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Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
Before I start this month’s article, I want to say “thank you” to all of 
you who helped make Redeemer’s Holy Week one to remember. All 
week long, every meeting I go to, and every gathering I attend people 
have been sharing stories of their favorite parts of the celebration. 
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PADS SIGNUP 
MAY 25/26               

AUG 31/SEPT 1 

REDEEMER RECORD

GRADUATE SUNDAY 
JUNE 9.            

10:00AM WORSHIP

“…Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? 

He is not here, but has 
risen…the Son of Man 

must be handed over to 
sinners, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise 

again.” —Luke 24:5, 7

BACKYARD YOUTH 
GROUP 

SUNDAY, MAY 12     
6:00—8:00PM

WOMEN’S 
CONNECTION 

DRURY LANE THEATER 
EVENT - SIGNUP NOW!
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The dramatic reading and reenactment of the Holy Week events on Palm 
Sunday was popular. People were pleasantly surprised that we still had 
quilts to put on the pews. Several people mentioned that the Maundy 
Thursday Foot Washing was a moving activity. People were impressed 
by the choir, strings, and bells on Good Friday. Who needs an organ 
anyway? On Easter Sunday, our celebration reached its peak. The choir 
was amazing, the flowers were incredible, the Easter Breakfast was 
delicious, and 400 people joined their songs in praise to our Risen Lord. 

What a week! 

Yet, as I heard these stories shared and witness the excitement from 
people having been there, I’ve also seen something else. You see, in 
almost every gathering, there’s at least one person who missed part of 

the week. Health issues, vacation plans, work, childcare, or family schedules kept them from taking 
part. The look I see in their eyes is one of disappointment, guilt, or even sorrow. 

And you know, I think they are in good company. 

In these weeks after Easter, we hear the stories of Jesus’ resurrection appearances to Mary 
Magdalene, to the disciples, and to others who follow his way. As these first disciples meet the risen 
Christ, their experience isn’t so different from our own. You see, most of them missed the events of 
Holy Week, too. They were frightened and confused, and now that Jesus stands before them raised, 
they feel guilty and perhaps a little lost. How can they be his followers, if they missed the resurrection 
moment? 

I find it very reassuring that Jesus appeared so 
many times. I find it very encouraging that Jesus 
comes again and again for his disciples. It 
suggests to me that Jesus comes again and again 
for us. If we missed Holy Week or even Easter 
itself, we have not missed the resurrection. Jesus 
calls us to new times and places of witness in the 
weeks to come. 

Easter isn’t just one day. The season of the church 
year marking Easter is 50 days long! Whether you 
were able to join us during Holy Week or not, I 
encourage and invite you to seek-out the risen 
Christ in worship, in study, in service, and in 
prayer. The celebration goes on and great things 
are still happening! 

Come and celebrate. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Thank be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Redeemer Welcomes Rev. Kaari Reierson 
Over the next few months, while we wait for our new intern to start, Rev. Kaari Reierson will be 
joining our staff on a very part-time basis to help with visitation. Please welcome her when you see 
her at church or out on visits! 

Pr. Kaari writes: 

I met some of you when I presented during your RIC process, and others 
when I preached at Redeemer. I’ll be meeting more of you in the near future 
as I begin work on a very part-time, contract basis to do some visitation and 
occasional preaching. I’ve known Pastor Katie since she lived in Evanston, 
and I’m delighted to be working with such a brilliant, creative pastor. I’m 
also honored to be serving the saints of Redeemer in this capacity. 

My church membership is at Grace Lutheran Church in Evanston. I live in 
Wilmette with my husband Eun-Kyu, two boys Soren (8th grade) and Gus 
(6th grade), and German Shepherd named Olaf. I grew up in New York State 
about an hour north of Manhattan, Bronx accents are music to my ears, and 

NY pizza is still my favorite. As a side note, I majored in Classics (Latin) in college, so Pastor Katie 
and I have Classics in common, but I have zero visual artistic capacity, so we do not have that crafty 
thing in common. I was a collegiate swimmer, I still enjoy swimming, and have taken up spinning 
now that my knees are too creaky to run anymore. I look forward to getting to know more of you. 

If you are interested in taking communion to members of Redeemer who can’t get to church 
regularly, I would love to hear from you. My email is Kaari.Reierson@gmail.com. 

Intern Housing Needs 
Redeemer’s Council has provided the resources needed for Redeemer to 
again host an intern for the August 2019 — August 2020 year. Pastor Katie 
has worked with the Intern Committee and submitted the required 
application to the Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago (LSTC). She 
interviewed six candidates and submitted her preferences. LSTC 
responded by assigning Karl Anliker to be our intern. Next year will 
include Pastor Katie’s twelve-week sabbatical, so we are anxious for the 
new intern to take over leadership and organizational roles.    

Karl is from Indianapolis and is a graduate of Valparaiso University where 
he majored in History and served as Head Sacristan (head of the Altar 
Guild). He served a year in the Lutheran Volunteer Corp in Milwaukee at All People’s Lutheran 
Church working primarily in youth ministry. He also worked as a special programs director with 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries. He’s especially interested in pastoral care, church administration, and 
story telling. Karl is married to Charlotte who is a preschool teacher. They have no children or pets. 

The next task for the committee is to find housing for Karl and Charlotte starting in August of 2019 
and extending to August 2020. A one or two-bedroom apartment, condo, or townhouse would be 
perfect. If you have a rental you would like to donate for the year (and receive tax credit), or if you 
have any leads for housing available at a modest cost, please contact Margaret Schlegel at 
708-246-5546. Thank you. 
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New Song 
We are Easter people!

At kindergarten pick-up the other day, I 
chatted with a parent I hadn’t seen since this 
fall when I was still on family leave. As I walked 
towards her, she was deep in thought and 
seemed to be staring at her feet. Actually, she 
was admiring the tulips that had just started 
blooming the day before. She asked how I was 
and how the winter had been. I was tempted 
for a moment to give the usual response of 
“fine” or “okay,” but she looked like she was 
interested in the real answer. So, I told her that 
it had been a long, cold, exhausting winter…but 
that Spring was finally here, and we had finally 
arrived at EASTER! With Easter each year 
comes a vivid reminder that we have hope, new 
life, and new chances. The sights, sounds, and smells cannot be avoided when you enter the church 
building (yes, even amidst the ongoing construction!), and if you look, you can find them all around 
you, too. I’m making a conscious effort this Eastertide to notice the symbols of Easter around me and 
to take time to be thankful for the hope we have because our Savior lives! 

Joyfully,  
Heike 

Wednesday Night Worship  
During Eastertide, we will be singing Holden Evening Prayer and sharing in Holy Communion on 
Wednesday nights. We will be worshipping in the Sanctuary while construction is ongoing, but you 
will still find our regular Wednesday worship elements: the beeswax candles, prayers of the people 
written by the people, and opportunities to take part in leading worship. 
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Survey: What’s Your Favorite Hymn? 
Name____________________________________ 

The Worship and Music Committee would like your input! As we look towards planning worship 
services for the summer, we hope to compile a list of favorite hymns. We could probably guess 
what some of those favorites might be, but we’d also like to know the why behind it. Please take 
a moment to think about the statement below and fill in the blanks.  

My favorite hymn is: _______________________________ 

because: ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Please put your answers in the box in the Narthex, email to music@redeemerhinsdale.org, or 
online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/3FMT5LP. 

 

Women’s Connection Event 
Women’s Connection is now sponsoring another show for men and women to 
attend this summer. The famous murder mystery play, And Then There Were 
None, is based on one of the world’s best-selling mystery story by Agatha 
Christie.   The show will be at Drury Lane Theater, Oak Brook, on Thursday, 
August 29 at 8:00pm. We have a block of 30 discounted tickets for $57.50 
each. Please tell Cindy Cimo in the church office if you want to attend and 
give her a check payable to “Redeemer Lutheran Church” to reserve your 
space. This will be on a first paid, first to attend basis.  The deadline 
is May 31. Optional: If you would like to have dinner at Drury Lane in their 
Lucille Restaurant, call 630-570-7297 to make a reservation. Or consider the 
many Oak Brook Mall restaurants which are very convenient. 

Narcan Training 
On Saturday, April 13, members of Redeemer (Dr. Lanny Wilson, Pastor Katie Hines-Shah, Tyler 
Parks, Dirk Landis, and Faith and Frank Masek) attended a class on administering Narcan to those 
who have potentially overdosed on opiates. This class was provided by The Dupage County Health 
Department in an effort to prevent overdoses, accidental overdoses and to confront the opioid crisis 
that has plagued many. 
  
After the training, Redeemer received dosages of Narcan to keep on the premises (located on the 
main floor and the lower level) if there ever is a need. It is important to remember that EMS should 
always be called in a suspected overdose. If there are questions or if members have an interest in 
learning more, please contact Pastor Katie or Youth and Family Ministries Director, Tyler Parks. 
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He Is Risen Indeed! Easter Highlights! 
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Capital Campaign Update 
Thank you for your timely continuation of pledge payments related to the 
capital campaign. 

To date, we have collected $1,116,391 in pledge payments, cash gifts 
and transfers from our balance sheet. We remain on track to raising 
the $1.4 million goal to support Renewing Redeemer renovations. 

At this point, we have incurred expenses of $477,675. We anticipate 
expenses will exceed income around July 1, at which time we will 
borrow again the endowment fund loan of $350,000, which we 
approved in May 2018 to allow us to complete construction as we wait 
for remaining pledge income (which will continue through mid-2021). 

Thank you again, and feel free to email me if you have any questions.  

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Renewing Redeemer 
We hope you enjoy seeing the weekly photos of construction progress at Redeemer. 
Additionally, we had to remediate some asbestos fibers in floor tile and have a small area yet to 
complete. Drywall is going up, plumbing is in progress and bathrooms are being tiled. 
Discussion is in progress to determine feasibility of adding small scope new cabinetry projects to 
achieve a 50% discount as a result of current economy of scale. The committee meets weekly for 
discussions with the architect and the contractor to keep our project on schedule and on budget. 

  
Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 

Check out the Sanctuary progress! 
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Youth & Family Ministries   
Backyard Youth Group 
Sunday, May 12, 6:00-8:00pm 
Randy and Lisa Graeb (parents of Kyra and Thomas Graeb) will be 
hosting “Backyard Youth Group” on Sunday, May 12 at their home 
(please email tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org for address.). Students 
7th—12th grade will have the opportunity to get together for 
backyard games, food, and a special Mother’s Day gift making 
session! Mom’s: drop your student off at Backyard Youth Group, 
grab a nice dinner, and have your student come home with an 
awesomely thoughtful Mother’s Day gift! All materials will be 
provided!  

PADS Breakfast Service Opportunity 
Sunday, May 26, Early Morning 
Calling all students in 7th—12th grades! Join us for a PADS 
Breakfast service opportunity on the morning of Sunday, May 26. 
We will meet at Redeemer early morning on May 26 to cook 
breakfast (egg cups, pancakes, sausage, etc.). We will then 
transport the food around the corner to Hinsdale Covenant 
Church, where we will serve breakfast to the PADS guests. Please 
RSVP to Tyler as we are forming our crew now so that we make 
sure we can properly cover this breakfast shift. 

Graduate Sunday 
Sunday, June 9, 10:00am Worship 
Join us on Sunday, June 9, as we recognize our graduating seniors! 
Please contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org if your high school or 
college senior and family plan to be in attendance for worship on 
Sunday, June 9. Please also let Tyler know your student’s post high 
school or college plans (tell us where they graduated from and 
what’s next) so that we can celebrate them in next month’s (June) 
newsletter. Congratulations all graduating seniors! 

Easter Breakfast Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Easter 
Breakfast fundraiser on Sunday, April 21. Through your generosity, 
our students were able to raise $750, which will go towards cutting 
down the cost of the upcoming mission trip to Colorado Springs 
this summer. Students will be working with Next Step Ministries 
to support local ministries who are working to provide care and 
provision for those experiencing homelessness. If you were unable 
to join us on Sunday for our Easter Breakfast and would still like to 
make a donation towards our students, please contact 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org to find out how. Our students will be 
serving the last week of July (July 28 – August 3), so there are still 
plenty of opportunities to support our students! 
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Sunday 
School


May 12: Mother’s Day 
Peter and Tabitha 

May 19: Last Day of Class 
Peter’s Dream 

Classes resume in the fall. 

Confirmation 
Sunday


On Sunday, May 5 at the 
11:00am worship service, 
ten of our Confirmation 

students made public 
affirmation of the promises 
that were made for them at 

their baptisms.  

Ava Berg 

Layne Dale 

John Hines-Shah 

Evan Hunter  

Catie McCabe 

Evan Melau 

Tim Rosland  

Eric Seppanen 

Preston Sieben 

Alex Sheppel 

All were recognized and 
received following worship 
in the Parish Room where 
they were celebrated with 

refreshments.

mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
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Confirmation Faith Statements 
Ava Berg


“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God,” John 1:2. This verse really spoke to me, 
especially because it relates to my baptism. Rewind almost exactly two years 
ago, I was about to be baptized at 13. Naturally, I asked the question, “Why 
am I being baptized now?” I think that at the time, I saw it as a negative thing 
because I was different. Most people I know were baptized a lot earlier in life, 
before they could even remember. Most people did not have the opportunity 
to prepare for baptism like I did. I was able to practice for it and had classes 
with Pastor Katie to prepare for the baptism. The classes consisted of stories 
from the Bible and questions about baptism. I was also lucky enough to do it 

with my brother who was also preparing to be baptized. 

On the night I was baptized, I remember walking up there so nervous, yet excited to be baptized 
surrounded by my family. It was dark and there were candles everywhere. I remember being a little 
tired. It was a very special service considering there was a special communion with all different types 
of bread and many people sitting in the congregation. My favorite part was probably when I saw my 
brother get dunked in a pond for being baptized. Like I said, I knew it was time for me to be baptized 
so I was ready.  

Reflecting on this allows me to realize that it wasn’t such an awful thing to be baptized so late. I 
actually benefited from having it later. I know I’m one of the few who remember the experience like it 
was yesterday. Remembrance is a great gift that I am happy to have and know why I was baptized 
since it was a very big step in my life, becoming a child of God and taking my faith to a new level. 
  
And that’s what I’m now doing today, affirming my faith in God. In confirmation class, we were able 
to strengthen our faith even more by learning about scriptures from the Bible and by also playing fun 
games that teach us lessons and interacting with my confirmation peers. I think that a memorable 
moment during this class was when we played a game that was called come back buddy. I know it 
taught us an important lesson, but it was just fun to interact with my friends and just hang out at 
church. I knew then and now know (thanks to confirmation class) what I am getting myself into and 
I’m happy I was able to further understand what being baptized meant. 

Today I can confirm my faith even more with more understanding than ever before. Being confirmed 
is another large step in my faith journey as being a Lutheran, and it verifies that I have received God. 
I am a child of God, just as the Bible verse says, and I will continue that journey and make my faith 
stronger whether I do it in the usual way or in the unique way. 
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Layne Dale

“Anxiety weighs down the human heart, but a good word cheers it up,” 
Proverbs 12:25. 

My great grandmother really pushed my family to come to church and to get 
every grandkid to go to Confirmation. Now that they have all become adults 
and have children of their own, she encouraged them to continue the 
tradition of bringing your kids to church. Before my great grandmother died 
in 2011, she told all of our parents to make sure that we got to Confirmation, 
so here I am! 

I am very thankful for her and how she taught our family the importance of 
going to church and exploring faith. After she passed, my grandparents took on the responsibility to 
help to get me to church and Confirmation. They would drive all the way to North Riverside to pick 
my brother and I up just to bring us back here. Now, as I have gotten older, my mom is able to bring 
me, and she also is able to come to Wednesday and Sunday services and be a part of church again. 

When I first started coming to Confirmation, I was a little nervous, but I was also excited! 
Confirmation ended up being a pretty good experience for me. I was nervous at first because there 
were some of my classmates that I didn’t really know very well. After a while though, I got to know 
them better and everything turned out OK and it really helped my social skills. It has been a good two 
years! 

I really enjoy coming together with my friends and hanging out. I want to continue hanging out with 
my friends that I have made at church and look forward to going on mission trips and serving with 
everyone. I know that I will continue learning about my faith even after Confirmation, and I am 
looking forward to what is to come next! 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

Monday, June 24 – Friday, June 28  
12:45– 3:30pm 

Union Church of Hinsdale  
$50 per child  

max of $125 per family (for multiple children) 

Ages 4 – 5th Grade welcome to participate  
Ages 6th – 12th Grade welcome to volunteer!  

Registration: www.hinsdale.church/vbs  
Register soon. Spots are limited and filling fast! 
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John Hines-Shah

If going to church made a good Christian, I’d be one of the best 
Christians in this room. I was baptized as a baby. I went to every Sunday 
school class and VBS series. I went to every church event and trip. My 
vacations were filled with things like Holden village a Lutheran retreat 
center in the Cascades, I went 4 times. I even went to a churchwide 
assembly when I was 1 and a Rite of Reception event for Gay pastors who 
had been extraordinarily ordained when I was 4, it was 90 minutes, and 
I did fine. But most importantly I’ve gone to church 2-3 times a week, 
sometimes for 2 services in a day, for every week over 14 years. That’s 
what happens when you’re a Pastor’s kid. If going to church meant you 
were a good Christian, I wouldn’t be getting confirmed. 

However, I am getting confirmed. I want to affirm my baptismal promises. One baptismal 
promise that sticks out to me is to live among God’s faithful people. It seems like an easy thing 
to do, after all, how hard can live among God’s faithful people be? But I knew it had to be more 
complex than just that. When I was 4 a speaker came to Sunday school to talk about 
homelessness. On the car ride back from it I asked, “Are homeless people our neighbors?” my 
mom said they were. I responded by saying that I didn’t want to have homeless people as my 
neighbors and have to share with them. That’s just one example of what living among God’s 
faithful people means.  

It also means that you have to get along with people with differing opinions and backgrounds 
than you. Sometimes it means having to work with people who are different than you, being 
willing to change your mind, and sit through committee meetings where stagnation is the only 
thing that’s happening, that’s because as my mom says democracy is slow and boring. I’m 
getting confirmed because going to church isn’t enough and making these difficult promises 
reminds me how far I have to go before I can consider myself a good Christian.  

Going to church doesn’t make you a good Christian. This doesn’t mean you shouldn’t go to 
church. While I may not have a choice I’d still go regardless. I go to church because it helps me 
to become a better Christian. It gives me a chance to practice being a good Christian, sitting next 
to people with different upbringings than me. It also allows me to hear the word of God and 
contemplate what it means. In the word and sermon, I often hear ways how I can live among 
God’s faithful people, whether it’s something simple like assisting others in need to more 
complex things like striving for justice and peace around the world. Living among God’s faithful 
people can be very rewarding. It’s been so rewarding to hear different perspectives from God’s 
faithful people, who I learn aren’t so different from me. Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up. 
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Thank you to…. 
Evan Antinossi, AJ Mazikowski, Layne Dale, Frank Masek, Tyler Parks for loading up and driving our 
church donations to Goodwill. 

Ralph Homann for creating over 100 church videos and sharing them on YouTube!  

Everyone that helped with our Easter mailing: Ann and Ted Doege, Ann Roberts, and Camille Pryber. 

Jim Toomey for designing our Easter banner, advertisement, and postcards.  

Cathy Toomey for donating more packing boxes! 

Valerie Lee and Dirk Landis for their preparatory work with PADS and for finding alternative 
churches to host PADS.  

Pastor Linnea Wilson for writing the weekly Prayers of the People.   

Sue Graunke, Camille Pryber, and Connie Bothen for helping pack up the church office.  

Ralph Homann for his work organizing our archives in the attic.  

The Nominating Committee: Bruce Forbush, Bob Johnson, Frank Masek, Deborah Boling, Paula 
Hillier, and Marcelle Vogel.  

The students and families who helped to put on the Easter Breakfast this year. These students and 
families include: John Hines-Shah (Pastor Katie, Jay, and Betty), Layne Dale & AJ Mazikowski 
(Frank Masek), Sarah Rusthoven (Bob & Chris), Eric Seppanen, Kyra & Thomas Graeb (Lisa & 
Randy), Sarah McCabe, Joan Romer, and our Easter Bunny – Cody Knoll (Melissa Kibler). Thank you 
for your help getting supplies, setting up, cooking, filling Easter Eggs, and cleaning up! Your support 
is greatly appreciated! 

Steven Rice and Kirsten Zalik for their role in supporting Noah Potter and Juliana Medrado as Noah 
was baptized into the Christian faith and as Juliana made public affirmation of the promises that 
were made for her at her baptism. Your friendship, leadership, and care for our two Catechumins is 
greatly appreciated! 

The Worship and Music Committee, who stepped in to take on tasks large and small during Holy 
Week.  

Kate Howell, Tyler Parks, Cindy Cimo, Scott Spaniol, Sara Spaniol, Missy Roberts, Eric Seppanen, 
Stephanie Seppanen, Will Swenson, Alix Charles, Judy Rosland, Robin Balster, and Bruce Forbush 
for help with the Palm Sunday services. 

Ralph Homann who constructed the “tomb” which we used throughout Holy Week. 

Candy Hamilton for the beautiful harp music on Maundy Thursday. 

Linnea Wilson, Daina Geisler, Barb Schmidt, Chuck Schmidt, and Cindy Cimo for setting up for the 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service.  
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The Festival Choir and Alleluia Ringers for beautiful music throughout Lent and Holy Week, but 
especially on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

The actors in the Returning Home series on Wednesday nights: Tyler Parks, Sal Garza, Dick Goers, 
Stephanie Seppanen, and Galen Banashak 

The set-up crew on the Saturday before Easter. They completely transformed the Sanctuary from 
Good Friday to Easter morning in a couple of hours! Jane Gavran, Scott Spaniol, Sara Spaniol, Daina 
Gaisler, Linnea Wilson, Pr. Katie, Betty Hines-Shah, Barb Schmidt, Chuck Schmidt, Carol Banashak, 
and Bruce Forbush. 

April Altar Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush and Lea Held 

April Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Schulte Family, Alleluia Ringers, Berg Family 

April offering counters: Linda Carpenter, Jim Schlegel, and Will Swenson 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  

Serving in May  
Altar Guild: 
Bruce Forbush and Linda Carpenter 
  
Ushers: 
8:30am worship: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, 
Steve Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde 
11:00am worship: Bob Rusthoven, Joe Kinahan, 
Carrie Gromer 
10:00am worship on Sunday, May 26: All 
available May ushers 
  

Offering Counters: 
Team 1: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
May 5 — Confirmation Reception  
May 12 — Bruce Forbush 
May 19 — Zalik Family 
May 26 — Hines-Shah Family   

Prayer Chain: Ann Doege  

 
Baptisms and Affirmation of Faith:  
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Noah Potter 
baptized on 
Easter Sunday, 
April 21, and 
Juliana 
Medrado Gary 
Affirmation of 
Faith on Easter 
Sunday, April 21.

Osanna Sabrina 
Charis Rice & 
Benedikt Robert 
Keith Rice 
baptized on 
Sunday, April 
28. Parents are 
Heike Burghart 
Rice & Steven 
Rice.
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Faithful Gardeners  
Help Wanted! All welcome.

We meet from 8:00-9:00am on the Second Saturday of each month May through October. Bring your 
own gloves. Light weeding, watering, and planting. Rain date is always the following Saturday. Mark 
your calendars: May 11, June 8, and July 13. Questions? Contact Connie Bothen 630.341.1657 text or 
email ckbothen@aol.com. 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Memorial Day through Labor Day Weekends


Sunday Worship at 10:00am 
Wednesday Worship at 7:00pm 

LWR Farmers Market Coffee 
LWR Farmers Market Coffee is sourced directly from 
coffee farmers participating in Lutheran World Relief 
projects.  

Every delicious cup helps transform poor communities 
that depend on their coffee crop to feed their families. 
Farmers are given a stable, predictable, and higher price 
upfront for their beans. With LWR Farmers Market 
Coffee, farmers aren’t just suppliers of coffee beans, they 
are partners in the coffee business. 

On Sunday, May 19, Mission Outreach will be selling Farmers Market Coffee between services. You 
can also purchase coffee online. For every purchase of LWR Farmers Market Coffee, $50 will be 
donated to LWR to support the livelihood of farmers worldwide.  

PLACE YOUR ORDER at lwrfarmersmarket.org/Illinois. 
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SUSTAINABLY SOURCED BY THRIVE FARMERS® SUSTAINABLY SOURCED BY THRIVE FARMERS®

GUSTAVO’S FARM IS TEEMING WITH LIFE.

There are dogs (including puppies), chickens, 
adult children, grandchildren — and there 
are coffee trees, which Gustavo says are the 
lifeblood of his farm.

“An old farmer once told me, ‘Take really good 
care of your coffee farm. That’s your daily 
bread.’” Gustavo explains.

There was a time when farming didn’t 
provide his family their daily bread. He 
says he used to work as a farm laborer, 
but that never met his family’s needs. So 
he worked hard to buy just over 8 hectares 
(about 20 acres) of land, on which he now 
grows coffee. Even then, he says, his family 
struggled. He used to sell his coffee to a 
middleman, who took most of his profits and 
left little for him to support his family.

With the help of people like you, Lutheran 
World Relief began working with Gustavo’s 
coffee cooperative, SOPPEXCCA, several years 
ago — helping farmers diversify their crops, 
better protect their environment and improve 
their coffee. Gustavo was a founding member 

of the cooperative and said it was founded 
so that farmers could get a better price for 
their coffee and provide for their children. 
He and other farmers have greatly improved 
their coffee crops by learning how to nurture 
a coffee tree so that it yields good quality 
cherries, how to wait for the cherries to turn 
bright red before picking, and now farmers 
have access to better processing equipment 
— like the wet mill Gustavo uses to remove the 
outer skin and pulp from his coffee cherries.

“Thanks to coffee, I now have bread for my 
children and grandchildren,” Gustavo says. 

Whereas Gustavo used to work as a laborer 
on other people’s land, he now works side 
by side with his sons in his own coffee fields. 
“I’m very proud my sons don’t have to sell 
their labor,” he says.

To Gustavo, coffee is more than just a crop.

“Coffee gives us life. Coffee is medicine,” he 
says. “If the world is passing you by, enjoy a 
cup of coffee — then get back to it.”

Meet Gustavo and his beautiful family and 
visit his coffee farm at lwr.org/coffee.

GUSTAVO’S FARM IS TEEMING WITH LIFE.

There are dogs (including puppies), chickens, 
adult children, grandchildren — and there 
are coffee trees, which Gustavo says are the 
lifeblood of his farm.

“An old farmer once told me, ‘Take really good 
care of your coffee farm. That’s your daily 
bread.’” Gustavo explains.

There was a time when farming didn’t 
provide his family their daily bread. He 
says he used to work as a farm laborer, 
but that never met his family’s needs. So 
he worked hard to buy just over 8 hectares 
(about 20 acres) of land, on which he now 
grows coffee. Even then, he says, his family 
struggled. He used to sell his coffee to a 
middleman, who took most of his profits and 
left little for him to support his family.

With the help of people like you, Lutheran 
World Relief began working with Gustavo’s 
coffee cooperative, SOPPEXCCA, several years 
ago — helping farmers diversify their crops, 
better protect their environment and improve 
their coffee. Gustavo was a founding member 

of the cooperative and said it was founded 
so that farmers could get a better price for 
their coffee and provide for their children. 
He and other farmers have greatly improved 
their coffee crops by learning how to nurture 
a coffee tree so that it yields good quality 
cherries, how to wait for the cherries to turn 
bright red before picking, and now farmers 
have access to better processing equipment 
— like the wet mill Gustavo uses to remove the 
outer skin and pulp from his coffee cherries.

“Thanks to coffee, I now have bread for my 
children and grandchildren,” Gustavo says. 

Whereas Gustavo used to work as a laborer 
on other people’s land, he now works side 
by side with his sons in his own coffee fields. 
“I’m very proud my sons don’t have to sell 
their labor,” he says.

To Gustavo, coffee is more than just a crop.

“Coffee gives us life. Coffee is medicine,” he 
says. “If the world is passing you by, enjoy a 
cup of coffee — then get back to it.”

Meet Gustavo and his beautiful family and 
visit his coffee farm at lwr.org/coffee.
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Gustavo says 
“Coffee is Life”

Gustavo says 
“Coffee is Life”
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Report of the Nominating Committee 
Congregational Meeting


May 19, 2019 at 9:45am

  

Nominees for Church Council 
(term commencing July 1, 2019) 

  
Vice President: Ron Lindberg 

President-elect (1 year term*) 
Secretary: Scott Spaniol 

(1 year term) 
Financial Secretary: Linda Carpenter 

(2-year term)  
At-large Member: Jacquie Ravnic 

(2 year term) 
At-large Member: Will Swenson 

(2 year term) 
  

*At conclusion of term, Vice President/President-elect serves one year term as President 
   

Church Council Members 
(continuing term - one year remaining to serve) 

  
President: Kris Mahon 

Treasurer: Mark Rosland 
At-large Member: Sandy Ditewig 

At-large Member: Douglas McArthur 
At-large Member: Stephanie Seppanen 

Nominating Committee: 
Bruce Forbush, Deborah Boling, Bob Johnson, 

Paula Hillier, Frank Masek, Marcelle Vogel 
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Thank You Redeemer! 
We Filled over 50 Buckets!


SPRING CLEANING BUCKET BRIGADE 
Helping Hands DuPage Refugee Assistance-LOVE, INC. 

Thank you for supporting our Mission Partner  
and filling over 50 buckets with cleaning supplies! 

Pads Ministry: Homeless in DuPage 
Time To Sign Up

It is time once again to help with Redeemer’s PADS ministry to the homeless in DuPage. Our first 
weekend is Sat night/Sun morning, May 25/26. The second is Aug 31/Sep 1.   

This mission will likely need more people helping this year as we 
will be operating the May weekend at Covenant Church, just 4 
blocks away. Due to our construction work they have agreed to let 
us operate the shelter there during May/June, and Union Church 
(2 blocks away) has offered their facilities during July. That is 
great news, but we will likely need more help on our clean-up 
crew, and the bulk of our food preparation will be at home. 
Stephanie Seppanen will coordinate that effort.   

While Aug 31 seems like a long way from now, it would be helpful 
if you can look at your calendar and sign up for both if possible. To sign up, either go to the links 
below or call Dirk Landis (312-953-9547) or Valerie Lee (630-734-0991) and they will sign you up. 

Saturday/Sunday, May 25/26 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here1 

Saturday/Sunday, Aug 31-Sep 1 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here3 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Should We Restore or Give to the Poor?

“He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.” —Proverbs 14:21 

The Notre Dame Cathedral fire in Paris began on Monday, April 15, 
2019 and ended the following day. This world-renowned building, 
which dates back to the 12th Century, seemed to be destined for 
destruction as millions around the globe watched the flames and the 
smoke rise above its ancient walls. Priceless paintings and religious 
artefacts from within were saved, as were the twin medieval bell 
towers; but repair and restoration of the cathedral will take years and 
will cost well over a billion dollars. Within one week of the fire, 
enough money has been donated to restore the cathedral. Some say 
that all of that money would be much better spent helping to relieve world poverty. What do you say 
– should we restore or give to the poor?     

Hopefully, your answer is the same as mine. In so many instances, 
the answer is not ‘either – or’. The answer is ‘both – and’. We should 
‘both’ preserve historic buildings ‘and’ have mercy on the poor. 
Historic buildings that are old and have significant stories attached to 
them may be worth the trouble of preserving. In my hometown of 
Fancy Farm, Kentucky, there is a stately red brick building up on a 
hill near the center of town. Built in 1909 as the St. Jerome 
Schoolhouse, it was the center of education for generations of my 
family and friends. A few years ago, there was a remarkably calm 
debate about whether the building should be destroyed or restored. 

The champions of restoration won the day and it now stands as a museum and magnet for many local 
events. Its strong foundation and history will live on to educate and entertain future generations. Not 
even a penny of the local Church funds is being spent on preservation, utilities, or upkeep of the 
building. That is coming from generous donors. The Church continues its mission of loving and 
caring for those in need while providing worship, music, and the sacraments for its parishioners. An 
abundance mindset is at work in that community. 

When we approach a question such as “Should we restore or give to the poor?”, an abundance 
mindset (rather than a scarcity mindset) helps to make the answer quite simple. When a scarcity 
mindset thrives, people compete for available resources. They hoard. They steal. They sinfully despise 
their neighbor: they envy the neighbor who has too much, and complain that the neighbor who has 
too little does not work hard enough. There really is plenty out there, and enough to share for 
everyone. Admittedly, some people have immensely more than others; but we all have access to the 
earth’s riches. It is just a matter of how to access what we need and what we desire. One of the 
organizations to which I belong is Access DuPage, where we help provide access to healthcare for 
those who would otherwise not have that access. Working together with great love, through cultures 
of collaboration, we can help one another – whether accessing healthcare, feeding the poor, or 
restoring historic sites.  

As we continue our Healthy Spiritual Journey, let us both ‘restore’ historic sites so that future 
generations can know our shared past, and ‘give’ great love to those who are poor and in need. 

In God’s Love, Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“Life in abundance comes only through great love.” —Elbert Hubbard 
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May 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
6pm Confirmation 
Walk-though  
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

2 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and the 
Community 
7pm Worship & 
Music Mtg.

3 4

5  Confirmation 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
12pm Confirmation 
Reception  

6 
7pm Mission 
Outreach Mtg.

7 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

8 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

9 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg.

10 11 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners

12  Mother’s Day 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Ed. Hour 
11am Worship 
6pm Youth Group 
(Graeb House)

13 14 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise Band 
6:30pm Al Anon

15 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

16 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council 
Mtg.

17 18

19 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am SS Hour 
9:45am 
Congregational Mtg. 
11am Worship

20 21 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

22 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

23 
7:30am Prayer Group

24 25 
Redeemer 
Volunteers for 
PADS at 
Covenant Church

26 
10am Worship

27 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

28 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band

29 
10am RR Mtg. 
5:45pm Handbells 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Fest. Choir

30 
7:30am Prayer Group

31
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the Redeemer Record 
Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 
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Periodical

Sundays at 10:00am 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

Begins Memorial Day Weekend 
Sunday, May 26

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

