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Overcoming Our Fears 
There are so many themes surrounding the season of Christmas: Joy, 
Family, Giving, Music, Celebrate...Fear? It surprised me reading 
through the Advent and Christmas texts how often fear is mentioned. 
It's practically the first thing the angels say every time they meet 
someone.  
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HYMN FESTIVAL 
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CHRISTMAS EVE AT 
REDEEMER 

4PM, 7PM, 11PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY 10AM

But the angel said to them, 
"Do not be afraid; for see-I 

am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord."  —Luke 2:10-11

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM  

SUN. DEC. 16 11AM

CAROLING AT 
HINSDALE HOSPITAL 

WED. DEC. 19 AT 
4:45PM
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Zachariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds all hear the same refrain. I 
used to think  that angels said, “Fear Not!,” because it is frightening to 
meet a messenger of God. Now I wonder if angels say this not because they 
frighten people but, because, the people they encounter are in frightening 
situations.  

Zachariah is too old to father children. Mary is unwed and pregnant. 
Joseph thinks his fiancé is pregnant with someone else’s child. The 
shepherds are out in the fields at night, vulnerable to wild animals and 
bandits. Even the magi are warned by angels in a dream to flee Bethlehem 
secretly lest King Herod kill them.  

There’s a lot of fear in the first Christmas story. And maybe that’s 
comforting, because there’s a lot of fear in Christmas today. 

The fear of Christmas can take so many shapes and sizes. It might simply be fear of messing up a 
traditional recipe or fear of disappointing a loved one with the wrong gift. For those who struggle 
with addiction, parties and gatherings can be a minefield of temptation. For many, giving gifts and 
making the holiday bright is an expense they can’t afford. For some, Christmas is lonely, a time when 
the gatherings of others emphasize the loss of a loved one or the lack of a partner. Short cold days 
and long dark nights can be the cause of depression. The news at this time of year can seem especially 
harsh. Layoffs, violence, threats from without and within take on a special poignancy.  

And yet, it is in the midst of all this God sends us Jesus. There can be no greater sign of God’s love for 
the world than this intentional choice. Jesus is born to all those who were afraid showing us that in 
God’s kingdom there is no one too old or too young, too guilty or shameful, too poor or too foreign to 
be part of God’s great plan. Indeed, when people are afraid, Jesus comes to them, providing hope in 
the midst of fear. The celebration of Christmas is a sign that even the deepest darkness cannot keep 
God out. God finds us, stands with us, and saves us with a joy greater than our imagination or 
expectation. And perhaps this applies to our everyday lives.   

When we are afraid this holiday season, perhaps we can remember the sign of that first Christmas. 
We can remember that God is with us even if the turkey burns or the presents aren’t exactly what 
people wanted. We can hold fast to the notion that our addictions do not have more power over us 
than God’s love. We can remember that God is with us, even when we are alone or lonely. We can 
remember that Jesus is the ruler of all the world and that all things are in his hands this Christmas 
and always. 

This Advent season at Redeemer, we will be considering how God enters into and overcomes our 
fears. In the midst of the winter darkness, we will gather to embrace all the best themes of Christmas. 

With Joy, we will worship the newborn king, Christmas Eve at 4:00pm, 7:00pm, and 11:00pm, and 
on Christmas Day at 10:00am. We will gather together with family at the annual Children's Pageant 
on December 16 at the 11:00am service. We will be giving gifts to those most in need through our 
Giving Tree and to our church through our year-end tithes and offerings. We will celebrate the music 
of the season at our annual Choir Hymn Festival on December 23 at our single service at 10:00am. 
And finally, we will celebrate on Sundays and Wednesdays that the child once born in Bethlehem is 
still with us now.  

The coming of Jesus, the sign of God’s perfect love, casts out our fears and leads us to new life!   

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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“Gather Magazine” Features Pr. Katie! 
Gather Magazine, the women’s magazine of the ELCA, features a Bible Study by Pastor Katie this 
month! Elizabeth Hunter, an associate member of Redeemer, is the editor of Gather and had asked 
Pr. Katie to write last Spring. Inspired by the summer theme at Holden Village: “Fear not!”, Pr. Katie 
wrote the study, which, in turn, has helped to inspire our themes here at Redeemer this Advent. Pr. 

Katie will be teaching her Bible Study 
at the Adult Forum at 9:45am on 
Sunday, December 16. 
 
A few copies of the Gather Magazine 
December edition are available in the 
narthex (as are more November 
editions). A yearly subscription (10 
magazines) is just $19.95! If you 
would like to subscribe to the 
magazine or give as a gift, visit 
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
subscribe/. 
  

  

Pr. Katie’s going to the Holy Land! 
In mid January, Pr. Katie will be joining a group of pastors on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. In one 
short week, they will visit Bethlehem, the Church of  the Nativity, the Mount of Olives, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the Dead Sea, Capurnaum, Nazareth, the Church of the Holy Sepylcher, Jerico, and 
more! Just like the last time when Pr. Katie went abroad, she’ll be sending pictures and updates.  
 
If you are interested in a future trip to the Holy Land with Redeemer, please let Pr. Katie know! 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 16 
11:00am Worship  
Join our students as they present, 
“Checkin’ It Twice!” a fun 
reenactment of the story of Jesus’ 
b i r t h ! D i d J o s e p h p a c k 
everything needed for the long 

journey ahead? He better check the packing list one more 
time! We hope to see you on Sunday, December 16 at the 
11:00am worship service for “Checkin’ It Twice!”. 

Hinsdale Hospital Caroling 
Wednesday, December 19 at 4:45pm 
All Confirmation students will be caroling at Hinsdale 
Hospital on Wednesday, December 19. Students should  
arrive at the Hinsdale Hospital at 4:45pm. Parents: please 
make sure to stay for the caroling as your student will need a 
ride from the hospital back to Redeemer after the caroling is 

finished. Other members of the 
Redeemer community are also 
invited to join us as we sing and 
celebrate the Christmas season. 
After caroling, we will return to 
Redeemer where we will have a 
pizza dinner (all those not part 
of the Confirmation program, 
p lease RSVP by Sunday, 
D e c e m b e r 1 6 w i t h 
Tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org 
so that we make sure to order 
enough pizza!). 

Upcoming Sunday School  Move Announcement 
After the Christmas Pageant, Sunday School will take a break 
during the remainder of the Christmas season and will start 
back up again on Sunday, January 6, 2019. Due to the 
construction that will have begun downstairs, student’s 
Sunday School rooms will be moved upstairs. The tentative 
plan is for the Pre-K/Kindergarten Class to be in the left half 
of the Parish Room (the side closest to the nursery/childcare 
room), while the Lower Elementary Class (1st–3rd grade) will 
be in the right half of the Parish Room (the fireplace side.) 
The Upper Elementary Class will meet in the Library. Adult 
Forum will move from the Parish Room and into the 
Sanctuary. As we continue to meet during this time of 
transition, we thank you for your flexibility and 
understanding. If plans need to change, we will be in contact 
with you as soon as possible. 
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Upcoming 
Adult 

Education 
Forums


December 2 
David Box, Associate Director of 
Lutherdale Bible Camp; new to 
Lutherandale: adult ministry 

trips, summer camps, new 
lodge! 

December 9  
MUSIC! Come preview a bit of 

the special music coming up this 
season and also get a chance to 
sing favorite Christmas songs. 

December 16 
Pastor Katie will discuss her 

piece that was published in the 
“Gather Magazine” entitled 

“Fear Not.” 

December 23 
No Adult Forum 

December 30 
 No Adult Forum 

January 6 - 13 - 20 
Reconciling in Christ  

RIC Committee 

January 27 
Special Congregational Vote on 

Reconciling in Christ
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“Anchored in Christ” Confirmation Retreat Recap 
November 16 – 18 
Seven Confirmation students attended the Anchored in Christ Confirmation Retreat at Lutherdale 
Bible Camp the weekend of November 16–18. Although it was chilly, the students had a great time 
hanging out and learning about The Bible, Holy Communion, and Holy Baptism with 100 of their 
peers from across the Metro-Chicago, Greater-Milwaukee, Northern-Illinois, and South-Central 
Wisconsin Synods. 

  
Leaf Raking 
Bruce Forbush, on behalf of Mission Outreach, lead a group of Redeemer members in leaf raking on 
Saturday, November 10. The group split up and raked 4 houses around Downers Grove, Glen Ellyn, 
and Lombard. 17 volunteers filled 100 bags of leaves! Thank you to all who participated in the Leaf 
Raking event! 

 
 

Congratulations to Brian Schwab on Making Eagle Scout! 
On Sunday, December 23, Julie and Joe Schwab invite the congregation to attend 
Brian’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor (Troop No. 52 B.S.A. Pathway to Adventure 
Council) at 2:00pm at Hinsdale United Methodist Church (55th & Garfield). 
Congratulations Brian! 
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Family Movie Night 
Sunday, December 30 at 4:00pm 
Open to all, children, youth, families, and adults! Come to church to watch Sony Pictures Animation’s 
The Star. The story follows a small but brave donkey, named Bo, as he yearns for a life behind his 
daily grind at the village mill. One day, he finds the courage to break free and finally goes on the 
adventure of his dreams. On his journey, he teams up with Ruth, a lovable sheep who has lost her 
flock and Dave, a dove with lofty aspirations. Along with three wisecracking camels and some 
eccentric stable animals, Bo and his new friends follow the Star and become accidental heroes in the 
greatest story ever told – the first Christmas. The movie is rated PG for thematic elements. Snacks 
and activities to be provided! RSVP to Tyler (tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org) by signing up by Friday, 
December 28! 

  
High School Youth Whirlyball 
Sunday, January 13 at 6:00pm 
All high school youth are invited to meet in Lombard for Whirlyball, the awesome cross between 
lacrosse, basketball, and bumper cars! Students will need to register by Sunday, December 30 to lock 
in a spot. The cost will be $10 per student, and students are encouraged to bring money for food. 
Families can sign their student up by emailing tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org. 

  
Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing 
Saturday, February 2 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm  

Tyler will be leading a group to the Aurora FMSC Facility (555 Exchange 
Court) to pack meals for children across the US and the world. There are 
30 open spots; however, we expect them to fill up fast, so make sure you 
do not miss your opportunity to serve FMSC!  

This event is open to all families, students, adults, friends, etc!  

Please register at this link:  

https://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=2WEDG8  

to sign up by Sunday, January 27! 
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Capital Campaign Update 
We are so impressed with the generosity and graciousness of our 
Redeemer members. As we begin the Renewing Redeemer 
construction, we have received gifts and pledge payments totaling 
$840,000. This, along with $125,000 in memorial and building funds 
available from our balance sheet, brings total income to $965,000, 
which is 69% of our $1,400,000 budget.   

If you haven’t pledged or donated to the capital campaign, it’s not too late! 
The Renewing Redeemer Committee has assured me that there are additional 
renovations they have identified, which are not covered within the current budget. Any gifts you give 
will be used to improve the Redeemer facility! 

Also, please remember to check with your employer to see if they match donations made to charitable 
organizations. Your contribution to the Renewing Redeemer renovations is likely covered by this type 
of program. 

As we embark into 2019, we ask you to think about giving your pledge commitment early in the year. 
While the pledge period extends over 3 years, the building project will happen in less than one year. 
Right now, we are projecting to have roughly a $50,000 exposure around March 2019, as build-out 
costs exceed available cash (including the loan from our Endowment Fund, which we approved in 
May 2018.). By giving early in 2019, we can avoid borrowing money from outside the church and 
paying the fees associated with it. 

Thank you again for your contribution to the Renewing Redeemer renovations. Your support means 
you are delivering on our motto by “Living Christ’s Call!  Imagine the Difference!”  We are blessed to 
have your support! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

 

Renewing Redeemer 
The Committee happily reports that decisions are 
being made for floor coverings, lighting, washroom 
fixtures and surfaces. Construction specifications 
have been provided to the general contractor and 
subcontractors for final bids. 

Rooms have been packed to prepare for 
construction. Our permit application has been 
submitted to the Village of Hinsdale. Based on 
current plan review times, it is expected that 
demolition will begin in December and construction 
in January 2019. 

  
—Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 
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New Song 
After nearly two months of leave, it’s good to be back at the 
church full-time. Thank you to so many church friends who have 
helped us transition to a family of five. We were blessed with 
many delicious meals delivered to our home. 

I am glad to be returning just in time for my favorite time of the 
church year. Our music groups and children are busy working on 
special Advent and Christmas programs. Mark your calendars for 
the Children’s Christmas Program at the 11:00am service on 
Sunday, December 16, and the special music service of Advent 
and Christmas carols at the single 10:00am service on Sunday, 
December 23. 

The children’s program, Checkin’ It Twice, will take us through Joseph and Mary’s preparations to 
travel to Bethlehem and remind us of what should be at the very top of our Christmas checklists. 
Several music groups will join together to present Savior of the Nations, Come, an Advent/Christmas 
hymn festival, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Sunday, December 23). Make sure to join us at 
10:00am for one service that Sunday. We will be joined by the Chicago Gargoyle Brass.  

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be music filled, also. We will have three services on Christmas 
Eve. At 4:00pm, we’ll hear Pr. Katie share the Christmas story in a special way for our youngest 
worshippers. The Festival Choir will provide special music at the 7:00pm service, and we’ll have 
soloists at the 11:00pm service. All three will be candlelight services. Our Christmas Day service is 
held fireside in the Parish Room at 10:00am. Make plans now with your family to worship with your 
church family at one or more of these services.  

In anticipation, 
Heike 

Wednesday Night Worship  
In December, we will continue with Prayer Around the Cross on Wednesday nights. Through the 
stories of the characters in the nativity, we will focus on the theme, “Be Not Afraid.” Through 
scripture, readings, songs, and prayers, we will have the opportunity to acknowledge our fears and 
then be reassured of God’s presence amidst them. Our Wednesday worship is at 7:00pm each week 
until Christmas, and then starts again on Wednesday, January 9. 

GIVING TREE 
Hope and Joy to those in Need

Thank you Redeemer friends for taking all the ornaments/tags off the Giving 
Tree and supporting HCS Seniors and Holy Family school children. Gifts due 
back Sunday, December 9 by noon. If you can help with the HCS Senior 
breakfast on Friday, December 14 from 9:00-11:00, please sign up on the 
Mission Outreach board. 
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Stewardship Update 
Turn in Pledges!


Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 

—1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Pledge cards are rolling in, and we have 80 pledges 
totaling $449,500 now. Five pledges are new, 29 are 
increased from 2018, and 37 are the same, and 9 are 
reduced. There is still time to get your pledge card in, and 
it is a great help to the Council as they finalize the 2019 
budget and mange finances. Please bring your pledge 
cards to church or mail them in. 

Year-End Giving Reminders 
As the end of the year approaches, here are a few reminders about your financial support of 
Redeemer’s mission. All offerings must be turned in by noon on Monday, December 31, 2018, 
in order to receive credit on your 2018 statement. Any offerings received after noon on December 31 
will be credited to your 2019 statement. The date on your check or the date on the envelope will not 
affect the statement year on which the credit appears. A counting team member will be at the church 
until noon on the 31st to receive your offering. Please do not put your offering into the church 
mailbox. If you mail your offering to the church, please allow sufficient time for it to reach the church 
office before the 31st. 

It is possible to support Redeemer and minimize your tax liability by giving a gift of appreciated stock 
or by directing your IRA minimum distribution be sent directly to Redeemer. Again, these gifts must 
be received no later than December 31. You can get more information on these giving alternatives by 
contacting Linda Carpenter, our Financial Secretary. 

Envelopes for 2019 will are in the narthex for you to pick up. Please be sure to take your envelopes 
and save Redeemer the expense of mailing them. Members who give electronically and/or have a 500 
envelope number will not receive paper envelopes. You may always use one of the blue and white 
envelopes found in the pews if you wish to make a special offering. If you would like to have 
envelopes in addition to your electronic giving, please contact the church office and we will be happy 
to provide you with a box of envelopes. 

If you give electronically, please remember to change your account information online if you changed 
your pledge amount or if you wish to change your gift amount or frequency. If you need assistance in 
changing that information, contact Linda Carpenter. If you give on line using a charge card, consider 
adding an amount to offset the charge fee so that Redeemer receives the full benefit of your gift. 

Thank you for your support of Redeemer through your time, talent, and treasures. 
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Thank you to…. 
Mark Reynertson for filling in as organist, and Sal Garza for leading the Festival Choir during Heike’s 
leave. 
  
Scott and Sara Spaniol for planning and playing for Wednesday night worship services.  
  
Bruce Forbush for lining up readers and cantors for Prayer Around the Cross. 
  
Bob Rusthoven for hanging the Reformation Banners. 
  
Jo Changelian and Mary Landis for setting up the All Saints candles. 
  
Karen Johnson for our “Build One Another Up” Stewardship/Pledge display. 
  
The Packing Crew volunteers for Renewing Redeemer: Sue & Scott Graunke, Karen & Don Johnson, 
Sue & Bill Murphy, Diane & Ralph Homann, Cathy Toomey, Connie & Tom Bothen, Kris Mahon, and 
Sarah McCabe. 
  
The many volunteers at Don Pryber’s funeral: ushers were Leo Ditewig, Scott Graunke, Ralph 
Homann, Dirk Landis, Frank Masek, Rick Vogel; Dick Goers and Tyler Parks for filming the service; 
Assisting Minister was Galen Banashak; Communion Assistants were Linda Carpenter, Alix Charles, 
Linnea Wilson; cookie bakers and helpers were Ellie & Dick Goers, Sandy Ditewig, Diane Homann, 
Sue Graunke, Marge Chapello, Kate Sahlas, Marcelle Vogel, Mary Landis, Karen Johnson, Connie 
Bothen; Festival Choir. 
  
Valerie Lee, Kris Mahon, Bri Davis, and Marie McGann for their help setting up the Christmas Giving 
Tree for HCS Seniors and Holy Family School children. 
  
Bruce Forbush for organizing the leaf raking event for senior citizens in DuPage County. Thanks to all 
the volunteers that helped: the McCarthy Family (Bill, Gail, Dot), the Schulte Family (Joe, Tian, 
Kaili), Tiffany Schmeisser, Tyler Parks, Sue Metzler, Bruce Forbush, Brian Schwab, Faith & Frank 
Masek, Markus Sfetcu, the Rosland Family (Mark, Tanya, Tim & Harrison). 
 
Frank Masek and Kate Sahlas for chaperoning the Confirmation Retreat to Lutherdale. 
  
Daina Giesler and Mary Landis for preparing our Fall Harvest on the Altar. 
  
Karen Johnson for washing the altar linens. 
  
November Altar Guild volunteers: Mary Landis, Sandy Ditewig, and Karen Johnson 

November Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Church & Community Group, Kate Sahlas, and Kathy Selcke 
  
November offering counters: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman 

November ushers: Don Pryber, Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, AJ Mazikowski, Jim Toomey, Paul 
Rosland Jr., and Douglas McArthur. 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above. 
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Progressive Dinner  
More than 50 members attended the Progressive Dinner 
sponsored by Redeemer’s Women Connection on October 
27. Many people said it was a special night and learned: 
 
What a nice family they are. — I felt so welcomed at their 
home. — She was a nurse... just like me. —They had 3 kids! 
— We both love the Wednesday night service. — We both 
have family weddings next year. — We had so much in 
common. — I never attended before and had such fun. — I 
can’t wait ‘til next time!  
 
After group appetizers at Manofsky’s home in Oak Brook, 
then entrees at 7 homes in Western Springs, Burr Ridge, 
and Hinsdale, the group enjoyed desserts and final drinks 
at Malkoski’s home. Entrees were provided by Taste of 
Home. Several local merchants gave gift certificates for our 
raffle so please patronize Harry & Eddies, Toni’s, Panera, 
Cafe Fortuna, Pages and Starbucks. We thank our gracious 
hosts (Carl & Kathy Manofsky, Kim Enders, Lanny & 
Linnea Wilson, Stephanie & Paul Seppanen, Deborah & 
Andy Boling, Valerie & Michael Lee, Anke & Joe Schulte, 
Carol & Galen Banashak, Kris & Tom Malkoski) for 
opening their homes and all who attended. What a great 
way to get to know the people you see on Sunday services 
better! 
  
Women’s Connection Members: Kathy Selcke, Marge 
Chapello, Sandy Ditewig, Marilyn Lindberg 

Christmas Quilt Sale 
The Redeemer Quilters will be selling a few Christmas Quilts on Sunday December 9 between 
services. Quilts are $35.00 and the money is used for batting and supplies. The Quilters have packed 
up and will take time off while the Fellowship Room is renovated. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteer From Home: This position involves making phone calls or doing internet research. 
Volunteer as the Children's Librarian: The Children's Library is moving into Room 106 after 
the renovation and will need someone to organize and take care of the books and DVDs. Volunteer 
as the Adult Librarian: The Adult Library will now share the former Music Library Space.  Special 
selections of books and music will be displayed in the newly renovated Gathering Room in the 
Spring. Contact Cindy Cimo in the church office if you are interested in offering your time to help in 
one of these areas. 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Thank You Christmas 
Decorating Crew  

The Hanging of the Greens Christmas 
decorating crew: Pastor Katie, John 

Hines-Shah, Elizabeth, Evan, & Jacob 
Hunter, Don & Candy Hamilton, Brian 
Schwab, Bruce Forbush, Joan Romer-

Sheppel, Gail McCarthy, Barb & Chuck 
Schmidt, Mary Landis, and Linnea 

Wilson.
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Serving: December  
December Altar Guild: 
Bruce Forbush, Lea Held, Karen Johnson 
  
December Ushers: 
8:30am worship (Dec. 2, 9, 16): Linda 
Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer-Sheppel, 
Rick Vogel 
11:00am worship (Dec. 2, 9, 16): Sue Metzler 

10:00am worship (Dec. 23 & 30): Linda 
Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer-Sheppel, 
Rick Vogel 

Christmas Day Worship at 10:00am: Scott 
Felde 
  
December Offering Counters: 
Team 3: Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis 
Christmas Eve Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy 
Schoneman 
Christmas Day Team 1: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, 
Tanya Rosland 
  
Coffee Hour Hosts: 
December 2 – Charles Family 
December 9 – open 
December 16 – open 
December 23 – Berg Family 
December 30 – Linnea Wilson 
   

Baptism: 
Luke Henri Salibian was baptized on October 
28th. Parents are Karen & Jacques Salibian and 
grandparents are Candy & Don Hamilton. 

Serving: January 
January Altar Guild: 
Judy Rosland, Mary Landis, Carol Banashak 
  
January Ushers 
8:30am Worship: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, 
Steve Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde 
11:00am Worship: Bob Rusthoven, Joe 
Kinahan, Carrie Gromer 
  
January Offering Counters 
Team 1: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland 
  
Coffee Hour Hosts: 
January 6 – open 
January 13 – Hudson Family 
January 20 – open 
January 27 – open 

Prayer Chain 
Ann Doege 
  
Change of Address: 
Jerry & Carolyn Burjan 
607 Burr Ridge Club 
Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
  
Robert Jackola 
P.O. Box 5676 
Woodridge, IL 60517 

  

Birth: 
Elijah Marcus Lohrmann 
was born on October 28 
(Reformation Sunday!) at 
3:35am; 7lbs. 11 oz., 20” 
long. Proud parents are 
Marcus & Bekki Lohrmann. 
Their new address is 1190 
S u m m i t B o u l e v a r d , 
Manson, WA 98831. 
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Death in the Church Family  
Donald L. Pryber 

Donald L. Pryber, 73, passed away on November 6, 2018. Born in Mechanicsburg, 
PA on April 11, 1945, to Alois and Helen Pryber, Don graduated from Morton West 
High School and Augustana College. Upon graduation from the United States 
Navy’s Officer Candidate School, he honorably served during the Vietnam War. 
Before Don’s deployment, he married his high school sweetheart, Camille, on 
December 12, 1969 at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hinsdale. Don was a faithful 
member of Redeemer where he served on many committees and was a devoted 
choir member. Don enjoyed a successful career as an executive in the travel 
industry for 35 years. He went on to work for the United States Treasury 
Department for 10 years. However, Don’s favorite job was being a part-time nanny 
for his three grandchildren. 

Don is survived by his beloved wife of 48 years Camille (nee Hatak) and his two children Cynthia 
Pryber and Caroline (Timothy) Martini. He is a cherished grandfather of Sydney, Taylor and Patrick 
Martini; dear brother-in-law of Carol (the late Miles) Remes; fond uncle of the late Matthew Remes, 
Bethany (Mike) Fus and Chuck (Brooke) Remes; devoted great-uncle of Chuck (Jenna) Bawel, 
Brooke Bawel (fiancé Currin McCarty) and Theodore Remes. Don also leaves behind many friends 
and business colleagues who remember him fondly for his engaging personality and his cheerful 
disposition. 

Death in the Church Family  
Ed Mattheeussen  

Ed Mattheeussen passed away on November 17, 2018 at Oak Trace in Downers 
Grove. He was 89 years old. He is survived by his beloved wife and best friend 
Mary (nee Carrothers). Ed and Mary met when they were just 13, and eloped in 
1951 just before Ed enlisted in the Air Force during the Korean War. Ed and Mary 
finally had a proper wedding at Redeemer on their 50th wedding anniversary in 
2001.  Their son Ed walked Mary down the aisle. 
  
After nine years of night school at the Illinois Institute of Technology, Ed 
graduated with a BS in Civil Engineering.  He worked for De Leuw, Cather & Co for 
the bulk of his career, nearly 40 years.  He designed transit projects including 
Cleveland’s light rail and the 2nd Ave Subway of the MTA in New York. He was 

responsible for CTA extensions to both O’Hare and Midway.  Ed built highways in places as far flung 
as Anchorage, AK and Abu Dhabi, as well as sections of the Stevenson and the Chicago Skyway.  Ed 
was an early user of CADD and managed the installation of his company’s system and trained other 
engineers to use it. 
  
Ed and Mary had three children Edward (Nancy), Mary Kay (Doug Boggs), Margot Frey (Bob), eight 
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.  With Mary and the children and grandchildren Ed 
spent many pleasant days at the family’s island in Wisconsin.  Ed maintained the house on the island 
and did many other projects including the building of two pontoon boats! 
  
Ed was a long-time member of Redeemer serving on the property committee for much of his life.  Ed 
faithfully attended weekly Bible Study and worship.  He was looking forward to the Renewing 
Redeemer renovation project and was invaluable in his knowledge of the church building. 
  
Just a few months before his death Ed had been diagnosed with cancer that had spread to his liver. 
 Though Ed had decided to seek treatment, he and Mary were at peace with whatever came, “We’ve 
lived good lives,” Mary said, “and we know where we are going.”  Ed died peacefully at home. 
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
Redeemer is beautifying the sanctuary again this advent season with 
Poinsettias from Jane’s Blue Iris. If you would like to purchase/donate 
toward our Chr is tmas Poinset t ias p lease emai l C indy a t 
office@redeemerhinsdale.org. There will be small single stem red with 
white flecks poinsettias available for $20 and large 3 stem red poinsettias 
available for $35. 
  
They will be displayed on the altar December 23rd and available for pick 
up after the 11:00pm Christmas Eve worship service. Please let us know 
by December 7 if you would like to purchase any poinsettias. 

Annual Meeting Highlights: November 18 
1. Ministry Area reports are available by contacting Cindy in the church office 
2. Capital campaign is going well.   
 $838,000 have been given so far to Renewing Redeemer. $462,000 of pledged funds are still  
 to be given. If you would like to pledge, it is never too late, and you can always give without  
 pledging. 
3. Stewardship 
 a. 70 pledges so far for a total of $418,000. 
4. Financial Report 
 a. Finances are strong, we are at 84% of budgeted income for 2018. 
5. Budget 
 a. 2019 budget was approved it is a 1.6% increase overall from 2018. 
6. Nominating committee 
 a. 2-year terms beginning January 1st, 2019 where approved for Bruce Forbush, Bob Johnson, 
 and Frank Masek. 
 b. Deborah Boling, Paula Hillier, and Marcelle Vogel have one year remaining on their terms. 
7. Focus Ministry Area Reports 
 a. Renewing Redeemer, Catechumenate, and RIC. 
 b. RIC Straw Poll 
  i. The feedback from the RIC straw poll was overwhelmingly in favor of the statement.  
  The RIC core group is considering the comments as we plan for January Adult Forums 
  and a vote at a special congregational meeting on Sunday, January, 27 2019. 
 

God's Work. Our Hands.  
You’ve seen the “God’s Work. Our Hands.” yellow T-shirts. There are so many 
ways Redeemer people  use their hands  to help others. Things like praying; 
shaking hands; patting backs; hugging (young and old); handing someone a cup of 
coffee; and pointing to give directions in our building. As a project I'm doing for 
my photography class, I'll be taking pictures of your 
helpful hands. Shoo me away if I become too much of a 
pest!   Thank you for allowing me to capture your 
hands doing God's Work! —Dick Goers 
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Church and Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important 
social concern and develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer 
members on issues of social justice in our community and beyond. 

As 2018 comes to an end, members of the Church and Community Ministry 
wish to thank Redeemer, along with all of those individuals who connected with 
and participated in our activities. We are now fully integrated into the life of the 
Church and our reporting home is with the Congregational Life 
Committee. We feel that our mission is being fulfilled; and in so doing, we 
hope to bring God’s Kingdom to earth through Redeemer - then, into our 
nearby community and beyond. We’re just getting started! 

At each of our meetings, we begin with prayer followed by an exercise or discussion 
that helps us be more authentic in our communications. At the most recent meeting, 
for example, the question was asked: “Can you tell the difference between 
factual and opinion news statements?” Political awareness, digital savviness 
and trust in the media all play roles in our ability to distinguish between factual and 
opinion news statements. These kinds of questions, and the discussions that follow, 
inform our ability to have civil conversations and to live out lives of service to 
humanity. 

All Saints’ Day Weekend (November 2nd – 4th) lived up to its expectations. In our attempts to get to 
know our neighbors of Mexican-American heritage, we sponsored the following: 
■ The academy award winning movie, Coco, was the centerpiece for Friday’s movie night. 
■ “Dia de Muertos” (Day of the Dead) activities continued with a bus full of Redeemer members 
(of all ages) traveling to the Pilsen Neighborhood where we toured the National  M u s e u m o f 
Mexican Art, followed by a short walk to lunch at a nearby Mexican Restaurant. 
■ On All Saints’ Day: There was an inspiring sermon by a visiting pastor, a classical guitarist, 
coffee hour treats from a Mexican Bakery (in Pilsen), the candle-lighting service, many pictures of 
our family saints in the sanctuary, and a full house for the cross generational education hour. 
     
The Christian Community Development Association hosted its 30th annual conference in 
Chicago’s McCormick Place. We sponsored one of our members to attend, but it was scheduled at the 
same time as our last meeting. So, we anticipate a full report at our December meeting. It’s mission 
(To inspire, train, and connect Christians who seek to bear witness to the Kingdom of 
God by reclaiming and restoring under-resourced and marginalized communities”) is 
congruent with ours. 

Future Opportunities may include: A Martin Luther King Day Event with Hinsdale United 
Methodist Church and Union Church of Hinsdale. This could be a February – Black History Month 
event. Criminal Justice Issues are so important today that we really hope to make a difference in 
this arena. In the Martin Luther “Table Talk” tradition, we are considering a “Brewing in Faith” 
or “Theology on Tap” small group concept where current issues of social justice (with a theological 
twist) might be addressed. 

The next meeting of the Church and Community Group has been scheduled for Thursday, 
December 6, 2018 (from 5:00 until 6:30 pm). All are welcome in this place! 

“He has told you, O mortal what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” —Micah 6:8 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Awe and Amazement


“So [the shepherds] went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them [by the angels] about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.”  —Luke 2:16-18 

Awe and Amazement can happen if we experience something wonderful – usually in 
a surprising way. That was certainly the case for the shepherds who were “keeping 
watch over their flock by night” a little over two thousand years ago. Startled out of 
their relatively boring existence, “the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them”. There are no words to describe what ‘the 
glory of the Lord’ might have looked like, but Awe and Amazement are about as good 
as it gets. The shepherds were quite fearful and needed reassurance so that the best 
part of the story could unfold. Not only were they about to hear one of the Bible’s 
most beloved speeches, but their journey of proof was one of the most amazing 

stories ever told: “Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” Since 
seeing is believing (a very familiar refrain) the shepherds “went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger” – just as it was foretold to them. Needless to say, when 
there is an awesome story, it needs to be told. So, the shepherds spread the good news “and all who 
heard it were amazed”. 

Awe and Amazement, like laughter, occur much more often when we are children. 
There are many reasons for loss of positive responses. Death of loved ones, 
disappointing life experiences, worries and responsibilities all take their toll as we 
grow older. At some point, we all join that part of humanity who has known great 
suffering. So, positive emotions – such as joy, gratitude, serenity, interest, hope, 
pride, awe, enthusiasm, amusement, inspiration, and even love – are more difficult 
to experience. In fact, when grief is too fresh, positive emotions are nearly impossible 
to feel. Fortunately, if life can be gifted with prayer, sympathy, compassion, and love 
from others, light starts shining through the cracks of grief, and the miraculous 
wonder of brighter days arrives. One day, we may wake up with 
the realization that this is not my day to grieve, and we may be 
receptive to Awe and Amazement - just like those shepherds so 

many years ago who most likely had troubles of their own. Once 
again, we may be astonished by the beauty of fall colors, a spectacular sunset, the 
perfectly decorated Christmas tree, a happy child, or maybe just a big old tree 
that you suddenly realize is pretty incredible like the solitary tree that I see 
outside my window right now. It stands between my office building and the busy 
highway. Every now and then, it brings Awe and Amazement into my life because 
of its endurance, resiliency, and dramatic fall color. When the sun shines through 
its spring and autumn leaves, it almost takes my breath away. 

If it is not your day to grieve as we continue our healthy spiritual journey, look around to allow Awe 
and Amazement into your life. Opportunities abound in the miraculous wonder of each blessed day. 

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“The miraculous wonder of this blessed day is beyond my comprehension.”  –Lailah Gifty Akita 
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December 2018 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
9am Hanging of 
the Greens 

2  Advent 1 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship

3 4 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

5 
11:30am Quilter 
Lunch (EH) 
3pm RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir.  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

6 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 
5pm Church and the 
Community

7 8

9  Advent 2 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship  
12pm Giving Tree 
Gifts Due Back

10 11 
10am Bible Study 
12pm Small 
Group Luncheon 
1pm Small Group 
5:30pm Praise Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

12 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

13 
7:30am Prayer Group

14 
9am HCS Senior 
Breakfast 

15 
9am Christmas 
Program Dress 
Rehearsal 

16  Advent 3 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
Christmas Program 
12pm Cookie 
Reception

17 18 
10am Small Group 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

19 
4:45pm Caroling  
5:45pm Dinner 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

20 
7:30am Prayer Group

21 22 
9am Christmas 
Hymn Festival 
Dress Rehearsal 

23  Advent 4 
10am Worship 
Christmas Hymn 
Festival

24 
4pm Worship 
7pm Worship 
11pm Worship 
Christmas Eve

25 
10am Worship 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 

Christmas Day

26 27 
7:30am Prayer Group

28 29

30 
10am Worship

31
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January 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed

2 
5pm RIC Mtg. 

3 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and the 
Community

4 5

6  Epiphany  
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship

7 8 
10am Bible Study 
1pm Small Group 
5:30pm Praise Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

9 
5pm RIC Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir.  
Guide Mtg. 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

10 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Worship & 
Music Mtg.

11 12

13 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship

14 
7 Mission 
Outreach Mtg.

15 
10am Bible Study 
1pm Small Group 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

16 
5pm RIC Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

17 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council 

18 19

20 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship

21 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
Office Closed 

22 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band 

23 
5pm RIC Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

24 
7:30am Prayer Group

25 26

27 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Special 
Congregation 
Meeting & Sunday 
School  
11am Worship

28 29 
10am Bible Study 
1pm Small Group 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

30 
5pm RIC Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

31 
7:30am Prayer Group
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Special Seasonal Services 
  

Sunday, December 16 
11:00am Children’s Christmas Program 

Noon Cookie Reception 
  

Sunday, December 23 
10:00am Single Worship Service 

Advent & Christmas Hymn Festival 
  

Monday, December 24 
4pm, 7pm & 11pm Christmas Eve Worship Services 

  
Tuesday, December 25 

10:00am Christmas Worship Service 
  

Sunday, December 30 
10:00am Single Worship Service 
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the Redeemer Record 
Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 

 




Christmas Eve 

4:00pm, 7:00pm & 11:00pm 

Christmas Day 

10:00am
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