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Go Make Disciples of All Nations 
My husband Jay’s birthday always seems to fall right in the beginning of 
Lent. Unfortunately, the beginning of Lent is one of the busiest times for a 
pastor… 
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But I was determined this year we would at least have a cake. And when I 
didn’t get around to making the cake mix I bought, I thought I might make 
the problem into an opportunity.  

My youngest, Betty, and I would go out and buy a cake, but we would make 
it a secret cake! We would hide it away until just before we sang happy 
birthday – that would be a present in and of itself! 

Betty was so excited about the secret cake! She was excited to pick it out at 
Mariano’s! She was excited to hide it! She was excited for the birthday 
dinner just a day away! She was so excited that as soon as Jay got home, 
she promptly told him all about his cake! (“But I didn’t tell him what kind it 
was, Mama!”) 

While no one likes a spoiler, there is something to be said about being so excited that you just can’t 
help but share the good news. I would hope that as Christians we would not be able to help ourselves 
– that we too would have to share the Good News. There can be no better time than Easter – even 
Jesus thinks so. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus does all sorts of things that get people excited. He teaches. He does 
exorcisms. He heals. He does miracles. Yet again and again, particularly in the Gospel of Mark (our 
main Gospel this year), Jesus tells the disciples to keep his work a secret and not tell anyone.  
Theories around the why of the messianic secret abound. Maybe Jesus knew that if the word got out 
the Romans would end his ministry sooner; maybe Jesus thought that if too many people got 
involved too soon he might end up following a call to glory rather than a call to the cross; or maybe, 
and this is my favorite, Jesus knew that without the resurrection, the disciples just couldn’t 
understand. How could they know? Jesus overcame the impossible – sin, death, and the devil. Until 
the resurrection who could have believed it? 
 
It was only after Jesus was raised that he urged the disciples to tell. “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations,” Jesus says, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Jesus urges us, the descendants of those disciples, to follow in this call. We 
are not to hold back – we are to tell everyone of the good things God has done for us, and the 
difference God is making in the world through us! 

In this spirit, tell your friends; we have so much to look forward to this Easter season! Read more for 
the Holy Week and Easter Worship schedule, youth and family activities, concerts and special music 
opportunities, and mission outreach activities to help those in need. 

I hope you are as excited as I am! And I hope you will share the Good News of Jesus through the good 
news of Redeemer! 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Out of the Waters: Resisting the Power of Fear 
A Lenten Study using the Cycle of Civility

Wednesday Nights 6:00–7:00pm through March 21 

According to the MAP survey, our first priority as a congregation was “Helping members recognize 
God at work in all aspects of our lives.” Could Redeemer, as a congregation, dare to bring our faith 
into the sometimes hot topics of our world? 

It seems we live in an era where civility is no longer 
valued. Washington is more polarized than ever, litmus 
tests are common, even in church, and even married 
couples find there are topics they cannot discuss. 

In our work lives, our family lives, our social lives, and 
especially our churches, we can think that winning is 
everything (whatever that might look like) and try to 
circumvent the real learning, joy, and fellowship that 
comes from working through important things together. 

Could there be a better way? 

This Lent we will be studying together the story of Moses and the Hebrew people using an adapted 
Bible Study from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS). This study: Out of the Waters: 
Resisting the Power of Fear, is a deep dive into the first five chapters of Exodus. As we explore the 
early life of Moses some particularly relevant and sometimes controversial topics will be discussed:  
immigration, sexism, civil disobedience, living in two worlds, and doing God’s work with what you 
have. This won’t be a study geared toward any particular political stance; Christians of good will can 
differ on these issues! If and when we disagree, we are going to use the Cycle of Civility to have better 
conversations. 

Redeemer’s Church and Community group will be teaching us the Cycle of Civility as part of our 
study series. The Cycle proceeds like this: 

• 1. Ask genuinely curious questions 
• 2. Listen to the values and emotions being shared 
• 3. Reflect on what’s been said (summarize to make sure you’ve understood the speaker) 
• 4. Agree – find something on which both of you can agree. Often these are values, goals, or 

emotions. 
• 5. Finally share your own view point. And start the cycle again! 

If you want to use your faith to talk about things that really matter this Lent is a great opportunity! I 
hope you will join us Wednesdays from 6:00–7:00pm in the Fellowship Room. 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Youth & Family Ministries 
Global Mission Sunday 

Sunday, March 4 

The ELCA Young Adults (ages 21—29) in Global Mission 
group will be at Redeemer on Sunday, March 4 to share 
with us the work that they are empowered to do through 
the ELCA. Director of Global Church Sponsorship, Andrew 
Steel, will be preaching at both services and 9 Young 
Adults will be here to share about their experiences in the 
mission field. Sunday School and Adult Education Hour 
will look slightly different in order for us to host our 
guests: 

9:45am – 10:15am A d u l t s a n d 
students 4th grade – High School 

will be in the Fellowship Room. 
Pre-School – 3rd Grade will be 

in the Sunday School Rooms. 
10:15am – 10:45am  T h e 
entire congregation will be 
able to “travel the globe” and 

g e t p a s s p o r t s s t a m p e d . 
Students and Adults alike will 

be able to experience activities 
from across the world! 

$50 is one day of life-changing service for a Young Adult  
volunteer living, working and worshipping in one of 11 

countries. Let us sponsor 100 days! 

National Youth 

Gathering Fundraisers

Our Envelope Wall is slowly coming down! Help us to 
remove all of the envelopes by Palm Sunday (March 25) to 
reveal a special message from the students who are 
traveling to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, 
Texas this summer. Simply take an envelope with a 
suggested donation amount and place it inside (checks 
work best, as we know who to make our thank you out to!). 
Our students will also host an Easter Breakfast between 
services on Sunday, April 1 to help raise funds for the 
National Youth Gathering Trip. All are welcome to come 
and enjoy breakfast items prepared by the students and 

their families from 9:45–10:45am in the 
Fellowship Room. There is no cost for this 
Breakfast; however, students will be collecting 
a free-will offering that will go towards 
covering the cost of transportation to Houston! 
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Lenten Dinners & 
Intergeneration Study 

Wednesdays    

(Through March 21) 

Join us in the fellowship room on 
Wednesday evenings at 5:30pm for 
our Lenten Dinners provided by our 
many wonderful ministry groups 
around the Redeemer community. Our 
Lenten Intergeneration Study is an 
adapted version of Out of the Waters: 
Overcoming the Power of Fear. This 
study follows the early life of Moses 
through the Exodus and makes 
connections with social justice issues 
that are still relevant today. We also 
learn how to listen, understand, and 
communicate with people with 
differing viewpoints than our own by 
following the Radical Cycle of Civility. 
The study begins at 6:00pm and we 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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High School Bowling Night 

Sunday, March 18, 6:00–8:00pm 
All high school students are invited to attend the High 
School Bowling Night at Pinstripes Bowling and Bocce (7 
Oakbrook Center, Oak Brook). Come out for a night of fun 
and fellowship and bring your friends. Bowling will cost 
$20, and we will cover the cost of shoe rentals. If you or a 
friend would like to come, but can’t swing the $20, let Tyler 
know, and we’ll figure out what works best! Please RSVP 
with Tyler (tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org) by Wednesday, 
March 14 so that we can make sure we have enough lanes 
reserved for our party. Looking forward a night of fun! 
 

Snow Day Activity Recap

It was wonderful to be able to spend Saturday (February 10) sledding and 
hanging out with many of our Redeemer Families at Madison School. 
Afterwards we returned to Redeemer for Hot Cocoa and Cookies! This was 
a great impromptu gathering due to all of the snow that we received the 
day before!  

Upcoming Adult Education Discussions 

Sundays March 11 and 18 
Representatives from our Church and Community group will be hosting two panel discussions 
focusing on DuPage United; an inclusive, non-profit, non-partisan organization whose members 
come together to form public relationships and improve the quality of life for individuals, families, 
and communities in DuPage County. Please see the Church and Community write up for more 
information. We hope that you will be a part of these panel discussions!  
Palm Sunday March 25 
Join Heike Burghart Rice and Steven Rice for an opportunity to reflect on the newly-composed 
liturgy setting we've been singing during Lent. We will also look ahead to the music the Festival Choir 
and the Gargoyle Brass will present on Good Friday, including settings of O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded and Psalm 130 (Out of the Depths) by Felix Mendelssohn and Marcel Dupré. 

Metro Chicago Confirmation Retreat

Eight Confirmation students and four chaperones attended the Metro Chicago Synod’s Confirmation 
Retreat at Lutherdale Bible Camp at the beginning of the month. Students spent the weekend 
singing, learning, and worshipping together with 150 of their peers from all over Chicagoland. They 
even got to play on the frozen lake during free time. This was a great experience for our students, and 
we look forward to the many more faith building activities to come! 
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Staying Connected 

Using Remind App 
If you would like to join our push notification or text update 
list, please refer to the following: 
  
High School Youth   
 Push Notifications on Smart Phone  rmd.at/rhhsyouth  
 or text 81010    @rhhsyouth 

Confirmation    
 Push Notifications on Smart Phone  rmd.at/rhconfirm 
 or text 81010    @rhconfirm 

Sunday School   
 Push Notifications on Smart Phone  rmd.at/rhssfam 
 or text 81010    @rhssfam 

 

 

THANK YOU REDEEMER!  

Over 560 food and toiletry items (346 lbs.) were donated 
during the “National Souper Bowl of Caring” for HCS Family 
Services! Redeemer was part of a larger giving on February 
4: There were 2,694 groups participating collecting over 
$7,515,770 in cash and food for their own local food bank.  
Great team work! 
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Souper Bowl of Caring  
Collection Totals Are In! 
Confirmation Students spent part of 
the evening on Ash Wednesday 
counting and sorting through all of 
the donations that were collected for 
the Souper Bowl of Caring on 
February 4. Over 560 food and 
toiletry items were collected, which 
amounted to 346 pounds of 
donations for HCS Family Services. 
Thank you for your generosity as we 
support this vital ministry in our 
community.
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Lenten Artwork Commission  
Our bulletin cover art this season was commissioned to tie together our theme “Hope for all Nations” 
with particular images from our scripture lessons each week. The original watercolor 

paintings will be arriving soon! 

  

About the artist: Andria Cogley resides in Lincoln, NE with 
her husband and three children, where she owns a sign-

painting business, Reborn Decor (on Facebook), and does 
freelance graphic design (acogleydesign.net).  

God has blessed her with the ability to stay home with her 
children while continuing her artistic professions and sharing 

her life testimony through MOPs groups, guest blogging and 
ladies retreats. Andria and her family are active members of 

Southview Baptist Church in Lincoln, NE 
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STATIONS of the CROSS  
A Christian’s Meditative Journey through Lent  
March 21 through 30 — lower level corridor 
Ours is a noisy, jangling, world in which time for quiet contemplation has been pushed to the 
margins. One antidote to this reality of our lives is participation in the practice of meditating on each 
of the events of Holy Week (Passion or Palm Sunday to Easter). As we follow the steps of Jesus as he 
made his way slowly and painfully to his crucifixion, we take time to ponder this mystery of our faith. 
This ancient Christian discipline is often called “Stations of the Cross.”    

This practice began as a spiritual pilgrimage in which the faithful journeyed to Jerusalem to walk the 
Via Dolorosa, the supposed path of Jesus as he carried his cross to Golgotha, the hill we know as 
Calvary. But not everyone could travel to Jerusalem! And so holy places, both indoor and outdoor, 
were erected around the world, where the faithful could go to observe this practice; some stations 
were elaborately carved, while others were simply numbered to remind the follower of the event 
portrayed. Traditionally, fourteen stops, or “stations” were made; nine of these were based on 
references from the Bible, while five grew out of Roman Catholic tradition.  

Protestant faith traditions, including we Lutherans, have embraced this devotional practice, choosing 
any number of scenes from the Bible’s portrayal of Holy Week events as the guide for their 
meditation. During the week and a half before Easter, we will have the opportunity to read scripture, 
pray, listen to sacred music, and take part in a suggested creative activity. As you “travel” from 
“station” to “station,” leave hustle and bustle behind— may this be for you a peaceful time in which 
you are drawn deeply into the contemplative, holy season of Lent.  
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Out of the Depths
A musical service for contemplation on Good Friday 
featuring Redeemer’s Festival Choir and Alleluia Ringers 
and the Chicago Gargoyle Brass 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded by Felix Mendelssohn 
Out of the Depths by Marcel Dupré 
and Martin Luther’s setting of Psalm 130

Good Friday 
March 30, 2018 

7:00pm
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Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Week is the most sacred part of the Christian calendar. 
Plan on making all Holy Week events part of your family’s celebration. 

Stations of the Cross  
Wednesday, March 21 – Friday, March 30  
The week and a half before Easter walk through the Stations of the Cross in the 
lower level corridor of the church. This will be an opportunity to participate in 
the practice of meditating on each of the events of Holy Week (Passion or Palm 
Sunday to Easter). You may read scripture, pray, listen to sacred music, and 
take part in a suggested creative activity.   

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday  
Sunday, March 25 - 8:30am and 11:00am 
On this day we recall Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We will begin the 
service with our own palm procession and joyful hymns. Yet we will not forget 
that Jesus’ kingship is like no other. Jesus’ reign will come with a cross and not a 
crown. Come hear the whole story told by our reader’s theatre. 

Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, March 29 - 7:0opm 
On this night we remember Jesus’ last meal with his friends and the one who 
would betray him. We will follow Jesus command to love others as he has loved 
us symbolized in the washing of feet. We will share Holy Communion. The 
service will conclude with the stripping of the altar.    

 
Good Friday  
Friday, March 30 - 7:00pm 
At this most solemn service of the Christian year, we will recall the night of 
Jesus’ death And the weight of our sin. Redeemer’s Festival Choir and Alleluia 
Ringers along with the Chicago Gargoyle Brass will present a contemplative 
service. Along with lessons, psalms, prayers, and music, we experience the 
closing in of darkness as candles are extinguished throughout the service. We 
leave in silence, but not without hope.  

Easter Sunday  
Sunday, April 1 - 8:30am and 11:00am 
“Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!” will be our cry as we celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord! Our church will be filled with light and 
color. Easter flowers will be arrayed, the brass will play, the choir will 
sing and all will rejoice! Between services (starting at 9:45am), there 
will be an Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Breakfast Fundraiser for the 
Youth Mission Trip. Bring your friends and family! This is one day 
not to miss!  Childcare will be provided at both services. 
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Easter Flower Order 
To order your Easter flowers, fill out this form and drop it in the 

basket in the narthex,  
leave it in the church office, or mail it to:  

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale 60521.   
The deadline to order plants is Sunday, March 18. 

Please reserve the following plants: 
   Lilies ($17.50)     Red Azaleas ($20)  
   Blue Hydrangeas ($35)   Yellow Daffodils ($12.50) 

   Pick Up     Leave for Donation  

Name         Phone #     

Make checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Easter Morning Activities  
Sunday, April 1 - 9:45–10:45am 

  
Easter Egg Hunt | Beginning at 9:45am under the Carport 
All children are invited to participate in the Redeemer Easter Egg 
Hunt starting at 9:45am! Over 200 Easter Eggs will be hidden 
across the grounds of the church! Children ages 0 – 5 will “hunt” 
west of the carport. Children 6 and older will “hunt” for eggs in the 
grassy area south of the church. Bring your baskets and keep your 
eyes open for the Easter Bunny as it will surely be making its way 
around. Redeemer with treats! Easter themed coloring sheets, word 
searches, etc. will be available for children during the Easter 
Breakfast or in between services! 
  

Easter Breakfast Fundraiser | 9:45–10:45am | Fellowship Room 
All are invited to attend the Easter Breakfast Fundraiser put on by the High School 
youth who are traveling to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas this 
summer! Students and families will prepare breakfast items for the congregation 
and take up a free will donation that will help cover the costs of this Gathering Trip. 
Students are very excited as this will be the first time in many years that Redeemer 
has participated in the ELCA National Youth Gathering experience. Come hungry 
and be filled as our students serve breakfast between services on Sunday, April 1. 
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Renewing Redeemer Update 
The Renewing Redeemer Committee is meeting every other week with the architect to produce the 
Schematic Design phase of the project. The details of the project currently being discussed include 
landscaping for the west exterior, the type and location of appliances and cabinetry in the Gathering 
Area, robing area location, library book display, nursery/bride area, required office area changes, 
group office, music library and storage. Subcommittees have been assigned to parse the many 
important detail decisions required. Questions may be directed to any of the committee members. 

Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 

Capital Campaign Update 
We are a month away from kicking off the Renewing Redeemer Capital Campaign on Sunday, April 8, 
2018. Teams are busy pulling together campaign brochures and materials, planning events, 
developing worship programs and much more!  
  
While there will be much more information to be shared about the campaign, it’s not too early to 
begin thinking through ways to creatively and generously give your best gift and/or pledge. Here are 
some ways people have donated at other churches who have conducted capital campaigns: 

 • Appreciated investment assets 
 • Stock and bond transfers 
 • Accumulated cash in life insurance policies or the policy 

itself 
 • Appreciated gift annuity 
 • Assets held in a trust 
 • Income from extra work or extended employment 
 • Interest or dividends from investments 
 • Bonus or merit increase income 
 • Inheritance income 
 • Re-channeling a current expense to the church 
 • Re-prioritizing current spending to the church 
  
If you would like to discuss giving options, feel free to reach out to 
Kris Malkoski or Pastor Katie. We will make sure we answer your question or point you to someone 
who can help answer any questions that you have. 
  
This Renewing Redeemer project will help us to continue to live Christ’s call for the next 30 years and 
beyond.  It is about creating flexible, welcoming, accessible space for our congregation, our 
community and future generations! We thank you for your bold consideration and generous financial 
support! 
  

Living Christ’s Call.  Imagine the Difference! 
  
Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Committee Chairperson 
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Church and the Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and 
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our 
community and beyond. 
  
Are you looking to engage in meaningful dialogue and action surrounding issues of social concern 
with fellow Redeemer members? If so, we invite you to come and participate with The Church and 
Community Small Group at our monthly meetings (first Thursday of every month at 5:00pm). At 
present, our meetings are comprised of two equal components: a small group format dedicated to 
meaningful discussion and a committee format dedicated to planning experiences for the 
congregation as a whole.   

Church and Community is currently involved in two efforts to provide experiences for the 
Redeemer community. We hope that you will join us when you are able:   
      
The first effort is comprised of two panel discussions during Adult Ed. 
Hour (March 11 and March 18) that will focus on DuPage United (DU) 
and upon introducing the congregation to our Church and 
Community efforts. DuPage United is an inclusive, non-profit, non-
partisan organization whose members include such societal institutions 
as: churches, mosques, synagogues, non-profit agencies, and 
associations. These have come together to form public relationships and 
to improve the quality of life for individuals, families, and communities 
in DuPage County. Because their goals align with both the mission of Redeemer and the Church 
and Community mission, we want to explore what it would mean if Redeemer were to become an 
active member. During the March 11th forum, panelists will be comprised of active members of DU 
from other churches as well as DU organizers. The purpose of this forum is to provide insight into 
how DU has made an impact in areas of mental illness, job training, and homelessness - all of which 
reflect Redeemer priorities. It will also focus on what other congregations have experienced as 
members of DU. The March 18th forum will be composed of members of the Church and 
Community group only. During this panel discussion, we will give you a feel for the work we plan to 
do over the next year – including field trips and potluck meals. We will also focus on our opinions of 
a Redeemer-DuPage United partnership.  
      
The second effort in which we are involved is providing support for the Lenten Bible Study, “Out 
of the Waters.” Our Church and Community group has been learning about (and practicing) the 
Radical Cycle of Civility, which is a communication model designed to provide tools for effective 
communication surrounding topics on which people have strong (and often differing) opinions. This 
communication model has been incorporated into the weekly Lenten study discussions to help 
facilitate meaningful dialogue within the discussion groups. Church and Community members, as 
well as Confirmation guides, have been spearheading this effort so that we may maintain purposeful 
conversations. We believe that practicing civility will have an impact - not just within our Wednesday 
night conversations - but in our dialogue beyond the walls of Redeemer.  

We believe in the mission of the Church and Community and hope that it speaks to you as well. 
Please join us for any of the above events or at our monthly meetings. For questions or to indicate 
interest in joining us, please contact Mary Landis at mlandisgs@aol.com. 

!12



MARCH 2018 REDEEMER RECORD

Thank you to…. 
Everyone that donated soup and paper products to Hinsdale Community Service. Redeemer collected 
560 goods (or 346 pounds) for the needy! Thanks also to Art Gustafson and Trish Rosland for setting 
up the HCS collection display.  

Daina Giesler, Chuck Schmidt, and Bruce Forbush for transforming the Sanctuary for the season of 
Lent.  

Nola and Art Gustafson, Jo Changelian, Margaret Schlegel, Brian Schwab, and Bruce Forbush for 
helping with the luncheon for Bishop Younan.  

Dr. Kurt Hendel for leading our February Adult Education Forums.  

Confirmation Guides (Susie Metzler, Dick Goers, Sarah McCabe, Dirk Landis, Joan Romer, and 
Frank Masek) for putting together an Ash Wednesday dinner for our Confirmation students and their 
families. 
  
Marge Chapello and Lisa Graeb’s small group for providing our Lenten Dinner on February 21. 

Church Council for providing our Lenten Dinner on February 28. 
  
Church and the Community group for leading our Radical Cycle of Civility and joining our 
Confirmation students during the Intergenerational Lenten Study. 
  
Frank Masek, Joan Romer, and Sarah McCabe for helping Tyler to lead the Confirmation students at 
the Metro Chicago Synod Confirmation Retreat!  

Thank you to all those who have already started donating to the National Youth Gathering Envelope 
Fundraiser!  

Frank Masek for installing our new defibrillator.   

Candy Hamilton for donating an electric mixer to our kitchen.  

Stella Flickinger and Daisy Troop 55609 for the Valentine’s Day cards for our friends at The Birches.  

Mission Outreach and Marie McGann for the Global Church Sunday display.  

Crystal Workman for filling the Kid’s Activity Kits worship bags.  

February Altar Guild volunteers: Mary Landis, Carol Banashak, and Jane Gavran  

February coffee host volunteers: Mission Outreach Committee, Carol & Galen Banashak, Kate Sahlas, 
and the Girl Scouts of Redeemer. 

The gardeners for continuing to pick up trash outside during the winter months. 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  
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Jafar Saniie would like to thank everyone for their kind thoughtfulness upon the recent death of 
his mother. Their lovely cards of compassion and words of sympathy brought comfort, and that 

comfort eased the grief. Again, thank you and God's blessings.
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Serving in March 
Altar Guild  
Lea Held, Linda Carpenter, and Jane Gavran  

Ushers  
8:30am worship: Don Pryber, Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, and Jim Toomey 
11:00am worship: Paul Rosland Jr. and Douglas McArthur 

Offering Counters  
Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, and Andy Schoneman 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
March 4: Mission Outreach   
March 11: Rachel Hudson 

March 18: open 
March 25: open 

Prayer Chain 
Ann Doege 

Change in the Phone Directory 
Please change the email address for Kim Enders to kimenders308@gmail.com. 

 
Congratulations to 


Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Hoyt!

 

Jeffrey Hoyt and Lindy Peterson  
were married on February 24 in Chicago.  

Pastor Katie officiated.  
Jeffrey is the son of Candice and Robert Hoyt and the 

nephew of Marge and Craig Chapello. 
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Margaret Eva Hodie Rice (Gretchen)  
baptized on February 11.  

Parents are  
Heike Burghart Rice and Steven Rice.  

Godparents are  
Rob and Gwen Burghart. Ba

pti
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mailto:kimenders308@gmail.com
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QUILT SUNDAY 
Palm Sunday, March 25 
The Redeemer Quilters have been hard at work all fall and winter making quilts for those in need.   
  
Ways you can help:  
*Buy a Quilt for $35, funds help to buy batting. *Come and join us on 
any Wednesday morning, no sewing experience needed. *Donate new 
or lightly used sheets, draperies, fabric. *Sew or cut fabric at home, 
contact Connie Bothen, ckbothen@aol.com, or any quilter. 
 
Redeemer Quilters: Connie Bothen, Marge Clemmons, Rose Deets, 
Ann Doege, Gwen Entsminger, Diane Homann, Karen Johnson, Faith 
Masek, Sue Murphy, Ann Roberts, Joan, Trish, and Judy Rosland, 
Kate Sahlas, Barbara Saniie, Barb Schmidt, Joan Romer-Sheppel, and 
Marilyn Stuewe. 

Girl Scout Cookie Sale Success! 
The Girl Scouts, Brownies, and Daisies of Redeemer sold 
106 boxes of cookies (including 9 boxes for the military) 
on February 25! Thanks to all the families that helped by 
providing coffee hour snacks and staffing the booth. 
Mary Landis organized and Trish Rosland provided extra 
cookies when our stock ran low. Mary Landis writes, “I 
so appreciate the selling ability of the girls and help with 
clean up from the Senior Girl Scouts Judy and Olivia and 
Daisy Betty and for mom Jenny Corkran for taking care 
of the coffee hour clean up!”  

Thanks to the Redeemer Community for supporting our 
girls as they learn and grow! — Aria, Betty, Kaili, Judy, 
McKenna, Olivia C. and Olivia H. 

New Member Class 
Saturday, April 7, 9:00—11:00am 
Have you been thinking about joining the church? Whether you have 
been around for years or are new to the area we would love to have you 
be an official member of Redeemer. 

All new members are invited to take part in a new member class. The 
class will take place Saturday, April 7 from 9:00—11:00am. Childcare 
will be provided, if needed. New members will be received at both 
services Sunday, April 8. If you cannot attend the class, or will be out of 
town, please call Pr. Katie, and we will see what we can do to accommodate you. 

Please prayerfully consider joining Redeemer Lutheran Church. You may call Pr. Katie at church at 
630-323-5530, or email at pastorkatie@redeemerhinsdale.org. 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Bringing Light into Dark Places 


“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”             
—John 1:5 

      
There are some thoughts that are so profound that they need to be shared. 
One such thought was introduced to me when I volunteered to help a 
national organization formed to end sex trafficking and bring freedom to 
those exploited. Their motto is “Bringing Light into the Darkness of Sex 
Trafficking”. That concept ‘bringing light into dark places’, has helped me 
to think about the many ways in which lighting up dark places could 
prevent many of the problems which exist in our world today. 
      
When I began this thought process, I was going to equate light with 
goodness and knowledge, while equating darkness with evil and 
ignorance. The more thought I gave it, however, that seemed unfair to the 
dark where we rest and make new life. We seek the shade, on the dark 
side of the tree, so that we can be protected from the midday sun. Dark 
shadows add contrast to our world to make it more interesting. Darkness complements light and it is 
where we do most of our dreaming. Darkness is not the problem! Rather, evil and ignorance are the 
problems. 
      
Bringing light into dark places simply means exposing those secret places where evil acts are taking 
place or are being planned. For example, we must expose - or bring light into - those secret places 
where sex trafficking is occurring, and where gun violence is being considered, and where heroin 

(and other opioids) are produced, and where domestic violence is suffered, 
and where bullying is perpetrated, and where robbery is committed, and 
where someone’s words or acts are hurting another.  
      
When we were children, many of us were persuaded that God watched our 
every move. With God shedding light into all of the dark places, sins were 
less likely for us believers - even as we have grown older. We have learned 
that we are all on the “saints and sinners” spectrum. [Those on the ‘saintly’ 
side probably need less help bringing light into their dark places than those 
on the ‘sinful’ end of the spectrum!] Today, for many, video cameras do the 
same thing, while simply encouraging one another to be our brothers’ and 
sisters’ keepers has proved to be a successful deterrent. Acknowledging 
substance use disorders as illnesses rather than moral failings will shed light 
on a modern, American epidemic; and realizing that many of those 

incarcerated have mental illnesses which need to be treated medically rather than with imprisonment 
will also bring light into those dark places. 
      
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, remember the candles that light our way, such as - 
authentic knowledge, civil conversations, willingness to consider compromise, integrity, kindness, 
compassion, desire to achieve the common good, the golden rule, and prayer. Together, let us bring 
those lights into the dark places which so desperately need them. 

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“If everyone lit just one little candle, what a bright world it would be.”      
—Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
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New in the Library 
Complimenting our Out of the Waters Resisting the Power of Fear Lenten Study, Redeemer has 
several new books about immigration from a Christian perspective.   

Welcoming the Stranger 
Mattew Soerens and Jenny Hwang Yang 
From Amazon.com Immigration is one of the most complicated issues of our 
time.  Voices on all sides argue strongly for action and change.  And Christians 
find themselves torn between the desire to uphold law and the call to minister to 
the vulnerable. 
 
World Relief immigration experts Matthew Soerens and Jenny Hwang Yang 
move beyond the rhetoric to offer a Christian response to immigration.  They put 
a human face on the issue and tell stories of immigrants’ experiences in and out 
of the system.  Their balanced anaylis debunks myths and shows the limitations 
of current policies.  Ultimately they point us toward immigration reform that is 

compassionate, sensible, and just, as they offer concrete policies.  Ultimately they point us toward 
immigration reform that is compassionate, sensible and just, as they offer concrete ways for 
Christians and local churches to welcome and minister to our immigrant neighbors.  

The Immigration Crisis 
James Hoffmeier 
From Amazon.com - An estimated twelve to fifteen million people now reside 
illegally in the United States, posing a major social and legal challenge to the 
nation. Americans are divided over the best course of action in dealing with these 
illegal immigrants, and Christians are using the Bible to stake out different 
positions. 
The Immigration Crisis addresses this complex issue through a comprehensive 
look at the Bible. By a careful study of relevant materials in the Old Testament, in 
combination with archaeological and sociological materials, the author forms a 
clear definition of an alien in Israelite society. This understanding is an 
important starting point in the current debate. 

The book concludes by suggesting how the Bible might assist Christians in thinking about the 
problem of legal and illegal immigrants, and in developing the implications of the biblical teaching 
for public policy. 

Her Right Foot 
Dave Eggers 
From Amazon.com - If you had to name a statue, any statue, odds are 
good you'd mention the Statue of Liberty.   
 
Have you seen her? 
 
She's in New York. She's holding a torch. And she's in mid-stride, 
moving forward. But why? 
 

In this fascinating and fun take on nonfiction, Dave Eggers and Shawn Harris investigate a seemingly 
small trait of America's most emblematic statue. What they find is about more than history, more 
than art. What they find in the Statue of Liberty's right foot is the powerful message of acceptance 
that is essential of an entire country's creation. 
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Also New in the Library 
Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I Have Loved 
Kate Bowler 
From Amazon.com Kate Bowler is a professor at Duke Divinity School with a modest Christian 
upbringing, but she specializes in the study of the prosperity gospel, a creed that sees fortune as a 
blessing from God and misfortune as a mark of God’s disapproval. At thirty-five, everything in her life 
seems to point toward “blessing.” She is thriving in her job, married to her high school sweetheart, 
and loves life with her newborn son. 

 
Then she is diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer. 
 
The prospect of her own mortality forces Kate to realize that she has been tacitly 
subscribing to the prosperity gospel, living with the conviction that she can 
control the shape of her life with “a surge of determination.” Even as this type of 
Christianity celebrates the American can-do spirit, it implies that if you “can’t do” 
and succumb to illness or misfortune, you are a failure. Kate is very sick, and no 
amount of positive thinking will shrink her tumors. What does it mean to die, she 
wonders, in a society that insists everything happens for a reason? Kate is 
stripped of this certainty only to discover that without it, life is hard but beautiful 
in a way it never has been before. 
 

Frank and funny, dark and wise, Kate Bowler pulls the reader deeply into her life in an account she 
populates affectionately with a colorful, often hilarious retinue of friends, mega-church preachers, 
relatives, and doctors. Everything Happens for a Reason tells her story, offering up her irreverent, 
hard-won observations on dying and the ways it has taught her to live. 
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Defibrillator and CPR 
Training Class 
The property committee 
h a s p u r c h a s e d a n d 
i n s t a l l e d a n e w 
d e f i b r i l l a t o r a t 
Redeemer. It’s located on 
the wall next to the 
painting of many faces 
(across from the church 
office). Staff and several 
other volunteers are 
being CPR trained in 
March.   

Redeemer is a 
Polling Place on 

Tuesday, March 20
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March 2018 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Dir. of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodians — Matthew and Brian Schwab, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and 
the Community 
7pm Worship & Music

2 3

4                       Lent 3 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education 
Global Mission Sunday 
11am Worship 
7:30pm AA

5 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale Rehearsal 

6 
10am Bible Study 
1pm Small Group 
(Graeb Home) 
6pm Capital 
Campaign Com. 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

7 
9:30am Quilters 
3pm RR Meeting 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6pm Confirmation 
Intergen. Lessons 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

8 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
7pm Church 
Council Meeting

9 10

11               Lent 4 
Daylight Saving Starts 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education 
11am Worship 
12:15pm Confirmation 
Church Visit  
4pm  Music Concert 
7:30pm AA

12 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale Rehearsal 

13 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise 
Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

14 
9:30am Quilters 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6pm Confirmation 
Intergen. Lessons 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

15 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers

16 17 
9am Staff CPR 
Training

18                Lent 5 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education 
11am Worship 
6pm HS Bowling 
7:30pm AA

19 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale Rehearsal 

20   Polling Place 
10am Bible Study 
6pm Capital 
Campaign Committee 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
7pm Nominating 
Com. Mtg.

21 
9:30am Quilters 
3pm RR Meeting 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6pm Confirmation 
Intergen. Lessons 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

22 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers

23 24 

25  Palm Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
11am Worship 
7:30pm AA

26 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale Rehearsal

27 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band

28 
9:30am Quilters
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the Redeemer Record 
Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 
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Periodical

Stations of the Cross 
Wednesday March 21—Friday March 30 

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 
Sunday March 25 (8:30/11:00am) 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday March 29 (7:00pm) 

Good Friday 
Friday March 30 (7:00pm) 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday April 1 (8:30/11:00am)

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

