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Sharing the Good News 
Because he was our first, and because we lived in Berkeley, California at 
the time, our son John was almost four when he had his very first soda. 
We were on an airplane, and when the flight attendant came by with the 
drink cart, we let John have a Sprite. It was revelatory to him and to us!  

The Redeemer Record (USPS 020357) is published monthly by Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale IL 60521-4253. Periodicals 
postage paid at Oak Brook, Illinois. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Redeemer Record, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256. 
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For weeks afterwards, three-year-old John would accost friends and 
strangers alike asking, “Have you tried Sprite?” But, he wouldn’t stop 
there. A mere, “Yes” or “No” answer was not enough for him. John 
would go on: “It is a kind of soda. It is very good and tastes like lemons 
and sugar! I like it very much!” And then came the big finish: “If you 
have not tried it, you should!” Watching “John the Evangelist” made me 
wonder, what would it look like if we all loved Jesus as much as John 
liked Sprite? It might look something like the Christmas story… 

Luke tells the Christmas story in four acts. There’s John the Baptist’s 
conception and birth, Mary’s immaculate conception, the actual birth of 
Jesus complete with visiting shepherds, and finally, Jesus’ dedication at 
the Temple. In each instance, there’s a revelation, a sense of joy and 
wonder, and finally, a deep need by participants to go and tell others 

what they have seen and heard. Usually in Advent, we cover prophetic and angelic revelation. No 
Christmas would be complete without joy and wonder. But, often that last part is left hanging. Do we 
understand what it means to “go and tell others what we have seen and what we have heard?” It 
doesn’t seem like a very Lutheran thing to do… 

And yet, the Biblical witness is clear. When Mary finds out that she is pregnant with Emmanuel – 
God with us, she can’t help herself. She runs and tells her aunt Elizabeth, who is also pregnant with 
an amazing child (1:39). When Elizabeth herself finally gives birth, her husband, the Temple priest 
Zachariah — struck mute for the entirety of the pregnancy, finally speaks. He “praises God” in the 
hearing of “all their neighbors.” The community is shocked and word gets around “throughout the 
entire hill country of Judea”(1:64-65). The shepherds find the Christ child exactly where the angel of 
the Lord told them to look. And when they return to their flocks, they go “glorifying and praising 
God” (2:20). The priest Simeon blesses the infant Jesus at the Temple, but it is Anna, the prophet, 
who “speaks about the child to all who are looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (2:38). 

It seems to me that there are plenty of people looking for redemption. It seems to me that there are 
many who could use a witness to God’s glory. It seems to me that the status quo could use some 
shocking. It seems to me that our nearest and dearest may just be waiting to share in our joy, 
knowing that the Christ child will be “born unto us.” But the question still remains: will we share the 
Good News? Is there a Lutheran way? 

The fact is we don’t have to ask people if they are “saved” on street corners to share the Gospel. We 
don’t have to hound new neighbors about their church preferences or guilt children into a late night 
service to do our duty. There are better ways, perhaps more natural ways, of sharing the joy we know. 

Sharing the Good News might mean inviting someone to worship on Christmas Eve (4:0opm, 
7:00pm, and 11:00pm) or Christmas Day (10:00am). It might mean encouraging a friend or relative 
to buy a gift for a needy senior or child. It might mean coming with the Confirmation Class to carol at 
Hinsdale Hospital on Wednesday, December 18 at 4:30pm. It might mean giving generously to the 
church as the fiscal year comes to a close. Or perhaps your opportunity will come with a quiet word of 
comfort, solidarity, or hope to someone who needs it. 

The truth is, it is in sharing our good news that we get the most joy. I think John liked telling people 
about Sprite almost as much as he liked drinking it. When we share the Good News of Jesus, we 
share in the joy of the prophets and angels, the holy family and the shepherds, Simeon and Anna, and 
generations of faithful Christians. When we share the Good News of Jesus, the Christmas Story lives 
on in us. 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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The Savior of the World 
In the season of Advent at Redeemer, we have been using these 
words just before we light our Advent candles each week: 

During Advent we wait for the Savior of the World. We 
wait for the one who will live, laugh, and cry among us. 
Not a God far-off but a God near to us bringing healing 

and wholeness, Jesus of Nazareth. 

God does not remain far off or distant but meets us right where 
we are. Our Advent season at Redeemer has also had this theme 
of healing and wholeness.  

The Greek word σῴζω (pronounced sode'-zo) is used throughout the New Testament but is 
translated in many different ways. It can mean to be whole, healed, or saved. Here are a few 
examples: 

Mary will bear a son “and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
 save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

A woman with hemorrhages said “If I but touch his clothes,  
I will be made well.” (Mark 5:28) 

The people who witness how Jesus removes the demon from the Gerasene Demoniac tell 
of “how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed” (Luke 8:36) 

These many translations of how God comes to us bringing saving grace, healing, and wholeness 
are a reminder of the diverse ways that God meets us right where we are. During this Advent 
season our Advent candles have been lit by various members of our community who are healers. 
For our first week, prayer chain members lit the candle. In later weeks, gardeners, medical 
professionals, and spiritual leaders all lit the advent wreath. I hope that lifting up the healers in 
our community can remind us of the many ways God brings healing and wholeness into our 
chaotic and broken lives.  

God dwells deeply with us offering healing for our relationships, creation, our bodies, and our 
spiritual lives together in community.  
 

From Vicar Karl and the Anliker family: 

Advent, Christmas, and New Year Blessings to you and your family this year. 
Knowing the holidays can be difficult and filled with grief or family rejection, let us 
turn our hearts to God, in Jesus Christ, who brings healing and wholeness to those 

who are grieving, burdened, weary or rejected.  
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New Song 
Everyone has a Song!

One of my favorite Christmas “decorations” is the Little 
People Crèche we received as a gift when our oldest was 
a baby. It is always a challenge to keep the set together 
and find all the pieces when it was time to put it away, 
but I love having something the littlest ones can play 
with however they like. At some point, I realized that 
whenever I would pick-up certain characters, I would 
sing a little song. It seemed so obvious for the angel to 
sing, “Glo-ooooo-ooooo-ooooo-ria in excelsis Deo!” The 
magi sing, “We Three Kings from Orient Are.” “My soul 
proclaims Your greatness, oh Lord” sings Mary. Through 
various children’s Christmas programs over the years, 
I’ve picked-up several little catchy tunes– even one for 
the camel– “‘Don’t make it too lumpy’ said the camel 
named Humphry, ‘the mother is tired and she needs her 
rest.’”  

Singing is a fun way for me to engage with young 
children, especially, and lately it makes me think about 
the idea of everyone having their own song. What is your 
song? Is it joyful, quiet, fast, or grand? Does it make 
others want to join with you? Does it give glory to God? 
How does it change as you go through the year and 
various life experiences? As I go through this holiday 
season and begin a new decade, I’m giving some thought 
as to what I would like my song to be. I pray for the light 
of Christ to shine through me! 

Joyfully, 
Heike 

We’ve been working hard! Don’t miss the Children’s 
Christmas program during worship at 11:00am on 
Sunday, December 15. Invite friends and family to 
enjoy this cute musical play about the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

We have a special service planned for Sunday, 
December 22 at 10:00 a.m. (just one service that 
day). You’ll get to hear music for the season from the 
Festival Choir, Alleluia Ringer, and the Children’s 
Choir. The Festival Choir will be singing the Magnificat 
by Michael Gilbertson, Benedictus by Elgar, and the 
combined choirs will sing “Birthday Carol” by David 
Willcocks. The Alleluia Ringers will play a beautiful 
arrangement of Advent carols called “Carillon for 
Advent.” Our service will include scripture, Holy 
Communion, and carols and hymns for everyone to 
sing. 
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Midweek 
Worship


Advent Worship Continues 
Wednesdays 7:00pm—7:30pm 

Prayer Around the Cross 

Our  Wednesday night worship will continue to 
be filled with silence, candles, music, and 

darkness beginning in November and 
continuing through December. Our worship 
together will center around themes of prayer 
and how the spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. The reflection readings on 

Wednesday nights are from a devotional book 
entitled Not Alone: Reflections on Faith and 
Depression by Monica A. Coleman.” We offer 

our whole selves in prayer: our breathing and 
our sighing, our singing and our silence, our 

grieving and our hope! Join us. 

There will be no midweek worship on Christmas 
Day or New Year’s Day. We will start up again on 

Wednesday, January 8 in the Parish Room.
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Musicians deserve a rest after Christmas!  

All adult music rehearsals will resume again on Wednesday, January 8  
(Alleluia Ringers and Festival Choir) and January 15 for our Children’s Choir. 

Children’s Choir 
Wednesdays 4:45-5:30pm 

Alleluia Ringers 
Wednesdays 5:45-6:45pm 

Festival Choir 
Wednesdays 7:30-9:00pm 

Praise Band  
2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm, 4th Tuesdays at 7pm 

 

Congratulations Ted Doege! 
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On Sunday, November 10, we celebrated Ted Doege’s retirement from Redeemer’s 
Festival Choir.Ted faithfully served in the choir for nearly 50 years!
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Youth & Family Ministries  
High School Youth Group


December 8: Youth Group 
December 15: Finals Prep Day 

Bring your materials and study at the church.  
We’ll provide a safe place to prepare  

to finish strong for the semester! 
December 20 – 22: Star Wars Movie Night  

Join us for a youth outing to see the newest Star Wars 
film. Must RSVP by Wednesday, December 18, so we 
can make sure to get tickets before they are sold out! 

Parents are welcome to join as well! 
December 29: No Youth Group 

January 5: No Youth Group 
January 12: High School Youth Group 
January 19: High School Youth Group 
January 26: RIC Celebration Sunday  

No High School Youth Group  
(worship, lunch, and learn!) 

Adult Education

During the month of January, Redeemer will be diving 
into our welcome statement; the document that our 
congregation voted on nearly a year ago as we became a 
Reconciling in Christ Community. During this month, 
join us each week as we connect with a different 
organization or representative that is meeting the needs 
of our community through their LGBTQIA+ affirming 
work. 

January 5: Night Ministry 
January 12: Zoe Sheets 

January 19: NAMI 
January 26  

One Service (10AM) No Adult Forum 

Christmas Caroling at 
Hinsdale Adventist 

Join us on Wednesday, December 18 in the lobby of 
Hinsdale Adventist Hospital at 4:30pm for Redeemer’s 
annual Christmas Caroling event. Children, youth, and 
adults of all ages and singing capabilities are encouraged 
to join us as we spread holiday cheer with our neighbors 
at Hinsdale Adventist Hospital. All are encouraged to 
come (parents, please do not drop your students off and 
then leave, as they will need rides back to church!), sing, 
and then return to Redeemer for Pizza at 5:30pm and 
worship at 7:00pm! Please let Tyler know if you are 
planning to attend the event, so that Pizza may be 
ordered for all in attendance. 
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Confirmation

Wednesday, December 4 

Class: Job 

Wednesday, December 11 
Class: Esther 

Wednesday, December 18 
Caroling, Pizza, Lumenaria Making 

Tuesday, December 24 
Lumenaria Set-up 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Day: No Class 

Wednesdays, January 1 & 8 
No Class 

Wednesdays, January 15, 22, 29 
Worship and Liturgy with Heike 

Sunday school

Sunday, December 1 

God Will Bring Peace 

Sunday, December 8 
God’s Peaceful World 

Saturday, December 14 
Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 15 
Christmas Program: 11:00am 

Sundays, December 22, 29 
No Classes: Christmas Break 

Sunday, January 5 
Jesus is the Word 

Sunday, January 12 
Jesus’ Baptism 

Sunday, January 19 
The Lamb of God 

Sunday, January 26 
No Class: Single Worship Service 
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Highlights from “Pocahontas” Movie Night 

Vacation Bible School 2020 Preview 
Join us for Vacation Bible School, Monday – 
Friday the week of June 22 – 26 beginning at 
1:00pm in the afternoon. Our theme, “On 
Earth as it is in Heaven,” helps students to 
learn more about The Lord’s Prayer and how 
we have the opportunity to work for justice in 
the world in the forms of ending hunger, 
bringing health and wellbeing to all, gender 
equality, education, and peace-making. This 
resource has been created for churches by the 
ELCA World Hunger!  

Students will follow similar schedules as in 
past years with an opening song and skit 
followed by rotation stations: story time, 
games, snacks, crafts, and the simulation 
station! The simulation station is a chance to 
learn more about the theme, the Sustainable 
Development Goal of the day, and how our 
faith calls us to respond! Children will end 
the day with a large-group closing of songs 
and prayer! 

We hope that you are as excited as we are for 
Vacation Bible School this summer! Sign-ups 
will be available in the grand hallway on 
Christmas Eve! Please let us know if your 
child will be participating in Vacation Bible 
School this summer! 
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Stewardship Update 
Our Stewardship campaign has wrapped up with a total of 89 pledges 
equaling $507,500 towards Redeemer's 2020 income. This represents 
an increase of 3 pledges and 5.5% giving versus the prior year. Thank 
you for these generous pledges and to the committee members, temple 
talkers, mailing packers and staff who supported our campaign. If you 
haven't yet had a chance to pledge, it is not too late, please drop-off a 
card at the church office. 

Year-End Giving Reminders 
As the end of the year approaches, here are a few reminders about your financial support of 
Redeemer’s mission. 

All offerings must be turned in by noon on 
Tuesday, December 31, 2019, in order to 
receive credit on your 2019 statement. Any 
offerings received after noon on December 31, 
will be credited to your 2020 statement. The 
date on your check or the date on the envelope 
will not affect the statement year on which the 
credit appears. A counting team member will be 
at the church until noon on the 31st to receive 
your offering. Please do not put your offering 
into the church mailbox. If you mail your offering 
to the church, please allow sufficient time for it 
to reach the church office before the 31st. 

It is possible to support Redeemer and minimize your tax liability by giving a gift of appreciated stock 
or by directing your IRA minimum distribution be sent directly to Redeemer. Again, these gifts must 
be received no later than December 31. You can get more information on these giving alternatives 
by contacting Linda Carpenter, our Financial Secretary. 

Envelopes for 2020 will be in the narthex for you to pick-up. Please be sure to take your envelopes 
and save Redeemer the expense of mailing them. Members who give electronically and/or have a 500 
envelope number will not receive paper envelopes. You may always use one of the blue and white 
envelopes found in the pews if you wish to make a special offering. If you would like to have 
envelopes in addition to your electronic giving, please contact the church office and we will be happy 
to provide you with a box of envelopes. 

If you give electronically, please remember to change your account information online if you changed 
your pledge amount or if you wish to change your gift amount or frequency. If you need assistance in 
changing that information, contact Linda Carpenter. If you give on line using a charge card, consider 
adding an amount to offset the 3% credit card fee so that Redeemer receives the full benefit of your 
gift. 

Thank you for your support of Redeemer through your time, talent, and treasures. 
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Capital Campaign Update 
It’s so exciting to see the beautiful renovations at Redeemer. Every 
time I walk through the building, I am reminded of why we wanted 
to complete our remodeling – to be accessible, enhance 
fellowship, add flexibility, update technology and modernize our 
building. In a time where church attendance is reducing, we 
wanted to be a place of growth – to welcome newcomers, 
children and youth, seniors, current members, those in need, and 
those who have yet to find us at Redeemer! 

While the renovations are complete, and 40 families have also 
completed their giving to the capital campaign, we still have about 
$180,000 of pledged money to receive. If you have yourself on a 
payment plan through the end of the giving timeframe that we laid 
out (through May 2021), that’s great. If you have the ability to complete y o u r 
payment now, that is also welcome.   

We are so blessed to be part of the Redeemer family! 

Kris Malkoski 
Chairperson, Capital Campaign 

Quilters 
Our Redeemer Lutheran World Relief Quilters are back at work. Some of our quilters head to warmer 
climates for the winter, we could use more people! What do we all do? We need people to help iron, 
cut fabric squares with a template,  tie the quilts, or  use a machine to sew edges. Come and help once 
a month or once a week; as your schedule allows. Wednesday mornings in our newly renovated  
Fellowship Room. You can also work from home. Contact Connie Bothen, ckbothen@aol.com or any 
quilter for more information. 

Thank you to…. 
Jo Changelian and Mary Landis for setting up the All Saints candles. 

Bri Davis and Marie McGann for their help setting up the Christmas Giving Tree for HCS Seniors and 
Holy Family School children.  

Great group of volunteers that removed wallpaper and painted in the childcare restroom and storage 
closet: Mitchell Lee, Matthew Schwab, Jackson & Matthew Hughes, Preston Sieben, Jon Swanson, 
Thomas Graeb, AJ Mazikowski, Layne Dale, Markus Sfetcu, Frank Masek, and Tyler Parks. 

Ted Doege for his nearly 50 years of service to the Festival Choir, Kate Sahlas and Jo Changelian for 
organizing the reception for Ted Doege, and the Festival Choir members for bringing the food. 

Karen Johnson for washing the altar guild linens. 
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Karen and Karl Krull for painting the trim on the bulletin boards.  

Daina Giesler and Mary Landis for preparing our Fall Harvest on the Altar.  

Our Redeemer Veterans and all who serve our country. 

The wonderful volunteers that helped with the Fair Trade Market: Marie McGann, Judy & Trish 
Rosland, Mark, Amanda, Tim & Harrison Rosland, Ellie Goers, Cathie Floegel, Bruce Forbush, Carrie 
Gromer, Don Johnson, Jacquie Ravnic, Jo Changelian, Lanny & Linnea Wilson, Dirk Landis, Tom 
Malkowski, Thomas Graeb, Abby Antinossi, Ethan Greenwald, Abiti McGann, Matthew Schwab, 
Grant Howell 

Connie Bothen for the winter greens and decorating the outside planter boxes for Christmas.   

Church and Community would like to thank Dot McCarthy, Thomas Graeb, Linnea and Lanny 
Wilson, Kathy Selcke, along with Jay Hines-Shah (great help with dishes) for their help in making the 
November movie night a success. Also, thanks to John Hines-Shah and Tom Coleman who made 
delicious corn bread.  It went smoothly because of Pastor Katie's and Tyler's organization and Sara 
and Scott Spaniol's all around concept and educational additions.   

Everyone who helped make the Pie Social such a success on Sunday, November 24. We had an 
abundance of pies, fellowship, and other delicious treats. Your generosity is truly appreciated! 

Readers and cantors for our November Prayer Around the Cross services: Kris and Dave Mahon, Ellie 
Goers, Sue and Evan Metzler, Erin Matonte, Trish and Judy Rosland, and Karen Burns. 

Everyone who helped prepare the church for Advent and Christmas including Jane Gavran, Lanny 
and Linnea Wilson, Chuck and Barb Schmidt, Ralph Homann, Thomas and Kyra Graeb, Matthew 
Schwab, Dot McCarthy, Bruce Forbush, Kate Howell, Bob Rusthoven, and Vicar Karl. 

November Altar Guild volunteers: Mary Landis, Sandy Ditewig, and Karen Johnson 

November Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Held family, Bev & Laverne Beener 

November Offering Counters: Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis 

November ushers: Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, Jim Toomey, Paul Rosland Jr., Douglas McArthur 
 
Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  

DuPage PADS contacted Redeemer in late November to see if we could put together a crew of people to 
staff the Clarendon Hills winter shelter on the Thanksgiving weekend, November 30.  The alternative was to 

close the shelter.  Redeemer split the weekend with our partner in PADS. The Church of the Holy Nativity 
Episcopal with Redeemer operated the shelter from 1:00am through breakfast and cleanup.   

A special thank you to the following who made that possible: 
Bruce Forbush, Mary & Dirk Landis, Kathy Manofsky, Douglas McArthur,  

Bill & Dot McCarthy, Vicky Panos, Sophia Panos, Grace Panos,  
Pat Quast, Melissa Roberts & Tom Barney, and Linnea Wilson 
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Serving in December  
December Altar Guild:  
Lea Held, Karen Johnson, Jane Gavran  

December Ushers:  
8:30am worship: Linda Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer Sheppel, Rick Vogel 
11:00am worship: Sue Metzler  

December Offering Counters:  
Team 4: Linda Carpenter, Jim & Margaret Schlegel  
Christmas Eve, Team 3: Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis 
Christmas Day, Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, Will Swenson 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  
December 1 – Annette & Steve Patterson 
December 8 – Janet Schoneman 
December 15 – Cindy Cimo 
December 22 – Music Service Reception (volunteers needed) 
December 29 – open 

Serving in January  
January Altar Guild: 
Stephanie Douglas, Jane Gavran, Carol Banashak 

January Ushers:  
8:30am worship: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, Steve Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde 
11:00am worship: Bob Rusthoven, Carrie Gromer 

January Offering Counters 
Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, Will Swenson 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  
January 5 – open 
January 12 – open  
January 19 – Hudson family 
January 26 – open 
 
Prayer Chain 
Ann Doege 

Coffee Hour Discussion! 

Coffee hour in the new gathering space is a hit with many - especially our 
youth! Coming in January we’ll be evaluating participation procedures 
and scheduling. Let Cindy know if you’d like to be part of the discussion.  
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Reconciling in Christ Celebration  
As 2019 draws to a close, let’s ponder all of the ways Redeemer has evolved 
this past year. Our building has undergone a major transformation, making it 

more accessible and inviting. Likewise, our decision to become a Reconciling in Christ church has 
made our welcome to members of the LGBTQIA+ community more visible.  

In January, we will spend the month reflecting on issues facing queer people by hosting special 
speakers from advocacy groups during adult education hour, with opportunities to support causes 
like homelessness. This will culminate in a special RIC worship service on Sunday, January 26 at 
10:00am, which is not only a year since approving our welcome statement, but is also the official 
RIC Sunday. It will be a day of celebration, as we use a liturgy written by LGBTQ people to reflect the 
wideness of God’s inclusivity. Worship will be followed by a reception lunch at 11:15am hat will 
feature a concert of song and spoken word. After the lunch/concert, please stay and join us for an 
introductory training on Gender 101, an overview of key concepts as they relate to gender, a review of 
best practices in creating gender inclusive environments, and practical tools for implementing gender 
inclusion within our community at Redeemer. All members of Redeemer are invited to participate in 
this day of celebration.  

We will be blessed to be lead by Abigail Muldoon, the manager of data programs for the Division of 
Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine at Lurie Children’s Hospital where Abigail does work with 
research, programs, and clinic. She has a master’s degree in women’s and gender studies from 
DePaul University where she focused her research on intersections of gender/faith and Christian-
motivated gender harassment. 

Please RSVP for lunch and our training session on the sign-up sheet in the grand hallway by Sunday, 
January 19. We hope you will join us as we renew our commitment to welcome at Redeemer.  
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Congratulations to our Wedding Couples!  
Left: Kathleen McNaughton and Patrick Hudock 

were married at Redeemer on Friday, November 8. 
(Kathleen pictured with her father.) Above: Brooke 

Bawel and Madison Currin McCarty, Jr. were married 
at Redeemer on Saturday, October 26.
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Church and Community  
As we move into 2020, Church and Community would like to invite you to join us for one or more of 
our meetings where we plan our events and/or discuss issues of social justice and how our faith calls 
us to respond. Meetings are generally at 5:00pm on the first Thursday of the month (check the 
church calendar for up to date information), and childcare will be provided at all meetings in 2020.  

If you have any questions or would like more information about our group, please contact Sara 
Spaniol or Mary Landis. 

2019 - Year in Review 
Jesus and Justice 
During Lent 2019 Church and Community presented “Jesus and Justice” a series adult forums and 
stations of the cross, that challenged Redeemer members to learn about our criminal justice system, 
consider how our faith tells us this system should be working, and consider steps we could take to 
work towards a system of restorative justice. Church and Community members have continued this 
work by visiting Precious Blood Ministries and attending justice forums. 

DuPage United 
After several months of informational presentations and conversations Redeemer members approved 
joining DuPage United on a 2-year trial membership. Church and Community is excited for the 
opportunities this will afford the congregation. 

Pocahontas Movie Night 
On November 24, approximately 30 Redeemer members joined Church and Community for a 
Pocahontas movie night. At this event, children, youth, and adults were given the opportunity to try 
Native American foods, learn a little bit of the Miami-Illinois language, play a Native American game, 
hear Native American stories, and listen to Native American music prior to watching the movie 
Pocahontas. Following the movie, Sara and Scott Spaniol led participants in a discussion of how the 
movie compared to the historic evidence of the colonization of Jamestown and the treatment of 
Native Americans. 

2020 - Looking Ahead 

Moving into 2020 the Church and Community group has chosen to focus on 5 ministry areas: 
1.DuPage United 
2.Lenten Focus 
3.Know Your Neighbor 
4.Fellowship and Advocacy 
5.Justice   
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Extend the Healing Ministry of Jesus


“Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because it is the Lord your God  
who goes with you; He will not fail you or forsake you.” —Deuteronomy 31:6 

AMITA Health is one of the largest, faith-based hospital systems in the country. 
Nineteen hospitals, across Chicagoland, have joined together to form AMITA Health. 
I know it well since I have been on the staff of one of its facilities, Hinsdale Hospital, 
for more than forty years. Our mission is to “Extend the Healing Ministry of Jesus”. 
As you walk around the hallways, sit in the chapel, or visit, you will see photos and 
artwork depicting that mission. No matter what one’s faith tradition, most everyone 
agrees that there was a historic man named Jesus who was charismatic, 
compassionate, welcoming, and healing. It is that person’s healing ministry that we 
attempt to emulate in our hospitals. For Christian believers, He is the Holy One, the 
one whose birth we celebrate on Christmas. Jesus is the one who asked His followers 
to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and sharing the good news of 
God’s loving presence.  
      

Many people in the United States suffer from the growing epidemics of 
loneliness, addiction, anxiety, and suicide. Sadly, while those epidemics 
are worsening, people with no religious affiliation – a group known as 
religious “nones” – are on the rise. Relatively speaking, the decline of 
religious affiliation in the United States is happening at a rapid rate. Is it 
any wonder that loneliness, and its consequences, are on a similar rapid 
rise? People are steering away from the very religions that would help 
them know peace and harmony and connectedness. Moses, one of the 
grand forefathers of the modern, Judeo-Christian religions, assured his 
followers that they could be strong and bold because they were 
accompanied by the God who would neither fail nor forsake them. Jesus 
went so far as to leave His followers with the peace that would heal 
troubled hearts and be a balm for anxiety and loneliness.  
      
Many Christian Churches are trying to “Extend the Healing Ministry of Jesus”. Simple examples 
include the provision of food, quilts, shelter, and monetary assistance to those in need; but church 
communities also help people connect to one another in sincere and heartfelt ways following the 
example of Jesus’ loving ministries. Loneliness, addiction, anxiety, and suicide are byproducts of our 
lack of connectedness. If people understood that there is a Divine Presence always with us, and if 
believers could help extend the healing ministry of that Presence by being kind, compassionate, 
relevant and welcoming; maybe the lonely would know that they are never alone and the religious 
“nones” would once again embrace religion. 
      
Let us extend the healing ministry of Jesus wherever we go by connecting to one another with loving 
kindness as Jesus did. If we are willing to enter into simple acts of kindness, we can be partners in 
healing – including the epidemics of loneliness, addiction, anxiety, and suicide. 

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD  

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” —John 14: 27 
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December 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Karl Anliker, Vicar 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Cole Korfisti, Sunday Custodian 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

2 
5:30pm Hinsdale 
Chorale Rehearsal

3 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal  
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

4 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

5 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and 
Community Mtg.

6 7

8 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
12pm Christmas Musical 
Practice 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

9 10 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

11 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

12 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg.

13 
9am HCS Senior 
Breakfast & Gift Pickup 
5pm Christmas 
Musical Rehearsal 

14 
9am Children’s Choir 
Dress Rehearsal 

15 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
(Christmas Program) 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

16 17 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

18 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
4:30pm Christmas Caroling  
5:30pm Caroling Dinner 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 

19 
7:30am Prayer Group

20 21 
9am Music Group 
Dress Rehearsal 

22 
10am Worship 
11:15am Usher & Acolyte 
Training 
7pm AA

23 24  
4pm Worship 
7pm Worship 
11pm Worship 

Christmas Eve

25 
10am  Worship 

Christmas Day

26 
7:30am Prayer Group 

Limited Office Hours

27 

Limited Office Hours

28 

29 
10am Worship 
7pm AA

30 

Limited Office Hours

31 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon 

Limited Office Hours

15



DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020 REDEEMER RECORD

January 2020 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Karl Anliker, Vicar 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Cole Korfisti, Sunday Custodian 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 

New Year’s Day 
Office Closed

2 
7:30am Prayer Group 

3 4

5 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
7pm AA

6 7 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

8 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
NO Confirmation 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

9 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and 
Community Mtg. 
7:30pm Worship & Music 
Committee Mtg.

10 11 

12 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
12pm Confirmation Guide 
Mtg. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

13 14 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal  
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

15 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 

16 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 

17 18

19 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

20 21 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

22 
9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

23 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council

24 25

26 
10am Worship 
11:15am Lunch/Concert 
12:30pm Lurie Children’s 
Presentation  
7pm AA

27 28 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal  

29 
 9:00am Quilters 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

30 
7:30am Prayer Group

31
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