
 
 A TENEBRAE SERVICE 

 live-streaming worship 
Good Friday  

April 10, 2020 – 7:00 PM 
 
In a world where we witness far 
too much senseless violence, 
disappointment, hardship and 
loss, some may wonder whether 
we should spend a day so focused 
on an instrument of torture and 
pain. With the sting of death 
abounding during this pandemic, 
perhaps the cross seems to heap 
on yet more despair. Yet, the 
message of this day is not despair, 
but hope. “That which Christ has 

not assumed he has not healed,” wrote St. Gregory of Nazianzus in the fourth 
century, “but that which is united to his Godhead is also saved.” On this day, 
God comes in the person of Jesus Christ to assume the pain and suffering of our 
human existence, to empty himself.  
 
So on this day, the church lifts high the cross as a symbol of the victory found 
even in death. In Matthew's Gospel, the moment of Jesus' death is signaled by 
the temple of the curtain being torn in two, from top to bottom. The boundary 
between God and humanity is rendered as Christ died a death like us. But the 
moment of Jesus's death also cracks open the graves and people are raised from 
the dead. Even amidst the sting of death, Good Friday promises surprising and 
even unsettling signs of life and hope.   
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Prelude     Sarabande from Partita no 1 Bb           J. S. Bach  
 
Gathering Hymn         Ah, Holy Jesus                                         Hymn #349 

   stanzas 1, 2 & 5 

 
 
Homily            Reverend Katie Hines-Shah 
 
Sonata 38 (XVI no 23) in F, II                 F. J. Haydn 
 
Matthew 23:37-39; 24:1-2; 9-14              
 
Piano Piece in Bb WoO 60             L. van Beethoven 
 
Matthew 26:36-46            
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Prelude in E major (op. 28, no. 9)             F. Chopin 
 
Matthew 26: 47-56  
 
O Divine Redeemer               Charles Gounod 
 

Ah, turn me not away, receive me though unworthy. 
Hear Thou my cry, hear Thou my cry, 

Behold, Lord, my distress! 
Answer me from Thy throne, 

Haste Thee, Lord, to mine aid! 
Thy pity show in my deep anguish, Thy pity show in my deep anguish. 

Let not the sword of vengeance smite me, 
Though righteous Thine anger, O Lord! 

 

Shield me in danger, O regard me! 
On Thee, Lord, alone will I call! 

 

O divine Redeemer, O divine Redeemer! 
I pray thee grant me pardon, And remember not 

Remember not my sins! 
Forgive me! 

 

O divine Redeemer! I pray Thee, grant me pardon 
And remember not, remember not, O Lord, my sins! 

 

Night gathers round my soul 
Fearful, I cry to Thee, 

Come to mine aid, O Lord! 
Haste Thee, Lord, haste to help me! 

 

Hear my cry, hear my cry 
Save me, Lord in Thy mercy; 

Hear my cry, hear my cry! 
Come and save me, O Lord! 

 

O divine Redeemer! O divine Redeemer! 
I pray Thee, grant me pardon, and remember not 

Remember not, O Lord, my sins! 
 

Save in the day of retribution 
From death shield Thou me, O my God! 

O divine Redeemer, have mercy! 
Help me Savior! 
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Matthew 27:15-23        
 

Intermezzo in E major from Fantasiestucken         J. Brahms 

 
Matthew 27:31-54          
 

Sonata no. 1, IV                            P. Hindemith 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
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Six Little Piano Pieces, VI                 A. Schönberg 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
 

Though in the form of God,  
Jesus did not claim  
equality with God 
But emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave,  
human like one of us.  
 
Flesh and blood,  
he humbled himself,  
obeying to the death,  
death on a cross.  
For this very reason  
God lifted him high 
and gave him the name  
above all names. 
 
So at the name of Jesus 
every knee will bend 
in heaven, on earth,  
and in the world below,  
and every tongue exclaim 
to the glory of God the Father,  
“Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

 
 
Our service ends in darkness and silence. Tomorrow we keep vigil, but on the 
third day we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord! 


