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We Come to be Inspired  
When I ask people why they go to church they often tell me they do it to 
“recharge their batteries.” I get it. Life is hard and sometimes 
monotonous and mundane. Oftentimes it’s all we can do to just get 
through the day to day. We don’t regularly get opportunities to 
recalibrate and look at the big picture. So we make time for church. 
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We come to Redeemer to be inspired.  

That inspiration might come in any one of a number of forms. 

Perhaps our inspiration comes from the music. Organ and praise band, 
choir, handbells, and congregational singing provide a vision of harmony 
and grace. We participate in something bigger than ourselves. We take 
away melodies that stay in our heads and refrains that enliven our 
hearts. 

Perhaps our inspiration comes from opportunities to serve. Events in the 
world can be overwhelming and it sometimes doesn’t seem like we can 
do much. But at Redeemer, our Mission Team leads us in housing the 
homeless, feeding the hungry, and serving the poor. Our Church and 

Community group helps us learn about pressing issues like cash bonds and racism and gives us 
opportunities to connect with communities around us. Our Redeemer Quilters help us do tangible 
work to aid immigrants and refugees all around the world. 

Perhaps our inspiration comes from expanding our minds. Sunday School and Communion 
Education, Confirmation, Adult Forum, and Bible Studies all offer venues to grow in knowledge. 
Learning from experts and from each other helps us see new perspectives and build on relevant 
tradition. 

Perhaps our inspiration comes from worship. Word and Sacrament, liturgy and hymns, and 
(hopefully!) preaching contribute to an experience used by Christians for centuries to come closer to 
God. Perhaps most intimately in these places, where we hear the words and deeds of Jesus and where 
we touch the waters of baptism and partake of the bread and wine of communion, we feel divine 
presence and experience new awakenings. 

There are so many ways to be inspired at Redeemer! And these aren’t all! 

This fall as a congregation we will be reading Rachel Held Evans’ most recent book —  Inspired: 
Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again. Evans uses familiar and less-well 
known stories from the entirety of the Bible to remind and reimagine how Scripture has inspired 
people throughout the centuries all the way to today. Each chapter begins with the retelling of a 
Biblical story. Held imagines Creation from the perspective of ancient Jewish family living in exile, 
Job as a troubled professional trying to make his way in modern America, Peter walking on water as a 
choose-your-own adventure narrative. Between these vignettes, Evans explores the way we read the 
Bible. Using recent scholarship, her own experience, and the questions of modern believers, Evans 
dares us to take the Bible seriously and to find new inspiration between its pages. 

I hope you will join a small group this fall (see details on page 5) and will follow along on Sunday 
mornings as we explore: Inspired. I also hope that you will take advantage of music groups, mission 
opportunities, children’s activities and so much more.   

May Redeemer inspire us all this fall! 

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 

!2



SEPTEMBER 2019 REDEEMER RECORD

Meet Vicar Karl 
5 Random Facts About Vicar Karl 

I have a twin brother. 
I regret not taking theater classes in high school.  

I was a pole vaulter on my high school track and field team.  
I get lost easily and struggle to remember numbers.  

I love comic books! 

Do these facts seem random or non consequential? Maybe. However, they might also reveal real 
challenges I have faced, deeply held values, or significant passions.  

As I begin my journey serving Redeemer as the Vicar, I want to take your life stories seriously. It 
might be over coffee or after church. I would love to listen and learn more about you! Be on the 
lookout for a call or an email from me to invite you or you along with family into an opportunity for 
me to get to know you. It might seem random or non—consequential, but I think that holding the 
lives and stories of our neighbors with care is a Christian vocation.  

In scripture its a definite theme: 

Jesus learns the story of the Samaritan woman at the well without judgment.  
Ruth cares for Naomi and Naomi’s life story is joined with Ruth’s.  

The Apostle Paul wrote letters detailing depression and despair from his own story. 

I have had the joy of meeting some of you already, and I look forward to connecting with you and 
learning your story in any way that feels comfortable. I simply offer an invitation to listen!  

Peace, 

Vicar Karl  
Email: intern2019@redeemerhinsdale.org 
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Fall Worship Schedule  
Beginning Sunday, September 8 

Sundays at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Education Hour at 9:45am 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm
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Fall Focus Book Study: “Inspired”  
This year’s Fall Focus book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible 
Again, is by a favorite author of Redeemer’s: Rachel Held Evans. (You might remember that a couple 
years ago we read her book: Searching for Sunday.) We’ll begin the study on Sunday, September 8 
and will conclude the week of October 27. Here’s an article from Evans’ blog with more information 
about her book Inspired! 

5 Things I Want You to Know About “Inspired”

By Rachel Held Evans, on June 12, 2018 

This week marks the official release of my new book,  Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, 
and Loving the Bible Again. You can pick it up at a local bookstore or order online, but before you 
do, there are a few things you should know: 

1. It’s a little weird. One chapter includes a sonnet I 
wrote to the beast of Revelation 13. Another features an 
original short screenplay that renders the story of Job 
into a dramatic conversation between colleagues in a 
college cafeteria. Between chapters 6 and 7 you get to 
choose your own adventure. So in addition to the 
personal, memoir-style reflections you’ve come to 
expect from me, Inspired includes some ventures into 
new genres—poetry, fiction, soliloquies, and vignettes—
all while integrating into the narrative biblical 
scholarship that I hope will help you read and engage 
the Bible better. I wrote WAY out of my comfort zone 
with this one, and I think…I hope…it works.    

2. I’m far more insecure about #1 than I’m letting on. 

3.  It’s not for everyone. If you routinely use words 
like “clear,” “straightforward,” or “plain,” to describe the 
Bible, if you remain unbothered by the Bible’s most 
violent stories and troubling instructions you probably 
won’t like it.  But if you’re eager to encounter the Bible 
in a way that engages your skepticism, imagination, 
hopes, and doubts, and if you’re willing to confront the 
Bible’s most difficult passages head-on without relying 
on simplistic explanations, then I wrote this book for 
you. 

4. I researched the heck out of this book. I’m not 
a Bible scholar, but I’m the kind of person who likes nothing more than to spend a Saturday night in 
my pajamas curled up with a good Bible commentary. What I wanted to do with Inspired was share 
some of the most interesting, paradigm-shifting, and life-changing scholarship I’ve encountered over 
the last few years in a way that is accessible and personal. What does it mean that Genesis 1 is better 
understood as an ancient Near Eastern creation narrative meant to stand in contrast to other 
popular Babylonian creation narratives encountered by the Jews in exile? How in the world does 
that information impact our day-to-day lives? 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That was my challenge in writing this book, and I had an absolute ball doing it. I was also hyper-
vigilant about crediting my sources, and I ran this manuscript by more people than any previous 
manuscript, including Old Testament and New Testament scholars. I don’t expect every reader to 
agree with every word—not by a long shot—but I did my homework. (If you’re interested, the most 
influential scholars for this project were Walter Brueggemann, Peter Enns, Delores Williams and 
other womanist scholars like Wil Gafney and Nyasha Junior, John Walton, Ellen Davis, Amy-Jill 
Levine, Phyllis Trible, N.T. Wright. Timothy Beal, James Come, Eugene Boring, and James 
Brownson. I also rely heavily on what I’ve learned in recent years from Jewish midrash and Ignatian 
spirituality.) 

5. I really hope you will consider reading this 
one with a group. More than any other book I’ve 
written, Inspired is intended to be read, wrestled with, 
discussed, debated, and creatively engaged in the 
context of community, precisely because I believe the 
Bible invites us to do those things. Over the course of 
the next few weeks I’ll be sharing additional resources, 
including a 40-page reading guide, for those of you 
who choose to read Inspired for a book club, in Sunday 
school, as a class project, or with your small group. So 
keep an eye out for that. 

Small Groups 
Participating and 
staying connected

There are multiple ways that you can connect with this 
year’s Fall Focus. Join us in worship on Sundays and 
Wednesdays where sermons will be based upon the 
weekly readings, between services at our Adult Forum 
on Sundays beginning at 9:45am, Sunday School, and 
connecting with one of our many small groups that will be offered this Fall.  
The small groups are as follows: 

Small Group Leaders  Frequency of Meeting  Time of Meeting 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah  Tuesdays    10:00am 
Tyler Parks    Wednesdays    4:45pm 
Heike Burghart Rice   Sundays    5:00pm 
Vicar Karl    TBD     TBD 
Jay Hines-Shah   Wednesdays    7:30pm 
Linnea Wilson    Twice Monthly on Sunday  6:00pm 
Marge Chapello & Tom Coleman Thursdays    1:00pm  

All small groups are open to the public, so find a date and time that works for your schedule (or feel 
free to bounce around as your schedule allows), and join us as we learn more about Inspired. Books 
can be purchased from Redeemer for $10, or can be found on Amazon for $17. We have 50 books 
available for purchase and can order more, if needed. We look forward to having you join us this Fall! 
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New Song 
New Children’s Choir 

with Miss Heike,  
Ellie Goers, Sue Graunke, Mitchell Lee,  

Camille Pryber, Kate Sahlas, and Marcelle Vogel 

Our brand-new Children’s Choir is up and running! 
Children in 1st—5th grades are welcome to join us in 
classroom 106A on Wednesday evenings from 
4:45pm—5:30pm. We are working on coming up with 
a new name, because we are so much more than a 
choir. There’s plenty of singing, but there’s also 
dancing, playing instruments, making crafts and 
projects related to our songs, and playing games. 
Children can join at any time! 

Schedules and Registration forms can be found on the 
church website: redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-
music/music/ensembles/ 

Fall Music programs resumed weekly 
rehearsals on Wednesday August 28, but 
there’s still room and plenty of time to join. 
Talk to Heike if you have questions! Check here for 
t h e S u n d a y s c h e d u l e f o r a l l e n s e m b l e s : 
redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/
ensembles/ 

Wednesdays

Children’s Choir: 4:45pm—5:30pm 
Alleluia Ringers: 5:45pm—6:45pm 
Festival Choir: 7:30pm—9:00pm 

Praise Band:  
2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm, 4th Tuesdays at 7:00pm 
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Midweek Worship

Blessing of Sacred Song 

Last Spring, the Worship and Music 
Committee put out a survey asking for 

your favorite hymns. We have been 
delighted to get nearly 70 responses. You 
might be wondering what we’re planning 
to do with this information. This fall our 
Wednesday night services will celebrate 

the Blessing of Sacred Song. We will sing 
these favorite hymns and hear some of 

the stories that you shared in the survey. 
As we plan music for the worship 

services throughout the year, we will 
continue to reference the list of favorite 

hymns. 

In September, make sure you come hear 
these stories. 

Wednesday, September 4 
Lanny Wilson  

“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” and  
“Earth and All Stars” 

Wednesday, September 11 
Kate Howell  

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

Wednesday, September 18 
Linnea Wilson  

“My Life Flows on in Endless Song” 

Wednesday, September 25 
Kris Malkoski 

“The Church’s One Foundation”

BLUE VIOLET DUO Concert

A free concert  
sponsored by the  
Music at Redeemer Concert Series 

Works by Olivier Messiaen, Irene Britton Smith,  
George Antheil, Rebecca Clarke, and Clara Schumann 

Sunday, September 29   2:00 pm 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
redeemerhinsdale.org 

http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/worship-and-music/music/ensembles/
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Capital Campaign Update 
Redeemer renovations are becoming a reality! It’s exciting to see all 
the transformations underway! And, we continue to collect gifts and 
pledges for our Capital Campaign. To date, we have received 
$1,104,740 in gifts and pledge payments. Combined with transfers 
from the balance sheet, our total cash on hand is $1,229,740. 

Expenses through mid—August total $931,769. We believe we will 
start to utilize the loan from our endowment fund by September 1 and 
will be able to cover all of our costs within the total loan amount 
approved in May 2018, which was $350,000. Thank you for staying on 
schedule with your pledge payments. 
  
Kris Malkoski, Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Gathering Space Housewarming Registry 
Our Renewing Redeemer Committee cannot wait to 
share the new gathering space with our Redeemer 
family. Meetings, coffee hour, youth events, 
fellowship events, etc. can all comfortably be hosted 
in our new space. We have a wonderful opportunity 
to select tools and accessories for the space that will 
help every group to host an efficient event without 
running up and down the stairs to our basement 
kitchen! In the coming month, the Renewing 
Redeemer Committee will share a housewarming 
gift registry for anyone that would like to purchase 
items to stock our new gathering space. The registry 
will include items like: a Keurig coffee maker and 
coffee supply storage; portable meeting caddy for 
pens, pencils and notebooks; serving trays; trash 
cans; dishtowels and other cleaning tools. Anyone 
who is interested in giving a gift for the gathering 
space can do so via the registry. Look for the 
registry link this month and see if we can get the 
gathering space fully stocked by the official 
Renewing Redeemer Celebration on October 20!  
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Renewing  
Redeemer 

Celebration 

Sunday, October 20 at 10:00am 

Join us for a special week of worship on 
Sunday, October 20 as we celebrate the 

completion of our renovation project! We 
will have a single service on this day 
beginning at 10:00am. Come early 

(9:00am) as we will still have an Adult 
Forum that morning. Following worship, a 

special dedication and ribbon cutting, tours, 
games, and a catered lunch will all be 
taking place. If you would like more 

information about the 
celebration or would like 

to volunteer to help 
with the event, please 

contact Tyler. 

Renewing Redeemer

There is an abundance of activity including 

installation of carpet, tile, furniture orders and 
completing the punch list. Many groups are using 
the Fellowship Room! We expect final completion 

mid-September. Thank you to all your support 
throughout our Renewing Redeemer renovations.  

Tom Bothen 
Committee Chair
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Sunday School Begins Sunday, September 15  
Families are encouraged to have their children (3 years 
old—6th grade) participate in our Sunday school program 
every Sunday between services from 9:45am—10:45am. 
This Fall, our children will be learning the same Bible 
Stories that will be covered during morning worship and 
Adult Forum, so families will be able to connect and 
reflect together each week. Sunday School teachers will be 
installed on Sunday, September 15 at both worship 
services, so join us as we kick off a wonderful year of 
ministry!  

High School Youth Group 
Begins Weekly Sunday, September 8 at 5:00pm 
Beginning this Fall, high school students will have an 
opportunity to participate in a brand-new faith 
experience: weekly High School Youth Group on Sundays 
from 5:00pm—6:30pm! Students are invited to meet in a 
safe environment, enjoy fellowship, and build 
relationship through working together to overcome group 
challenges. In September, students will cover a series 
called Finding Friends.  

Communion Classes 
Children going into fourth grade or older are invited to 
join us for Communion Classes throughout the months of 
September and October on Sunday afternoons from 
3:00pm—4:30pm. Specific dates include: Parent 
Orientation, Sunday September 22, Classes September 
29, October 6, October 20, and 27. Children will have the 
opportunity to commune at services on Sunday, 
November 3. If you would like your child to participate in 
Communion Classes at Redeemer please reach out to 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org! 
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Confirmation 
News


Confirmation kicked off on 
Wednesday, August 28 and is now 
in full swing. Students continue to 

learn more about the Old Testament 
this month as they dive deeper into 

their faith. Classes meet every 
Wednesday in the newly renovated 
Fellowship Room in the basement 

from 6:00pm—7:30pm, which 
includes midweek worship. If your 

student is in seventh grade or older, 
we would love to have your student 

join our Confirmation program. 
Friends are also always welcome in 
our Confirmation program. Please 

feel free to contact 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org for 

more information. 

Schedule

Wednesday, September 4 

Confirmation Dinner &  
Class: Genesis 

Wednesday, September 11 
Class: Exodus 

Sunday, September 15 
Rally Sunday:  

Confirmation Guides Installed  

Wednesday, September 18 
No Class 

Guide Meeting 

Wednesday, September 25 
Class: The Ten Commandments  

mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
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Adult Forums in September 
Adult Forums over the next two months will reflect our Fall Focus theme as we begin our study of 
Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired. Adult forum schedule will be as follows at 9:45am: 

Sunday, September 8   Gods Work Our Hands Day – No Adult Forum 
Sunday, September 15   “The Well” Stories of Deliverance 
Sunday, September 22   “The Walls” Stories of War 
Sunday, September 29   “The Debate” Wisdom Stories 

Our Presenters

Ralph Klein 
Ralph W. Klein is Christ Seminary-Seminex professor of Old Testament at the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC). A member of the faculty since 
1983, Klein served as Dean from 1988-99 and again in the spring semester of 
2005. An ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Klein 
is committed to the church-at-large. Widely published, Klein has written for the 
Christian Century, Concordia Theological Monthly, Currents in Theology and 
Mission, Harvard Theological Review, Interpretation, Journal of Biblical 
Literature, Journal of Hebrew Scriptures, Word and World and the Zeitschrift 
fuer die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft. Over the years he has published more 
than 1300 book reviews and short notices. 

 
 
Steed Davidson 
Davidson is the author of Empire and Exile: Postcolonial Readings of Selected 
Texts of the Book of Jeremiah, as well as Writing/Reading the Bible in 
Postcolonial Perspective, and a co-editor of Islands, Islanders and the Bible: 
RumiNations. He is currently co-authoring Postcolonial Biblical Criticism: A 
Guide for the Perplexed and co-editing Prophetic Otherness , both of which 
should be completed in 2019. He has authored various essays that explore the 
Hebrew Bible from postcolonial, gendered, and several critical perspectives. 
Davidson, a native of Trinidad and Tobago, earned a Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible 

from Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York. He received a S.T.M. from Boston 
University, a M.A. from the University of the West Indies, a Diploma of Ministerial Studies from the 
United Theological College of the West Indies, and a B.A. from the University of the West Indies. 
 

Thomas Gaulke 
Experienced pastor and mission redeveloper with a demonstrated history of 
working in churches, college campuses, classrooms, and community organizing. 
Trainer in Radical Discipleship, Faith Leadership and Organizing. Sought after 
speaker on Radical Discipleship, Social Justice and the Church, Spirituality and 
Addiction Recovery. Board member and cofounder of various social and 
economic justice organizations. Rev. Gaulke holds an M.Div. and Th.M., and is 
an ABD (All But Dissertation) Ph.D. Candidate (Theology) at the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago. 
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Mission Trip Experience Highlights 
This summer, four students from Redeemer Lutheran Church joined up with groups from Iowa and 
Wisconsin to serve in Colorado Springs at a Next Step Missions site. Our students spent three days 
working with Brothers Redevelopment, a nonprofit organization based out of Denver, who serves the 
elderly, those with mobility issues, and those on a fixed income.  

Our students helped paint a house, a detached two car garage, and two small sheds for an elderly 
couple that our students enjoyed connecting with. On our final day of service, our students helped 
out at a local food pantry and clothing distribution center located in Colorado Springs. Students 
helped guests “shop” for groceries, help them carry items out to cars, and spent time praying and 
talking with guests.  

During their free time, students hiked through the mountains that surround Colorado Springs, 
including making it to the top of Pikes Peak! Students have recorded a video about their experiences, 
which will be made available soon on our website and Facebook. 
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Karl Anliker Welcome Ice Cream Social 
On Sunday, August 25, we celebrated the arrival of our new Vicar, Karl Anliker as he joins us for a 
year of ministry. Karl is currently studying at Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago to become an 
ordained minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is also an alumni of Valparaiso 
University. We welcome Karl, and his wife Charlotte (who is also a graduate of Valparaiso University) 
as they settle into life and ministry at Redeemer Lutheran Church. Please introduce yourself to Karl 
and Charlotte and help them feel welcome! 

50 Forward: Honey Harvest  
Wednesday, September 18 from 10:00am—2:00pm 
Lutherdale Bible Camp will be hosting a 50 Forward Honey 
Harvest event on Wednesday, September 18. For only $30, 
participants can experience a class on harvesting honey, have 
lunch, and take a bottle of honey home with them. Tyler will 
organize transportation, so please let him know if you would 
like to attend by emailing tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org. At the 
moment, one 15 passenger van has already been reserved, but 
additional seating can be arranged if our group grows! Join us 
for a fun day at camp! 

Stewardship Update 
Our Stewardship Committee has formed to organize the fall 2019 pledge campaign, which will 
support Council's 2020 budgeting process.  Committee members include Paul Seppanen as chair 
along with Lanny Wilson, Linda Carpenter, Mark Rosland and Karen Johnson. Both Pastor Katie and 
Vicar Karl are participating as well. As in past years, we will organize personal stewardship messages 
during the month of October, culminating in Pledge Sunday on October 27. We're considering 
appropriate themes building upon the current Fall Focus book Inspired. We welcome additional 
participants on the committee and those with a personal message to share through our 
communications and temple talks. Please contact Paul Seppanen at paul.seppanen@gmail.com or 
630-207-0812. 
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Thank you to…. 
Everyone that donated to our August HCS Food Pantry Drive. Thank you for your generosity!  

Mission Outreach thanks everyone that donated money for the LWR School Supply Kits.  

Everyone that helped move Pads back to Redeemer: Linnea & Lanny Wilson, Dirk Gnodde, Craig 
Wright, Joe & Matthew Schwab, Roger & Jack Levine, Bruce Forbush, Mary & Dirk Landis, Michael 
& Valerie Lee, Mark Entsminger.  

An extra special thank you to Linnea Wilson and Mary Landis for cleaning the kitchen in preparation 
of Pads return.   

Everyone that washed the Pads blankets this summer!  

All the volunteers that put the education rooms and fellowship room back together: Tyler Parks, 
Connie & Tom Bothen, Art Gustafson, Mark Entsminger, Jen Moeller, Lisa Graeb.  

Camille Pryber and Karen Johnson for unpacking and inspecting the tablecloths.  

Jen Moeller for taking items to Goodwill.  
  
The fantastic crew that assembled the new chair racks, table rack, and shelving unit: Ralph Homann, 
Don Johnson, Mark Entsminger, Dirk Landis.  

Sue Graunke and Connie Bothen for sorting and organizing the art supplies.  

Mission Outreach and Mark Entsminger for delivering the August Food Drive items weekly to HCS. 

Frank Masek for overseeing our fire inspection with the Hinsdale Fire Department.  

Kyra & Thomas Graeb and Tyler Parks for making a Goodwill drop off.  

Diane Homann, Karen Johnson, Connie Bothen for sorting and unpacking the quilting fabric and 
supplies.  

Karen & Christian Krull and Jen Moeller for delivering the new Childcare Room sofa.  

The Faithful Gardeners for working in July and August: Connie Bothen, Gwen Entsminger, Diane 
Homann, Sue Murphy, Pat Quast, Steve Taillie, Linnea Wilson, Bruce Forbush, Mary Landis.  

Catie McCabe, Tim Rosland, Evan Melau, and John Hines-Shah for sharing your Confirmation Faith 
Statements during our Wednesday evening worship services.  

Delaney Mahon, Karen & Don Johnson, and Stephanie Seppanen for sharing “where they found God 
on their summer vacation” stories during our Wednesday evening worship services.  

July and August Altar Guild volunteers: Sue Coughlin, Carolyn Burjan, Karen Johnson, Jo 
Changelian, Judy Rosland 

July and August Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Parks family, Marge Chapello, Corcoran family, Kate 
Sahlas, Alix & Sarah Charles, Schulte family, Sue Metzler 

July and August offering counters: Linda Carpenter, Jim & Margaret Schlegel, Carolyn & Jerry 
Burjan, Mary Landis 
July and August ushers: Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, Jim Toomey, Paul Rosland Jr., Douglas 
McArthur, Linda Carpenter, Bob Sheppel, Joan Romer Sheppel, Rick Vogel, Sue Metzler 

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  
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Serving in September  
Altar Guild: Jo Changelian, Linda Carpenter, 
Jane Gavran 

Ushers:  
Sunday, September 1, 10:00am worship: all 
ushers are invited to assist  
8:30am: Dave Mahon, Jafar Saniie, Steve 
Selcke, Rick Held, Scott Felde 
11:00am: Bob Rusthoven, Joe Kinahan, Carrie 
Gromer 
 

Offering Counters:  
Team 1: Lea Held, Paula Hillier, Tanya Rosland 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  
September 1 – Annette & Steve Patterson 
September 8 – Mission Outreach 
September 15 – Leonard & Kirsten Zalik  
September 22 – McGann & McArthur families 
September 29 – open 

Prayer Chain: 
Ann Doege  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We didn’t have any 
takers with the safe, 
so, JunkRelief came 
and picked it up for 

us. A big thank you to 
Eric for getting the 
safe up and out for 

us! It was sure heavy!  

Thank you to Ralph 
Homann for making 
these arrangements.

Dear Redeemer,  

We wanted to thank you for so generously offering use of 
the Redeemer Lutheran Church parking lot for the 

Hinsdale Middle School graduation. This was of great help 
to us! Wishing you a wonderful summer! 

Warm regards,  
HMS PTO Graduation Committee

View Redeemer Videos on YouTube 

Thanks to Ralph Homann for recording Vicar Karl 
Anliker’s installation and adding it to YouTube! Ralph has 

put 122 videos of Redeemer services/music/events on 
YouTube, which can be found by searching his name 
(Ralph Homann). The 122 videos total 14 hours of 

recording. To date there have been 3,600 views total!
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Faithful Gardeners  
We have two remaining gardening days: Saturday, September 14 and October 12. All who are 
interested are invited to meet at the church at 8:00-9:00am. Rain date is the following Saturday. 
Questions? Contact Connie Bothen 630.341.1657 text or email ckbothen@aol.com. 

 

School Backpacks 
Service packing Event

Sunday, September 8 at 9:45am 
Please join us on Sunday, September 8 at 9:45am, as the Mission Outreach team will once again host 

a School Kit Packing event. We plan to pack 500 
school kits for shipment to Lutheran World Relief 
overseas partners.   

We are fundraising for the kits a little differently this 
year. Rather than asking you to search for and 
purchase the various items needed to pack the school 
kits, this year we have School Kit Backpacks “for sale” 
at $10 each.  Please see the bulletin board in the 
hallway for donation envelopes. Each $10 donation 
allows us to purchase the items needed to fill one 
School Kit Backpack. We have almost reached our 
goal.  Thank you for your help! 

DuPage PADS 

At long last the PADS program has returned to Redeemer and is enjoying the new space on the lower 
level of the church.  We wish to thank Hinsdale Covenant Church who graciously hosted this program 
for the first 9 weeks of our summer season as well as Union Church of Hinsdale who jumped in to 
keep the shelter open for the past 6 weeks.   Additionally we would like to recognize all of the 
volunteers from Redeemer, Covenant, Union and beyond who have patiently and repeatedly helped 
to move all of the supplies and set up 
operations at the various locations. 
This e f for t has a f f i rmed our 
community wide dedication to this 
mission and the PADS program 
overall.   At the end of September the 
Redeemer site will close for the 
season and the shelter will move to 
Community Presbyterian Church in 
Clarendon Hills which houses guests 
during the winter months.  
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Glenhagen Farm Retreat Benefit Concert 

Redeemer’s  endowment fund provided a grant to help make it possible for children from families 
without significant economic resources to visit Glenhagen Farm Retreat, a camp which celebrates the 
stewardship of God’s creation (www.glenhagenfarm.org). 

Redeemer members, Nancy Hagen and Andy Tecson, are founders of the camp, which hosted the 
following groups this summer: a group of girls who are refugees from Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and 
Somalia sponsored by Refugee Education & Adventure Challenge; two groups from Project 
Exploration, which provides STEM education after school to kids in the Chicago Public Schools; 
students from Cristo Rey Jesuit High School of Chicago, who engaged in a three day retreat studying 
the stewardship of God’s creation; a group of children from Harmony Community Church; and a 
group of children who are sponsored by West Town Bikes.  

Glenhagen Farm Retreat and the Ed Ward Fine Arts Series are jointly hosting a benefit concert at the 
St. Cletus Parish Center, 600 W. 55th St., LaGrange on Sunday, September 22, at 4:00pm.  The 
cost of a ticket is $30, and you can purchase tickets on-line at:   http://www.edwardfas.com/benefit-
tickets. The concert is called “Put a Little Love in Your Heart”. 

Four incredible singers will be featured: Matt and Lisa Bowker, Angel Underhill and Daniel Riley, all 
of whom are part of the Lakeside Singers, Chicago’s top professional choir. The band includes sax 
players Jerry DiMuzio and Andy Tecson, Bobby Schiff, piano, David Onderdonk, guitar, Matt 
Plaskota, drums, and James Ross, bass. The music will include a wide array of popular and jazz tunes 
by artists such as Josh Groban, Jason Mraz, James Taylor, Stevie Wonder and Sarah Bareilles, and 
songs such as You Raise Me Up,  How Sweet it Is and  When Will I Be Loved.   
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Hope and Purpose (and Love)


“We are trying to help DuPage County jail inmates find ‘hope and purpose’ while imprisoned.  
This isn’t a punishment. This is an opportunity for them.”  

—DuPage Sheriff Jim Mendrick 

There is a new sheriff in our county who is trying to reform our criminal 
justice system, one prisoner at a time. As I listened to him speak, I heard a 
refreshing message focused on human dignity and restoration. Whether 
through job training, mental health care, or treatment for substance use 
disorder while imprisoned, his goal is to give prisoners a sense of hope and 
purpose and a chance at a better life after incarceration. Nonviolent 
offenders are taking advantage of opportunities to learn skills which will 
help them prepare for good paying, legal employment after release from 
prison. An example he gave was of an inmate who chose to stay in jail longer 
than was required in order to complete his training for a welding certificate. 

The combination of hope and purpose is vital to positive well-being and positive outcomes. Hope 
helps us summon energy, will, and determination; but hope without purpose is like wind in a 
vacuum. Hope needs something to give it meaning. It needs a purpose. Hope and purpose are 
essential building blocks in achieving goals. Together, they can help make dreams come true. 
However, like faith and hope, another ingredient is needed for true success: “And now faith, hope, 
and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love”. Love gives meaning to all purposes. 
There are many expressions of love – positive social interactions, kindness, a supportive family, and a 
sincere hug – to mention a few. Prisoners who have loving families want to learn skills to better 
support their families, and are more likely to realize their hope and purpose. DuPage County Sheriff 
Mendrick has been jokingly called “Sheriff Hug-a-Thug” because he has been known to hug 
prisoners, who have successfully completed job training, upon their release from jail. People who feel 
that they are being sincerely treated with compassion (a form of agape love) are more likely to 
experience hope and purpose in their lives. Prisoners are treated with dignity and compassion at the 
DuPage County jail. 

Whether imprisoned or free, rich or poor, we all need hope for a better 
tomorrow, purpose or faith which gives life meaning, and love to 
make it all worthwhile. With a healthy balance of hope, purpose/faith, 
and love, humans are more likely to achieve well-being and wholeness 
in body, mind, and spirit.  

Jesus was not the new sheriff in town, but He was the teacher of a new 
human dignity. We know Him as a promoter of hope and purpose and 
love. If our hope allowed us to dream of a world without hunger or 
suffering or war, if our purpose was to have faith in one almighty God 
who wants the very best for all of creation, and if we loved that God 
and one another with all of our hearts, then we could achieve well-
being and wholeness in body, mind, and spirit. Jails would no longer 
be needed. Suicides and homicides would no longer occur, and we 
could be about the business of helping God heal our planet together.  

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 
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September 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Karl Anliker, Vicar 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Matthew Schwab, Cole Korfist, AJ Mazikowski, Sunday Custodians 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
10am Worship 
7pm AA

2 

Labor Day 
Office Closed

3 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

4 
9:30am Quilters 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

5 
7:30am Prayer Group 
12:30pm Staff Mtg. 
5pm Church and the 
Community Mtg.

6 7 
7pm Pads

8 
7:30am Stewardship Mtg. 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am God’s Work Our 
Hands 
11am Worship 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

9 
7pm Mission 
Outreach Mtg. 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

10 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm  Praise Band 
6:30pm Al Anon

11 
9:30am Quilters 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

12 
7:30am Prayer Group

13 14 
8am Faithful 
Gardeners 
7pm Pads

15 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
1pm Confirmation Pool 
Party 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

16 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

17 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon

18 
9:30am Quilters 
10am RR Mtg. 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation Guide Mtg. 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

19 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council

20 21 
7pm Pads

22 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
3pm Communion Ed. 
Parent Mtg. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

23 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

24 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm Al Anon 
7pm  Praise Band 

25 
9:30am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

26 
7:30am Prayer Group

27 28 
7pm Pads

29 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
2pm Music Concert 
3pm Communion Ed. 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

30 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal
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the Redeemer Record 
Redeemer Lutheran Church - 139 East First Street - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256 
www.redeemerhinsdale.org 
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Periodical

Fall Worship Schedule  
Beginning Sunday, September 8 

Sundays at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Education Hour at 9:45am 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

Renewing Redeemer Celebration 
Sunday, October 20 - 10:00am Worship 

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

