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Not Limited By Our Construction 
In our Wednesday worship services, we open every week with a litany 
that calls us to acknowledge God’s presence in places “not limited by our 
construction.” It seems ironically fitting as we navigate these months of 
Renewing Redeemer and all the changes we have endured as we await 
the completion of the renovation.  
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When we first “Imagined the Difference” a renewed church building 
would make, I didn’t realize how far our imaginations would take us. I 
am still so proud of the $1.4M pledged, given, and dedicated to this 
project that will make our bathrooms truly accessible, brighten and 
lighten our fellowship hall, create new gathering spaces, and update our 
offices. But I am also proud of the flexibility we have all exhibited during 
this time to make this possible. 

When the Childcare Room was under construction, we moved our toys 
into the Parish Room. When the Parish Room was divided to make room 
for offices, we moved worship into the new narthex. When quilters 
couldn’t meet to make quilts, they started having fellowship lunches. 
When we could not use our basement to house our homeless neighbors, 
we found neighboring churches to step up and host PADS. We have used 

different entrances, different bathrooms, even different pews during this time, all in the cause of 
getting ready for better things to come. 

This seems to me like such good practice for life and for welcoming in God’s kingdom. 

In 2nd Corinthians, we hear of a community in jeopardy. The treasure of faith is held in the “clay jars” 
of our bodies and of our churches. The author of the letter encourages us to “…not lose heart,” “for 
this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 
because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” 2nd Corinthians 4:16-18 

We know this construction period is both temporary and necessary. All this mess enables something 
greater to come into being. And perhaps it stands for something more. Using rooms for different 
purposes fosters creativity. Needing to seek the help of our neighboring churches grows the gift of 
community. Enduring dust and noise makes us patient. These all remind us that all that we have and 
all that we are is temporary.   

And there’s more…  
 
Just as Redeemer’s architect has a plan for our church, so God, our divine architect, has a plan for us.  

Just as Redeemer’s construction crew is hard at work building something new, so too the Holy Spirit 
is at work in each of us, reshaping, rebuilding, and renewing us. 

Can we imagine that difference? 
 
In just a few more weeks, the Renewing Redeemer construction project will be done. Renewing 
Redeemer is only the beginning of a process to renew, not only our church, but also each of us, and 
through us, our community. As we enter into the fall, may we enjoy the fruits of our labors – and be 
inspired to continue God’s renewing work in and through our lives. 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Ministry Together 
Just thinking about the proportion of the New Testament that is devoted to writing about how we 
should live together as Christians probably tells us all we need to know about the intricacies of living 
in Christian community. As Jesus turned our gaze on the outcast and the vulnerable in his ministry, 
Paul admonished communities to minister to the vulnerable in their midst. Sometimes we are the 
person praying the prayer, bringing the meal, mentoring youth, and sometimes we are the person 
who needs our fellow members of the body of Christ to minister to us. 

Redeemer reaches members who are in need of ministry in many ways in addition to everyday acts of 
kindness and generosity. They pray for those in need. They make meals to help families who need it. 
Members visit those who cannot attend worship regularly. They mentor and encourage youth to grow 
in faith. This happens without publicity and fanfare, but it is the very essence of Christian 
community, drawing in the presence of people who can’t be there and bringing members of the body 
of Christ a caring presence. 

This month, I’d like to draw your attention to some of these ministries and encourage you to think 
about whether you might become part of one of these ministries.  

Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain is composed of several Redeemer members who have committed to pray faithfully 
for our members and acquaintances who have health or other issues weighing on them. We are happy 
to do this and would like to invite other members to join us. If you have a prayer request or would 
like to become a Prayer Chain member, please do not hesitate to call the church office or Ann Doege 
(630-654-0533). 

Friend To Friend Program

Whether a family or church member(s) is celebrating the birth of a baby or recovering from an 
unexpected surgery, being able to help with meals is a critical way to lend support. It is a very 
important ministry at Redeemer to help our friends from church.   

When a need arises, an email is sent to the friend to friend support group, and they let the 
coordinator know if they can make a meal. If you would like to have your name added to the list of 
volunteers that provide meals, please email Kris Mahon at dmahon4@comcast.net. There’s no 
obligation if you can’t make a meal, and meals can take many forms (takeout is allowed), but you 
won’t know the need, if you don’t sign up! 

Visitation Ministry

Pastors are not the only ones who can bring communion to a homebound person! Ina Alikhan and 
Melissa Roberts are two Redeemer members who visit others regularly. It’s a rewarding way to make 
your faith active in love. I am happy to have anyone come along on a communion visit if you think it 
might be something you’d try. Email me at Kaari.Reierson@gmail.com. 
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Ministry with Youth

Redeemer has a really active and creative youth program. They integrate confirmands into youth 
group, they offer summer service and education programming (see below), and they work to foster a 
sense of community among parents.  

This summer alone, here are a few events for youth: 
•PADS breakfast May 26: our youth prepared breakfast for PADS (starting at 4:30am) and 
transported the food to Covenant Church and then served our PADS guests. 

•Vacation Bible School: this summer, due to our construction project, Redeemer partnered with 
Union Church for VBS. Our church families could register their children for the Union program 
and Redeemer provided both youth and adult volunteers to help Union staff their program. 

•Youth Group Mission Trip: our youth will travel to Colorado Springs for their annual summer 
mission trip. Our youth have been participating in several fundraising efforts to help reduce their 
travel costs. 

•PADS youth set-up and dinner preparation on August 31. 

This group is talking about:  
New Sunday school systems, parent support groups, so that people can share advice, resources and 
experience, and Bible study group possibilities.  

Tyler Parks, the director of youth and family ministries, can tell you more about the many ways to 
help Redeemer nurture the faith of young Lutherans. His email is tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org. 

Wishing you grace and peace, 
Rev. Kaari Reierson 

New Song 
Summer Music at Redeemer

After several months of construction, we are finally starting to be able to see and imagine the final 
results. Our music groups take a little break for the summer but will be back this fall…AND this fall 
we are excited to offer some new musical opportunities for children! Be sure to check out all the ways 
your family can participate in music at Redeemer! 

Music Ministry programs start up weekly rehearsals again on 
Wednesday, August 28. Talk to me if you have any questions. 

Alleluia Ringers: Wednesdays 5:45—6:45pm 
Festival Choir: Wednesdays 7:30—9:00pm 
Praise Band: 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm & 4th Tuesdays at 7:00pm 
Children’s Choir: Time TBA 

Blessings,  
Heike 
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Hymn Survey Results 
The Music and Worship committee has been delighted to read 
your responses to the recent hymn survey. Over the summer, we 
will be seeking out individuals to share stories about their favorite 
hymns during our Wednesday evening services this fall. We are also 
making every effort to incorporate favorite hymns into worship 
services, as appropriate. Thank you again for your responses!  

Wednesday Night Worship  
On Wednesday nights, we continue to hear from our recent confirmands as they share with us their 
full Faith Statements. On some weeks, we will hear Redeemer members sharing “where I found God 
on summer vacation.” Our summer worship space is the newly-finished, beautiful Narthex. When 
weather permits, we may worship amongst nature. Don’t miss this midweek opportunity for worship, 
Holy Communion, and fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Summer Choir and Bells 
Join us for Summer Choir or Bells! You don’t need to be a member of the Festival Choir or Alleluia 
Ringers to participate, just come at 9:00am to learn some simple music that will be incorporated in 
our worship service that day. Ask a friend to join you if you don’t want to come alone. All ages are 
welcome! 

Summer Choir: August 4 
Summer Bells: August 11 and 18 

Children’s Music 
Do you have an elementary school aged child who loves music? We are beginning plans for musical 
activities for children here at Redeemer, and we want your input as we decide about logistical details 
for this group. Please talk to Heike about your interested child(ren) or if you are willing to help 
provide adult supervision. 
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Alleluia Ringers Go On the Road 
On June 6, the Alleluia Ringers played a concert at The Birches. It was a fun opportunity to share 
music we have worked on all yearlong to a very gracious audience. Afterwards, we visited with the 
residents and gave them an opportunity to tryout the handbells and chimes. They gave us beautiful 
roses along with their applause as thanks. 
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Welcome Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 25 

10:00am: Worship
11:00am: Ice Cream Social and 

Welcome Intern Karl Anliker
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Capital Campaign Update 
Renovations are well underway at Redeemer. It is exciting to see all the 
work that is happening! And, what you are not seeing is that we continue 
to collect gifts and pledges for our Capital Campaign. In June, we 
reached the magical mark of over $1,000,000 in gifts and pledge 
payments! Combined with transfers from the balance sheet, which 
brings us to a total cash on-hand of $1,125,048. We are on track to 
securing $1.4M to pay for our renovations. 

We continue to cover expenses with our cash on-hand. We believe we 
will start to utilize the loan from our endowment fund sometime in late 
August and will be able to cover all of our costs within the total amount 
approved in May 2018 which was $350,000.   
  
Thank you for staying on schedule with your pledge payments. 
  
Living Christ’s Call – Imagine the Difference! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Renewing Redeemer 
We continue to make excellent progress. The curved glass wall in the narthex has been 
completed with a delightful result along with a new ceiling and lighting. Work has commenced 
on the upper level with completion of demolition and will soon begin construction of new walls 
and ceiling. It has required much work and coordination, and we look forward to the near term 
completion of our Renewed Redeemer. 

  
Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair 
 

Check out the progress! 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Colorado Springs Mission Trip  
We are so thankful for all those who have supported our 
youth traveling to Colorado Springs this summer for a 
week of intentional service alongside local mission 
partners helping to minister to those in need. At the time 
of writing this, we have raised close to $750 with our 
Easter Breakfast fundraiser, and our Envelope Wall 
fundraiser has resulted in over $4,000 in envelopes being 
taken down off the wall, and already, two-thirds of them 
have been returned! Thank you for your support. 

Welcome Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 25 at 11:00am  
Join us on the last Sunday in August as we welcome our 
intern Karl Anliker after 10:00am worship. Karl is from 
Indianapolis and is a graduate of Valparaiso University 
where he majored in History and served as Head 
Sacristan (head of the Altar Guild). He served a year in 
the Lutheran Volunteer Corp in Milwaukee at All People’s 
Lutheran Church working primarily in youth ministry. He 
also worked as a special programs director with Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries. He’s especially interested in pastoral 
care, church administration, and story telling. Karl is 
married to Charlotte who is a preschool teacher. They 
have no children or pets. Come and introduce yourself! 

Sunday School Begins September 15  
We will be kicking off Sunday School on Sunday, 
September 15 this year, as Sunday, September 8 will be 
“God’s Work Our Hands Day” — a service opportunity 
that the entire congregation can participate in — where 
we fill backpacks with school supplies for those who may 
be in need. Join us for “God’s Work Our Hands Day” on 
Sunday, September 8 and then return for Sunday School 
Kick Off on Sunday, September 15. Please bring a 
completed registration form (located on our website: 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org) or you can fill one out on 
Sunday, September 15!   

Sunday School Rally Day — September 8 at 9:45am 
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Confirmation 
News


As we prepare for the Fall, all 
students ,7th grade and older, 

are invited to participate in 
Redeemer’s Confirmation 

program; an opportunity for 
youth to come together in 

fellowship to discover more 
about the stories of our 
Christian faith and our 

Lutheran tradition.  

Confirmation takes place on 
Wednesday Nights from 6:00–
7:30pm. Invitation letters will 
be mailed in the month of July 
to families of those who will be 

starting 7th – 8th grade, so 
please mark your calendars 

now!  

Parent Orientation Night  
Wednesday, August 21 

6:00pm 
This is the perfect opportunity 

to learn more about how 
Redeemer does Confirmation, 

as well as gives parents an 
opportunity to meet the 

leadership and be a part of the 
faith formation in the lives of 

our students. 

Confirmation Program Kick Off  
Wednesday, August 28 

 6:00pm 
This will be our first 

Confirmation session of the new 
program year. Students are 

encouraged to attend regularly 
as they continue to grow in their 

faith. 
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Weekly High School Youth Group Starts 
Over the years, Redeemer has experimented with different strategies in the faith formation of our 
high school students. We understand that one of the most important factors in the development of 
adolescents is consistency. That is why, this fall, we will be launching a High School Youth Group 
experience where students (9th—12th grade) can meet to be in fellowship, work together in team 
building activities and service opportunities, all while continuing to explore their faith on a regular 
basis. Youth Group will meet weekly throughout the program year on Sunday evenings 
from 6:00—8:00pm. 

Youth Group Parent Orientation

Sunday, August 25 at 6:00pm 
This will be the perfect opportunity for parents and students to learn about 
what is to come in regards to High School Youth Group, as well as be a part 
of the conversation for the upcoming summer trip. The summer trip is 
different every summer (National Youth Gathering in Houston in 2018, 
Mission Trip to Colorado Springs in 2019, Outdoor Adventure Trip – 
Location TBD – in 2020). You and your student will be able to hear about 
three Outdoor Adventure Options for the coming summer, as well as 
experience some team building activities. Please RSVP with Tyler, 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org, by Sunday, August 18, so we know how many 
to expect!  

Youth Group Kick Off

Sunday, September 8 at 6:00pm 
This will be our first Youth Group of the year, as we will not meet over Labor Day weekend due to 
serving PADS Dinner on Saturday, August 31. Please RSVP your student by Sunday, August 25, so 
that we can plan accordingly! Students will meet weekly to connect with their faith and each other as 
they participate in high school youth group. 

Confirmation Faith Statements 
Eric Seppanen 

I have been going to church since a time I cannot even remember today. Just like 
many of my fellow confirmands, I was baptized very shortly after my birth, and 
became a Lutheran. I specifically remember going to Sunday school back when I 
was really young. Sunday school was special because it was the first time I started 
learning about God, Jesus, the Bible, and so on. I have always had a relationship 
with God, but this was the time when I started to truly understand him. My mom 
and dad would always talk to me about the lessons after we went to church. I had a 

children's bible with pictures in it, so I became familiar with all the stories very early on. I have 
continued all my life to go to Sunday school and have learned more and more about God.  

I have always had a relationship with God. How strong of a relationship that is has differed over the 
years. I have always found myself turning to God during hardships, whether it was problems at 
school, with friends, or truly anything. One example of this was when I was being picked on during 
Middle School. Kids would call me names and harass me simply for being small. God gave me the 
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courage to stand up the boy who was bullying me, and eventually even forgive him. One bible verse 
that illustrates this is Isaiah 41:10, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” With 
everything that goes on in my life, more and more this phrase is proven to be true. Having been 
through 2 years of confirmation, while I don’t know everything, I certainly have learned so much 
more about God. I am certain I have a lot to grow in my relationship with God, just like almost 
everybody in the congregation. On a final note, I am so fortunate to have such a supporting family 
and church. During Confirmation, I had the kindest guides, Mr. Masek and Mrs. Shepell. They were 
funny and kind while still teaching me so much about the Bible. As for my family, my parents are 
always willing to talk to me about my faith life, which is helpful when I am going through difficult 
situations. God is a mysterious being, but with so much support I am understanding him more and 
more each day. 

Alex Sheppel 

Faith: the definition of faith is “complete trust or confidence in someone or 
something.” Sometimes you must have faith in Jesus, God, and other people.  

My name is Alex Sheppel. I’m in 8th grade at Butler Junior High in Oak Brook. In 
the Fall I will be attending Hinsdale Central High School.  Currently, I have the 
rank of Star in Scouts of America and I am working towards the rank of Life Scout. 
In the end, my goal is reaching the highest rank which is Eagle Scout. In Scouting, 
we try to live our lives by the Scout Oath, Law, and Motto. The first part of the 

scout oath reads; On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and My Country.  I believe this 
is a strong link between my faith and Scouting.  

I think that I am the closest to God when I serve the community by helping at the food pantry. I help 
disadvantaged people get food and other items that they need. While doing this, I feel like I am closer 
to God and it is something that I believe God wants me to do.  

I think that God’s plan for me is to continue participating in different events like the food pantry, The 
high school Redeemer Lutheran Youth Group, PADS, and other volunteer opportunities. 

I have chosen Philippians 2:4 as my main verse, Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others.” I think that this quote from the book of Philippians 
relates to me and what I do in Scouting because and I try to make underprivileged people’s lives 
easier when I can. This verse is in line with my values as a Christian and as a Scout. 

Preston Sieben 

It was a normal day at school in mid-October, besides the fact that we were 
running the pacer in gym. I wasn’t prepared, but in a way I was. I had always loved 
running and I was certainly good at it, but I still didn’t feel ready. I was in 8th 
grade now, so for me, that meant bigger expectations. My previous record on the 
pacer was about 95 (a trip across the gym but not back). It had been a while since I 
had gotten a good score because as I got older the tests seemed to get harder. I 
knew that probably wasn’t true, but I didn’t stop thinking about it. We were finally 
released from the locker room and let into the actual gym. We did our warm-ups 
like normal and then we finally lined up. My friends and I were talking about how 

we weren’t ready and how we had no clue we were running today. Luckily for me, I had just gotten 
new shoes, so I had a good amount of grip on them. I was excited but scared. I was also clueless but 
conscious. Most importantly though, I was ready. I started running and 10 minutes later we hit 80. I 
was feeling good. I felt like I could go more. Someone who had ran before me had gotten 107. I 
thought that was crazy, but I also though that it was a beatable score. I kept running the best I could 
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as the numbers kept counting (96, 97, 98, 99, and 100!) Finally, I had broken 100 laps! I was feeling 
good inside, but I knew I wasn’t done yet. I had been running by myself since around 85, for my 
friends had given up. I didn’t try to beat my score for myself only. I also wanted to win it for my 
friends because they were the ones that told me to beat 107 laps. 

Another 30 seconds went by and I hit 106 laps. I knew I could get 108 easily because if I gave up, it 
would have been back where my friends stopped. I was too far to stop now. That was it I had hit 108 
laps. I beat that score and when I did, I wasn’t the only person who was excited. Before this I felt 
nervous but now, I know that I had done something great because I didn’t give up. This was 
important to me back then because I set a new record for myself and I did something I never thought 
I could do. A Bible verse that relates to this story is Galatians 6:9. The verse states, “Let us not 
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. This 
is my favorite verse because it explains how you should never give up in your faith. Not only will your 
faith appear when you are in church, it will also appear when you are doing things in your everyday 
life. As I get older, I will remember this day and how it connected to my faith because it will remind 
me that there is no good outcome if you give up on your life or give up in your life. 

Vacation Bible School Highlights  
Our partnership with Union Church in Hinsdale for Vacation Bible School was a great success! Our 
children were able to interact with a wonderful theme that challenged them to go beyond each day 
with faith, kindness, boldness, thankfulness, and hope! We especially want to thank the following 
volunteers for spending time with our children over this past week, helping to make the week go so 
smoothly. Thank you to Sarah Rusthoven (1st Grade Leader), Jon Swanson (4th Grade Leader), Kyra 
Graeb (5th Grade Leader), Maya Conway (5th Grade Leader), Kate Sahlas (5th Grade Adult Leader), 
Nate Conway (Snack Helper), Colette Conway (Arts and Crafts Helper), Abby Antinossi (AV Helper & 
Float Leader.) 
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Thank you to…. 
Outgoing Church Council Officers and Members: Lanny Wilson, President; Marie McGann, Member 
at large; and Bob Rusthoven, Member at large. We truly appreciate your leadership and devotion to 
Redeemer these past two years!  

July 2019 – June 2020 Incoming and continuing Church Council Officers and Members: Kris 
Mahon, President; Ron Lindberg, Vice President; Scott Spaniol, Secretary; Linda Carpenter, 
Financial Secretary; Mark Rosland, Treasurer; Jacquie Ravnic, Member at large; Will Swenson, 
Member at large; Sandy Ditewig, Member at large; Douglas McArthur, Member at large; Stephanie 
Seppanen, Member at large. Thank you for your time and dedication to Redeemer!   

Our devoted Altar Guild members and officers! Lea Held our 2018-2019 Vice President; 2019-2020 
Altar Guild officers: Bruce Forbush, President; Judy Rosland, Vice President; Carol Banashak, Sec./
Treasurer. Current members of Altar Guild: Carolyn Burjan, Jo Changelian, Sue Coughlin, Sandy 
Ditewig, Stephanie Douglas, Jane Gavran, Carrie Gromer, Lea Held, Karen Johnson, Mary Landis, 
and Cay Warner. 

Lanny and Linnea Wilson for hosting the June Church Council Retreat.  

Scott and Lou Felde and son, John, for their help hanging the Pentecost red swag.  

Mark Entsminger for leading Bible Study.  

Crystal Workman for reorganizing the children’s worship bags.  

Chuck Schmidt for overseeing our sump pump inspection.  

Karen Burns and Bruce Forbush for volunteering to help at the funeral of Emma Whitten. 

Craig Chapello for being our go to computer problem solver. 

Alex Sheppel, Preston Sieben, and Eric Seppanen for sharing your Confirmation Faith Statements 
during our June Wednesday evening worship services.  

The Faithful Gardeners for working in June: Connie Bothen, Gwen Entsminger, Diane Homann, Sue 
Murphy and granddaughter Natalie, Pat Quast, Steve Taillie, Linnea Wilson 

June Altar Guild volunteers: Bruce Forbush, Sue Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan 

June Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Rachel Hudson, Seppanen family, 
Linnea Wilson, Juliana Medrado Gary, Nicole Farias, Mary & Dirk Landis 

June offering counters: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, Will Swenson 

June ushers: Chuck Schmidt, Andy Schoneman, Mary Landis, Mike 
Corcoran 

Festival Choir and section leaders Sal Garza and Erin Matonte for finishing 
another season of wonderful music in worship. Thank you especially for 
the Pentecost Choral Evensong at Grace Episcopal Church on June 9. 

Alleluia Ringers for a season of beautiful, meaningful ringing amidst much chaos and confusion 
during the construction project. Thank you for your generous spirits as we ministered to the residents 
at The Birches on June 6.  

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  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Serving in July  
Altar Guild: 
Sue Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan, and Karen 
Johnson 
  
Ushers at 10:00am: 
Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, Jim Toomey, Paul 
Rosland, Jr., Douglas McArthur 
  
Offering Counters: 
Team 4: Linda Carpenter, Jim and Margaret 
Schlegel 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
July 7 — Parks Family 
July 14 — Marge Chapello  
July 21 — Corcoran Family 
July 28 — Kate Sahlas  

Prayer Chain: Ann Doege 

 

Serving in August  

Altar Guild: 
Jo Changelian, Sue Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan, 
and Judy Rosland 
  
Ushers at 10:00am: 
Linda Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer 
Sheppel, Rick Vogel, Sue Metzler 
  
Offering Counters: 
Team 3: Carolyn Burjan, Jerry Burjan, Mary 
Landis 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 
August 4 — open  
August 11 — open  
August 18 — open  
August 25 — open  

Prayer Chain: Ann Doege 

Member's Change of Address 
Ellie & Dick Goers, 501 Lake Hinsdale Drive, 
Apt. 504, Willowbrook, IL 60527 

Karen & Joe Kinahan, 505 North Lake Shore 
Drive, Unit 5507, Chicago, IL 60611 

Death in the Church Family 
Emma Whitten (mother of Sonya Hook) 
Emma Mae Whitten, 71 years old of 
Hinsdale, passed away the morning of 
June 2nd, 2019 surrounded by family. 
Emma is survived by her daughter and 

son-in-law, Sonya and Kenneth Hook; her 
5 grandsons, Justin (April) Hook, Tobin 
Hook, Tyler Hook, Trevor Hook, and 
Trenton Hook; her sister, Rosetta Young; 
countless nieces and nephews; and many 
cherished friends. Emma was an avid 
reader who made the most of her library 
membership. Other hobbies included 
traveling to tropical places, going to the 
theatre, and shopping at the mall. Nothing 
gave her more joy than to spend time with 
friends and family. She will be deeply 
missed. The funeral service was at 
Redeemer on Wednesday, June 5.  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Baptism: Conrad Charles Suess 
baptized on Sunday, June 23. 

Parents are Elena and Jared Suess.

Twins Born 
in June! 

Abigail Li & 
Bethanee 
Lou were 

born. 
Parents are 
Chris & Ya 
Li White.
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June Weddings at Redeemer


 

Faithful Gardeners  
We meet from 8:00-9:00am on the Second Saturday of each month this summer through October. 
Bring your own gloves. Light weeding, watering, and planting. Rain date is always the following 
Saturday. Mark your calendars: August 10, September 14, and October 12 (last month). Questions? 
Contact Connie Bothen 630.341.1657 text or email ckbothen@aol.com. 

HCS Food Drive 
Mission Outreach would like to let you know that we will be conducting our annual food drive for the 
HCS Food Pantry during the month of August. A donation box will be set up in the hallway. Any 
packaged or canned items are welcome. We just ask that they have ample time left on any expiration 
dates. In the past, the pantry had been especially in need of items like feminine hygiene products, 
toilet paper, disposable diapers, soap and other personal care items. If there are additional items they 
especially need, we will update you as the time draws closer. 

Redeemer has always come through with significant donations in 
the past. And the need is no less great this year. The Hinsdale 
pantry has historically served Southeast DuPage County but has 
now expanded to also serve parts of west central Cook County. 
They are located in the Memorial Building in Hinsdale and also 
operate a second pantry at the Anne M. Jeans Elementary School 
in Willowbrook. Thank you for supporting this important 
ministry. 
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JoAnna Diipla and 
Jason Gutwein were 

married on Saturday, 
June 15.  

Juliana Medrado and 
Dayna Gary were 

married on Saturday, 
June 29.  

Allison Chapello and 
Dan Lippold were 

married on Saturday, 
June 8. 

mailto:ckbothen@aol.com
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Mission Outreach School Kits 
Collecting Monetary Donations

Sunday September 8 at 9:45am 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. Project Promise School Kits are 
sent to places where even the few required school supplies may be more than a family can afford. 
Pencils and paper can help write a positive future. In September, our Mission Outreach team will 
once again host a School Kit Packing event. We plan to pack 500 school kits for shipment to Lutheran 
World Relief overseas partners.  

We are fundraising for the kits a little differently this 
year. Rather than asking you to search for and purchase 
the various items needed to pack the school kits, this 
year we have School Kit Backpacks “for sale” at $10 
each. 

Please see the bulletin board in the hallway for donation 
envelopes. Each $10 donation allows us to purchase the 
items needed to fill one School Kit Backpack. 

Thank you for your help! 

Pads Ministry: Homeless in DuPage 

With many people traveling over the summer, it would be very helpful to flesh out our signup now for 
Labor Day weekend. Kids will be back in school by then, so bring them along for setup, breakfast or 
cleanup. Redeemer youth will be doing the dinner. To sign up, use the link below or call Bob Johnson 
(630-235-8792). Thank you! 

Saturday/Sunday, Aug 31-Sep 1 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ba9ab28a31-here3 
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Church and Community Update 
Our mission: to inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and 
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our 
community and beyond. 

The Church and Community Small Group meets monthly on the first Thursday at 5:00pm. We 
are a group of Redeemer members who come together and work to live up to our mission. We always 
welcome new members to the group, whether you want to officially join or just pop in to listen and 
discuss! If interested or if you have any questions, please feel free to contact one of the following 
people: Sara Spaniol, Scott Spaniol, Mary Landis, Dirk Landis. 

In the past month, we have accomplished a number of things, including: 

•Visit to Precious Blood Ministries - some Redeemer members toured Precious Blood Ministries 
to learn more about their efforts of healing and reconciliation for those who were wrongfully 
convicted and incarcerated. 

•Small Group Discussion: Immigration and Pixar - members of Church and Community 
gathered to discuss what the Bible tells us about immigration and welcome and how it connects to 
the Pixar short film, Bao. 

•All Community Read – The Unitarian Church of Hinsdale invited us to join them and numerous 
other Christian and community-based organizations in an all community read of the book White 
Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. The plan is to read the book over the summer and then participate 
in community-wide discussions in the Fall. More information to come. 

Looking ahead, our current initiatives include: 

Faith on Tap 
2nd Sunday of the Month (next 
meeting August 11) 
1:00–3:00pom  
Black Horizon Brewing Company 
in Willowbrook, IL 
This is a fun and casual monthly 
gathering where young adults (and 
the young at heart) gather to enjoy 
each other’s company over drinks 
while exploring topics connecting 

faith with issues of social concern. Questions? Contact Scott Spaniol. 

PADS Experience  
Saturday, October 5th through Sunday, October 6th  
Time, Cost, and Registration TBD 

In collaboration with Mission Outreach, PADS, and Youth and Family Ministry, we are working on a 
weekend-long event that will include an immersive experience into what it is like to be a PADS guest. 
SAVE THE DATE! And watch for more details coming soon! Questions? Contact Sara Spaniol. 
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METRO CHICAGO ELCA SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORT, 2019

Each year the Metro Chicago Synod of the ELCA, in which Redeemer is a member, holds an 
Assembly.  The business of the Assembly includes commemorations of congregation and leader 
anniversaries; memorializations and resolutions about topics of churchwide concern; presentation 
and approval of a budget; a report of the state of the church by the national ELCA representative and 
Synod bishop, Wayne Miller; election of officers to the Synodical Council; and, as was the case this 
year, election of a new bishop.   

Two resolutions were discussed in workshops, revised in plenary session, and passed by the 
Assembly this year:   
  
 —the first called upon Metro Chicago Synod congregations, conferences (Redeemer is in the 
Near West Conference), agencies and institutions to study and act upon the  ELCA’s “Faith, Sexism 
and Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action” social statement, and be guided by its convictions and 
commitments; it should be noted that the social statement has not yet been adopted, but will come 
before the churchwide Assembly for approval in August in Milwaukee; 
  
 —the second called upon Synod congregations to be proactive in dealing with depression and 
intentional death (or suicide); Redeemer’s Lanny Wilson (and DuPage Railroad Safety Council Chair) 
was its co-sponsor.  The resolution asked each church to make suicide prevention resources available 
to its members; while these resources would be site specific, they might include education on the 
ELCA’s own commitment to suicide prevention, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline contact 
information, professional referral for those who are clinically depressed, and greater awareness of the 
role loneliness and depression contribute to the intentional death impulse, and how to intervene to 
disarm it. 

A highlight of recent Assemblies has been 
the drum-accompanied Bible story-telling 
by Bishop Miller.  This year he riffed on the 
call by God of the boy Samuel.  His message 
centered on the ‘congregation’ as the locus 
of Christian community, the threats to our 
congregations, and the opportunities each 
has.  Among the threats are rejection of the 
Christian way of life, our own ethical 
complacency, our failure of nerve to act on 
our faith, and lack of imagination about 
how we can be ‘church’ in an increasingly 
secular world. He pointed out that as a 
society, we have normalized racism and 
xenophobia, realities which used to be 
called SIN!  Yet, even while threatened, the 
Church is rich in opportunity: we live in the midst of a huge mission field, have unparalleled 
possibilities for interfaith and ecumenical partnerships, and we have vast global networks to draw 
upon.  What we do with these opportunities is the congregational challenge. 

Finally, for many, the election of a new bishop was the Assembly highlight. From over 60 nominated 
candidates, six—four women, two men, three people of color—distinguished themselves.  From this 
group, Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected on the fourth ballot, to serve for six years.  Bishop-elect Curry 
has community organizing and congregational ministry experience, both of which will serve the 
Church well as his term unfolds.  

Faithfully,  
Rev. Linnea B. Wilson        
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
An Eye for An Eye


“You have heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you…”  
—Matthew 5:38-39a 

Jesus makes a strong argument to forgive those who have 
offended us and to love those who might be our enemies. Rather 
than taking an eye when an eye has been harmed or removing 
another’s tooth when that person has broken ours, it seems that 
Jesus would appeal to our common humanity, viewing crime as 
an offense against neighbors and not just violations of law. 
Perhaps He would recommend taking action to repair harm 
rather than to punish the offender by causing more harm. 
Perhaps he would encourage the offenders to seek forgiveness 
and make reparation instead of isolating them or imprisoning 
them. Perhaps Jesus would emphasize dialogue and negotiation 
rather than adversarial relationships. Rather than pain and 
punitive punishment, I believe that Jesus would encourage 
reconciliation and restoration. Instead of the community waiting 
for justice, the community would help facilitate the restorative 
justice process. In each instance, I believe that Jesus would 
promote restorative rather than retributive justice if He were 
living among us today.  

      
It seems that restorative justice, a process of problem solving and healing after 
injury, has merit over a justice system that promotes punishment and isolation. 
Over the past year, I have read about and participated in conversations addressing 
the difference between retributive justice and restorative justice, spurred by a 
series our Church recently sponsored called “Jesus and Justice”. Coincidentally, 
one of my favorite authors, T. Carlos Anderson, wrote There is a Balm in 
Huntsville – A True Story of Tragedy and Restoration From the Heart of the 
Texas Prison System, and it inspired me to learn more. At this point in my 
education, it seems that retributive justice is the primary means of treating crime 
in our country today, but restorative justice could be the evolved way we respond 
to crime in the future. Peace and reconciliation for victims and offenders could be 
the result; and this is not just a futuristic dream. The Texas Department of 

Criminal Justice has begun a Victim-Offender Dialogue program, described in Anderson’s book, 
which is resulting in peace and reconciliation for many who participate 
      
When faced with a moral dilemma, I often ask “What would Jesus do?” before proceeding. 
Admittedly, the answer is always a best guess based upon my understanding of Jesus’ words and 
actions as recorded in the New Testament of the Christian Bible; but that question has guided me 
well and I recommend it to others. At the very least, it can begin a meaningful conversation.  

As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us be open to restorative justice, forgiving and loving 
as Jesus did. 

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.” —Mahatma Gandhi  
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July 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

3 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
No Worship

4 
7:30am Prayer Group 

Independence Day 
Church Office Closed

5 

Church Office Closed

6

7 
9am Summer Choir 
10am Worship

8 9 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise 
Band 
6:30pm Al Anon

10 
10am RR Mtg. 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

11 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council

12 13 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners

14 
10am Worship

15 16 
6:30pm Al Anon

17 
10am RR Mtg. 
11:30pm Quilter’s 
Luncheon @Stats 
Sports Bar and Grill 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

18 
7:30am Prayer Group

19 20

21 
10am Worship

22 23 
6:30pm Al Anon 
7pm  Praise Band 

24 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

25 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Worship & 
Music Mtg.

26 27 

28 
10am Worship 

Youth Trip Departure

29 30 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

31 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship
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August 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Olivia Corcoran, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and the 
Community

2 3 
7pm PADS 

Youth Trip Returns

4 
9am Summer Choir 
10am Worship

5 6 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

7 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship 

8 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg.

9 10 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners 
7pm PADS

11 
9am Summer Bells 
10am Worship 
7pm AA

12 13 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise 
Band 
6:30pm Al Anon 
6:30pm AA

14 
10am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
7pm Worship

15 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council

16 17 
7pm PADS

18 
9am Summer Bells 
10am Worship 
7pm AA

19 20 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon 
6:30pm AA

21 
10am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
6pm Confirmation 
Parents Orientation  
7pm Worship

22 
7:30am Prayer Group

23 24 
7pm PADS

25 
10am Worship 
11am Ice Cream 
Social/Welcome 
Intern Karl Anliker 
6pm Youth 
Group Parent 
Orientation 
7pm AA

26 27 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon 
6:30pm AA 
7pm  Praise Band

28 
10am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 

29 
7:30am Prayer Group

30 31 
6pm PADS 
Redeemer 
Volunteers  
7pm PADS
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Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 
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Periodical

Welcome Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 25 

10:00am: Worship
11:00am: Ice Cream Social and 

Welcome Intern Karl Anliker

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

