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Worship is at the Heart of All We Do 
As our Renewing Redeemer renovations have come to an end, I am 
reminded how many different ways we have worshipped this year.  

We have worshipped with a giant plywood box over the back pews. We 
went through a period where the organ was under wraps to protect it  
The Redeemer Record (USPS 020357) is published monthly by Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale IL 60521-4253. Periodicals 
postage paid at Oak Brook, Illinois. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Redeemer Record, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521-4256. 

1

ANNUAL MEETING 
SUN NOV 17 AT 9:45AM

REDEEMER RECORD

FAIR TRADE MARKET 
NOV. 9, 10AM-4PM  

NOV. 10, 9:30AM-2PM

I was glad when they said 
to me, “Let us go to the 

house of the Lord! “ 

—Psalm 122:1

PIE SOCIAL 
SUN NOV 24 BETWEEN 
WORSHIP SERVICES

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
SUN NOV 24 

2:00PM-5:00PM
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from dust. We moved all the furniture, instruments, and communion-
ware from the Sacristy to prepare for re-carpeting.    

And that was just in the sanctuary. 

Our Wednesday Worship, normally held in the Parish Room, has been 
much more of a movable feast. We worshipped in the east Narthex, in 
the lower level Fellowship Hall, and even in the Chancel, when all other 
spaces were occupied. Last week, after many months, we returned to the 
Parish Room for worship. I was surprised how wonderful it felt when we 
were back to our old spaces now renewed. 

I was reminded that worship is the heart of all we do at Redeemer. We 
say this on our website and frequently in our email blasts, but how we 

live out this motto is what really makes it true.   

Hour for hour and dollar for dollar worshipping God, singing Jesus’ praise, praying for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit is the most important thing we do at Redeemer. Worship is where so many of our 
volunteers give so much time and energy.   

Did you know that just a couple of women bake our communion bread? Each loaf is expertly scored 
into 60 pieces; the center a cross? Did you know that a volunteer comes in on Saturdays to change the 
banners seasonally (something that happens a lot this time of year). Members of the Worship and the 
Arts setup candle displays at All Saints and put out window banners at Reformation. The Altar Guild 
prepared Holy Communion four times on a recent weekend. Wedding Coordinators made sure 
everything went well for two weddings this month. The Festival Choir practices weekly. Handbells 
and the Praise Band frequently play both services on Sundays when they perform. Children’s Choir 
Leaders make sure all those little robes are expertly pressed, while the Children’s Choir Members 
practice weekly to sing. Ushers get to church early to make sure everything is ready. Communion 
Assistants distribute tangible signs of God’s grace. Prayer writers work behind the scenes. Readers 
and Worship Assistants practice the prayers and Scripture Readings. Acolytes get up early when all of 
their friends are still sleeping to help lead worship. A volunteer makes sure the kids “busy bags” are 
filled and ready to go.  

And that’s not all… 

Each worshipping member, each of you, makes the service come alive as you sit or stand (in body or 
in spirit), pray for God’s mercy, listen to the sermon attentively, receive Holy Communion, and, of 
course, when you sing. As you go from worship into Sunday School, Adult Forum, church 
committees, or volunteer work, worship permeates our activities changing them and making them 
holy. Worship does that with our lives, too. When we go from worship to the classroom, the 
boardroom, our homes and communities, we take that spirit with us. Time and time again, I hear 
from you that worship recharges your batteries, gives you guidance when making important 
decisions, and brings hope and comfort when times are hard. Our time at Redeemer does make a 
difference to us and through us to the world. 

Your participation in Sunday and Wednesday services, your care and attention in volunteering, 
coupled with our beautiful renewed spaces speak to the importance of worship to the members of 
Redeemer. Worship is at the heart of all that we do.  

Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 
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Worship Assistants Wanted!   
Training Provided Sunday November 24, 12:00pm

Do you come to worship on Sundays? Would you like to be part of the liturgy in a meaningful way?  
Have you always wanted to do something more at Redeemer but have a schedule that changes? We 
may just have the right opportunity for you! 
 
The Worship and Music Committee is looking to expand our ranks of Readers, Communion 
Assistants, and Assisting Ministers.   
 
Readers read the Scripture in worship. They receive the lessons ahead of time, so they can practice or 
check with Pr. Katie about obscure pronunciations. 
 
Communion Assistants serve during Holy Communion. They hold either the common cup or the 
intinction chalice and remind each person taking communion that “This is the Blood of Christ shed 
for you.”   
 
Assisting Ministers serve throughout the service. They vest (wear special robes), process with the 
pastor, lead the prayers, setup communion, and help serve communion. They get the last word in the 
service; “Go in peace, serve the Lord!” 
 
We welcome men and women, recently confirmed youth, folks who are snowbirds, longtime 
members, and people new to the church to join the Worship Assistants roster. Volunteering is 
meaningful and easy.    

Here are some important details: 
•Worship Assistants find that volunteering in worship makes the liturgy more personally 
meaningful to them.   
•Scheduling is via email monthly. Worship Assistants pick the dates and times that work best for 
them.   
•If you can’t serve for a season, that’s okay, we’ll still keep you on the roster and catch up with you 
when we can.    
•Training is provided. Seasoned and new volunteers are invited to stay after church on Sunday, 
November 24 (12:00 Noon) to go over details on assisting. 

Ready to sign-up?  Please sign-up at church on the announcement board. More questions? Please talk 
to Heike, Pastor Katie, or any current Worship Assistants.  

Stewardship Update 
The Stewardship  theme of Gather and Release reflects how 
we gather our families, resources and talents together at 
Redeemer and then release them to spread God's word and 
positively impact our world. Thank you to Will Swenson, Dick 
Goers and Kris Malkoski who shared their personal stories of 
giving to Redeemer through mailers and temple talks during the 
month of October. Pledge Sunday was October 27, and you can 
still turn in your pledge cards anytime. The Church Council will 
carefully consider these pledges as they finalize the 2020 
budget. Thank you for your thoughtful generosity. 
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Look for the Helpers, Women, and Teachers 
Mr. Rogers iconically shared the advice of his mother and said: 
 

When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news,  
my mother would say to me,  

‘Look for the helpers.  
You will always find people who are helping.’ 

This advice, to look for the helpers, often circulates following traumatic 
events such as mass shootings. It’s an insightful way to help people, 
especially children, in coping with difficult situations far beyond their 
control. Rachel Held Evans in her insightful and outstanding final 
book, Inspired, offers similar advice for readers of the Bible. When 
troubling stories of war or rape challenge us, we can wrestle with the 
text. She writes: 

The point is, if you pay attention to the women, a more complex history of Israel’s conquests 
emerges. Their stories invite the reader to consider the human cost of violence and patriarchy, and 
in that sense prove instructive to all who wish to work for a better world.  

In our personal lives and in the collective story we tell about ourselves, we are often faced with deep 
and profound disaster and traumatic events. The witness of the scriptures invites us to look for the 
women!  

I would invite us to look for other marginalized voices in scripture as well. The women in scripture 
refuse to conform to patriarchal norms in their context. Today this happens with women, 
transgender people, and non-binary or gender non-conforming people.  

Figures in scripture (think about the Ethiopian Eunuch, Hagar, and Joseph) embody lives lived 
authentically and free from imposed norms. Their lives are a witness for all of us. They reveal a new 
story that will be instructive for all of us as we work for a better world.  

Last month, I joined CPS teachers and staff on the picket line at a K-8 school in Chicago. The union is 
striving for smaller class sizes, higher wages for the lowest paid staff, and more nurses, librarians, 
and social workers.  

There is a story that gets told that people are selfish. There is a story that gets told about how there 
isn’t enough money for all children to have what they need. There is a story that we can’t have the 
schools and community we all deserve. The teachers and staff on a rainy morning on Chicago’s south 
side tell a different story. They reveal how we can all strive to offer students across the city the best 
education and a better world. And so along with Mr. Rogers and Rachel Held Evans, let’s lift up the 
voices of the helpers, women, non-binary people, and teachers. 

Where do you recognize helpers/women/teachers in the story of our lives? 

Peace, 
Vicar Karl Anliker 
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Advent Already? 
Advent at Redeemer: Seeking Healing and Wholeness 

It’s Advent already! (Kind of) Our Wednesday worship will follow the more ancient tradition of a 
seven-week Advent. It’s a tradition that has been maintained by the Orthodox church where Advent 
is more about the great expectation for the second coming of Christ where the rule and reign of God 
is realized. This is different than our more modern Advent, which is traditionally four-weeks but 
more closely anticipates incarnation. The reality is that most of Advent gets absorbed by Christmas 
celebrations!  

Advent is a time of waiting both for the incarnation of God in Christ Jesus and the ultimate promises 
of God to restore the whole world and all of creation. It’s a time of anticipation. At Redeemer this 
Advent season we will be worshipping with a spirit searching for healing and wholeness. Searching 
for healing and wholeness from God-with-us, Immanuel, Jesus Christ. 

On Wednesday nights (7:00pm—7:30pm), we will worship with Advent Prayer Around the Cross. 
Worship will be filled with silence, candles, music, and darkness beginning in November. Sunday 
mornings will explore how we find healing and wholeness gathered around the font and table. Advent 
won’t start on Sundays until December 1.  

At Redeemer, We can have both traditions of Advent, four and seven weeks! 

As the seasons change, we recall the reality of depression and overwhelming sadness. Rather than 
filling advent with spaces to deny our sadness or struggle with commercialized spending, we draw 
ourselves closer to God who became fully human. 

May we all find ways to express our emotions of hope, joy, and sadness this Advent. 
May we be filled with the Spirit of God who moves in our every breath.  

May we find healing and wholeness in Jesus, God with a body, God with tears,  
God with a promise of life conquering death.  

This sending prayer invites us to consider our bodies and the bodies of our neighbors, holy and 
wholly embraced by God during this Advent season.  

Go in peace.  
God is not lingering at a distance. God dwells in the world around us. 

God is enfleshed in love.  
God is made manifest in bodies of all kinds. Trans bodies. Big bodies. Old bodies. Everybody. 

God is present in every body that suffers. 
If you want to experience God, look around, listen, embrace, and care for Her body in the flesh of your neighbor.  

Go in peace.  

(Adapted from Enfleshed by Rev. Anna Blaedel) 
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New Song 
Merry Halloween?


If you’ve got kids who enjoy trick-or-treating, I’m sure 
you’ll remember this Halloween for many years to 
come. On October 30, we woke up to a few inches of 
snow on the ground and it only snowed more and got 
even colder over the next 48 hours. One child of mine 
was immediately and extremely disappointed that 
Halloween was ruined and another child of mine 
started singing “Jingle Bells” and dancing around the 
house. I am truly delighted to be the parent of both 
these children. I love living in the moment – feeling 
each happiness and each disappointment as it comes along. I also love looking ahead and being 
excited about what is coming. I know that what might be a happy anticipation for one might be filled 
with dread for another. As I think about our upcoming seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 
here at Redeemer, I know that we all come with our own expectations of what those times should be 
like. Some would love to start singing, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” on December 1, while others 
hold strongly to keeping Christmas out of Advent, but the reality is that in our world things get mixed 
up. Things happen out of order; not when they’re supposed to or not at all. Or worse yet, someone 
might have a different opinion of how things are supposed to go! The worship planning team takes 
many different things into consideration as we plan our worship services and events here at 
Redeemer. We go forward with much prayer and a constant grounding in what is most important — 
our faith in our Holy Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, who calls us to be the church together.  

A little assignment for you all: ask someone at Redeemer about their favorite Christmas and/or 
Advent carol. Find out why it’s their favorite. I hope we will enjoy our traditions in this upcoming 
holiday season and that we’ll also find moments to learn something new and participate in someone 
else’s enjoyment. 

Peace, 
Heike 
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Midweek Worship


Advent Worship 
Wednesdays 7:00pm—7:30pm 

Prayer Around the Cross 

Our  Wednesday night worship will be filled with 
silence, candles, music, and darkness beginning 
in November and continuing through December. 
Our worship together will center around themes 
of prayer and how the spirit intercedes with 
sighs too deep for words. The reflection readings 
on Wednesday nights are from a devotional 
book entitled Not Alone: Reflections on Faith and 
Depression by Monica A. Coleman.” We offer our 
whole selves in prayer: our breathing and our 
sighing, our singing and our silence, our 
grieving and our hope! Join us.
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Join a Music Group Anytime!  
Music programs are mostly focused now on music for Advent and Christmas. We’re planning a 
wonderfully festive musical service for worship on Sunday, December 22 at 10:00am. I hope you’ll 
make plans to be there and invite your friends and family. Talk to Heike if you might be interested in 
singing or playing with a group just for a special occasion.  

Wednesday Rehearsals

Children’s Choir: 4:45pm—5:30pm 
Alleluia Ringers: 5:45pm—6:45pm 

Festival Choir: 7:30pm—9:00pm 
Praise Band: 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm, 4th 

Tuesdays at 7:00pm 

Join us on Sunday, November 10 between services as we celebrate Ted Doege's retirement from the Choir.  
Ted has served in the Festival Choir for nearly 50 years. There will be no adult forum this Sunday. 

Capital Campaign Update 
It was so fantastic and so exciting to dedicate our 
Renewing Redeemer renovations on Sunday, October 
20. To see our imaginations – about how we could serve 
our current members, our seniors, our youth and 
children, those in need and those yet to come – come to 
life via our church improvements was impressive. 
Congratulations to all who helped in making this dream 
become a reality! 

And, thank you to all who have completed their pledge 
and to those of you who continue to fulfill your 
commitment! To date, we have $1,123,757 in campaign 
receipts. Combined with transfers from the balance 
sheet, our total cash available totals $1,248,756. 

Expenses through October 1 totaled $1,122,468. As 
families have completed their pledges on faster-than-
expected timing, we have been able to minimize 
borrowing against the Redeemer endowment. However, 
as renovations are wrapping up and final costs come in, 
we will increase our borrowing to meet our expenses.   

Thank you to everyone for your generosity. 

Living Christ’s Call – we are seeing the difference! 

Kris Malkoski 
Chairperson, Capital Campaign 
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Thank You Renewing Redeemer Committee! 
Tom Bothen, Art Gustafson, Connie Bothen,  

Mark Entsminger, Ralph Homann, Jennifer Moeller,  
Tom Malkoski, and Camille Pryber 

Thank you! These Renewing Redeemer Committee members have worked 
tirelessly the past 2 years preparing for and executing Redeemer’s $1.4M 

renovation project. This team has put in countless hours making our dream of 
being a more welcoming and accessible church into a reality. They showed us 

what it means to Live Christ’s Call and to Imagine the Difference.  

In addition to their weekly OAC meetings, you would find many members of the 
team at Redeemer throughout the week working behind the scenes. Their hard 
work was clear to see. Redeemer is extremely grateful to each RR member for 

generously giving of their time, talent, and sweat. 

Thank you for your dedication and leadership throughout the entire renovation 
process. Redeemer has already begun living out Christ’s Call in our beautiful 

remodeled church building. We no longer need to imagine the difference 
because we see the difference.  
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Renewing Redeemer Celebration Highlights 
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Youth & Family Ministries  
Communion Education Class 
This past month, eight of our fourth-grade students and 
their families participated in Communion Classes. These 
classes, led by Tyler, Pastor Katie, and Vicar Karl, helped 
students to learn about how our congregation 
experiences Communion. We celebrated Dominique 
Charles, Olivia Held, Gretchen Rice, McKenna Workman, 
Luke Patterson, Luke Antinossi, Carl Pedersen, and Lexi 
Zalik and the completion of their training in Communion 
on All Saints Sunday, November 3. 

Pie Social: Sunday, November 24 
Come one, and come all to Redeemer’s second annual Pie 
Social! Join us in the Fellowship Hall in the basement 
between services for a fun day of fellowship to kickoff our 
week of Thanksgiving! Please consider volunteering to 
bring a pie by contacting tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org, by 
Sunday, November 17 to sign-up! Desserts of all types are 
welcome at the Pie Social, so feel free to bring anything 
that can be shared with our community. 

Family Movie Night — “Pocahontas” 
Join us on Sunday, November 24 from 2:00pm—5:00pm 
as the Church and Community group hosts a Family 
Movie Night at Redeemer. Children of all ages and 
Confirmation students are invited to watch Disney’s 
Pocahontas in the Fellowship Room. Please RSVP with 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org by Sunday, November 17 
with the number of family members that will be 
attending. 

Christmas Pageant 
The Children’s Choir and 
Sunday School classes have 
started working on this 
year’s Christmas program. 
It’s not too late to join either 
group; please talk to Heike, 
T y l e r , o r a n y o f t h e 
Children’s Choir leaders if 
you’d like to know more. We 
wi l l be present ing the 
program in worship at 
1 1 : 0 0 a m o n S u n d a y , 
December 15. Invite your 
friends and family and enjoy 
this cute musical play about 

the true meaning of Christmas. 
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Adult Education 
Forums


Sunday, November 3 
Annual Meeting Preview 

Sunday, November 10 
Ted Doege Choir Retirement 

Join us as we celebrate Ted Doege's retirement from the 
Choir.  Ted has served in the Festival Choir for nearly 50 

years. There will be no adult forum this Sunday. 

Sunday, November 17 
Annual Meeting (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, November 24 
Pie Social (Fellowship Room) 

Confirmation 
Schedule


Wednesday, November 6 
No Class: Guide Meeting 

Wednesday, November 13 
Confirmation Class & Dinner 

Wednesday, November 20 
Confirmation Class 

Wednesday, November 27 
No Class 

Thanksgiving Break 

Sunday school 
Schedule


Sunday, November 3 
Zacchaeus 

Sunday, November 10 
The Sadducee’s Question 

Sunday, November 17 
God’s Love is Forever 

Sunday, November 24 
Pie Social & Activities Led by Church 

and Community 

mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
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Welcome to Our Newest Members! 
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Mike & Caitlin Huseth, Poppy 
Bob Angelica 

Eric & Tiffany Dunn, Tyler, Morgan 
Bide & Mary Nell Thomas 

Annette Martinez & Steve Patterson,  
Jake, Kate, Luke
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Thank you to…. 
Our volunteers that loaded boxes full of LWR quilts and school kits and drove them to Downers 
Grove: Art & Nola Gustafson, Connie & Tom Bothen, Gwen & Mark Entsminger, Kate Sahlas, Diane & 
Ralph Homann, Dave Mahon, Jacquie Ravnic, and Douglas McArthur.   

Ralph Homann and Mark Entsminger for unpacking our new black stacking chairs.  

Mark Rosland and Craig Chapello for assisting with the new technology selected for the church office 
and with technology for Renewing Redeemer.  

Many thanks for all the terrific help getting Redeemer organized before and after the renovations. We 
appreciate all your help sorting, packing, unpacking, labeling, moving boxes and furniture, and 
donating items to Goodwill. We couldn’t have done it without you! Gwen & Mark Entsminger, Sue & 
Bill Murphy, Karen & Don Johnson, Sue & Scott Graunke, Diane & Ralph Homann, Tom & Connie 
Bothen, Cathy Toomey, Kris Mahon, Jen Moeller, Camille Pryber, Cindy Cimo, Tyler Parks, Steve 
Swenson, Pastor Katie & Jay Hines-Shah, Heike & Steven Rice, Karl Anliker, Frank & Faith Masek, 
Art Gustafson, Dirk Landis, Valerie Lee, Maria Leon, Eric Conboy, and Troop Contracting. 

The Renewing Redeemer Event Team that did an amazing job putting together the celebration 
luncheon on October 20. Thank you for the lovely and delicious lunch. Many hands helped make it a 
day to remember! Thanks to the committee members - Jo Changelian, Kris Mahon, Kathy Selcke, 
Sandy Ditewig, Cathie Floegel, and Tyler Parks. Thanks to these additional helpers – Gwen 
Entsminger, Kate Sahlas, Kathy Manofsky, Stephanie Seppanen, Sue Graunke, Marcelle Vogel, Leo 
Ditewig, Sarah Charles, Ellie Goers, and Mark Rosland.      

The wonderful volunteers that helped with all our stewardship mailings: Mike Huseth, Ann & Ted 
Doege, Gwen & Mark Entsminger, Linda Carpenter, Carol Remes, Camille Pryber, and the Tuesday 
Bible Study members.  

Lisa Graeb, Jo Changelian, and Sarah McCabe for organizing and putting away the gifts that were 
donated into the new gathering space cabinets.  

Bruce Forbush for opening the church on Sunday mornings.   

Redeemer’s 2019 Faithful Gardeners: Connie Bothen, Diane Homann, Sue Murphy, Natalie & Jack 
Murphy, Steve Taillie, Mary Landis, Bruce Forbush, Pat Quast, Linnea Wilson, and Gwen 
Entsminger. 

Juliana Medrado Gary, Julie Schwab, Kelly Parks, Bruce Forbush, and Jim Toomey for sharing their 
favorite Hymn stories in our October Wednesday evening worship services.  

October Guild volunteers: Lea Held, Stephanie Douglas, Judy Rosland  

October Coffee Hour Host volunteers: Kathy Selcke, McArthur family, McGann family, Jo Changlian, 
Lisa Graeb 

October offering counters: Ann & Ted Doege, Andy Schoneman, Will Swenson 

October ushers: Chuck Schmidt, Andrew Schoneman, Mary Landis, Mike Corcoran  

Thank you to everyone that did something extra special this month that wasn’t mentioned above.  
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Serving in November  
Altar Guild: Mary Landis, Sandy Ditewig, Karen Johnson 

Ushers:  
8:30am: Scott Graunke, Frank Masek, Jim Toomey 
11:00am: Paul Rosland Jr., Douglas McArthur 

Offering Counters:  
Carolyn & Jerry Burjan, Mary Landis 

Coffee Hour Hosts:  
November 3  Tracy Held 
November 10 Ted Doege Choir Retirement Reception 
November 17  Laverne & Bev Beener  
November 24 Pie Social 

Prayer Chain: 
Ann Doege  

Birth Announcement: 
Adam & Taylor Entsminger had a baby girl, Monroe, 
born on October 20. 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, November 
17 at 9:45am 

Agenda items include: 

2020 Budget 
Income trends at Redeemer are not keeping 
pace with routine expenses. To try and bring 
our budget as close to balanced as possible, 
the Council approved several budget 
reductions. 
  

Voting on the Nominating Committee 
(2-year term commencing January 1, 2020): Karen Burns, Sarah Charles, Janet Schoneman 

Nominating Committee members with one year to serve: Bruce Forbush, Bob Johnson, Frank Masek 

Possible Affiliation with DuPage United 
DuPage United is a non-partisan organization that works to improve the quality of life for 
individuals, families, and communities. Redeemer’s Church and Community group recommends 
Redeemer consider a two year trial membership.  
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Faithful Gardeners  
Redeemer’s 2019 gardening season has ended. We are thankful for the Faithful Gardeners who 
volunteered their time to make Redeemer’s gardens tidy, welcoming, and beautiful! A special thank 
you to Sue Murphy with grandchildren Natalie and Jack, Diane Homann, Mary Landis, Connie 
Bothen, Steve Taillie, Bruce Forbush, Pat Quast, Linnea Wilson, and Gwen Entsminger. We all water, 
weed, and plant! Come join us next year! 

Leaf Raking 
The past few years, we have been helping seniors 
through DuPage Senior Citizens Council. There was 
interest last year from our seniors that needed yard-
work help. This year we are not going to accept any 
assignments from the outside. Could you use some help 
clearing your yard of fall leaves? Mission Outreach is 
offering Leak Raking to our Redeemer Seniors over the 
November 16/17 weekend. Please contact Bruce 
Forbush (630-432-0989) or threeshrub@comcast.net 
or Cindy in the church office if you would like your yard 
raked. 

 

Fair Trade Marketplace 
For Trade Market is returning to Redeemer on Saturday, 
November 9 from 10:00am—4:00pm and Sunday, November 
10 from 9:30am—2:00pm. Ten Thousand Villages—Evanston is 
part of the oldest and largest Fair Trade organization in North 
American. By shopping the Fair Trade Market you help practice 
Trade, not Aid and help build capacity for the artisans. Please see 
the Volunteer Sign-Up poster in the hallway if you are available to 
help. Start your Christmas Shopping early!   

Quilters 
Our Redeemer Lutheran World Relief Quilters are back at work. Some of our quilters head to warmer 
climates for the winter, we could use more people! What do we all do? We need people to help iron, 
cut fabric squares with a template,  tie the quilts, or  use a machine to sew edges. Come and help once 
a month or once a week; as your schedule allows. Wednesday mornings in our newly renovated  
Fellowship Room. You can also work from home. Contact Connie Bothen, ckbothen@aol.com or any 
quilter for more information. 
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Church and Community  
Dear Redeemer Members, 

At the annual meeting on November 17, The Church and Community Small Group will ask Redeemer 
to vote on whether to pursue a membership with DuPage United.  

Church and Community is a group of Redeemer members whose mission is to inspire Redeemer 
members to work in areas of important social concern. This group has sponsored events such as the 
Dia De Los Muertos Weekend, which included a Coco movie night and a trip to the National Museum 
of Mexican Art, the Jesus and Justice adult forum series, which focused on criminal justice system, 
and the Summer 2018 book study America’s Original Sin.   

DuPage United is a broad-based, non-partisan, interfaith, multiracial community power organization 
rooted in DuPage County’s neighborhoods and congregations. Currently DuPage United is working in 
the following areas: 

●Prepared and Rapid Response — created a rapid response plan for their institution 
members to respond to incidents of hate, such as anti-semitism, islamophobia, and racism, in 
DuPage County and the surrounding area. 

●Affordable Housing — working to expand affordable housing options by creating the 
relational base for housing, identifying land and other resources, and cultivating relationships 
with potential developers. 

●Mental Health and Criminal Justice Reform — increase Crisis Intervention Team de-
escalation training for police, open Crisis Stabilization Units to encourage diversion from the 
criminal just system and provide a more effective treatment than emergency departments, and 
create affordable and supportive housing. 

●Gun Safety — map relationships we have with people who have been affected by gun violence, 
conduct one on one meetings and listening sessions to relate to gun owners who are interested in 
participating in a longitudinal study of the effect of having High-Tech-Safety-Locks in homes, and 
relate, learn, evaluate and act with our sister organizations in Metro IAF related to this issue.   

By joining DuPage United, Redeemer would have a voice in choosing the issues DuPage United works 
on in the future. Church and Community members would be Redeemers representatives to DuPage 
United with the support of the Church Council. 

We believe that joining DuPage United would help Redeemer live out its mission — “Called by Christ 
and Led by the Spirit, we strive to grow in faith, proclaim the Gospel, and share God’s blessings.”  

Some frequently asked questions can be found on the next page. Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Church and Community 
Members: Sara Spaniol, Mary Landis, Scott Spaniol, Jo Changelian, Kathy Selke, Tom Coleman, 
Lanny Wilson, Mark Entsminger, and John Hines-Shah 
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DuPage United FAQs 
Here are some answers to some frequently asked questions about DuPage United: 

What is DuPage United? Founded in 2003, DuPage United is an 
inclusive, non-profit, non-partisan organization whose members are 
civil society institutions: churches, mosques, synagogues, non-profit 
agencies, and associations. This mix of institutions have come together 
to form public relationships and to act together to improve the quality 
of life for individuals, families and communities. 

Why now? Membership for a church of Redeemer’s size is $2,000 
annually. Church and Community already has money budgeted to 
cover that cost and would like to pursue membership on a trial basis 
until we know whether it is a good fit for our congregation. 

What are the benefits? By joining DuPage United, Redeemer would receive access to local 
leadership training sessions tailored to our needs and interests. Additionally, we would receive 
the support of other institutions when working on important issues that cannot be addressed by 
Redeemer alone. Most importantly, Redeemer would have a voice in shaping the priorities of 
DuPage United and be an active participant in making a difference in the lives of people 
suffering injustice. 

What are the current initiatives? Current initiatives include prepared and rapid response, 
affordable housing, mental health and criminal justice reform, and gun safety. Detailed 
information about each initiative can be found at www.dupageunited.org  

What if I don’t like their projects? DuPage United chooses projects based on the interests 
and ideas brought forward by its members. Church and Community will reach out to the 
congregation to determine the priorities of Redeemer and bring those to DuPage United. 
Redeemer can choose which initiatives it wants to take part in. 

Is DuPage United political? DuPage United is fiercely non-partisan. But making effective 
change often requires political influence, and that sometimes requires DuPage United to work 
with politicians on both sides of the aisle to accomplish their goals. 

How can I learn more? See our Did You Know? Handout, visit www.dupageunited.org, or 
reach out to Church and Community by contacting Mary Landis at mlandisgs@aol.com.  
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Give Me Knowledge — Through Travel


“The world is a book, and those who do not travel, read only a page.” —St. Augustine 

There are many who do not like to travel. That includes members of my own 
family. Two of my favorite people, my Godparents, seldom traveled. Uncle 
Cloyd was a dairy farmer. So, he hardly ever traveled during the many years 
he milked the cows. Even when he retired from milking, he and Aunt Dot 
stayed close to home. Their overnight bags were seldom used and they 
never owned suitcases; but a set of suitcases was the graduation present 
they gave to each of their four daughters. That says something. Uncle Cloyd 
was wise in the ways of the world. He could repair just about anything 
around the farm and created many wooden toys. Aunt Dot was the source of 
news for our small town. Seriously, if anyone wanted to be “in the know”, 
they would call Aunt Dot. Their Godson, on the other hand, has traveled 
extensively. I have worn out many suitcases, and seldom leave one 
excursion without planning the next. 
      

Knowledge arrives from many sources. Our parents usually begin the process. 
School, friends, houses of worship, media, libraries, and the school of hard 
knocks all add to our treasure-trove of information. Some people, like 
“Doubting Thomas” of the New Testament, need greater proof than others in 
order to believe what they are hearing. Believing what we hear, or sometimes 
see, depends upon how much we trust the source. One of the many reasons to 
travel is to gain authentic, first-hand knowledge. Until I traveled to Israel, I 
thought the Sea of Galilee was large like an ocean or one of the Great Lakes – 
only to discover that a person can easily see from shore-to-shore at most any 
location on the Sea. Another surprise discovery occurred when I saw the 
Mona Lisa at the Louvre Museum in Paris. It is a relatively small work of art, 
measuring only 21 by 30 inches – not a large painting, befitting its popularity. 
      
A recent trip to the Grand Staircase (where Utah, Nevada, and Arizona meet) was a spectacular 
experience that photography can only attempt to capture. God created this Staircase out of the 
beautiful layers of sedimentary rock which starts from the base of the Grand Canyon, rises up along 
the colorful striated walls in Zion National Park, and ends at Rainbow Point - 9,105 feet above sea 
level. It is the highest peak in Bryce National Park. Bryce is famous for its hoodoos, geologic 
structures that look like God had a giant cake decorator and placed thousands of these enormous 
arrowhead-appearing spires on top of the staircase. 
      
Although the Grand Staircase was truly grand, grander still were the people we met along the way. 
We were accompanied by forty people from different parts of the United States, and we met some of 
the kindest people you would ever want to encounter – serving our meals, tidying our rooms, sharing 
their stories, and keeping us safe. As Rick Steves observes, “Our earth is home to over 7 billion 
equally important people.” The more we get to know them, the more we learn that they love family, 
food, beauty, and laughter much the same as us. When we isolate ourselves, there is the tendency to 
be fearful and distrustful; but as we get to know others, we have the possibility of having kindness for 
all. 

In God’s love — Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

“Give me knowledge so I may have kindness for all.” —Huron Indian Proverb 
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November 2019 

Staff 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor 
Karl Anliker, Vicar 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager 

Steve Swenson, Accountant    
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Cole Korfisti, Sunday Custodian 
Faith Masek and Venus Holzmann, Nursery Attendants 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Education Hour 
11am Worship 
3pm Music @ Redeemer: 
Gargoyle Brass Concert 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

4 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

5 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm AA, Al Anon

6 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
NO Confirmation 
6pm Guide Mtg. 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

7 
7:30am Prayer Group 
5pm Church and 
Community Mtg. 
7:30pm Worship & Music 
Committee Mtg.

8 
5pm Wedding

9 
10am-4pm Christmas 
Fair Trade Market

10 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am SS & Ted Doege 
Choir Retirement Reception  
11am Worship 
9:30am-2pm Christmas 
Fair Trade Market 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

11 
7pm Hinsdale Chorale 
Rehearsal

12 
10am Bible Study 
5:30pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal  
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

13 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:30pm Confirmation Dinner 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir 

14 
7:30am Prayer Group 
7pm Church Council

15 16 

17 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am  Sunday School  
9:45am Annual Meeting 
11am Worship 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

18 19 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon

20 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares 
4:45pm Children’s Choir 
5:45pm Alleluia Ringers 
6pm Confirmation  Class 
7pm Worship 
7:30pm Festival Choir

21 
7:30am Prayer Group

22 23 

24 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Pie Social 
11am Worship 
2pm Family Movie Afternoon 
5pm HS Youth Group 
7pm AA

25 26 
10am Bible Study 
6:30pm  AA, Al Anon 
7pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal  

27 
9:00am Quilters 
2pm Farm Shares

28 
7:30am Prayer Group 

Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 

29 

Office Closed 

30
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Periodical

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, November 17 

at 9:45am 

Agenda items include: 

2020 Budget, Affiliation with DuPage United, 
and Voting on the Nominating Committee. 

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org

