what I learn in these classes back to the Redeemer community so that we can 
continue to connect children, youth, and families to their faith, the church, and each other. 

Stewardship Update 
The  Stewardship  Committee has formed to organize this 
year's update to members about regular giving and request 
pledges for the 2020 church year. Committee members are 
Lanny Wilson, Linda Carpenter, Mark Rosland, and Paul 
Seppanen as chair. Stewardship is separate from the Living 
Christ’s Call: Imagine the Difference capital campaign, 
which has funded the ongoing Renewing Redeemer 
renovation.  Stewardship  leads to pledges that allow the 
Church Council to thoughtfully set a 2020 annual operating 
budget underpinned by expected member giving. 
  
With Pastor Katie's and Vicar Karl's guidance, we have had 

our initial meetings and selected the theme of Gather and 
Release. During the month of October, we'll reflect together on how we gather our families, 
resources and talents together at Redeemer and then release them to spread God's word and 
positively impact our world.  We'll have temple talks each Sunday during October from a 
member to speak about how they Gather and Release through membership at Redeemer.  
Our 2020 Stewardship process will culminate with Pledge Sunday on Sunday, October 27. 
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Little Seeds Really Do Grow!


Remember Pr. Katie’s children’s sermon on Easter about how the 
seeds of faith when watered and nourished will grow? The Hamilton 
grandchildren, Clara and Anna Fredrickson, planted the seeds Pr. 
Katie gave them and look at the results! A good sign of the beauty 

that results when we nurture our faith!
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Thank you to…. 
Children’s Choir dedicated leaders: Heike Burghart Rice, 
Ellie Goers, Sue Graunke, Mitchell Lee, Camille Pryber, 
Kate Sahlas, and Marcelle Vogel. 

Adult Forum leaders: Dr. Ralph Kein and the Church & 
Community members. 

High School Youth Group leaders: Tyler Parks and Vicar Karl Anliker. 

The wonderful and hard-working volunteers that cleaned and reorganized the sacristy: Linda 
Carpenter, Bruce Forbush, and Carrie Gromer. 

The volunteers that cleaned and replaced the books in the pew holders: Ralph & Diane Homann, 
Pastor Katie & Betty Hines-Shah, Mark Entsminger, Cindy Cimo, and Maria Leon. 

Linda Carpenter for washing all the acolyte robes.  

Jim Toomey for designing the Renewing Redeemer Celebration invitation and banner.  
   
Everyone who participated in our Mission Outreach School Bag Packing Event. Whether it was donating 
funds to purchase items we packed, or physically packing the bags themselves, we thank you all! 

Kris Mahon for coordinating our Friend to Friend Program.  

Karen Krull for donating the new Fellowship Room clock.  

The Faithful Gardeners for working in September: Connie Bothen, Diane Homann, Sue Murphy, 
Natalie & Jack Murphy, Steve Taillie.  

Lanny Wilson, Kate Howell, Linnea Wilson, and Kris Malkoski for sharing their favorite Hymn 
stories in our September Wednesday evening worship services.  

September Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush, Linda Carpenter, Jo Changelian, Jane Gavran  

September Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Annette & Steve Patterson, Mission Outreach Committee, 
Leonard & Kirsten Zalik, Hines-Shah family 

September offering counters: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland 

September ushers: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, Steve Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde, Bob Rusthoven, 
Joe Kinahan, Carrie Gromer, Ralph Homann  

A huge thank you to Dirk Landis and Valerie Lee for coordinating and overseeing PADS this summer. 
Their time, dedication, and hard- work is very much appreciated.  

Sue Graunke and Connie Bothen for boxing up the kitchen items in preparation of the new upper cabinets.  

Jo Changelian and Lisa Graeb for creating Redeemer's gift registry at Bed Bath & Beyond. 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  
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Serving in October  
Altar Guild: Lea Held, Stephanie Douglas, Judy Rosland 

Ushers:  
8:30am: Chuck Schmidt, Andrew Schoneman 
11:00am: Mary Landis, Mike Corcoran 
10:00am on October 20: all ushers are invited to help  

Offering Counters:  
Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, Will Swenson 
 
Coffee Hour Hosts:  
October 6  Kathy Selcke 
October 13  McArthur & McGann families  
October 20  Renewing Redeemer Celebration Lunch  
October 27  open 

Prayer Chain: 
Ann Doege  

Birth Announcement: 
Jeff and Lindy Hoyt welcomed son Elijah Sigmund. 
Elijah was born on August 27.  

 

Former Vicar Family Updates 
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Pastor Daniel Morris with Amanda and their 
almost 2 year old son, Ethan. Daniel is a pastor 
at St. Timothy's Lutheran Church in Skokie. 

Deacon Shannon and Pastor Josh Johnson welcome Micah Steven 
Johnson who was born on September 12 at 1:48pm. Weighing 7 
lbs. 7 oz. and 20.5 inches long, he was excitedly welcomed by big 

brothers Noah and Jonah. 
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Faithful Gardeners  
Our last Faithful Gardeners date this year is Saturday, October 12. All who are interested are invited 
to meet at the church at 8:00-9:00am. Rain date is the following Saturday. Questions? Contact 
Connie Bothen 630.341.1657 text or email ckbothen@aol.com. Thank you to all of our Faithful 
Gardeners who helped this year!  

Leaf Raking 
The past few years, we have been helping seniors through DuPage Senior Citizens Council. There was 
interest last year from our seniors that needed yard-work help. This year we are not going to accept 
any assignments from the outside. If you are a senior in need of assistance, we want you to contact 
Bruce Forbush (630-432-0989) or threeshrub@comcast.net. We are planning on doing the work on 
the weekend of November 16-17. Please let us know if we can help you. Those that want to help, 
please put these dates on your calendar.  
 

Fair Trade Marketplace 
Ten Thousand Villages will be bringing their Fair Trade 
Marketplace to Redeemer the weekend of November 2-3. We want 
you to know, so you can plan ahead and do some of the Christmas 
shopping early. We also need volunteers Friday evening for setup, 
during the hours we are open on Saturday and Sunday, and for 
cleanup on Sunday. Look for more information and sign-up sheets 
to come.  

Thank You to Our PADS Volunteers 

As the Redeemer summer PADS season comes to a close, we want to extend a special “thank you” to 
all involved. It was certainly a more challenging summer, but the continued support of so many of 
you made it possible. It is very difficult to sustain a mission that requires upwards of 30 people to 
run. With your dedicated involvement, we just completed our 15th full summer season. We extend our 
thanks to you for filling all those tough shifts but more important than our thanks is the knowledge 
that you really made a difference. If we don’t get enough people to run a weekend there simply is no 
shelter that weekend, or even more 
seriously, we would have to cease 
being a shelter site. That is not an 
overstatement. Over the past 15 years 
numerous churches have dropped out 
resulting in weekends with no 
shelter.  Fortunately, most churches 
have come back at some time, but you 
have been steadfast. 

God’s Work – Our Hands 
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DuPage United FAQs 
At the annual meeting in November, Redeemer will vote on whether to pursue a membership with 
DuPage United. Church and Community, whose mission is to inspire Redeemer members to work in 
areas of important social concern, believes that joining DuPage United would help us live out this 
mission as well as the mission of Redeemer - “Called by Christ and Led by the Spirit, we strive to 
grow in faith, proclaim the Gospel, and share God’s blessings.”  

Here are some answers to some frequently asked questions about DuPage 
United: 

What is DuPage United? Founded in 2003, DuPage United is an inclusive, 
non-profit, non-partisan organization whose members are civil society 
institutions: churches, mosques, synagogues, non-profit agencies, and 
associations. This mix of institutions have come together to form public 
relationships and to act together to improve the quality of life for individuals, 
families and communities. 

Why now? Membership for a church of Redeemer’s size is $2,000 annually. Church and 
Community already has money budgeted to cover that cost and would like to pursue membership on 
a trial basis until we know whether it is a good fit for our congregation. 

What are the benefits? By joining DuPage United, Redeemer would receive access to local 
leadership training sessions tailored to our needs and interests. Additionally, we would receive the 
support of other institutions when working on important issues that cannot be addressed by 
Redeemer alone. Most importantly, Redeemer would have a voice in shaping the priorities of DuPage 
United and be an active participant in making a difference in the lives of people suffering injustice. 

What are the current initiatives? Current initiatives include prepared and rapid response, 
affordable housing, mental health and criminal justice reform, and gun safety. Detailed information 
about each initiative can be found at www.dupageunited.org  

What if I don’t like their projects? DuPage United chooses projects based on the interests and 
ideas brought forward by its members. Church and Community will reach out to the congregation to 
determine the priorities of Redeemer and bring those to DuPage United. Redeemer can choose which 
initiatives it wants to take part in. 

Is DuPage United political? DuPage United is fiercely 
non-partisan. But making effective change often requires 
political influence, and that sometimes requires DuPage 
United to work with politicians on both sides of the aisle to 
accomplish their goals. 

How can I learn more? See our Did You Know? Handout, 
visit www.dupageunited.org, attend our adult forum in 
November, or reach out to Church and Community by 
contacting Mary Landis at mlandisgs@aol.com.  
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Opportunities to Support Our Mission Partners 
This fall, two of redeemer’s mission partners, Bishop Anderson House and HSC Family Services, are 
having benefits, and YOU are invited. 

Bishop Anderson House is hosting a House Party at Pagoda Red Thursday, October 10 from 
5:00-7:00pm.   
 
Come enjoy Fabulous nibbles and nosh station, beer, 
wine and specialty beverages. And, take a peek at the 
spectacular furnishings, antiques and modern art 
work at Pagoda Red, Bucktown’s premier gallery. 
Thanks to a fabulous donor, each and every dollar 
from the House Party will go directly to sponsor 
wellness and well-being events for the hardworking 
staff members at the CORE Center, Stroger Hospital, 
and Rush University Medical Center. Hear inspiring 
stories from folks who are on the front lines of 
medical care in Chicago and be a part of supporting 
ways to keep them healthy.  

Tickets are just $50, or $250 for six. 

HCS Family Services, our local food bank, is hosting 
Blues, Brews, and Barbeque at the Community 
House Sunday November 3rd from 4-8PM.   

This family-friendly event will feature BBQ from 
Sweet Baby Rays, beer from Motorow Brewing, and 
live music by the Original Chicago Blues All-Stars.  
Tickets are $60 for adults and just $10 for kids.  
Thanks to generous underwriters, 100% of ticket 
sales will support hungry families in our area. 
 

Friday, Saturday October 25 
You’re invited to join Lutheran Child and Family Services of Illinois and its Harvest Festival on 
Friday, October 25, 2019 from 6:30pm-10:30pm at City Winery, 1200 W. Randolph St. in Chicago. 
The fall-themed festive night will feature an open bar, dinner, dancing to the Scott Hamilton Band, 
and a live auction and exciting raffles. Proceeds from the evening plant the seeds that bring services, 
hope and brighter futures to at-risk families and foster children around the state. Learn more or 
register at www.LCFS.org/HarvestFestival.  
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Gather and Release


“Inspiration, both in the English language and in its ancestral languages, is rooted in the imagery of 
divine breath, the eternal rhythm of inhale and exhale, gather and release.”  

—Rachel Held Evans 

The Stewardship Committee at Redeemer has chosen “Gather and 
Release” as the theme for this year’s campaign. Simplistically, we will 
gather offerings from the faithful and release all that was offered to be 
used for the common good. Gather money and release it. What more 
needs to be said about a stewardship campaign? Well, lots more! We do 
not gather for the sake of gathering nor do we release for the sake of 
releasing. In order to gather and release, there should be a Divine 
purpose, otherwise stewardship is not inspired. Divine purposes include 
worship, music, and the sacraments, but does not stop there. Sheltering 
the homeless, making quilts for those in need, feeding the hungry, 
opposing hatred in all of its forms, visiting the sick, living into the Micah 
6:8 command: “He has told you O mortal what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God”. 

One of my favorite definitions of Christian Stewardship is “everything we do after we say: ‘I Believe’.” 
Belief brings us into harmony with divine breathing – the eternal rhythm of inhale and exhale, gather 
and release. We acknowledge all that God has gathered and released to us: our lives, family and 
friends, resources, church and community, a country where we can be free, earth, stars, and…
actually, everything – even what is yet unnamed.   

Gratitude flows naturally as a faith-filled acknowledgment of all that God 
has given to us. Since God is the provider and we are the stewards of all 
that we gather, including our children, Christian generosity, for a Divine 
purpose, inspires us to steward well and then release all that is in our care. 
As parents, we gather our children under our wings for a while before we 
release them. As workers, we gather the fruits of our labor in God’s 
vineyard, and release as much of “the first fruits” as we can to help others. 
As Church, we do the same – gather what the faithful have generously 
brought and release as much as we can so that God’s Kingdom may be on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us be inspired by the 
eternal rhythm of inhale and exhale, to gather and release. 

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“How often have I desired to gather your children together  
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing.”  

—Matthew 23: 37b 
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October 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

2 
9:00am Quilters 
10am RR Mtg. 
11am Bible Study 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 
7:30pm Small Group

3 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 
5pm Church and the 
Community Mtg. 
7:30pm Worship & Music 
Committee

4 5 
8:30am In Gathering 
2pm Confirmation 
FMSC in Aurora

6 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
3pm Communion Ed. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

7 
10am Small Group 
(Lake Hinsdale Village) 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

8 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

9 
9:00am Quilters 
12:45pm  Piano Festival  
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 
7:30pm Small Group

10 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group 
7:30pm PADS Mtg.

11 12 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners

13 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
7pm AA

14 
10am Small Group 
(Lake Hinsdale Village) 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

15 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

16 
9:00am Quilters 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 
7:30pm Small Group

17 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group 
7pm Church Council

18 19 

20 
10am Worship 
11am Renewing 
Redeemer Dedication 
12:15pm Intern Committee 
3pm Communion Ed. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

21 
10am Small Group 
(Lake Hinsdale Village) 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal 
7:15pm Mission 
Outreach Mtg.

22 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon 
7pm  Praise Band 

23 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 
7:30pm Small Group

24 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group

25 
4:30pm Wedding 
Rehearsal 

26 
3:30pm Wedding

27 Reformation and 
Pledge Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
3pm Communion Ed. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

28 
10am Small Group 
(Lake Hinsdale Village) 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

29 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

30 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 
7:30pm Small Group

31 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Small Group
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