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The first year I was ordained Christmas

was exciting and new. I was two years

married with a baby on the way and it

seemed wonderful and cozy to stay

home for the holidays. The next year my

mother-in-law (and new grandmother)

eagerly asked if we would be traveling

across the country to celebrate

Christmas with her. I explained that no, I

would be working. “But you did that last

year,” she complained, “Can’t someone

else do it?”   

It was only then that it dawned on me

that my Christmases would always be

different.

A Different Christmas 
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH 

This year many of us are facing the reality that our holidays will be different this

year. We may not be able to get together with all our friends and family. Preexisting

health issues, quarantine, and work and school limitations might keep us apart. And

while on some level this is very disappointing and even sad, I can tell you that as

someone who never visits or hosts over the holidays, that there are many ways to

make the season bright.



1. Less is more

As fun as our traditions are, parties

and concerts, dinners and even

church events can leave us feeling

ragged. You don’t need to do 25

days of Elf on a Shelf to make

Christmas. Reorient that time to

making calls, sending cards, and

checking in with those you love.

2. Music makes Christmas

A great privilege of working in a

church at Christmas is hearing the

musicians practice. Martin Luther

said that there’s no better way to

chase away the devil than to sing.

Sing in the car or the shower, pull

out a hymnal or caroling folder, or

follow Heike’s suggestion and

participate in the congregational

recording project. Through

modern technology we can sing

together even when we are apart.
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3. Christmas can happen any time of

year

The Bible is not specific about when the

birth of the Christ child was. Many

traditions celebrate St. Nicholas Day, St

Lucy’s Day, or Epiphany  as times to get

together and give gifts. During COVID it

may be that our family Christmas

gatherings will need to happen in June.

And it will still be Christmas then too.

4. Remember the reason for the season

Amy Jill Levine writes that we need to

spend less time thinking about the “what”

of Christmas than the “so what.” Use this

year to join one of our on line study

gatherings, to recommit yourself to

worship and prayer, and to embrace the

power of faith. Invite friends and family

to join with you.

5. Give back

Joining Redeemer in giving gifts to needy

seniors or kids will lift your spirits too.  

 Even if we aren’t physically with our

family and friends this year, we can find

ways to connect and to encourage one

another in the spirit of Christmas. After

all, we Christians have every reason to

hope. Just as Christ was once born into

the world at Christmas time, so to he

promises to come again. Indeed we see

signs of his coming even now. 

May we all celebrate!  
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This month, I experienced what it means to

preach the good news of Jesus in challenging

times. I preached on All Saints Day, which was

difficult for me given the recent passing of my

own father. Writing a sermon for All Saints

Day helped me learn quite a bit about using

my own experiences to proclaim God’s good

news for the congregation. I also preached a

short message on the Wednesday evening

following the election, which was another

opportunity to explore and communicate the

gospel in light of my own personal anxiety and

emotion. I’m extremely grateful that Pastor

Katie trusted me with these unique, important,

opportunities to grow in the craft of preaching. 

Recently, I’ve worked closely with Tyler on

website improvements, sat in with Heike and

Pastor Katie on advent worship planning, and

contributed to several committees (mission,

church and community, finance, stewardship,

and reopening Redeemer.) I’ve also co-led an

adult forum with Dr. Martin Lohrmann and

helped establish a new Wednesday evening

Zoom worship service after in-person services

were suspended.
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR ANEEL TRIVEDI 

As we conclude the church year and look forward to advent, I’m excited to learn how Redeemer

celebrates the Christmas season. I continue to be impressed and encouraged by the way that this

congregation loves one another and its neighbors through obstacles and uncertainty, and I’m

grateful to be a part of God’s work through Redeemer.



In Christ, We are Called to Live in Unity
WRITTEN BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH 

How good and pleasant it is when kindred dwell together in unity. 
 Psalm 133:1

As the election drew nearer this year tensions were high across the country and Redeemer

was no exception.  It wasn’t because of political infighting at church; we had a much more

practical problem: We had no head judge assigned to Redeemer as a polling place.

Monday, November 2nd I called DuPage County elections. The official I reached was

apologetic when he told me someone would meet me at 5AM at the church the day of the

election. It would leave them just an hour to set up all the equipment necessary for voting.

When in the early hours of the dawn I met the couple assigned to our location, it was clear

they were going to need help. Instead of ten poll workers Redeemer would only be

receiving six. And our head judge had his arm in a sling. I rolled up my sleeves and got to

work.
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                                In Christ, We are Called Continued 

At 5:15 poll watchers for the

Democrats and Republicans arrived.

While normally they stay at the

sidelines, there was no time to spare. 

 They too started assembling voting

booths and taping up signs, placing

flags, and booting up iPads. We

quickly solved problems like how to

keep Plexiglas shields from tipping

over, where to place PPE supplies,

and how to navigate reusable pen

sanitation even though none of us

had ever done it before. 

At exactly 6AM we were done. I was

the first person to vote.

My friends, I tell this story because it

gave me so much hope. While

tensions were high in Washington

and on cable TV, there was no

division in Redeemer’s Fellowship

Hall.

As I listened to the head judge

administer the oath of office, I was

proud to be part of this moment where

all people, Democrats and Republicans

Independents and others, agreed to be

fair, to follow the laws of the state and

the constitution of our nation. These

people were ready to work for the

common good and to help fellow

Americans do the same.

Throughout the day I watched from my

kitchen window as people lined up

outside Redeemer to vote.  They kept

social distance. As they did their duty as

citizens they wore their masks. The

waited their turn. They were polite,

serious, and even joyful.  At that

moment I knew that whether my chosen

candidates won or lost our community

is bigger than political divisions.

Working together our nation can

prosper.

In these days and weeks ahead we have a

lot of work ahead of us. As I write their

are hard challenges. And yet, I know we

can do this through Christ who

strengthens us.

In Christ we are called to live in unity,

even when it’s sometimes

uncomfortable.  Our hope in Christ

gives us the assurance that when all

things are in God’s hands then victory is

assured.

Thanks be to God.
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In early May, a Redeemer Reopening Task

Force was formed to develop a plan that

would help our congregation respond to the

COVID-19 Pandemic. Members of the team

are Council President Dr. Ron Lindberg,

previous Council President Kris Mahon,

Connie Bothen, Lisa Graeb, Dr. Len Zalik,

Vicar Aneel, and Pastor Katie.The group has

met extensively to create a Redeemer

Covid-Response plan based on State of

Illinois, Metro Chicago ELCA, and District

181 ans 86 guidelines and to impliment that

plan.

In response to surging COVID-19 numbers

and in light of Governor Pritzker's Tier

Two Mitigation  order we met to review

and implement our plan. This effectively

has meant  suspending in person gatherings

at Redeemer, including in person worship,

until further notice. When two weeks later

Governor Pritzker announced Tier Three

Mitigations were in effect, our plan largely

stayed in place. Our discussions included

special planning for the Christmas season.

Online worship continues Sunday
morning at 10am
Online Wednesday evening worship
and study opportunities offered
Limited outdoor worship activities
may be available (luminaria activity)
Virtual Adult forum, Sunday School,
Choirs, Coffee Hour
Essential building use only
Drive through, pick-up or family unit
mission opportunities (look for news
about upcoming curbside holiday
mission opportunities)

Highlights include:

All in all, Redeemer’s reopening plan is
still effectively being used as the basis for
discussion and decisions regarding
virtual, outdoor and indoor gatherings
for our church during the pandemic. We
will continue to monitor the situation
and will help advise the council and
church staff as we work to plan Christmas
gatherings that are safe as well as
meaningful.

We hope by following these guidelines
and doing our part Redeemer will help
limit the spread of COVID-19.
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Redeemer COVID 
Taskforce News
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BY LISA GRAEB 



If you have fever, cough, or difficulty breathing,
do not come to the building. Seek medical care
and contact Pr. Katie for pastoral support.

If you have questions please contact members
of the task force: Ron Lindberg, Kris Mahon,
Lisa Graeb, Connie Bothen, Len Zalik, Pr. Katie
and Vicar Aneel. 

Redeemer's Reopening Task Force continues to
work to keep our members, staff and
community safe.  Here are some highlights:

Online worship will continue for the duration of
the pandemic.

In person gatherings are suspended during
Illinois Phase Four Tier Two and Tier Three
Mitigations. 

When we can gather protective measures are
in place: Face coverings required, pews are
marked for social distancing, hand sanitizer
stations are in place, sign-ups are encouraged,
contact tracing lists are kept, personal supply
bins and post gathering cleaning guidelines are
provided.

REDEEMER
PLANS
& COVID-19 



Christmastime is one of the most festive seasons at Redeemer and Christmas worship is

the highlight of the season.  While we haven’t given up hope of gathering in person on

Christmas Eve, with infection rates rising, it is important that we make contingency plans.

There will be an online worship service broadcast live on Christmas Eve at 7PM on our

website.  This service will include all our favorite elements including: reading the

Christmas Gospel, Pr. Katie’s sermon, Holy Communion, lots of carols led by our choir,

and singing Silent Night by candlelight. 

We will offer a pre-recorded Christmas Day service to be played from our website at

your convenience. This service will include carols and Pr. Katie’s telling of the Christmas

story for children (just like at our usual Family Service on Christmas Eve).  This service

will not include communion.

If we are able to gather in person at Redeemer services will be short (under 30 minutes),

will include Scripture reading, a sermon, and Holy Communion, and will conclude with

Silent Night sung outdoors, while masked for all who wish to stay.  People can stand as far

off or as near as they feel comfortable.  If this becomes a possibility, look for an

announcement in December about times and how to register to attend.  

A D V E N T / C H R I S T M A S / E P I P H A N Y   2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

8 Redeemer Lutheran Church

Worship and Music 
Christmas Plans

BY HEIKE BURGHART RICE 



For our Christmas worship services on

zoom, we'd like to include two special

videos and we need your help! First, we

would like to have a congregational

carol, including all voices, not just the

choir. You can sing on your own or

with your family or "covid bubble"

group. Follow this link to see and hear

me singing "O Come All Ye Faithful."

Listen to the video with headphones

on. Then, use a different device to

make a video recording of yourself

singing along with the video. Send the

video to Heike at the address below. 

The second video is for the "candlelight"

part of the service. All you need to do is

take a video of you (either on your own

or with your family) receiving the light

from your right side and then passing it

to your left. You can see the Burghart

Rices doing this here. (Don't worry,

Benedikt did not set anything on fire!) 
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Send all videos by December 13th to music@redeemerhinsdale.org

Please send a message if you have any trouble sending your videos 
and we can find a way to do it!

Thank you for helping us make a very special covid Christmas service.
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Participate in On-Line Worship

https://redeemerlutheranchurchofhi.app.box.com/s/0cepbfwulyt8pi9ds1e02t1sxa0bp4jy
https://redeemerlutheranchurchofhi.box.com/s/v95g3y9h2v57z8ydi6emhw648vdzaogj
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/


The Music Director Search Committee has made final revisions to the job
description and it has been approved by Church Council. Due to the ongoing
uncertainty regarding the COVID 19 virus, Council has made the decision to
postpone the search until a viable vaccine is thoroughly tested and made widely
available or the current arrangement with Heike is no longer working.

In the January-June 2021 Redeemer Budget passed at our recent Annual Meeting we
approved funding that would provide for hiring a full time music director as soon as
April, but have not committed to hiring in that time frame.

Currently, Heike is working remotely from Pennsylvania selecting and recording
music for Sunday Zoom services. She is also coordinating Festival and Children's
Choir rehearsals and videos. Redeemer Festival Choir Section Leaders, Erin Matonte
and Sal Garza, are offering additional local support by way of overseeing Bell Choir
and providing live music for in person services. We thank you for your continual
support in this endeavor. Should you have any questions, please contact Music
Director Search Committee Chair Scott Spaniol or Redeemer Council President Ron
Lindberg.
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R E D E E M E R

M I S S I O N  

G I V I N G  T R E E
F O R  N E E D Y  K I D S  A N D  S E N I O R S

This year Redeemer is partnering with Holy Family School and
HCS Family Services to provide Christmas gift cards to 38 kids

and 54 seniors.  Here's how you can help:

S I G N  U P  O N  L I N E

For the number of gift cards you will purchase.  We are asking for
$25 Target cards for kids and $40 cards of their choice for seniors.  
Click the above links or check your weekly email for more details. 

R E T U R N  G I F T  C A R D S  T O  C H U R C H

Return cards to Redeemer on Sunday December 6th 
between 11am and 1pm.  

H E L P  D I S T R I B U T E  G I F T S

Sunday December 18th we need volunteers to help distribute
senior gifts at our drive through event.  

F R I E N D S  A N D  F A M I L Y  C A N  J O I N  O U R  P R O J E C T  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4cacaa2ba64-giving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4cacaa2ba64-giving1
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May the peace of the Lord be upon you this

Advent season as we eagerly await the

celebration of our Savior’s birth! In these

unprecedented times of state-wide lock-

downs, online learning, social distancing,

and toilet paper shortages, Redeemer

Lutheran Church invites you to join in the

virtual programs and activities listed below. 

May these resources allow

you and your family to experience hope in a

time of uncertainty, peace in the face of

fear, joy in the midst of heavy burdens, and

the everlasting love of Christ.

Blessings to you this season.
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Christian Education 
BY TYLER PARKS

https://mcusercontent.com/ef3e7d033b6905e01e422ac85/files/3b5b2cf9-2dc8-461b-98a7-f2ea7aa4359f/DoNotBeAfraid_Advent_rev2_1_.pdf


Join us in celebrating the First

Communion of Sara Held, Tom

Riley, Grace Hudson, and Zoe

Melau! These students, along with

family members, met during the

month of October to learn more

about Holy Communion and its

importance to our Lutheran faith.

Our children learned from Pastor

Katie, Tyler, and Vicar Aneel about

how Communion is for all people

and how it strengthens us to do

God's work in the world alongside

our neighbors.

Communion Class

Sunday School 
Your children are encouraged to

join our virtual Christmas Pageant

this year! All pieces will be pre-

recorded and put into one video

that will be broadcast to the

congregation on Sunday,

December 20 at our 10:00AM

service. To have your children

participate, please contact Heike at

music@redeemerhinsdale.org to

get your child signed up!

Information on how to get

connected can be found in your

Redeemer Emails.
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CONTINUE READING TO SEE

PICTURES OF OUR

STUDENTS AND THEIR

FAMILIES IN ACTION!

ZOOM PRACTICE 

SUNDAYS 

9:00AM - 9:30AM
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http://redeemerhinsdale.org/
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Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes have moved

completely online due to the increased

cases of COVID-19 in our area.

Students meet virtually to for a lesson

one week, then follow up the lesson

the next week with virtual small group

opportunities to connect with their

peers and Confirmation Guides.

Information on how to connect to our

weekly Zoom can be found in our

Confirmation Emails.  Check out more

information about our Confirmation

program at

redeemerhinsdale.org/confirmation.
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Upcoming Confirmation Dates

12.2 Virtual Class at 6:00PM

12.9 Virtual Small Groups at 6:00PM

12.16 Virtual Class at 6:00PM

Week of 12.16 - 12.23 Sign up through

Confirmation Email to create

Lumenaria for Christmas Eve Services

Just as our Confirmation program

has gone completely online, so has

our High School Youth Group.

Students are encouraged to log on

to build community with their

peers, share their highs and lows,

reflect how God speaks to us

through the use of Scripture, and

pray for each other.  Zoom

information is linked in our High

School Youth Group emails. If you

need help getting connected, please

email tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org

High School Youth Group

11.29 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

12. 6 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

12.13 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

12.20 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

12.27 OFF FOR CHRISTMAS

1.3 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

1.10 Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM

UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP DATES
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http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org/confirmation
http://redeemerhinsdale.org/
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https://forms.gle/J4EibCQMDk36wkoi9
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Church and Community has compiled the information from the listening

sessions and congregational survey reflecting 70 submissions which reflect

Redeemer’s a wide variety of interests. 

The top three are racial equity/anti-racism, building local community

connections and relationships and environmental/climate issues. 

To fulfill the mission of Church and Community which is to educate and

motivate our congregation, we plan a book study open to all the congregation as

well as community churches on Hillbilly Elegy by  J.D. Vance and An American

Summer by Alex Kotlowitz. Please join us on January 7th for our discussion.

Contact Mary Landis for more details, or check your weekly email.

We are also looking into how to make Redeemer Greener, as well as involving

the wider community in recycling. 

Redeemer’s membership in DuPage United continues to offer opportunities to

meet and form relationships with members and governmental officials on

affordable housing and other issues. We ZOOMed with the president of the

Illinois Senate as well as the candidates for the DuPage County Board and all said

they would work with us.
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS 



This Fall Stewardship Committee

completed another dynamic annual

campaign.  Our theme, Christ the Same,

is drawn from the scripture: Jesus Christ

is the same yesterday and today and

forever - Hebrews 13:8. The campaign

used video messages, in lieu of temple

talks, with themes that matched with

weekly informational mailers to all

members.

As in past years, Redeemer members

have affirmed their intended giving

through pledges. Reflecting our COVID

challenges, pledges are running behind

the previous year totals, with 28 fewer

pledges and approximately $100,000

less giving pledged through the 4th week

of our campaign. The committee is

working with Pastor Katie on follow-up

messaging to narrow this gap.

It is not too late to pledge.  Please return

your pledge card to the church office or

email pledge@redeemerhinsdale.org
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Thank you to our Stewardship Mailing helpers.
Shown: Andrew and Ted Doege (along with their cat). 

Additional mailers to thank were Gwen & Mark
Entsminger and Sue Graunke.

Stewardship
BY PAUL SEPPANEN
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Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.  Hebrews 13:16



As the end of the year approaches, here

are a few reminders about your

financial support of Redeemer’s

mission.

2020 OFFERING DEADLINE:

All offerings must be turned in by noon

on Thursday, December 31, 2020, in

order to receive credit on your 2020

statement. Any offerings received after

noon on December 31th will be credited

to your 2021 statement. The date on

your check or the date on the envelope

will not affect the statement year on

which the credit appears. A counting

team member will be at the church until

noon on the 31st to receive your

offering. If you mail your offering to the

church, please allow sufficient time for

it to reach the church office before the

31st.

The Renewing Redeemer Capital

Campaign is a 3-year campaign, begun

in 2018, so 2020 is the end of the 3rd

calendar year. While a 36-month cycle

extends the deadline to April 2021, if it

is possible for you to fulfill your pledge

earlier, it would be appreciated.

WAYS TO GIVE:

In these days when we are
unfortunately not in the pews to place
our offering into the basket, we have
had to get a little creative with Tithes
and Offerings. Of course, you can mail
your check to the church office or drop
it off in the mailbox on the west side of
the building.

You can also give electronically,
authorizing an automatic deduction
from your checking or savings account
or authorizing a charge to your credit
card.  Either method can be used for a
one-time gift or a recurring gift. On
Redeemer’s website, you’ll find a GIVE
ONLINE button. Click on that and you
will be guided through the sign-up
procedure.
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Year End Giving Reminders
BY LINDA CARPENTER
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If you already give electronically, please remember to change your account information

online if you changed your pledge amount or if you wish to change your gift amount or

frequency. If you need assistance in changing that information, contact Linda Carpenter. If

you give online using a charge card, consider adding an amount to offset the 3% credit card

fee (which Redeemer pays to the credit card company) so that Redeemer receives the full

benefit of your gift.

It is possible to support Redeemer and possibly minimize your tax liability by giving in a

few other ways. You can get more information on these giving alternatives by contacting

Linda Carpenter, our Financial Secretary. (Contact your tax advisor for specifics for your

situation.)

• Giving a gift of appreciated stock can reduce the amount of tax you pay for capital gains.

•  An IRA required minimum distribution can be sent directly to Redeemer. The new

CARES Act suspends the requirement of an RMD for the 2020 tax year. But despite this

suspension, if you are a donor who is 70½ or older, you can still make a gift from an IRA. 

 The transfer generates no taxable income nor a tax deduction. But, since the gift doesn’t

count as income, it can reduce your annual income level which may help lower Medicare

premiums and decrease the amount of Social Security that is subject to tax.  

• If you participate in a family foundation, you may direct a grant to Redeemer. Again, these

gifts must be received no later than December 31. 

• The CARES Act has two other major charitable provisions. First, it allows donors to deduct

charitable gifts up to 100% of Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) versus the normal 60%

limitation. 

                                          Year End Giving Continued
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• Most taxpayers take advantage of the standard deduction when

filing their federal returns. The second provision of the CARES Act

provides an additional “above-the-line” charitable deduction on top

of the standard deduction for these taxpayers. Taxpayers who do

not itemize their deductions may take a one-time deduction of up

to $300 for gifts made to a charity, like Redeemer. This deduction

applies ONLY for gifts of cash made in the 2020 calendar year. 

 (Again, contact your tax advisor for specifics.)

It is possible to support Redeemer and possibly minimize your tax

liability by giving in a few other ways. You can get more

information on these giving alternatives by contacting Linda

Carpenter, our Financial Secretary. (Contact your tax advisor for

specifics for your situation.)
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ENVELOPES:

Offering envelopes for 2021 will be

available on a drive-by basis on

Wednesday, December 16, and Thursday

December 17, between noon and 3 pm.

They will also be available on Sunday,

December 20, between 9 am and noon. 

 (More information will be coming soon.)

Members who give electronically and/or

have a 500 envelope number will not

receive paper envelopes. You may always

use one of the blue and white envelopes

found in the pews if you wish to make a

special offering. If you would like to have

envelopes in addition to your electronic

giving, please contact the church office and

we will be happy to provide you with a box

of envelopes.

Thank you for your continuing support of

Redeemer through your time, talent, and

treasures.
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Carter Lee Bawel

Carter Lee Bawel was baptized at

Redeemer on October 3. Carter's parents

are Jennifer and and Charles Bawel.
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William Carl Cline was baptized on

October 24th at Redeemer. William's

parents are Maren Pedersen and

William Cline.

William Carl Cline

The wedding of Christine Thompson and David

Heise took place at Redeemer on October 10th.

Celebrations
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Christine and David Heise
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The Serenity Prayer

“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to

change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”     -- Reinhold

Niebuhr, American theologian (1892 – 1971)     

It is hard to remember when I was first introduced to The Serenity Prayer, but from

that time, it has been profoundly meaningful and helpful in my life. Little wonder

that the cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, Willian Griffith Wilson, is quoted to

have said, “Never had we seen so much A.A. in so few words”. Beginning in the

mid-twentieth century, Alcoholics Anonymous and other twelve-step programs

adopted The Serenity Prayer as their official prayer. Although popularized by A.A., it

is a favorite prayer of many, like me. In fact, it was the chosen theme of the retreat

which I attended last month with two of my brothers, Wayne and Denis, at the

White House Jesuit Retreat Center on the beautiful banks of the Mississippi River

just outside St. Louis, Missouri.     

Although I have known about The Serenity Prayer for many years, only recently was

I introduced to the whole prayer - beyond the serenity, courage, and wisdom parts.

Inspired by our retreat leader’s admiration for it, following is the entire prayer –

with a few thoughts of my own: 

1) God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the

things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. These powerful words

encourage us to be courageous in our work, and not to be weighted-down by

burdens about which we can do nothing. It is said that God’s admonition “Do

not be afraid” can be found 365 times in the Judeo-Christian Bible. We are

reminded that God, our loving parent who turns winter into spring, is the one

who comes when we call. Psalm 46 begins, “God is our refuge and strength…”.
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2) Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time… Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is

mystery. The Present is where all of our living and learning and loving and forgiving takes

place. By living in ‘the now’ we can avoid the anxiety which comes from worrying about

the future. Jesus’ words reinforce this idea in Matthew 6:34 “So do not worry about

tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for

today.” My mother-in-law was one of my favorite teachers of enjoying one moment at a

time. Because of her, we missed the float and band parade, but instead, stopped to watch a

turtle parade one 4th of July. Also, she often pointed out the tiniest of spring flowers, the

ones I would have otherwise not noticed.

3) accepting hardship as the pathway to peace; taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I

would have it; trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will… Dr. M. Scott

Peck opens his best-seller classic The Road Less Traveled with the simple words: “Life is

difficult.” Only when we accept that fact, can we then do the important work of making

life better for others; and in doing so, we begin to make life better for ourselves as well. As

we learn to trust one another, we learn to trust God – in whom all things are made new.

4) that I may be reasonably happy in this life, and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.

Amen

In God’s love,

Lanny F. Wilson, MD

25 Redeemer Lutheran Church

A D V E N T / C H R I S T M A S / E P I P H A N Y   2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1


