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Where Is Your Home? 
Adrienne McCully, the leader of DuPage United, a community group 
Redeemer voted to join on a trial basis, recently asked me this 
question. At first it seemed like a straightforward question. For the last 
eight years, I have lived just across the street from Redeemer at 108 
East First Street in the extra Episcopal parsonage my family rents here  
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in Hinsdale. But, I sensed Adrienne’s question was about more than where 
I happen to eat and sleep most days of the year. 

I could have answered “Chicago” where I was born, or “Washington” where 
I grew up. I could have talked about the Lutheran Church as a whole, or the 
academy were I know the rules, or the kitchen were I have some expertise. 
It turns out I have many homes, and maybe you do too.  

Of course there’s a flip side. I’ve felt like I didn’t belong: in the middle 
school lunchroom, at social gatherings, when dealing with my own illness 
or insecurity. It’s a strange and disorienting feeling. Maybe you have felt it 
too. 

We at Redeemer know that beyond these metaphors for home there is also literal homelessness in 
our community. Every Saturday night, May through September, we host a PADS shelter making a 
home for upwards of 50 men, women, and children. We know that many of our guests find that their 
physical homelessness makes a sense of having no home even more acute. Not having an address 
makes it hard to go to school, have a job, get mental health services, build a community, and so much 
more.   

Jesus was homeless. He once told his disciples: “Foxes have holes, birds have nests, but the one of 
man has nowhere to lay his head,” Luke 9:57. This wasn’t just a description of Jesus’ material 
experience. Jesus was rejected by the world he so loved, betrayed by his friends, and crucified by 
those he came to save. Jesus knows how this feels. 

During Lent, we Christians seek to come closer to Jesus, which means we will feel some of these 
feelings of homelessness. At Redeemer this season, part of our journey will view Jesus’ homelessness 
through the lens of the homelessness still experienced by people in our community. Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00—7:00pm and Sunday mornings from 9:45–10:45am, we will learn 
about homelessness, and you may notice language of home and homelessness in our liturgies during 
the season. Likewise, a special mission outreach project later in the season will enable us to do 
something tangible to help our neighbors in need. 

But this isn’t all. 

It’s exciting to write a Lent—Easter newsletter article where I get to tell the whole story! As homeless 
as Jesus was on earth, he did not abandon his creation. We know that, after three days in the tomb, 
Jesus rose from the dead promising resurrection life not just to human beings but also to all of 
creation. 

In Revelation, we hear the vision of things to come: 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 

was no more. And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell  with them; they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.”  

–-Revelation 21:1-4 

It may be a surprise to some to hear that that the author of Revelation envisions life with God, not in 
some heaven above the clouds, but here on earth with God in our midst. God promises to make his 
home with us and, by doing so, makes earth home to each of us eternally. 
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During the Easter season, we will remember that our planet is not just God’s good creation, but also 
our home. We will give thanks for this incredible gift and seek out ways of caring for the earth so that 
it comes closer to Revelation’s promise. 

Where is our home? Not here on earth the way things are, but it could be here on earth the way God 
intends it to be. We give thanks to Jesus who through his life, death and resurrection shows us the 
way bringing us home. 

Thanks be to God!  
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 

A Quilted Community Sabbatical 
After eight years of ministry here at Redeemer, Pr. Katie will be on sabbatical from May 22—August 
21, 2020. Sunday, May 17 will be Pr. Katie’s farewell and last Sunday before taking her summer 
sabbatical. In the spring of 2019, Redeemer formed a Sabbatical Committee to think through 
opportunities and challenges of a sabbatical. Together with Pr. Katie, they solicited congregational 
input, presented the council with ideas, held adult forums, and wrote a grant application. As many of 
you know, the Lily Foundation awarded Redeemer nearly $50,000 for our proposed sabbatical. What 
a wonderful affirmation of our good work! 

The Lily Foundation describes a sabbatical for pastors as a time to step away briefly from day-to-day 
ministry activities for the purpose of rest, renewing relationships, and doing things that “make your 
heart sing.” The theme of our sabbatical, A Quilted Community, describes both Pr. Katie’s life and 
our community as a quilt, made of up of treasured pieces, old and new, made more beautiful because 
of the contrast of the pieces. Our sabbatical will both let Pr. Katie and us, as a congregation, explore 
this theme. 
 
Our sabbatical will give Pr. Katie time to step away from day-to-day ministry activities. She will have 
time renew relationships with family and friends. She will get to engage in creative work and 
continue the work she has been doing to be healthy and strong. She will also have the opportunity to 
have new experiences through travel with her family, including a three-week trip to Tanzania.  

Redeemer will benefit from sabbatical too. Redeemer will have pastoral support. Vicar Karl, who will 
have been with us for nine months, will be a full-time resource for pastoral care and day-to-day  
parish needs. Redeemer member, Pr. Linnea Wilson, will serve as our Supervising Pastor during this 
time. She will oversee all sacramental activities and will assist Vicar Karl, as needed. The Lily Grant 
will provide a stipend for her services. 

Redeemer will have opportunities to explore rest and renewal activities too. Summer at Redeemer is 
by nature a more restful time. We will have just one Sunday service and only occasional adult forums.  
Sunday school takes a hiatus as does confirmation. Many groups do not meet during the summer. But 
that’s not all. Redeemer will also seek to deepen our relationships with each other. There will be 
opportunities to get to know fellow members, to share stories, and to take part in a group art project.   

Sabbatical is intended to promote longer pastorates. While Pr. Katie has no intention of leaving 
Redeemer anytime soon, the Lily application actually requires a pastor to agree to stay at their 
current parish at least one-year beyond sabbatical. This sabbatical summer is a good opportunity for 
us to get the ideas and energy we need to do something new. When Pr. Katie returns on Sunday 
August 22, we will have so much to talk about and share! When we come back this fall rested and 
renewed, we will have new ideas and energy for whatever God is doing next here at Redeemer. 
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Quilted Community Sabbatical 
Sending Gifts to Tanzania 
Part of Pr. Katie’s sabbatical will be a three-week trip to Tanzania for the entire Hines-Shah 
family. As part of their trip, the Hines-Shahs will be visiting a number of mission sites. Pr. 
Katie will be taking some of our quilts to share.  

Some of you have also asked if you could send financial 
gifts. Toward that end, Redeemer’s Mission Team will 
set up a bulletin board in May with the locations and 
missions of the various projects. You can choose a 
project to support or write a check to be shared with all 
of them. Write your check to Redeemer with the note 
“Tanzania Mission.” We will be collecting donations 
starting on Sunday, May 3 through the end of the 
month. 

Thank you for “sharing your blessings!” 

Here’s a list of some of the places the Hines-Shahs will be visiting: 

Arusha Lutheran Medical Center   
A 100 bed hospital serving primarily women and children.  

Plaster House   
A center for children who come to receive medical care at Arusha Lutheran Medical Center.  

Just $4 per day covers the costs of a child’s stay. 

Walk in Love Day Care  
A new kind of ministry supporting working families so children don’t end up in orphanages. 

MaaSae Girls’ Secondary School  
A school run by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania for girls coming from the 
nomadic tribes of Northern Tanzania.  360 girls are enrolled – most go on to college! 

Lutheran World Relief  
The Hines-Shahs will have the unique opportunity to visit a warehouse in Dar es Salaam where 

quilts and kits are stored before being shipped to people in need.  

Questions? Talk to Pr. Katie or Mission Chair Marie McGann. 
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Lent, Homelessness & Vulnerability 
I spent a summer during my seminary education serving as a chaplain 
with the Night Ministry in Chicago. It’s part of the reason I was thrilled to 
learn that the Night Ministry is a mission partner of Redeemer's. I 
travelled on a bus four nights per week with a team of volunteers, 
ministers, a case manager, and a nurse practitioner. The Night Ministry 
provides housing, health care, and human connection. My role was mainly 
to connect clients with services on the bus, answer questions, and provide 
a listening ear, the human connection.

The first time I ever travelled out on the bus, I was very nervous and not 
sure what to say. I could imagine the challenging situations people around the city found themselves 
in. Homelessness, poverty, addiction, trauma, violence, grief, chronic illness, isolation, 
the list went on. As I sat on the bus that first night, I became increasingly worried. How could I 
possibly stand out by the bus in a clergy collar (the one I still wear on Sunday) and offer anything to 
anyone? My nerves were ramping up; I stepped off the bus. I was afraid. 

The second I got out of the bus, someone came right up to me. They told me “You are a vessel of the 
Holy Spirit, we all are!” We talked for a while, they grabbed a sandwich and went about their evening. 
I never saw them again. That entire summer, I would try my best to bring a listening ear and 
compassion for vulnerable people, but I often received messages of faith, rather than 
offering them myself. I had been convinced I needed to offer them the Gospel or bring it there, 
but God was already at work. I increasingly have come to realize that we are called to listen carefully, 
especially with marginalized and vulnerable people, rather than insist upon our own ideas. The 
Gospel was already there; I just needed to listen.  

Much of the European Christian missionary tradition has been beset with racism and colonialism 
based upon the theological conviction that missionaries would “bring the Gospel” to a “savage” place 
that doesn’t know Christ. Now, I will be the first to confess that we are as a church the hands and feet 
of Christ in the world. However, this does not mean that the Gospel is only limited by our travels and 
our selfish ability to cast ourselves as the savior in everyone else’s story. These practices do 
more to center the work of ourselves than the work of the Gospel. 

I hope this story encourages all of us to be vulnerable and reflect on God’s call in our lives to those 
who are struggling through homelessness. I pray that our hearts and minds will be open to receiving 
all God has in store for us through Wednesday nights in Lent for intergenerational learning, adult 
forums on Sundays involving PADS, and that we might worship in light of God, in Jesus Christ who 
found no place to lay his head, wandered in the wilderness, and was scorned, even killed, by the 
authorities of his day.  

What might it mean for us to worship this Lent in the shadow of the Crucified One, Jesus, who 
became fully human in suffering? One artist depicted Jesus as a homeless person, a bronze statue, 
sleeping on a park bench. The community was startled. I wonder how we, at Redeemer, might be 
nervous, afraid, startled, and vulnerable this season. 

How will our Lenten study of homelessness change how we understand the new life we 
celebrate in Christ this Easter? 

Vicar Karl Anliker 
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High School Summer 
Adventure Trip 
The Summer Adventure Trip to Camp Amnicon will take 
place the week of Monday, July 20–Saturday, July 25. 
Students who are entering high school (Fall 2020) and up 
are eligible to participate in this awesome faith building 
experience. If you know a high school student or recent 
high school graduate (2017–2019) who would be interested 
in this opportunity, please help them get connected with 
Tyler before Sunday, March 16.  

Students will have the opportunity to find fellowship with 
their peers, dive deeper in their faith, and experience the 
wonders of God’s creation in the Northwest Wilderness of 
Wisconsin. This three—four day canoe trip will be lead by 
experienced Camp Amnicon guides as we either paddle 
around the Apostle Islands or take a trip down one of 
Wisconsin’s most iconic rivers. This will be a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for your student, so make sure that 
they get connected with Tyler to register. 

Easter Breakfast Between Services on April 12 
To help offset the cost of the summer trip, our students will 
host an Easter Breakfast between services on Sunday, April 
12. This has quickly become one of students’ most favorite 
ways to raise funds for their summer activities. This 
breakfast is always provided for by families of students 
attending the trip and their supporters at no cost, and 
students collect a free-will offering.  

4th of July Parking | July 4, 2020 
Another free-will donation supporting the students 
attending the Summer Adventure Trip. Students will “park” 
cars in the Redeemer parking lot to raise funds for their trip 
to Camp Amnicon this summer.  

Want to make a lasting impact on the Youth of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church?  

Please consider matching any donations collected at Easter 
Breakfast or 4th of July Parking at Redeemer. Every penny 
collected makes for an unforgettable week in the 
Wisconsin wilderness as students work together to dive 
deeper in faith and wider in friendships. Whether you are 
able to “match” up to a specific amount or would like to 
“match” dollar-for-dollar the amount that our students 
raise, we are most grateful for every level of contribution to 
our endeavor. Thank you for your continued support of 
these important ministries at Redeemer Lutheran Church! 
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Sunday School 
2.16 Jesus Teaches About Anger 
2.23   The Transfiguration 
3.01   The First Sin 
3.08   Abram’s Call 
3.22   Pool of Siloam  
3.29   Lazarus   
 Spring Break Week (D84) 

4.05   Palm Sunday 
4.12   Easter Sunday  
 (No Sunday School) 
4.19   Doubting Thomas 
4.26   The Road to Emmaus 
5.03   Early Believers  
 (Confirmation Sunday) 
5.10   God’s House (Mother’s Day) 
5.17   Promise of the Holy Spirit 
 Last Day of Sunday School  
 Celebration Honoring:  
 Sunday School Teachers,  
 Confirmation Guides, and 
 Children’s Choir Helpers 

Confirmation 
2.19 Class (Apostles Creed 3) 
2.26 Class (Faith Statement Overview)  
 Ash Wednesday 
3.04 Lent Dinner, Church & Community Study 
3.11 Lent Dinner, Church & Community Study 
3.19 Lent Dinner, Church & Community Study 
3.25 Lent Dinner, Church & Community Study 
4.01 Lent Dinner, Church & Community Study 
4.08 Holy Week – No Class 
4.12 Easter Sunday | Egg Hunt | Breakfast 
4.15 Class (Finalizing Faith Statements) 
4.22 Confirmation Picnic 
4.29 Confirmation Walkthrough with  
 Families | Receive Robes 
5.03 Confirmation Sunday (11:00am Worship) 
 Youth Group Introduction Night  
5.06 Guide Social  
5.10 Mother’s Day 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School will be on Spring 
Break the week of March 29. We 
have a special celebration 
scheduled on Sunday, May 17 
(our last day of Sunday School) 
to honor our Sunday School 
Teachers, Confirmation Guides, 
and Children’s Choir Leaders. 
Please join us after the service 
that Sunday as we celebrate the 
end of a year of Sunday School 
and the beginning of the summer 
season!  

Confirmation 
As the end of the Confirmation year approaches, we are so 
proud of our four second-year Confirmation students who 
will be affirming the promises made for them at their 
baptisms. We ask that you join us on Sunday, May 3 at the 
11:00am service to celebrate Abby Swanson, Cody Knoll, Ella 
Graeb, and Tian Schulte! We look forward to seeing them 
grow in their faith and full membership at Redeemer, and 
we will welcome them into the High School Youth Group 
later that evening! 

During the Lenten Season, all Confirmands will be preparing 
by working on their Faith Statements as they continue to 
grow and explore their faith. Throughout the Lenten Season 
each week, they will explore prompts that help them to think 
about their baptismal promises, favorite Bible verses, 
questions they may still have about faith, and so much more! 
Second-year students will then have the opportunity to 
express their faith by reading portions of their faith 
statements on Confirmation Sunday! 

High School Youth Group 
Mark your calendars, as these 
will be the dates that the High 
School Youth Group will meet 
throughout the end of the year! 
Sunday evenings at 5:00pm. 

3.01 | 3.15 | 3.22  

3.29  
(TBD Spring Break Week)  

4.05 | 4.26 

5.03   
Confirmation Sunday/Special 

Induction Night! 

5.10   
Final Youth Group Activity Before 

Summer Activities Begin!

Intentional Parenting 
Intentional Parenting is a newly 
formed group that seeks to affirm 
and encourage adults in their journey 
through life, faith, and parenthood. A 
safe place where parents can come to 
learn practical ways to influence their 
children, youth, and young adults as 
we all continue to deal with the 
constantly changing world around us. 

Join us at any of our upcoming group 
sessions: Sundays, March 8 (Faith-Filled 

Families), April 19, May 17, and June 7.  
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Adult Forums Through Lent 
Join us throughout the Lenten Season as we learn more about homelessness and the organizations 
that Redeemer is connected to as we seek to support them in their mission to end homelessness in 
DuPage County and the surrounding Chicagoland area. Specific themes and speakers to look for: 

Sunday, March 1 
DuPage United will be here to talk about an action they were responsible for to create additional 
affordable housing in Elgin, Illinois. 

Sunday, March 8 
PADS will be here to share about the ways they are able to support those 
experiencing homelessness: from shelter housing, hotel respite for those 
undergoing medical treatment, employment readiness opportunities, 
and so much more! 

Sunday, March 15 
Hear from the volunteers from our own Redeemer community who have 
stepped up to the plate to support PADS guests during the summer, 
when Redeemer becomes a seasonal shelter for those experiencing homelessness. Also, find out just 
what goes into being a PADS volunteer and get the opportunity to serve at the Labor Day overnight! 

Sunday March 22 
Dr. Stephen Brown, the Director of Preventative Emergency Medicine of the 
University of Illinois, Chicago will be with us to share more ways that Redeemer can 
care for those experiencing homelessness. 

And even more opportunities to experience activities designed to help educate 
Redeemer on homelessness are scheduled to come! Be sure to join us again after 
Easter, on April 19 as Mission Outreach will lead us through an activity providing 
overnight bags for Chicago’s Night Ministry!  

Progressive Dinner 
Join us on Saturday, April 18 from 6:00—9:00pm as the Women’s Connection hosts Redeemer’s 
Annual Progressive Dinner. A night of fun and fellowship will be had as we make our way around 
town dining and socializing at different spots and homes throughout the evening.  

This is one of our best events with a special night out for adults to enjoy a 
fine meal while getting to know other members.  In case you have not 
participated, all who are attending show up at one home for appetizers and 
beverages.  Then we breakdown into groups of 6-10 for entrees at other 
members’ homes. (Entrees are catered and will note any allergies/requests as 
needed.) After that, we all meet up for desserts at one final home. Breaking 
bread with the people you see at church, follow in the communion line, sing 
with in the choir, are just a few highlights. It is a wonderful night to just relax 
with people you know and those you will get to know.  
  
You won’t want to miss this yearly event. Cost is $25 per person, payable in advance to the church 
office. There will be a raffle for prizes, too! Everyone is welcome to come; singles and couples. Sign-
up at church on the board in the hallway. Ask any questions to Cindy who will direct you to us, the 
Women’s Connection Team. 
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Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School will take place this summer AT 
REDEEMER beginning at 1PM, Monday through 
Friday, the week of June 22 – 26! Our theme this 
year is On Earth As It Is In Heaven, a VBS resource 
by created by ELCA World Hunger. Through each 
petition of the Lord’s Prayer (our daily themes) our 
children and adults are invited to (re-) experience the 
Lord’s Prayer and to see the connections between 
prayer and service in the world! Mark your calendars 
and let us know if your child(ren) is/are planning to 
attend this summer by checking out our website 
(beginning in March!) for more information! 
Registration will be open for children 3YO to 5th 
grade on the website (beginning in March!) We are 
looking for leaders who can help support our 
Vacation Bible School, and welcome students 6th 
grade – 12th grade, as well as adults of all ages to 
participate this summer. Middle / High School 
Students: This is a great way to get a head start on 
n e x t y e a r s ’ s e r v i c e h o u r s ! C o n t a c t 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org for more information. 
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New Song 
I was recently reflecting on the number of times that my expectation of an experience or place was 
completely different from what the reality turned out to be. I don’t think of myself as a pessimist, but 
the situation has almost always been that I expect something to be horrible, boring, difficult, or 
painful and it turns out instead to be surprising, wonderful, life-giving, and thought-provoking. I 
realize how much I would have missed if I had let my preconceived ideas sway me away from the 
place or encounter.  

Deciding to participate in groups or events at church can be complicated. We all have so many things 
competing for our time and energy, and sometimes, we just need more rest and quiet. Even when the 
schedule permits, we might feel hesitant or like we don’t know what we’re “getting ourselves into.” 

Our volunteer and professional musicians provide us with a wonderful variety of music each Sunday. 
Our meeting times are much more than just rehearsals for Sundays, though. We share our joys and 
concerns with one another and lift each other up in prayer. We learn about music and about God. We 
refine our skills and challenge ourselves with new and different music. We have a lot of fun! We build 
community together. I am so glad they all made a decision to be here. 

If you are looking for a way to engage further with life here at Redeemer, check into one of our music 
groups and see where you might find a home. I firmly believe that everyone has a voice, and everyone 
can learn! We have all levels of skill and training represented in our different groups, and we are 
always looking for new members. Talk to me if you are interested and would like to know more. 

Peace, 
Heike 
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Come be part of  
Redeemer’s Music Ministry 

Rehearsals 

Children’s Choir 
Wednesdays 4:45-5:30pm 

Alleluia Ringers 
Wednesdays 5:45-6:45pm 

Festival Choir 
Wednesdays 7:30-9:00pm 

Praise Band  
2nd Tuesdays at 5:30pm, 4th Tuesdays at 7pm 

Learn more about each group and view monthly schedules by visiting the 
music page on Redeemer’s website. 
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February 26: Worship at 12:15pm and 7:00pm  
(Childcare available at 7:00pm) 

Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return. 

These are the words spoken to each of us as we enter 
the season of Lent through the liturgy of Ash 
Wednesday. On this night we come together to 
remember our sinfulness and our mortality. In a world 
intent on denying these realities one might wonder 
why Christians would voluntarily subject themselves to 
such a thing. Our answer is simple:   

Because sin and death are real. 

We all know we fall short of God’s plan for us. We sin through what we do and what 
we fail to do.  We do not love our neighbors as ourselves. We do not love God as we 
ought. Sinfulness is bigger than just our own faults and failings. We know our world 
is fallen too. Things do not work out the way they should. Justice is denied. Nations 
rage. Creation suffers.  

We all know that sickness and death have power over us. Through addiction, 
overwork, lack of exercise, or poor eating habits we can harm ourselves. Yet even 
when we do everything “right” our bodies and minds can fail us. There are illnesses 
for which there are no cures. Every one of us will die.   

Ash Wednesday allows us to acknowledge these realities and gives us new 
opportunities to face these harder parts of life. 

First - we can seek a new way of life through repentance. You can’t fix a problem 
you don’t acknowledge. When we realize that we aren’t living the way we should we 
can make new choices – we can change our diet, we can exercise, we can stop lying 
or cheating, we can seek forgiveness. 

Second -  we can seek help from our community. The twelve step programs know – 
a first step is admitting our own powerlessness. When we admit that we are weak, 
that we need help, we often find that others are willing to help us. Some of us have 
been through similar experiences. Others may know resources.  Still others pray.  
We experience Ash Wednesday together because salvation is a group project.  We 
need the community  to help us keep on track and show us the way. 

Third – we can turn to God to save us. Lutherans are the first to acknowledge, we 
will not be able to turn fully from sin any  more than we will be able to cheat death. 
God is our only refuge and strength. By putting our trust in God we can let go of our 
own fear and shame. We may be dust, and to dust we may return but God made 
humankind from dust. Surely God can raise us from dust again. 
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Lent at Redeemer 
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Ash Wednesday 
Join us on February 26 at 12:15pm or 7:00pm for Ash 
Wednesday worship as we begin the season of Lent with 
the imposition of ashes, confession, scripture, prayer, and 
Holy Communion.

Midweek Wednesday 
Lenten Worship  
During the season of Lent, we will 
be singing the St. Francis Evening 
Prayer setting by Michael Joncas. 
We’ll have special cantors and 
instrumentalists throughout the 
season. There will be readings, 
scripture, and prayers written by 
the congregation. 

As we celebrate the Easter season, 
we will return to a favorite worship 
setting: Marty Haugen’s Holden 
Evening Prayer. We will share Holy 
C o m m u n i o n e a c h w e e k i n 
Eastertide.

Liturgical Art 
The Worship and 
Music Committee 
will be working on 
setting the spaces for 
worship according to 
the seasons. This will 
involve several quick 
changes starting at 
the end of February 
t h r o u g h E a s t e r . 
Please talk to Heike 
if you are able to 
help out, particularly 
o n S a t u r d a y s o r 
weekday mornings.

Community  
Art Project 
During Lent, we will be working 
on a community art project 
which we will use for our Easter 
Vigil and then install in the 
downstairs hallway throughout 
Eastertide. Watch for your 
opportunity to participate in 
the project during the month of 
March. Contact Heike if you are 
interested in helping prepare or 
install the materials. We need 
to cut a lot of paper to prepare 
and glue pieces together in time 
for the Easter Vigil. 

Lenten Book Study 
Join us throughout Lent as 
w e e x p l o r e W e l c o m e 
H o m e l e s s : O n e M a n ’ s 
Journey of Discovering the 
Meaning of Home; a book 
by Alan Graham. Readings 
from the book will be used 
each week in midweek 
worship during the months 
of Lent. Pick-up a copy of 
the book today outside the 
Parish Room, and make sure 
to sign-up on the clipboard 
to connect with a small 
group. Contact Tyler or 
V i c a r K a r l f o r m o r e 
information.  

Soup Suppers 
S o u p S u p p e r s w i l l b e g i n o n 
Wednesday, March 4 at 5:30pm. 
Come for soup, salad, and great 
conversations as we engage on a 
series of activities each week hosted 
by Church and Community at 
6:00pm. Wednesday Night Worship 
caps-off our evening at 7:00pm, as all 
are welcome to join in the sanctuary. 
All are welcome.  

March 4: Hosted by Church Council 
March 11: Hosted by Sunday School Teachers 

March 18: Hosted by Church Musicians 
March 25: Hosted by Confirmation Families  

April 1: TBD
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How can we care for one another 
this Lent and Easter? 

At Redeemer we care for one another, and our wider community, in a variety of ways. However, we 
especially find an easy way to connect and care for one another through our organized Caring 

Ministries! These include friend to friend (meals), spiritual visitors, and the prayer chain!  

You can connect with all of these programs  
by contacting the church office  

(630-323-5530 or office@redeemerhinsdale.org) 
 

If you or someone you know needs meals due to hospitalization,  
surgery, birth, or death, this group can help! Additionally, if you want  

to provide meals contact Gail McCarthy (gailmcc@mq94.org) 
 

This team provides compassionate conversation and often communion to  
folks in need. If you know someone who may need a visit or would like  

to learn more about becoming a spiritual visitor, contact the church office! 
 

Anyone can request prayer for someone else or be prayed for. If you would like 
learn more about joining this team to offer prayer for the community,  

email Ann Doege (flight822@comcast.org)  

Palm Sunday — Quilt Sunday  
Palm Sunday, April 5 — Worship at 8:30am and 11:00am 
The Redeemer Quilters have been hard at work all fall and winter making quilts for those in need. 
Quilt Sunday will be Palm Sunday, April 5. 
  
Ways you can help: 

Buy a Quilt for $35, funds help to buy batting. 
Come and join us on any Wednesday morning, no sewing experience needed. 
Donate new or lightly used sheets, draperies, fabric. 
Sew or cut fabric at home, contact Connie Bothen, ckbothen@aol.com, or any quilter.  

Redeemer Quilters include: Bev Beener, Connie Bothen, Rose Deets, Ann Doege, Gwen Entsminger, 
Diane Homann, Karen Johnson, Faith Masek, Gail McCarthy, Hadley McCarthy, Dot McCarthy, 
Natalie Murphy, Sue Murphy, Ann Roberts, Joan Rosland, Trish Rosland, Judy Rosland, Kate Sahlas, 
Barbara Saniie, Barb Schmidt, Joan Schroeder, Joan Romer-Sheppel, and Marilyn Stuewe. 
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The Maundy Thursday service will be held 
at Redeemer on April 9 at 7:00pm. This 
service traditionally ends the penitential 
practices of Lent and begins the final 
preparation for Easter. Maundy has its root 
in the Latin mandatum and mandé in 
middle english, meaning command. 
Therefore, this worship service is rooted in 
the central command of Christ to love 
another as Christ first loved us! This 
worship will live out this command in rituals of confession and absolution, 
footwashing, and in Holy Communion.The Bible records two events on the 
Thursday before Jesus’ death: his last extraordinary meal with his followers 
and his symbolic gesture of washing their feet. Join us for this immersive 
service of ancient rituals that remind us of the love we receive and offer to the 
world!  

Our music ensembles and soloists will join together for 
Good Friday worship on April 10 at 7:00pm using an 
array of musical styles to tell the story and reflect on the 
events of Holy Week. During Advent we lit candles one at 
a time to represent the light brought into the world in the 
form of the baby Jesus. On Good Friday, we gradually 
extinguish lights to acknowledge what darkness there is 
without Christ. Knowing the celebration of the 
resurrection of our Lord is near, we pause on this night to 
listen, sing, pray, and reflect. 

Easter Vigil – Saturday April 11 at 7:00pm — This is the Night! 
So begins the ancient service of the Easter Vigil – the highlight of the church 
year and a unique opportunity to enter into the salvation story of the church 
through history, mystery and into our present day.  
 
We gather in the light of a new fire and proclaim Christ risen.  Heading to the 
Fellowship Hall we will hear again the great stories of salvation reimagined 
through drama, song, and even in magic!  Moving upstairs into a darkened 
church, we recommit to leading lives as baptized Christians. (If you or 
someone you love would like to be baptized at this service, please contact Pr. 
Katie.) As the lights come on, we will hear the Easter story proclaimed for the 
first time in 2020. We will share in a communion like no other with breads 
from around the world, champagne, and sparkling grape juice. And then 
there will be a party! 

As you might expect, this service takes more than an hour (we usually come in 
at two) but there will be child care, changes of venue, snacks, candle lighting, 
and so much more. We will have childcare available for the littlest members, 
although this is a great service for kids to experience. Note: we don’t do this 
every every year – making the opportunity to take part all the much more 
special. 

Bring your family. Bring your friends. Celebrate the greatest night in the 
history of the world – the night Jesus defeated sin, death, and the devil and 
ushered in resurrection life for us all. 

14

M
au

n
dy

 
 T

hu
rs

da
y

Ea
st

er
 V

ig
il

G
oo

d 
Fr

id
ay



LENT/EASTER 2020 REDEEMER RECORD

 

Easter Flower Order 
To order your Easter flowers, fill out this form. 

Leave it in the church office or mail it to:  
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale 60521.   

The deadline to order is Sunday, March 29. 

Please reserve the following plants: 

   Lilies ($17.50)     Red Azaleas ($20)  
   Blue Hydrangeas ($35)   Yellow Daffodils ($12.50) 

   Pick Up     Leave for Donation  

Name         Phone #     

Make checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Faithful Gardeners 2020 
All help is welcome to keep our Redeemer gardens beautiful and welcoming this spring and summer! 
Redeemers Faithful Gardeners will resume the second Saturday in May and meet monthly from 
8:00am—9:00am. We meet the third Saturday if we are rained out. Help is needed in the following 
areas: weed, deadhead, and water. Bring your own gloves and kneeling pad. 

2020 Dates 
May 9 

June 13 
July 11 

August 8 
September 12 

October 10 

If you cannot make the group workdays, contact Connie Bothen for a space to work on when you have 
time. We also need extra volunteers to water pots/plantings during dry spells. 
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Redeemer is a Polling Place 
Tuesday, March 17 

(6:00am until close at 7:00pm) 
Remember to vote! 

Primary early voting starts March 2-14. You can register to 
vote on the day of the election at your polling place. You 
need driver’s license or state ID and another official ID 

that shows your address – a utility bill, etc. For 
information about registration, change of address, early 
voting sites, sample ballot for each precinct, and FAQ’s 

contact: DuPage County Election information 
www.dupageco.org/election or 630-407-5600. Illinois 

online voter registration: https//ova.elections.il.gov  

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins at 2:00am


Sunday, 
March 8 

Set your clocks 
forward one hour! 
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DuPage County PADS 
It’s Summer PADS season again and your involvement in this important homeless mission right here 
at Redeemer is very much needed. As dedicated PADS volunteers move away over time, or simply 
aren’t able to volunteer any longer, it becomes a real challenge to keep our mission going without 
people stepping in for the first time. Everyone will get a refresher, but especially new people who will 
also be working with experienced volunteers. Our first weekend is Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning, May 23/24.  That’s the weekend when Memorial Day is celebrated.  PLEASE don’t wait to 
see if you have the weekend open. Your commitment will likely be just two—three hours, so if you are 
willing, please sign-up via the link below and plan around it. Thank you! 

Two ways to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4BA9AB28A31-redeemer 

Call: Caryl Molinaro (708-705-3470) or Dirk Landis (312-953-9547) to sign you up. 

Mission Outreach Update 
Thank you to everyone who donated items for the Hinsdale Community Services food pantry during 
our Souper Bowl of Caring event! Mission Outreach has tentatively scheduled a snack bag packing 
event for The Night Ministry for Sunday, April 19.  Stay tuned for details… 
 

Synod Updates 
Redeemer is part of the Metro Chicago Synod of the ELCA. We are reminded 
that we do not do this work alone but as a part of the larger church, in a shared 
mission to proclaim the gospel, make disciples, and to do justice! For the latest 
news from the synod visit: www.mcselca.org (newsletter link found at the 
bottom of the homepage). The synod newsletter update from February 
includes information about Black History Month, Lutheran campus and 
outdoor ministries, and synod assembly information! You will also find a 
picture from Redeemer featured in the synod newsletter! Check it out! 
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Lutherdale 50 Forward Celebration Day 
Tuesday, May 12 | 9:30am – 4:00pm 
Join us as we celebrate Elderhood with our keynote speakers, Angela Stephenson and Maryanna 
Kyle, from Come Alive! Ministries. How does God guide us to care for our body and spirit? Join us for 
an experiential presentation from the creators of Come Alive! 

You will: 
Discover spiritual practices to strengthen your relationship with God 
Eat delicious natural whole foods that naturally reduce inflammation 
Experience activities that bring a more peaceful rhythm to daily life 
Be encouraged & encourage others as Christian believers on your well-being journey! 

  
This day will include breakout sessions with our speaker and hands-on interactive experiences with 
Lutherdale Staff. 

The Lutherdale staff will get you up and moving with music and team-building activities. 

Break out session with the key-note presenter to join in more in-depth conversations. 

Ever considered being a beekeeper? Join Executive Director Jeff Bluhm at the beehives to learn what 
beekeeping is all about. 

The food is always a hit at Lutherdale. Participate in a hands-on learning experience with Chef Mike 
and get a recipe to take home. 

AND MORE! 
  
Cost will be $25 to meet at Lutherdale (you provide your own transportation) OR $40 per person (to 
take a 15 passenger van). The deadline to sign-up is Sunday, April 26! Please let Tyler know of 
your interest and to reserve a spot on the van! 
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Capital Campaign Update 
Giving through the end of 2019 totaled $1,172,297. We are very thankful for 
your support and generosity.  

We still have $152,695 remaining in pledged giving from Redeemer 
members. We ask if you fell behind in 2019 that you try to catch up 
by the end of the first quarter in 2020. And, if you would like to pay 
the remainder of your pledge early, we’ll accept that too! 

Thank you again for your generosity. Living Christ’s Call — Imagine 
the Difference! 

Kris Malkoski 
Capital Campaign Chairperson 

Covenant Endowment Fund Grants 
Redeemer’s Covenant Endowment Fund Set to Offer Grants 
Apply Now! 

Redeemer’s Covenant Endowment Fund, through the years, has steadily grown in value. As of the 
most recent statement the Fund had a value of about $725,000. 

Early in the year, the Council, acting in accordance with the Bylaws and on the recommendation of 
the Endowment Committee, determines what percentage of the Fund's value can prudently be made 
available for distribution to support Redeemer's various ministries and ministry areas. 

Each year Redeemer’s Endowment offers grants for support of mission outside of Redeemer, to 
support the building and other capital assets, and to support other ministries of Redeemer. 
Endowment monies do not replace budgeted expenses and cannot go to ongoing expenses (like 
salaries). Any member of Redeemer can apply for grant monies. The Council, with the assistance of 
the ministry committees, decides on any endowment disbursements. 

Endowment grant applications are due March 16, 2020. Applications can be picked up 
in the church office. Total amount available for grants is $24,000. 

Council encourages members to use this money as a catalyst for engagement. Examples might 
include setting up a matching fund for gifts given by Redeemer members to a ministry partner, 
starting a new ministry with potential to reach community members, and expanding an existing 
ministry to involve more church members than previously served.   

Endowment grants allow the church an opportunity to take risks, grow ministries, and get more 
people involved. The Council encourages congregation members to be creative, to dream, and to 
propose something that, when accomplished, will excite others. 

Grant applications will be reviewed by Council at their April meeting, and awards will be announced 
no later than May 1. 

If you have questions or want to know more, please feel free to contact Pr. Katie, or Council 
President, Kris Mahon. 
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Church and Community 
Our Mission: To inspire Redeemer members to work in areas of important social concern and 
develop resources to inform, motivate, and train Redeemer members on issues of social justice in our 
community and beyond. 

In partnership with other ministries, the Church and Community Group of Redeemer is welcoming 
our Neighbors and being welcomed by them. Following are a few examples: 

DuPage United 
Lanny and Linnea Wilson attended the January Leadership meeting in Glen Ellyn. There were 
approximately 30 other leaders at this meeting from a variety of backgrounds - including Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, and Secular (i.e. Illinois Education Association). Redeemer hosted the February 
Leadership meeting on Wednesday, February 19, and sent eight individuals (both members and staff) 
to the Leadership Training at Union Church in Hinsdale in February. Those who attend explored 
topics important to Redeemer and learned how to develop strategies for effective action on key 
issues. 

Faith on Tap 
Faith on Tap celebrated its one-year anniversary in December. We will continue to meet on the 
second Sunday of the month at Black Horizon Brewing in Woodridge from 2:00—4:00pm. Come 
have a drink and discuss the intersection of our faith and the world – much as Martin Luther and his 
friends did 500 years ago. Each month, a member of the group will be asked to bring an initial topic 
for discussion. If you are interested in getting reminders and updates about Faith on Tap, contact 
Scott Spaniol to be added to the Facebook Group or to get monthly emails. 

Lenten Focus – Homelessness 
This Lent, Church and Community will be offering several opportunities to learn more about 
homelessness:  

We will hear stories about what homelessness looks like, learn about what Redeemer is doing 
on this issue (i.e. PADS, Night Ministry, ELCA, and DuPage United), and discuss future 
opportunities to be more active in these ministry areas.  

Mission Outreach will be offering opportunities to serve. These opportunities will be included 
on Sunday Mornings as part of the Adult Forums and as part of the education hour on 
Wednesday Nights before Lenten Worship. 

In addition, we will be reading the book Welcome Homeless by Alan Graham, founder and 
CEO of Mobile Loaves and Fishes — a homeless charity in Austin, Texas. It started by 
providing food, clothing, and other essentials to individuals living on the streets of Austin 
and has expanded to include an affordable housing community called Community First 
Village. Their philosophy is focused on community and faith. The book, Welcome 
Homeless, follows Graham through the creation of this organization and tells the stories of 
several individuals and families he has met and befriended through his work. Church and 
Community will be purchasing 50 copies of the book for Redeemer members to read and 
discuss in small groups. Passages from the book will be incorporated into Wednesday 
Evening Lenten Worship and the Wednesday Evening Education Hour. 

Please join us when you can for our monthly meetings — on the first Thursday of every month 
between 5:00 and 6:30 pm.  

“He has told you O mortal what is good: and what does the Lord require of you but to do Justice,  
to love Kindness, and to walk Humbly with your God?”  —Micah 6:8 
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
Love is Patient 

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes al things, endures all things.”  —1 Corinthians 13:4–7   
      
The phrase, Love is patient, begins one of the most quoted Christian Bible 
passages ever written. This beautiful description of the nature of love is 
often read during weddings because it is profound advice for newlyweds. 
Although a love lesson for marriage, its wisdom should not be confined 
there. The author, Paul, was one of the leading missionaries and visionaries 
for early Christianity. He wrote this description of love for the evolving 
church in Corinth, but it was addressed to every believer there – not just to 
those newly in love.  
      
Paul’s advice to the Corinthians has echoed throughout the centuries. For 
those of us who believe that “God is love”, these words not only describe 
how we should relate to one another as caring human beings, they also 
provide insight into the very nature of God. Our Divine Creator is certainly 
patient through all of humanity’s feeble attempts at living together on 

planet earth. We cannot begin to match the infinite nature of God’s patience, but we can attempt to 
emulate it. Any act of patience can be God-like if it benefits creation. 
      
Looking through some of my recent photos, I thought about a few of the simple ways that patience 
might be illustrated: 

In the heart of winter, we patiently await springtime while 
watching the sun set through the naked branches of trees 
or over a barren pond, or 

When the snow is falling, we patiently wait inside with our 
cat, wondering when it will be safe to venture out, or 

We carefully set a table in patient anticipation of the love that 
will soon be shared as friends and family gather to 
commune, or 

We patiently wait for the seats to fill in church so that joyful 
prayer and music can be shared, or 

When traveling, we need to practice patience, especially when 
our plane is delayed or we are stuck in the back of the 
plane waiting for passengers in front to depart. 

      
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us remember the simple message that love is 
patient. It will help us become better listeners, a tremendous gift to ourselves and to others. Our 
travel experiences will be safer and more enjoyable. The people around us could truly become our 
neighbors and our friends. Patient interaction could help us discover the goodness in others. Let us 
patiently seek to abide in love for one another, and thereby, abide in God. 

In God’s love,  
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 
    

“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.”  —1 John 4: 16b                                       
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New in the Library 
The library has moved downstairs (next to the kitchen), but a select group of books can be found in 
the Gathering Room. Feel free to read books there, or check them out for use at home. 

The Hebrew Bible – A Translation with Commentary — Robert Alter 
From Amazon.com: A masterpiece of deep learning and fine sensibility, Robert Alter’s 
translation of the Hebrew Bible, now complete, reanimates one of the formative works 
of our culture. Capturing its brilliantly compact poetry and finely wrought, purposeful 
prose, Alter renews the Old Testament as a source of literary power and spiritual 
inspiration. From the family frictions of Genesis and King David’s flawed humanity to 
the serene wisdom of Psalms and Job’s incendiary questioning of God’s ways, these 
magnificent works of world literature resonate with a startling immediacy. Featuring 
Alter’s generous commentary, which quietly alerts readers to the literary and historical 

dimensions of the text, this is the definitive edition of the Hebrew Bible.” 
 
Take a peak at your favorite Old Testament verse during coffee hour! 

 
Strangers at My Door — Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 
Jesus Told Us Where to Find Him. Just Look for an Outcast. 
  
From Amazon: His first followers knew that Jesus could be found with the fatherless, 
the widows, and the hungry and homeless. He said that he himself was a stranger, and 
commended those who welcomed him. If he really meant these things, what would 
happen if you opened your door to every person who came with a need? Jonathan and 
Leah Wilson-Hartgrove decided to find out. The author and his wife moved to the 
Walltown neighborhood in Durham, North Carolina, where they have been answering 

the door to anyone who knocks. When they began,   they had little idea what might happen, but they 
counted on God to show up.  
  
In Strangers at My Door, Wilson-Hartgrove tells of risks and occasional disappointments. But far 
more often there is joy, surprise, and excitement as strangers become friends, mentors, and helpers. 
Immerse yourself in these inspiring, eye-opening accounts of people who arrive with real needs, but 
ask only for an invitation to come in. You will never view Jesus and the people he cares about the 
same way again. 

Under the Overpass — Mike Yankoski 
From Amazon: An updated and expanded edition of the gritty, challenging, and utterly 
captivating portrait of the homeless crisis. Ever Wonder What it Would Be Like to Live 
Homeless? Mike Yankoski did more than just wonder. By his own choice, Mike's life 
went from upper-middle class plush to scum-of-the-earth repulsive overnight. With 
only a backpack, a sleeping bag and a guitar, Mike and his traveling companion, Sam, 
set out to experience life on the streets in six different cities—from Washington D.C. to 
San Diego— and they put themselves to the test. 

For more than five months the pair experienced firsthand the extreme pains of hunger, the constant 
uncertainty and danger of living on the streets, exhaustion, depression, and social rejection—and all 
of this by their own choice. They wanted to find out if their faith was real, if they could actually be the 
Christians they said they were apart from the comforts they’d always known…to discover first hand 
what it means to be homeless in America. What you encounter in these pages will radically alter how 
you see your world—and may even change your life. 
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Communication Improvements 
Welcome to our new seasonal newsletter! Redeemer is making improvements to the way we 
communicate to church members and beyond. There are a variety of ways we get the word out to our 
members and to the community – through biweekly email blasts, church screen announcements, 
newsletters, Facebook, bulletin announcements, and our website.  

In an effort to save paper and simplify the way we 
communicate, we will move to five newsletters per year. 

1. Lent/Easter  
2. Summer  
3. Fall  
4. Stewardship  
5. Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  

We will continue to email the newsletter to everyone in 
our system. Please contact the church office if you need 
help adding your email to our Mailchimp list. Printed 
newsletter copies will be available for pick-up at the 
church. You can find printed copies in the grand 
hallway on the table outside the Parish Room doors.  

If you have a church announcement you would like to share please submit an electronic request 
through the church website for staff to review. 

Communications Form link can be found  
under the “Resources” tab on the church website homepage.  

We ask that you submit your request at least a week or two before the event to allow time to get the 
announcement out.  
  
Thank you!  
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Staff Connections 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor   pastorkatie@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Karl Anliker, Vicar     intern2019@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries  tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries  music@redeemerhinsdale.org            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager     office@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Steve Swenson, Accountant     accountant@redeemerhinsdale.org   
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant  newsletter@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Cole Korfisti, Sunday Custodian 
Faith Masek, Childcare Attendant 
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