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Resurrection Hope 
I’ve been feeling very empowered by post-resurrection stories lately. It 
seems to me that all these things we are experiencing during the 
coronavirus — staying in locked rooms, going out early in the morning to do 
errands, feeling sorrow closely followed by joy in an emotional rollercoaster, 
even our strange obsession with bread — have happened before.  
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Even though the disciples were unsure what would come next, God was at 
work bringing the reality of resurrection to the world. And while God 
would use the disciples to spread this message of love and grace to the 
whole world, at first their job was simple: 
 
Remember what they had been taught 
Open their minds 
Care for each other 
And stay here 

I wonder if we can follow the disciples’ example? 

Remember what you have been taught 
Jesus reminded the disciples on the road to Emmaus and at the mount of the Ascension that he had 
told them everything that was going to happen over Holy Week. They just needed to reach back and 
remember. 
 
We who have been active in worship our whole lives or even just a short time have a heritage to draw 
on. We have Bibles at home. We have hymns we know by heart (or can find on YouTube). We have 
practiced prayer. Now is the time we can use these skills for comfort, consolation, and 
encouragement.  
 
Open your minds 
So many of the post-resurrection stories include surprises. A companion on the road, a gardener at 
the tomb, a living person who comes through locked doors turns out to be the resurrected Christ. 
Often disciples are shocked at the way Jesus appears. 
 
If you need some help seeing Jesus in this challenging time, don’t be ashamed. You aren’t alone. 
Nearly every day you’ll find links on our website (www.redeemerhinsdale.org) or on Facebook that 
can help you take next steps. Join the weekly Bible Study on Tuesdays at 10am or the Adult Forum on 
Thursdays at 7pm. Listen to a music clip or check out online family devotions. Worship with us on 
Sundays at 10am or Wednesdays at 7pm. Still stuck? Call the church office. We want to help you! 
 
Care for each other 
The twelve, we are told, sheltered in place together. When the women heard good news they couldn’t 
wait to tell others. We know that the early church only functioned because the followers shared what 
they had. We will get through this time by doing the same. 
 
Right now, we need to care for our spouses, our children, our parents and families as best we can. We 
also need to care for each other. As I call members of Redeemer, particularly our most vulnerable, I 
am so often pleased to discover that I’m not the first person to pick up the phone. You are calling, 
sending cards, and offering prayers and checking in with each other. You are sharing financial gifts 
with our mission partners and with Redeemer. You are making ministry possible through your care. 
Thank you.    

Stay here 
In Jesus’ last appearance to the disciples on the day of his Ascension he tells them to “stay here” until 
they are “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). I imagine it wasn’t easy for them, and yet, 
Jesus did what he had promised. He sent the Holy Spirit to empower the disciples and to spread his 
message of mercy, healing, and grace to a world in need. 
 
It is hard for us to stay at home, and yet we know that this is the best thing for us to do right now. By 
staying home we keep our neighbors safe as well as ourselves. And it seems to me that during this 
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time as we wait, we might too expect the Holy Spirit to be present – empowering and enlightening us. 
I have a feeling we too will be prepared for a ministry we could not have imagined before.   

Just as Jesus appeared to the disciples after that first Easter, so he continues to appear to us now. 
Resurrection life is surely coming to us now. We need to be patient, but not as those who do not have 
hope. God has been faithful before and will be faithful now. 
 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
—Pastor Katie Hines-Shah 

Sabbatical Postponed 
When Pr. Katie’s Sabbatical was approved in 2019, we could not have guessed how COVID-19 would 
change our world. While we had hoped that our plans would be able to go forward, it seems that 
many parts of Pr. Katie’s sabbatical plan, including international travel, is not advisable and may not 
be possible come June. 
 
As you may recall, Redeemer applied for and was granted a nearly $50,000 grant to support the 
sabbatical from the Lilly Foundation. Pr. Katie had a call with Rob Sahler, Director of the Lilly 
National Clergy Renewal Program, and Lilly is relaxing some of their usual sabbatical grant rules 
including allowing for a delay of sabbatical. However, they still insist that the pastor receiving the 
grant get three months of uninterrupted sabbatical and would like the proposal to be adhered to as 
closely as possible.  

Brenda Kimaro, the LWR contact who has been making Tanzania arrangements for the Hines-Shahs, 
has also been in contact with Pr. Katie. She has advised the Hines-Shahs that most of the deposits 
that have already been paid will be transferable to a trip in 2021. The only other major sabbatical 
expense incurred – airline tickets – seem like they too will be able to be recouped as credits.   
 
As we all head into an uncertain summer, it seems advisable that Pr. Katie not be gone for 12 weeks. 
At Pr. Katie’s request, Redeemer’s Council voted to postpone Pr. Katie’s sabbatical until the summer 
of 2021. We will have more details about plans as they go forward next year. 
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Congregational Meeting has 
been postponed to  

Sunday, June 14, 2020  

More details to come
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Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
This Easter season, I have mustered all the enthusiasm I can find and 
proclaimed: "Alleluia! Christ is risen!”  

Hopefully, you have been able to tune into Sunday worship and reply.  
“Christ is risen, indeed, Alleluia!”  

Some weeks, especially when my wife was able to join me for worship and 
proclaim the response, it has been easy. Other weeks, they are difficult 
words to bring forth. And yet, I hope we keep saying the words, together.  

These words are connected to the scriptural witness found in Luke 24:34 and have been spoken in 
the church ancient and modern, in English and Greek and a myriad of other languages.  

However, it doesn’t mean that these words are always easy to say. Some weeks we will say them with 
tears in our eyes. Some weeks we may not be able to say them at all.  

That’s okay. The spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words (Romans 8:26).  

If you find yourself unable to speak these words, we will say them for you.  
If you find yourself unable to tune into worship, we will keep saying them with you.  
If you find yourself alone or approaching death, we will say these words all the louder still.  

Christ is risen, indeed, Alleluia! The fourth verse of “Will you let me be your servant?” reads 

I will weep when you are weeping. When you laugh, I'll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we've seen this journey through. 

With shouts of alleluias, laughter, and weeping, we will see this journey through. 
—Vicar Karl Anliker 

 

Stay at Home Easter Communion 
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VBS Alternative 
This summer, Redeemer will forgo 
our traditional onsite Vacation 
Bible School program, for an 
intergenerational online faith 
experience. Where Vacation Bible 
School is traditionally a faith 
formation experience for children, 
Journeying Together – our 
new, monthly faith formation 
experience – is for participants of 
all ages!  

Participants will meet once a 
month for an online activity and 
conversation then be sent off with 
ideas for future activities to 
experience in their own homes 
with families and friends! 

Whether you are a Kindergartener 
beginning school in the Fall or a 
Senior Citizen, Journeying 
Together is an opportunity for 
Redeemer to come together in 
faith! Our first Journeying 
Together experience will take 
place on Wednesday, May 27 at 
6:00pm followed by 7:00pm 
Wednesday Night Worship. Are 
you ready to Journey Together 
in faith?  

Email Tyler@redeemerhindale.org 
to receive more information! 

Confirmation Postponed 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Affirmation of 
Baptism service that was previously scheduled for Sunday, 
May 3 at 11:00am has been postponed until Sunday, 
August 30. More information about Confirmation and the 
students who will be participating in the Affirmation of 
Baptism service will come as we approach the August 30 
celebration. 

Recognition of Seniors 
Parents, Your Input Is 
Needed! 
With the 2019-2020 school 
year officially in the books, we 
would love to hear from 
parents about their high 
school and college seniors. 
Please submit the following to 
the office or 
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org: 

Senior’s Name: 
School Attended: 
Future Plans: 

Intentional Parenting  
Sunday, May 17 at 4:00pm 
Although our doors are officially 
closed at Redeemer for the time 
being due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Intentional Parenting 
continues to meet via our Online 
Zoom Platform. This month, join 
us as we talk about the importance 
of a consistent presence and a 
peaceful home! All are invited to join in the conversation, 
whether you are thinking about one day becoming a 
parent, or if you are a parent who’s children have children! 
Contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org to find out more 
information about how to get connected! 

Adult Forum Schedule 
Join us on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm via Zoom as we 
continue Online Adult Education Forums! Our first was 
with Dr. Kurt Hendel discussing Luther’s Response During 
A Health Crisis. It was a phenomenal start to our Online 
Adult Forum Series. Check our Facebook Page and Website 
every Thursday morning for a preview of the speakers! We 
are excited to welcome Dr. Ben Stewart, Associate Professor 
of Worship at LSTC speaking about “worship in a time of 
pandemic” on April 30 and Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox 
of Wartburg Seminary, speaking about online community. 
Again, more information about future Adult Forum 
Speakers can be found on our Facebook Page! 

Online Youth Group will 
continue to meet for High 
School students using our 
Zoom platform on the 
following Sundays at 
5:00pm: May 3, 10 and 31. 

mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
mailto:tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
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New Song 
Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! —Psalm 96:1 

At the very beginning of the closures due to the coronavirus, it seemed that music ensembles might 
still meet. Because, of course, there was no way to have a choir rehearsal without meeting in person. 
Right? One of my closest friends held one last choir rehearsal, as her school allowed after they 
decided to move to online classes for the remainder of the semester. Just a few days later it became 
clear that groups of people singing and blowing a lot of air into a confined space would be one of the 
riskiest things to do. Rehearsals and musical performances would have to be canceled or at least 
postponed.  

At first it was a wave of sadness for musicians all over who would be missing their friends and 
colleagues and the opportunity to sing and play for our most sacred and important services at this 
time of year. A Chicago newsletter for classical singers even came out with an early list of which 
performances were still on or not with the headline “Singing is Canceled.” Then we started to 
consider how all these cancelations would affect musicians who support themselves through live 
performances and teaching. And then, creatives started getting creative!  

More solo performance videos started popping up on FaceBook, even by world-famous musicians like 
Yo-Yo Ma and Itzhak Perlman. Singers discovered apps that make it easy to layer several tracks of 
yourself together to make a choir from just one voice. And audio and video engineers got involved to 
help large ensembles piece together wonderful performances, beautiful, poignant and fitting for this 
time. The average church music director suddenly became producer, sound engineer, videographer, 
accompanist, and chorister all in one. All of this is because singing is indeed not canceled. Praising 
God is not canceled!  

Peace, 
Heike 
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Virtual Choir Gatherings 
For the time being, we’re 
meeting weekly on zoom. 
Please contact Heike if you 
would like a zoom invitation. 

Children’s Choir: 
Wednesdays 4:30-5:00pm 
Festival Choir:  
Tuesdays 6:00-7:00pm 

Watch for announcements as 
we come up with ways to 
integrate more groups and 
musicians.

Midweek Wednesday 
Worship during 
Eastertide 
We will continue with the 
Holden Evening Prayer 
setting by Marty Haugen 
throughout Eastertide. The 
great stories of our faith 
(which we had intended to 
share together at the Easter 
Vigil) will be spread out 
throughout the season on 
Wednesday nights. 

Community Art Project 
In our prayers of the people 
on Wednesday night, there 
was a prayer for patience as 
we wait for our rainbow. Our 
community art project is a 
rainbow for the lower level of 
t h e b u i l d i n g . W e h a d 
planned to unveil it at the 
Easter Vigil. Many groups 
and individuals have already 
contributed pieces to this 
project. It will be finished! 
We just need to delay the 
final steps for a time. 
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Finance News and FAQs 
As Pr. Katie, Staff, and Council have been reaching out to Redeemer’s members to check in, pray, and 
make sure everyone can access online worship, many people follow up with the question, “How is 
Redeemer doing financially?” 

The short answer is – We are meeting our current needs. 
 
The longer answer is – We are planning ahead in case that changes. 

The hopeful answer is — We trust in God’s goodness and the generosity of Redeemer’s 
members. 
  
First – We are meeting our current needs. 
Members and friends of Redeemer have been very generous in their support during this uncertain 
time. Gifts have come in all forms. Some people have chosen to fulfill their full 2020 pledges early. 
Other people have given for the first time after being introduced to Redeemer online. Contributions 
are being received by mail and also through a healthy increase in online giving. Members and friends 
continue to give by donating stock, IRA distributions, or through their donor advised funds. However 
you provide support to Redeemer, we are grateful! Thank you! 
 
Second – We are planning ahead in case that changes. 
At the recommendation of Bishop Yehiel Curry, Redeemer applied for funds through the Federal 
Paycheck Protection Program received through the Small Business Administration. We are grateful 
for our Treasurer, Mark Rosland, our Bookkeeper, Steve Swenson, and the Redeemer Council whose 
quick work meant that Redeemer was approved for funding when monies first became available. 
 
We are decreasing expenses where we can but are aware that much of Redeemer’s expenses are fixed 
costs. We hope to continue to fully fund our intended gifts to our mission partners as well as keep our 
staff employed. That said, the Finance Committee is meeting regularly to track expenses, offerings, 
and trends and to make prudent suggestions about moving forward faithfully. 
 
The hopeful answer – We trust in God’s goodness and the generosity of Redeemer’s 
members. 
Pr. Katie often introduces the offering in worship by saying “Give generously; God is good.” We are 
reminded even in the midst of this crisis that God has blessed us in many ways and has thus enabled 
our church to be a blessing to others. Creating meaningful worship, providing educational, children’s, 
and music programing, reaching out with spiritual support, and caring for the neediest are all made 
possible through the generous gifts of Redeemer members.   

Now more than ever we are reminded of how much we need each other. We are in this together, 
sheltering in place, relying on essential workers, reaching out to friends for social support, and 
hearing the Gospel and receiving communion by means of a screen. But even when these fail, God 
comes to us in love. Resurrection’s promise brings healing and hope to us all this Easter season and 
always. 

We are grateful to you for the many ways you help make God’s presence known in your homes and 
communities. We are thankful for your financial support of Redeemer, which makes ministry 
possible. We give thanks to God for a goodness that will see us through this and any crisis. 

Should you have any questions about giving, if you need prayer or support, please do not hesitate to 
call the church office. Thanks be to God! 
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PADS Update & Program Outlook 
Given the many unknowns about our summer PADS homeless shelter mission, we are sending this 
along to be certain that you are up to date on how PADS is continuing the mission currently and what 
the outlook and state of planning is for the summer. 

DuPage PADS is currently sheltering 114 overnight guests in addition to the approximately 100 in 
permanent housing. This is being done by renting out two complete hotel/motels and one partial 
facility. Individuals need to follow the state’s guidelines for masks, social distancing, etc, which 
means that they can go outside for exercise or essential activities but there is no visiting among 
guests etc. Food is being provided, but only the bare minimum, which by necessity must be ok to 
either eat cold or heated in a microwave. PADS is also having to help address the expensive issue of 
washing laundry. Grants are being pursued to help with funding needs and additional efforts are 
being made to encourage expanded donor support. 

Many of our Hinsdale/Clarendon Hills group of churches and other organizations have held fund 
raising activities to benefit PADS, and Union Church has redirected their soup kitchen activity to 
providing hearty, well received soup in individual containers each Friday to the 3 locations.   

Clearly housing everyone in hotel rooms is expensive, but just as PADS began to move people to the 
hotels prior to the State’s shelter at home order, they do not plan to act rashly when the order ends.  
Our best guess based on a June 1 partial rollback of State restrictions would be a 
partial, phased return to community shelters in mid-June. We will keep you all posted 
as things evolve. In one form or another, we will definitely need our congregations 
traditionally strong volunteer involvement at some time or times during the summer. 

Mission Outreach 
On Friday, April 3, Mission Outreach hosted a drive-by 
donation drop-off to benefit PADS. The response was 
wonderful! We completely filled two SUVs with the 
donations collected and received $800 in cash 
contributions. On Saturday, April 4, everything was 
delivered to the PADS site in Wheaton. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed! A special thank you to Dot 
McCarthy for making the banner and to Marie, Abiti & 
Natalie McGann for loading and delivering all the 
donations. 

With homeless shelters closed during the Stay-at-Home 
order, and with the order extended through May 30, 
please watch your Redeemer emails for another drive-
by collection sometime during the month of May. 

Mission Outreach will continue to profile a different 
mission partner each week on Friday in the Friends of 
Redeemer email. 
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Quilters 
The quilters are busy at home 
working in different ways. 

Making Cloth masks for 
PADS, Senior Living, and 
Hospitals 
Collecting elastic, ribbon, and 
shoe laces 
Cutting 11 inch and 21 inch 
squares for tops 
Sewing squares together to 
make tops 

If you can help with any of these 
activities please contact Connie 
Bothen or any quilter.

Gardeners 
Our goal is to keep Redeemer’s gardens welcoming, colorful, 
and tidy. We want our space to look cared for. 

May — gardening alone and working on your own space   
Oburrdale will work on West and North plus basic 
mulching of East and South 
North side— keeping the rocks along the fence picked up 
South and East— basic clean up or cut back spring flowers 
when finished 

We will plant annuals towards the end of May and hopefully 
meet as a group with social distancing the second Saturday of 
June. 

All are welcome to help!

As a way to stay connected as a community, we 
have Redeemer Pals! This is a dedicated group 
of people were paired up in March to check in 
on one another regularly. The invitation to be a 
pal, however, extends to the whole Redeemer 

community. In our weekly emails, we have 
heard from members at Redeemer who are 

staying in touch in a variety of ways.  

Mark and Gwen Entsminger reminded us to 
keep in touch and look for hope! Margaret 

Schelgel gave us a faith-filled story of a helper 
in her life, and Bailey inspired us with his 

paintings, encouraging us to help others and 
send mail! 

Redeemer Pals
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The first 2020 giving statement will be sent 
out in May and will cover all offerings through 
April 30 
Due to the Covid-19 virus, in an attempt to to minimize time spent 
in the church office and to save postage costs, giving statements will 
be sent out three times this year instead of the usual four quarterly 
reports. The first 2020 giving statement will be sent out in May and 
will cover all offerings through April 30. If you need an earlier 
statement of your giving, please contact our Financial Secretary, 
Linda Carpenter. Remaining statements will be mailed out in 
September (reporting offerings from January 1 to August 31) and 
late January (reporting offerings from January 1 to December 31). 
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Top Photos: 
The roof leak into the Sanctuary from under the 

steeple at the roof level has been sealed. Further 
repairs to the exterior of the highest sections of 

the steeple are still needed and are in the 
planning process.  

Right Photo: 
We believe the leak in the Parish Room ceiling 
has been fixed. The ceiling was left open until 

the end of the spring rainy season. 
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Music Video Project  
Sara and Scott Spaniol are working on a music video for an upcoming service that will be similar to our Open 
the Eyes of my Heart video that you may have seen in one of the virtual worship services. What we need 
from all of you is a picture of your family holding up a sign stating something you are 
thankful for. Remember these will be on people's computer screens so keep it short and sweet (a few 
words rather than full sentences). Pictures can be sent to me at scott.spaniol@gmail.com. 
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Baby Girl Parks Shower!! 
Tyler and Kelly Parks are expecting their second 
daughter this June and our Redeemer Family is 
throwing a (virtual) shower!  While we intended 

to celebrate together in glad fellowship at 
Redeemer on May 17 - current shelter in place 
directives have changed our plans.  Instead of 

being together at church, we will be together via 
Zoom!  All gifts will be sent/delivered to the 
Parks home and we will hopefully get to see 

some of them opened via Zoom.  May 17 is our 
date, and 6pm is the time to dial in.   

  
In the mean time, have fun shopping the 
registry at "Buy Buy Baby" for baby gifts! 

  
https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/

giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548576243 

We hope you will enjoy finding a fun gift for the newest member of their family.  There are some 
larger items on the registry that would work really well as group gifts. If you are interested in 
helping with one of those items, you can just send a check to Lisa Graeb (16 Arthur 

Street, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514) by May 8!    

https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548576243
https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548576243
https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548576243
https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548576243
mailto:scott.spaniol@gmail.com
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A Healthy Spiritual Journey 
A Few of My Favorite Things 

“When I’m feeling sad, I simply remember my favorite things and then I don’t 
feel so bad.” —From the song, “My Favorite Things” 

We are in the midst of the Corona Virus Disease, 2019 (COVID–19) Pandemic, 
and people are searching for ways to keep from feeling so anxious or fearful or 
simply — bad. There are noble suggestions, which I admire, utilizing such virtues 
as courage, creativity, resilience, and kindness. Sprinkle these throughout our 
days and goodness will follow. Others have made lists of suggestions.  

For example, these five tips made the news earlier this week: 
✴reach out to others, 
✴use technology to create a sense of community, 
✴identify those things that make you anxious by creating a list,  
✴watch television, play games, see movies, or read books as distractions, and 
✴do good deeds for others. 

Praying, meditating, listening to relaxing music, getting some fresh air – these 
are all quite helpful too; but for some reason, I am remembering the advice of 
Maria, in The Sound of Music. She sang “My Favorite Things” to the anxious von 
Trapp children as they survived the loss of their mother and World War II, 
recommending that if they simply remembered their favorite things, they 
wouldn’t feel so bad. My family joined in the other night, and each of us had 
interesting lists, including: happy memories, Beyond Meat burgers (from a 
vegan family member), chocolate-mint-flavored ice cream, meditation, quilts, 

flower buds, mobiles, cats/kittens, oversized comfy sweaters, good movies, snow’s beauty, views on 
the farm, the animal friends, hexagons, an Irish ruana (shawl), a good meal with company, watching 
a thunderstorm, music that you can feel, puppy’s breath, bread, fruit, networks and elegant code 
(from a computer whiz), a cat’s soft paw, and watching water flow after a pouring rain. 

These are a few of my favorite things: 
✴a silver letter opener which we purchased in Mexico’s silver capital, Taxco, during a delayed 
honeymoon trip in 1975. The artistic handle and gentle curve of the blade make it a pleasure to 
open letters while I get transported back to the city of its origin, 
✴two small glass mugs are just the right size to split a 12 ounce bottle of beer. 
They are sturdy, look like antiques, and have handles that grip nicely. How, 
exactly, they arrived in our home is a mystery, but my world is better 
knowing that they are hanging out together near the back of our cupboard 
just waiting for an opportunity to help share another 12 ounce pour, and 
✴the ACE CADET LIFTOP Model No. 302 Stapler, made by the Ace Fastener Company of 
Chicago, keeps getting better with age. It releases a secure staple every time and is a pleasure to 
behold with its elegant, fake mahogany handle. Despite the fact that the children left it in the 
sandbox for about a week, it never rusted or stopped functioning. 

When all of these favorite things were made, I believe that God looked upon each one in its time, 
blessed it, and saw that it was good.  

In God’s love, 
Lanny F. Wilson, MD 

                                                                     “And God saw that it was good.”       
—Genesis 1: 12c
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Staff Connections 
Reverend Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor   pastorkatie@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Karl Anliker, Vicar     intern2019@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Tyler Parks, Director of Youth and Family Ministries  tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Heike Burghart Rice, Director of Music Ministries  music@redeemerhinsdale.org            
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager     office@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Steve Swenson, Accountant     accountant@redeemerhinsdale.org   
Jared Stellmacher, Communications Consultant  newsletter@redeemerhinsdale.org 
Maria Leon, Custodian  
Cole Korfisti, Sunday Custodian 
Faith Masek, Childcare Attendant 

www.redeemerhinsdale.org I 630-323-5530 I 139 East First Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521


