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Who Is My Neighbor? 
When Jesus summarized the law in this way, a lawyer couldn’t resist a 
question: “Who is my neighbor?” 

Jesus responded with the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  
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You know the story: A man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho was 
robbed and beaten and left for dead. Seeing him, both a priest and a Levite 
passed by the man as they walked down the road. But a Samaritan stopped, 
helped the man and paid for his care.   

It seems a straight-forward enough story until you dig a little. Jesus was 
saying something specific when he placed a Samaritan, of all people, in the 
helper role. Samaritans had just enough in common with Jews that the two 
groups found each other entirely intolerable. Over time the two groups 
became so far removed from one another that another Gospel story posits, 
“Samaritans and Jews had nothing in common.” 

Most Christians interpret this part of the story well enough — we 
understand that our neighbor might not be what we expect. He might have a different skin color, she 
might speak a different language, they might not share our customs, values, or way of life. But all too 
often, churches and individual Christians interpret this story to mean simply that we ought to help 
our different neighbor in need.   

We entirely miss Jesus’ important twist: 

It is the Samaritan, the other, who is the helper, and not the other way around. 

I think this is important to remember as Redeemer enters a new era as a Reconciling in Christ 
Church after an overwhelmingly positive vote at a special congregational meeting last week. 

As part of our journey towards this vote we realized that it wasn’t just LGBTQ folks that we needed to 
include. Others needed to be welcomed too. We named neighbors as people of every age, gender, 
color, or culture as well as those of differing physical, emotional, or cognitive abilities. We welcomed 
neighbors of different socio-economic status, housing situation and those with differing political 
views. And so much more.  

We extended this welcome realizing that these are God’s people and that they are in need of the 
Gospel and of grace, yet, in the light of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, I wonder: 

Might we be in need of these people too? 

I’m not just talking about filling the pews or paying the bills (although increasing worship attendance 
and congregational involvement is always a plus). I think Jesus is telling us that we need these 
different neighbors to offer a new perspective, to be teachers and leaders and visionaries for us. To 
make our church their own. 

As we grow into our welcome statement, we must expect that our newly welcomed neighbors will do 
more than just sit on the sidelines. Just as Jesus pointed out that the injured man needed his 
Samaritan neighbor, I believe we will discover we need our neighbors too. Perhaps it is only with 
their help that we can hope to fully love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind. Only 
together can we do the work of the kingdom! 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Living Christ’s Call: Redeemer Welcomes You 
Made one in Christ Jesus, we, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church  

seek to celebrate diversity and welcome all to fully participate in our community.  

We are imperfect people who have been saved by grace  
and we seek to continue Luther’s reformation in ourselves.  

We welcome you who have been ignored, rejected, or marginalized by the church.  
We welcome and embrace all in the fullness of who they are  

because we are all created in God’s image.   

This welcome extends to the celebration of Holy Communion.  
Jesus welcomes you to His table. 

You are welcome regardless of:  
age, gender, color or culture; citizenship;  

religious or spiritual background;  
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression;  

relationship status or family structure;  
physical, emotional, or cognitive abilities;  

addictions; physical or mental health;  
incarceration or institutionalization; socio-economic status;  

housing situation; political views or affiliations;  
or any other point of distinction, which too often divides us in the world. 

As God’s People we declare: All are welcome.  Thanks be to God! 
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Questions? 
Reconciling in Christ & Welcome Statement

What happened? 
At a special meeting of the congregation on January 27, Redeemer passed our welcome statement: 
Living Christ’s Call, Redeemer Welcomes You and decided to seek the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
designation.  
  
Wait, does this mean that we aren’t in the ELCA anymore? 
No! RIC is not a denomination but rather is a designation for ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran  Church in 
America) and ELCiC (Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Canada) churches.   
  
Why are there so many categories in our Welcome Statement? Isn’t it enough to say  
“All are welcome”? 
The primary purpose of the statement is not for us to know we are welcoming but for others to know 
that our welcome is genuine. For people and groups who have often been excluded, not being named 
suggests “Everyone is welcome but me.” The statement attempts to specifically name those people 
and groups who have been denied the opportunity to fully participate in the church historically. To 
learn more visit www.reconcilingworks.org. 
  
How did this statement get written and who was involved? 
A grassroots group of a few members grew to more than twenty as people wanted to be a part of this 
process. Those members ranged in age from teens to seniors, included men and women, and straight 
and LGBTQ people. This group and Pr. Katie met over nine months, conducted over 60 one-to-one 
visits will members, planned four adult forums, met with council three times, and wrote our unique 
statement before bringing it to a vote in January of 2019. 
  
How are we going to let others know about being Reconciling in Christ? 
We don’t want to keep our light under a bushel! Every RIC church gets to decide how they will 
display their welcome. Our council will make decisions about how to best share our welcome. 
  
Does this mean we have to let everyone do whatever they want at Redeemer?   
No! We can be welcoming while still having boundaries. Our church policies will continue to ensure 
that we are a safe place for the most vulnerable. 
  
Can I join the Reconciling in Christ Team as we continue to live into our Welcome 
Statement? 
Yes! We would love new team members. Please contact Sara Spaniol or Sal Garza if you would like 
more information. 
  
If I didn’t vote for the Welcome Statement am I still welcome at Redeemer? 
Yes! Well-meaning Christians can disagree about issues of conscious and members of Redeemer will 
be in different places about offering this welcome. No one is getting “kicked out” of Redeemer. 
  
What comes next? 
Most RIC churches set aside a Sunday a year to celebrate and reaffirm our commitment to welcome. 
The RIC Team will be planning a celebration service for sometime this summer. The RIC Team is also 
exploring continuing education opportunities for the congregation. If you would like to be a part of 
planning, please talk to any RIC team member. 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Christmas Program Recap 
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our children 
as they performed Checkin’ It Twice! The kids had a 
wonderful time singing and reenacting the Christmas Story! 
Special thanks to Ms. Heike for her leadership in music and 
cutting out all of our cookies for our cookie decoration party, 
Ms. Kate for her help leading the motions, Ms. Tracy for her 
help coordinating the post-party snacks, and all the other 
Sunday School teachers who helped our children prepare each 
week leading up to the Christmas Program. What a wonderful 
weekend! 

High School Youth Whirlyball Night 
Sunday, February 17 at 6:00pm 
What do Bumper Cars, Basketball Hoops, and Wiffleballs all 
have in common? They are all key components to Whirlyball! 
Redeemer Youth are invited to participate in a FREE 
Whirlyball Night at the Lombard location on Sunday, 
February 17 at 6:00pm. Students should bring a minimum of 
$15 for food + any additional money for arcade games and/or 
billiards. Students should RSVP with Tyler or on Redeemer’s 
Facebook page by Sunday, February 3! 
  
Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing 
Saturday, February 2 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm  

On February 2, a group of all ages will 
attend the Feed My Starving Children 
meal packaging event at the FMSC 
location in Aurora. This group is to consist 
of children, families, middle school and 
high school students, as well as other 
individuals from our community. This is 
an awesome service opportunity for 
anyone interested. It’s not too late to 
signup! Just email Tyler to get your name 
on the list! 
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Adult 
Education


February 3 
Pastor Katie shares highlights 

from her trip to Israel 

February 10, 17, 24 
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor”  

Led by Tyler 

Join us as we take a walk around 
the block with Fred Rogers, the 

iconic star whose ministry 
connected with children across 
the country for over forty years! 

Together, each week, we will 
view portions of Won’t You Be 

My Neighbor, the documentary 
film that examines the life and 

legacy of Fred Rogers, the 
beloved host of the popular 
children’s revelation show: 

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.  

Each week, see how Mister 
Roger’s messages are relevant 
today, and learn how you can 

continue on his legacy by joining 
in his ministry!    

Sunday School

Feb 3: Jeremiah 

Feb 10: The Disciples 
Feb 17: The Beatitudes 

Feb 24: Joseph Feeds His 
Family 

March 3: The Transfiguration 

Confirmation

Feb 6: Dinner & Family Night 
Feb 13: Class: Worship Series 
Feb 20: Class: Worship Series 
Feb 27: Class: Worship Series 

March 2: Worship 
Walkthrough  

March 3: Student Led Worship 
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Capital Campaign Update 
We continue to see the generosity and graciousness of Redeemer 
members in the cash contributions and pledged gifts that we have 
received. Income through the end of 2018 totaled $908,585. THANK 
YOU to all who have supported our fundraising efforts to enable the 
Redeemer renovations!  

At this time, it appears we will be able to bridge actual expenses during 
construction solely through the loan from our Foundation, which the 
congregation approved in May 2018. This puts us in a financially prudent 
position as we will not see the higher fees associated with borrowing from outside organizations and 
Redeemer will be able to receive all the benefit of interest payments. 

We thank you for continuing to think of how your gifts and pledge payments will enable Redeemer to 
make the church more welcoming and accessible, add flexibility, modernize our building, and add 
technology capabilities. Your support means we are delivering on our motto: “Living Christ’s Call! 
Imagine the Difference!” 

Your generosity means so much! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Renewing Redeemer 
The Renewing Redeemer Committee has been meeting to finalize floor coverings, lighting and 
plumbing fixtures, and paint colors. A finishes board will be on display.  

Our permit application was submitted in late October. The Village began review in late November. 
Our architect has been working diligently to respond to the Village of Hinsdale with design 
comments. There were about 81 changes to be made, which then required the resubmission of the 
revised plans.  

It is expected that the permit will be issued for an early February constructions start. Our original 
plan was for a January start so completion has been pushed by to July. It is expected that the lower 
level washrooms will be completed by May 7, but we are holding a two week contingency. The June 8 
wedding on the calendar will not be impacted.  

Although we have been delayed, the added time was used to refine the gathering room space, 
improved the ceilings, ADA code compliance, and cabinetry improvements.  

The adage about mighty oaks from across applies here. It does take time to renew our home for the 
many missions of Redeemer.  

  
Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 
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New Song 
On the coldest day of the year so far, I sit in my warm living room wishing I didn’t need to go out into 
the cold. I actually like cold weather, and I only get this feeling when it’s really cold! Alas, there are 
children who need to be picked up from school, dentist appointments, and haircuts. It’s tempting to 
only go out for what is absolutely necessary. But I’m reminded of how important it is for me, 
personally, and us as a congregation, to live in community – to gather together for worship and 
fellowship. I realize how urgent it is to hear one another’s prayer requests and share in each other’s 
joys. In these cold, dark days of winter, I hope that Redeemer is still on your list of things that are 
absolutely necessary!  

If you’re looking for ways to become more involved, our music groups are always looking for new 
members. Feel free to drop in on a rehearsal and see what it is like. We are very welcoming to all ages 
and skill levels. We will find a place and a part for you. Festival Choir meets Wednesdays at 7:30pm, 
Alleluia Ringers (handbells) meets Wednesdays at 5:45pm, and the Praise Band meets 2nd Tuesdays 
at 5:30pm and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00pm. Please contact me if you are interested or have questions.  

Heike 

Wednesday Night Worship  
In February, we continue our series about “Welcome,” exploring stories in the Bible, especially in 
Jesus’ life, that have something to say about welcome. 

Music at Redeemer Concert Series 
Save the Date


Sunday, March 17 at 4:00pm  
The Chicago Gargoyle Brass and Organ Ensemble 
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Teddy Bear Collection 
Mission Outreach is bear-y excited to announce that we will be once again collecting new teddy 
bears for Bishop Anderson House. Bishop Anderson House’s mission is to provide spiritual care to 
the patients, families, and staff of Stroger Cook County Hospital and The Ruth M. Rothstein CORE 
Center. Dianna’s Teddy Bear Ministry of Bishop Anderson House provides bears primarily to 
pediatric patients but also to adult patients, home-bound 
parishioners, members of bereavement support groups, and 
natural disaster survivors. Teddy Bears are a tangible sign of love 
and hope for healing to anyone needing some extra care. 

Redeemer will be collecting teddy bears for Bishop Anderson 
House February 10 through 20. Bears should be new and should 
have stitched eyes and noses (Nothing that can be pulled off). Six 
to seven inch bears are specially needed. Let’s make winter a bit 
more bear-able and see how many bears we can collect! 

Green Earth Harvest  
delivers organic produce to Redeemer!

Green Earth Harvest is an all-organic farming operation that provides healthy, organic vegetables 
through a farm share program.   The vegetables are grown at The Conservation Foundation’s 
McDonald Farm, which is located in Naperville! Our vegetables are Grown-fresh, Organic, Local, and 
Delicious- the G.O.L.D. standard! When you buy a share of the farm, you are essentially purchasing a 
portion of the harvest ahead of time. We deliver shares right to Redeemer Lutheran every Wednesday 
afternoon, from mid-May to November.  

Due to popular demand, we are excited to announce that for the 
2019 growing season we will be debuting increased flexibility for 
our Redeemer Lutheran customers. With our new Flexbox option, 
Shareholders at remote sites will be able to submit a request of what 
they would like in their share each week, based off of the produce 
list we send every Sunday. We will try our best to fill the requests as 
they come in with what we harvest. At pickup, you will retrieve your 
box, which will be labeled with your name and contain your 
requested veggies. There is no additional charge for this program; 
we just hope that it brings you more of the vegetables you love and 
that you will be able to utilize them to their fullest extent! 

We hope that you will take this opportunity and join us for our 2019 growing season! Please visit 
www.theconservationfoundation.org/greenearth for more information! 

A major program of The Conservation Foundation. 
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Thank you to…. 
Sieben, Berg, Swanson, and Graeb families for setting up and taking down the luminarias on 
Christmas Eve.  

Our wonderful Christmas letter mailing crew: Linda Carpenter, Sue Graunke, Ann Roberts, and Ted 
& Ann Doege.  

Jim Toomey for designing our Christmas post cards and banner.  

The many volunteers who helped at the December Senior Breakfast: Marie McGann, Diana Kritzer, 
Chuck & Barb Schmidt, Ann Roberts, Jo Changelian, Sue Murphy, Bruce Forbush, Kris Mahon, 
Cathie Floegel, Stephanie Seppanen, Kate Sahlas, and Trish Rosland.  

Jo Changelian and Michele Berg for helping with the Advent Hymn reception.  

Bob Rusthoven for lining up our Christmas Eve ushers.  

The awesome volunteers that took down our Christmas decorations: Mary Landis, Sue Graunke, 
Connie Bothen, Bruce Forbush, Lanny & Linnea Wilson, Candy & Don Hamilton with granddaughter 
Anna, Barb & Chuck Schmidt, Gail & Hadley McCarthy, and Maria Leon.  

Dirk & Mary Landis for hanging the Epiphany Star.  

Faith & Frank Masek along with Christian Schulte for cleaning out and boxing up supplies in the 
childcare room in preparation of Renewing Redeemer.   

Frank Masek for assisting with our fire inspection and remounting a fire extinguisher in the Sunday 
school closet.  

Mark Rosland and Craig Chapello for reorganizing the tech room to make room for more storage 
needs.  

Kris Mahon, Sue Graunke, and Connie Bothen for reorganizing and moving the Sunday school closet 
supplies into their new location. Connie Bothen for overseeing the donation of metal chairs, tables, 
and boards in preparation of Renewing Redeemer.   

The volunteers at Ed Mattheeussen’s funeral: Frank Masek, Mark Entsminger, Nola  & Art Gustafson, 
Don Johnson, Jay Hines-Shah, Linda Carpenter, Ralph Homann, Chuck Schmidt. 

Sandy Ditewig for washing the altar linens.  

December & January Altar Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush, Lea Held, Karen, Johnson, Judy 
Rosland, Mary Landis, Carol Banashak. 

December & January Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Charles family, Cindy Cimo, Ellie & Dick Goers, 
Berg family, Marge Chapello, Schulte family, Linnea Wilson, Hudson family, Seppanen family.  

December & January offering counters: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland, Ann & Ted Doege, 
Andy Schoneman, Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis. 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above. 
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Serving: February  
February Altar Guild: 
Lea Held, Sandy Ditewig, Jane Gavran 
  
February Ushers: 
8:30am worship: Chuck Schmidt, Andy 
Schoneman, Bob Johnson 
11:00am worship: Mary Landis, Mike Corcoran 
  
February Offering Counters: 
Team 2: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, 
Will Swenson 
  
 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
February 3 — Sue Metzler 
February 10 — Masek Group 
February 17 — Mission Outreach Team 
February 24 — Chapello Family  
   
Baptism: 
Tian Han Schulte was baptized on January 6. 
Parents are Anke & Joe Schulte.  

Change of Address:  
Tyler & Kelly Parks (Camilla) 
1 Briarwood Lane 
Indian Head Park, IL 60525  

Thank You Redeemer! 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to our Redeemer family for your many acts of 
kindnesses, prayers, and strong support during the recent loss of our beloved Don. Your 
heartfelt concern and words of encouragement continue to be a source of comfort to us.    

With love and gratefulness,   
Camille Pryber, Cyndi Pryber, and Caroline Martini 

2019 Covenant Endowment Fund Distribution 
Apply Now!

Each year Redeemer’s Endowment offers grants for support of mission outside of Redeemer, to 
support the building and other capital assets, and to support other ministries of Redeemer.  
Endowment monies do not replace budgeted expenses and cannot go to ongoing expenses (like 
salaries). Any member of Redeemer can apply for grant monies. Endowment grants allow the church 
an opportunity to take risks, grow ministries, and get more people involved. The Council encourages 
congregation members to be creative, to dream, and to propose something that, when accomplished, 
will excite others. 

At the January meeting, the Church Council set the amount of funds that will be made available for 
distribution from Redeemer’s Endowment fund. The amount that is available this year will be 
$23,000. Applications for funding requests may be picked up in the church office and then returned 
to Church Council President Lanny Wilson’s mailbox. The applications will be reviewed by Council 
and final distribution decisions will be communicated to the approved recipients.  
  
The application deadline is March 1, 2019.  

If you have questions or want to know more, please feel free to contact Pr. Katie, Council President 
Lanny Wilson, Council Vice President Kris Mahon, or Council Member Marie McGann.  
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Church and Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and 
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our 
community and beyond. 

As we begin 2019, the Church and Community Group members are 
enthusiastic about opportunities to serve those in need, heal the 
hurting, connect with communities beyond our walls, and inspire 
Redeemer members to enjoy the fruits of faith in action. One of our 
many realizations is that there are a host of compassion-fueled 
organizations, like ours, who want to work with us. 

Hebrews 13:3 explains some of the compassionate activity we are 
witnessing: “Remember those who are in prison, as though you were 
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 
yourselves were being tortured.” This year during Lent, Church and 
Community will host a variety of speakers during Sunday adult forums highlighting issues 
surrounding “Restorative Justice and Mass Incarceration.” One question we will examine: How does 
our faith teach us to seek restoration instead of retribution for those who have been incarcerated? See 
our companion article on Justice Reform and Redeemer for more information.      
Other activities, in which we are actively involved, include: 

•The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Committee includes several of our members. 

•La Ruta at the Steppenwolf Theater – with discussion to follow (was a January event). 

•America to Me documentary and discussion at the Unitarian Church of Hinsdale 
(Sundays, Jan. 13 – Feb. 24, from 1:00–3:00pm). This 10-part documentary examines issues of 
race, economic, and class issues through the experiences of students attending Oak Park River 
Forest High School. For more information, contact mhonelwilson@gmail.com or visit 
www.hinsdaleunitarian.org.  

Our new initiative, “Faith on Tap” follows in 
the Martin Luther tradition of having conversations 
about faith while enjoying a brew. Faith on Tap is a 
fun and casual monthly meeting where young adults 
(and the young at heart) gather to enjoy each other's 
company over drinks while exploring topics 
connecting faith with issues of social concern. We 
welcome you to come discuss a wide range of topics 
in a space designated for intelligent conversation 
and growing in the faith. So come grab a drink, meet 

your neighbor, and explore what it means to live out Christ's call for justice.  Our next gathering will 
be at 3:00pm on Sunday, February 10 at a location to be determined. Please contact Scott 
Spaniol at scott.spaniol@gmail.com if you’d like more information.  

Finally, we continue to brainstorm about opportunities and experiences to bring you in the coming 
year. Please join us when we gather again on Thursday, February 7 (from 5:00 until 6:30pm). All are 
welcome!      
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New in the Library 
In our modern world we sometimes feel very divided. Politics and social structure, long work days, 
and busy lives mean we know our neighbors less than ever before. It seems to me telling that 
recently there has been a resurgence of interest in the late Fred Rogers, creator of the beloved 
children’s television program Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood. Maxwell King writes, “In his work, Fred 
Rogers himself pointed the way back to the neighborhood. He used the cutting-edge technology of 
his day – television, to convey the most profound values — respect, understanding tolerance, 
inclusion, consideration …old fashioned valued derived from his Christianity…..”   

Consider checking out a book from the church library to learn more about this 
remarkable man. 

“The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers" 
Amy Hollingsworth 
The Simple Faith of Mr. Rogers focuses on Mr. Rogers' spiritual legacy, but it is much 
more than that. It shows us a man who, to paraphrase the words of St. Francis of Assisi, 
'preached the gospel at all times; when necessary he used words.' 

“I’m Proud of You: My Friendship with Fred Rogers” 
Tim Madigan 
It began as another newspaper assignment, a celebrity profile of the children’s 
television icon. But in Fred Rogers, Texas journalist Tim Madigan found more than 
a fascinating subject. From their first meeting in 1995, at Rogers’ invitation, the two 
became unlikely friends, a deep and abiding relationship that lasted until Rogers’ 
death in 2003. In that time, Madigan found Rogers to be much more than the calm 
and compassionate personality of television. He was the transcendent being who 
guided Madigan through periods of life-threatening depression and the tragic death 
of a sibling and helped him heal his difficult relationship with his father.  

“The Good Neighbor: The Life and Work of Fred Rogers” 
Maxwell King 
Former Philadelphia Inquirer editor King reveals Fred Rogers (1928–2003), 
creator of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood, whose guiding principles of his 
Christian faith—kindness, acceptance, and unconditional love—underpinned 
every aspect of his professional and personal life. Neighborhood, which ran from 
1968 to 2001, was radical for its time, covering war, death, divorce, and other 
controversial topics honestly and respectfully for children's understanding. 
Myths about Rogers—that his sweaters covered up tattoos or that he was a 
Vietnam sniper—are debunked, revealing instead that he was exactly as he 
appeared. Grown-up fans, pop culture enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the 
history of educational television and child development will be inspired. An 
excellent and timely addition to most collections 

“The World According to Mr. Rogers:  
Important things to Remember” 
Fred Rogers 
 An inspiring collection of stories, anecdotes, and insights--with sections 
devoted to love, friendship, respect, individuality, and honesty, The World 
According to Mister Rogers reminds us that there is much more in life that 
unites us than divides us. 
 
Culled from Fred Rogers' speeches, program transcripts, books, letters, and 
interviews, along with some of his never-before-published writings,  The 
World According to Mister Rogers  is a testament to the legacy of a man 
who served and continues to serve as a role model to millions. 
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Justice Reform & Redeemer 
Adult Education March 10 — April 7

And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 

In today’s world, we often hear about inequities in our justice system on the news, from our elected 
officials, in our jobs, from personal experiences and even from our pulpit. The ELCA’s statement, The 
Church and Criminal Justice, affirms the fundamental principles of the U.S. criminal justice system 
such as due process and presumption of innocence, while still recognizing the growing need to 
address the current system’s serious deficiencies.  

Money bond is a problem. Too often, access to money, not risk to 
community safety, is the determining factor in whether someone is held 
in jail pending trial. Two-thirds of the inmates in U.S. jails are 
nonviolent offenders who are there for only one reason: they can't afford 
their bail. Sometimes, it's as little as $50. Some will wait behind bars for 
as long as a year before their cases make it to court. And these facts don’t 
count the human cost—job loss, loss of child custody, and more.  

Our jails are overflowing. Public safety is a major concern of our communities, our leaders and 
our judicial system, and that should and will always be the case. But across this state and nation, 
many people in jails are simply awaiting trial and cannot leave because of an assigned cash bond that 
they cannot afford. Additionally, juveniles are often simply too young to understand the consequence 
of their crime or their right to representation. With identification and support of community 
resources, the majority could avoid jail with no loss to public safety.  

Our current justice system is expensive. The per capita cost of adult incarceration is 
approximately $23,400 per year, while an average intervention cost is about $4,400. The cost of 
recidivism is even higher, as the Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council (SPAC) estimates that 
the average recidivism cost to the state is $118, 746 per person annually.  

The good news is…we can make a difference. As Christians, we are called to strengthen or take 
up ministries of compassion and justice. Thousands of Pastors and churches across the nation have 
responded to the call to act.  

During Lent, Redeemer’s Church and Community Group will bring survivors, experts and community 
groups to our adult forums in an effort to help Redeemer members become better informed, inspired 
to make changes, and motivated to take action for fair and restorative justice.  

We will hear the whole stories, from individual experiences and some of the best experts in Illinois, 
including: Precious Blood Ministry; Dominique Gilliard, author of Rethinking Incarceration—
Advocating Justice that Restores; The Illinois Justice Project (ILJP); Community Renewal Society 
(CRS); Chicago Community Bond Fund; and Kathy Bankhead, former prosecutor and now 
Ombudsman for the Illinois Juvenile Justice System. 

A more detailed agenda is coming soon. We hope that you will consider attending these adult forums 
so you may learn and be inspired to take action to “do justice”! 

—Tom Coleman and Kathy Selke 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Good Morning, Dear Lord


“O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I plead my case to you, and watch.” —
Psalm 5:3        

      
Most Thursday mornings, between 7:30 and 8:30, you can find me at Church 
with some prayer buddies. We are a well-established prayer group which 
started long before I showed up a few years ago. Usually, we begin with 
conversation. Then we share highs and lows from the previous week. Special 
prayer requests are sought. Our few rules are that we: start on time, end on 
time, are together one hour, and must save time for prayer. The prayers, 
wonderfully individual and unique, vary depending upon the season, personal 
concerns, community needs, and world issues. One of the members of the 

group ends prayers of supplication (or request) with “…if it is Your will”, and another is really good at 
summarizing prayer requests. When it is my turn, I always begin my prayer with “Good morning, 
dear Lord”. I just like to talk with my friend, my Lord, my God…and watch for my Lord’s response.  
      
A longtime friend gave me the book Attitude is Everything by Keith Harrell. Although I disagree with 
the title premise - since I have a problem with superlatives - I enjoyed reading the book and agree 
that attitude is very important in shaping our lives. In describing the difference between people with 
positive and negative attitudes, Harrell suggests that ‘positive’ people might begin their day with the 
simple prayer, “Good morning, God.” On the other hand, ‘negative’ people might begin their day with 
the simple phrase (not prayer), “Good God, morning.” Hopefully, most of us are trying to be positive 
people. 
      
Martin Luther is quoted to have said “I have so much to do that I shall 
spend the first three hours in prayer.” And one of my favorite poems, by 
an unknown author, concludes with this verse: “I woke up early this 
morning, and paused before entering the day; I had so much to 
accomplish that I had to take time to pray.” Both of these sentiments 
speak to the need to make prayer a priority. One of my brothers 
accomplishes this by attending mass just about every morning. 
Although attending a Church Service every day may not be practical for 
everyone (I believe that my brother started his practice after 
retirement), beginning the day with a prayer is practical for everyone. In fact, Martin Luther and the 
‘unknown author’ above might argue that it is essential for anyone who has “so much to do” or “so 
much to accomplish”. As for me, I just like talking to my friend, dear Lord, my God. For some reason, 
“Good morning, dear Lord” just feels like the right way to say hello in the morning.  
      
There are many ways to pray and many types of prayer. In fact, most religions help their practitioners 
learn how to pray, using their sacred book as a model. Also, many religions offer pre-written prayers. 
Three of my favorites are “The Lord’s Prayer, “The Prayer of St. Francis” and “The Prayer of Thomas 
Merton”. Many prayers follow the ACTS acronym: Adoration (praising God), Contrition (asking for 
God’s forgiveness), Thanksgiving (showing God gratitude), and Supplication (asking God for a favor). 
When in doubt, just talking to God, our dear Lord, is perfect! My understanding is that God is never 
troubled by our praising, thanking, coming, or asking. So, every morning I recommend saying a 
“Good morning, dear Lord” to our dear and constant friend. Then, be positive and attentive…and 
watch. 

In God’s love,  
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 
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February 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
2pm Feed My 
Starving Children 
(Aurora)

3 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship

4 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale

5 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

6 
5:30pm Confir. 
Dinner 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir.  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

7 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and the 
Community 
7pm Worship & 
Music Committee

8 9

10 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship  
6:30pm Catechumenate

11 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale

12 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise Band 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

13 
10:30am Quilter’s 
Breakfast (Butterfield’s 
Pancake House) 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

14 
7:30am Prayer Group 
10am Renewing 
Redeemer Meeting 
12:30pm Staff 
Meeting

15 16

17 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
6pm Youth 
WhirlyBall Night

18 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale

19 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

20 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

21 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council 
Meeting

22 
7pm Premarital Group

23

24 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship  
6:30pm Catechumenate

25 
7pm Hinsdale 
Chorale

26 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band

27 
5:45pm Handbells 
6:00pm Confir. Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

28 
7:30am Prayer Group
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Wednesday, March 6


Worship 

12:15pm & 7:00pm
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