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Lenten Spring
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

Every year it happens. I start looking at
seed catalogs in November, I think the
worst weather has passed in December, I
start seriously thinking of planting in the
new year not realizing how far off Spring
really is. Back when Sandy Ditewig,
master gardener, was also our Office
Manager she would tell me, “Pr. Katie,
you can’t plant tomatoes until after
Mother’s Day.” I always thought this was
a crazy amount of time to wait, and yet,
she was always right.
Sometimes we just have to wait. Of
course this is nothing new. Not in the era
of the early Christians. Not in the time
of COVID.
In his letter to the Galatians Paul urges the early Christian community to be patient. Eager
for Christ’s return and groaning under the injustice and pain of the world, the Galatian
church wonders if they really need to keep working so hard. Temptations abound. It’s easy
to think that what one person does doesn’t matter and that the individual owes nothing to
the community. St. Paul tells these people to “bear one another’s burdens” and to share
what they have. He further tells them that they will in fact reap what they sow, both here
and now and into eternity.

Let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. – Galatians 6:9
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distance, limit contact with others, wash
our hands, and otherwise be cautious for
the sake of the most vulnerable. If we
stop now, all our sacrifice will have been
in vain. Or, as Youth and Family
Director Tyler Park’s put it, “We can’t
have carried the ball too well to fumble
it on the 90 yard line.” I haven’t done a
Redeemer COVID funeral yet. I don’t
want to do my first in March.
And, of course, being vigilant during
COVID is not the only call of a
It’s a good lesson for us today.
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Wednesdays during Lent – (Virtual) Soup Suppers & Adult Education
The release and approval of several COVID-19 vaccines in December of 2020 stir up hope for
a “return to normal,” as it was before the disruption and trauma of the pandemic. But could a
Lutheran understanding of rebirth in baptism help us imagine a way forward that doesn’t just
go back to what we knew before? Acknowledging instead that “normal” includes ongoing
transformation through the cycle of death and rebirth - dying to the old and rising into new
life as children of God.
On Wednesday evenings during Lent, we will embark on a five-week study of bible stories
paired with personal reflections from the congregation that focus on the themes of exile and
return, life after trauma, and new beginnings. Participants will be encouraged to reflect on how
the challenges of the last year have impacted their faith and the way they engage with
scripture.
We will also put our theme to practice by gathering for virtual soup suppers, a “new-normal”
time of fellowship before the adult education and worship hour. Bring a soup from the
“Redeemer Soup Supper Recipe Book” (or just a snack) and enjoy one another in fellowship
before our time of learning, conversation, and worship.
Schedule (all events on Zoom): Each of the five Wednesdays from February 24th - March 24th.
Please join us for some part of all of these Wednesday events. If fellowship is all you need right
now, just join us for the virtual soup supper - you can feel free to leave anytime!
For more information and a link to the recipe book, visit our Lent website:
https://redeemerhinsdale.org/lent/

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR ANEEL TRIVEDI

Greetings! This has been a busy start to the year for me,
both here at Redeemer and personally. I'm headed into a
season of uncertainty as my medical team recently
recommended a new MS treatment plan. I ask for your
prayers during this time of anxious trial and error.
I have spent much of my time recently planning (and
worrying about) my Hein-Fry Book of Faith Challenge
project, which will take place this year during Lent. The
theme of this year’s project is “The New Normal,” and I
hope to provide an opportunity to contextually engage with
scripture around the theme of baptism and rebirth into
something new. I am also excited about offering some
opportunities for fellowship during Lent through virtual
soup suppers.
I remain grateful for your partnership and support during
this learning year.

The Poetry of Lent
This year’s Lenten Devotional follows the readings assigned to
Lent and Holy Week and invites you to read them alongside
selections from Devotions: The Selected Poems of Mary Oliver.
Mary Oliver was the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the
National Book Award and received grants from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the Guggenheim Foundation. Her
main themes of the intersection of the human and natural
world and the limits of human consciousness and language are
often profoundly spiritual. While I recommend purchasing a
copy of Devotions for yourself (I have one on my bedside table)
you can find all the poems in the devotional online by simply
searching for Mary Oliver and the specific poem name. We
will also post links to specific poems and weekly scripture
readings on the Lent page of the Redeemer website.

Redeemer Lutheran Church

4

LENT/EASTER 2021

Redeemer COVID
Taskforce News
BY LISA GRAEB

Our county (Region 10) is currently in Phase 4
of Restore Illinois and following our Redeemer
ReOpening Plan, indoor worship is permitted
again.
It has been almost three months since our last
indoor worship so we are going to proceed
with caution as we bring indoor/in-person
services back to our Sanctuary. As a reminder;
online worship will continue and indoor
worship will require reservations, strict face
coverings, protective measures and social
distance. Even those who have been vaccinated
will need to follow these guidelines.
Our first and second indoor services will be
limited to 25 attendees (sign-up reservations
required) and they are planned for Sunday,
February 21st and February 28th. If all goes
well, we will increase the reservations to 50
attendees in the month of March. Updates and
details about future indoor worship services
will be communicated via our weekly
congregational email.
The ReOpening Redeemer Task Force will
meet again in late February to assess progress
and to determine what other gatherings and
church activities we might be able to resume in
the spring. Watch your Redeemer email and
check the website for updates.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Ash Wednesday and Lent Packets
Ash Wednesday Feb 17th
Ash Wednesday services will be offered at
Noon and at 7PM using the regular worship
links and live-streamed to the website. The
noon service will be shorter and will not
include communion. The 7PM service will be
the full Ash Wednesday service, including
communion. Both services will include an
opportunity for individuals and families to
mark themselves with ashes.
If you would like to receive ashes from Pr. Katie she will be available at Redeemer
for a drive through blessing on Ash Wednesday from 7-8AM, 1-2PM, and 5-6PM.
Please wear a mask. Pr. Katie will wear a mask and face shield and will bless you with
ashes on either your forehead or hand, as you prefer.

Lent Packet Pickup Feb 14 & 16
Swing by the church to pick up your
2021 Lent take-home packet. We will
have dedicated drive-by pick up times
on Sunday, February 14th, and
Tuesday, February 16th from 12 pm 3 pm.Come get everything you’ll need
for Lent, and see the staff face-to-face.
We miss you! The packets will include:
(1) Ashes for At-Home Distribution, (2)
Ash Wednesday Bulletin, (3)
Communion, (4) Poetry of Lent
Devotional, (5) Soup Supper Recipe
Book, (6) An Updated Phone Directory.
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Worship Plans for Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter at Redeemer
Even though we need to do things a little differently – sign up for worship, wear a mask, take
communion in the pews, refrain from singing or simply take part over ZOOM – Lent, Holy Week and
Easter will go on.
Right now, with COVID case numbers decreasing, we plan on offering limited in person options for
worship.
Starting the first Sunday of Lent we will offer in person worship at 8:30AM on Sundays. This service
will be much like the in person services we offered during the fall. Participants will reserve their spots
through an online portal, will wear masks, will sit in socially distanced places where they will also take
communion. There will not be singing and the service will take just 30 minutes. We will not resume
Wednesday Services at this time – focusing instead on our Zoom worship and study opportunity.
At this time we are not planning on offering in person Maundy Thursday or Good Friday Services.
This may change as we monitor conditions. We will have at least one in person Easter Sunday worship
service at 8:30 AM on Sunday April 4th. Depending on interest, we may offer more than one service.
We hope to be able to accommodate all who desire to attend an in person service on Easter in a COVIDconscious way.
We will continue to offer online worship throughout this season, so even if you are not yet vaccinated or
ready to come back to Redeemer physically you can still worship with us.
If you have questions, please contact the Church Office. We are looking forward to spending this holy
time with you on the internet or in the pew!

Holy Week
March 28
through
April 4th
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Narthex Cross Project

The Property and Furnishings Committees are
pleased to move forward with our Narthex
Cross Project as Council has approved our plan
for endowment funds. As we come full circle
in completing Renewing Redeemer’s vision for
a reflective narthex space where one can pause
and prepare for worship, this permanent art
piece, designed by our Renewing Redeemer
architect, Bill Sturm, follows a similar theme
and will be a close “negative” and similar size
as the cross in the hall by the church office.
This beautiful, back-lit cross will be a powerful,
timeless, symbolic piece for all to reflect upon
for years!

Calling all Art Enthusiasts!
Nearing the completion of Renewing
Redeemer and as new and repurposed
furnishings have been added, we are looking
to create a new ART ACQUISITIONS
COMMITTEE. We will search for artists and
pieces which bring color, texture, interest,
and highlights diversity to our spaces. With
focus on our Renewing Redeemer vision, we
will begin addressing three main upper level
areas. If you’re interested in joining this
committee or want to learn more, please
contact Cindy Cimo in the church office
(office@redeemerhinsdale.org) or
Will Swenson (swenson.will@gmail.com).
Thank you!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Worship and Music
BY HEIKE BURGHART RICE

As we look to the season of Lent this year, I encourage you to set aside time for some kind
of spiritual practice. Here's one suggestion: in preparation for worship on Sundays (either
through zoom or in person), I encourage you to read the scripture ahead of time or look
up some of the music and listen to it or sing it. You can find the scripture and bulletin in
the weekly emails from the church, and the bulletins are posted on the website ahead of
Sunday's worship. Tuesday's Bible study group continues to meet on zoom and discuss
the scripture for the coming Sunday, so it's a great way to give yourself a little time to
ponder the words ahead of time.
As part of the adjustments we've made for worship via zoom, we've sometimes omitted
the Psalm. I've found that I truly miss that part of the service! When I've practiced singing
a Psalm refrain and then sing it several times on Sunday morning, the words really stick
in my head. Whenever the tune pops into my head, I'm reminded of the words of the
scripture for that day. During the season of Lent, we've decided to sing "Create in Me a
Clean Heart" at the time when we would normally sing or read the psalm. The words
come from Psalm 51, and serve as a theme for the whole season. There are many musical
settings, and if you don't already recognize the one we've chosen, I hope you will enjoy
learning it.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Watch for an announcement to participate in
the zoom worship service for Easter. I would
like to create another congregational hymn
and give you all an opportunity to send me
one last video.
Peace be with you all!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Music Director Search
BY WILL SWENSON

Exciting New Developments! The Music Director Search Committee has been
authorized by Council to resume the search for Redeemer's next Music Director!
First, a quick recap; the job description was updated and approved late in 2020. At
that time, it was determined the Committee should wait for further instruction from
Council on a timeline for posting the description and interviewing candidates. In
early January, permission from Council was given to post the job to the websites of
the American Guild of Organists and the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.
Redeemer has received over 20 applications as of press time. The Music Director
Search Committee has met to vet and discuss applicants and first round interviews are
starting the week of February 8. The Committee hopes to have someone in place by
Easter.
Please keep this committee in your prayers as we evaluate individuals and decide
which merits best fit with Redeemer's mission and vision. Further updates will be in
the weekly email blast and subsequent newsletters. Please submit any questions to
Committee Chair, Will Swenson at swenson.will@gmail.com and also please
encourage anyone you know who may be a good fit to apply. Applications will be
accepted through mid February.

Endowment Grants Now Available
Every year, money is available through grants from the Redeemer Covenant
Endowment Fund. Up to 6% of the average of the prior year’s four quarterly valuations
may be distributed as approved by the Congregation Council. The monies are
generally distributed to mission causes, property needs or other causes approved by
Council. Now is the time to apply. Information on how to apply can be obtained
through the church office. Applicants will be asked for their group name, contact
information, amount requested, purpose and expected results. Applications should be
returned to the church office to the attention of the Council President. Applications
will be accepted through March 15th, 2021. Submissions will be reviewed by the
Church Council and applicants will be notified once final awards have been
determined.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Christmas Photos
Thanks to our Confirmation Families who came and packed over 150
Lumenaria bags for our Christmas Eve service. Thanks to all the high school
students who came to help set out and light the Lumenaria on Christmas Eve!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Thanks to all the families, children, and Sunday School teachers who helped us
to prepare for our Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 20. This years
Christmas Pageant was the most well received of all our Christmas
Performances in recent years.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Christian Education
BY TYLER PARKS

Howdy Redeemer!
As we look ahead to the coming months of ministry at Redeemer Lutheran Church I am excited for
the new things to come in the seasons of Lent and Easter. I cannot believe we have spent almost a full
year in ministry in a socially distant – if not virtual – atmosphere. What a testament to the glory of
God it is that although this is not our preferred model of ministry, we have still been sustained
through this time together in spirit.
As the congregation assesses the safety of in person gatherings for worship, we also continue to assess
the safety of in person programming for education. At this time, following the counsel of the
ReOpening Redeemer Task Force and the judgment of the Youth and Family Team, we will continue
to meet virtually and (weather permitting) outdoors in socially distant gatherings.
Beginning February 28, Sunday School will move from being an at-home activity to an online activity
that will take place every other week alternating with Children’s Choir on Sundays from 9:00AM to
9:30AM. Confirmation will continue meeting weekly online using our alternating large group lesson
and small group format. High School Youth Group will continue to meet weekly over ZOOM at 6PM
Sundays for fellowship and community. Adults are invited to engage in Mid-Week Lenten Study
Wednesdays at 7PM. Bible Study Tuesdays at 10AM will be offered online as well. As COVID
numbers drop and vaccine opportunities increase we hope to be able to offer more in person learning
and fellowship opportunities.
Thank you all for your continued support of the ministries of Redeemer Lutheran Church. It means
so much to me that we have been able to come together in the past ten months in spirit though we
have remained distant, socially. Our current position reminds me of the chorus from one of my
favorite songs that we used to sing at Lutherdale Bible Camp. “Though the sorrow may last through the
night, joy comes in the morning!” We are at the cusp of daybreak in terms of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Let us remain vigilant so that we may experience the joy of community that is to come post
pandemic. I look forward to seeing and being in community with you all (in person), very soon!
Tyler Parks
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
(630) 323-5530 x 405
tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL

OPEN TO ALL 3YO - 6TH GRADE
BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 AT 9:00AM
Virtual Sunday School
Our Sunday School Teachers have so missed connecting with your
children each week at church. Join us on February 28, March 14, and
March 28 for Virtual Sunday School from 9:00AM - 9:30AM. In the
weeks between our time together children are encouraged to participate
in Virtual Children’s Choir at the same time!
Children will have the opportunity to log in to see their friends from
Church and connect with Tyler and a few of our Sunday School
Teachers. Children will come together online to learn about the week's
Bible story, then go into break out rooms with their Sunday School
Teachers for further activities.
Connect with us by joining our ZOOM
meeting by clicking the red button.

Redeemer Lutheran Church

CLICK HERE
TO CONNECT
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Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes and small group
meetings continue to happen
virtually via Zoom every other
Wednesday at 6:00PM. This is a
time when students come together to
learn about components of our

Upcoming Confirmation Dates
2.17
- Ash
Wednesday
(OFF)
2.17
- Ash
Wednesday
(OFF)
2.24
Class
on
Jesus'
Parables
2.24 - Class on Jesus' Parables

3.33.3
- Virtual
Small
Groups
- Virtual
Small
Groups
3.10
Class
on
Holy
Communion
3.10 - Class on Holy Communion
3.17
- Virtual
Small
Groups
3.17
- Virtual
Small
Groups
3.24
Class
on
Death
to
Life
3.24 - Class on Death to
Life

Lutheran tradition of our Christian
faith. Information on how to connect
to our weekly Zoom can be found in
our Confirmation Emails. Check out
more information about our
Confirmation by clicking the
button below.

CLICK HERE
TO CONNECT

High School Youth Group
Our High School Youth Group
continues to meet on Sunday
evenings at 6:00PM virtually via
Zoom. This is a time for students to
hang out with each other as well as
dive deeper into our faith together.
Each week we reflect on our highs
and lows of the week, play games

UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP DATES

together, read Scripture and discern

2.14 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
2.21 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
2.28 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
3.7 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
3.14 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
3.21 - Virtual Youth Group 6:00PM
3.28 - OFF FOR HOLY WEEK

how God is communicating with us
through the Scriptures in our daily
lives. Click on the link below to get
your student connected.

CLICK HERE
TO CONNECT
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Lenten Family Devotions (Best for Sunday School Age Children)
Make sure to check out the Lenten Family Devotionals in your Lenten
Packet that is available for pick up on Sunday, February 14 and Tuesday,
February 16. In this packet your family will have everything you need to
prepare for the season of Lent as we prepare for the celebration of Easter.
Seven weeks of family devotions that are simple, yet meaningful, a special
Ash Wednesday Labyrinth Meditation, and seven weeks of coloring pages
are all available for your family this Lenten season.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Reconciling in Christ Celebration
Thank you to everyone who
participated in our virtual Reconciling
in Christ events at the end of January.
Many members and friends of
Redeemer were inspired to learn
about Pastor Noah's life in the church
and his commitment to the Gospel.
We were so thankful to be able to
welcome Pastor Noah in a Virtual
Coffee Hour where he answered
questions and gave insights as to how
Redeemer can continue stepping out
in faith in our Reconciling in Christ
journey.

High School Adventure Trip
We are currently working to schedule
a safe adventure trip down the
Namekagon River in Northwestern
Wisconsin for summer 2021.This trip
will most likely take place Sunday,
June 27 - Friday, July 2.
If your student is still interested there are
only a few open spots available. Please
contact Tyler right away to find out
how to have your student participate
in this once in a lifetime opportunity
to be immersed in God's creation.
Families interested in participating
will meet to plan fundraising efforts
soon.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Vacation Bible School 2021
We are looking forward to our
upcoming summer Vacation Bible
School program from ELCA World
Hunger. This year, just like our high
school students journeying down a
literal river, our children will go on a
journey of their own down the river
to learn about God's gracious gift of
water. From the waters of baptism to
the waters that sustain farms and
gardens, water is life. More
information will continue to be
released as we get closer and continue
to evaluate the safety of our children.

Lenten Family Devotions (Best for Middle & High School Youth)
Make sure to check out the Lenten
Family Devotionals available for pick
up on Sunday, February 14 and
Tuesday, February 16. In this packet
your family will have everything you
need to prepare for the seasons of
Lent and Easter. Seven weeks of
family devotions that are simple, yet
meaningful. Though this resource
offers coloring resources, it's "going
deeper" resources are meant for
older students and young adults
alike. Pick up your copy today!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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GIANT
CINNAMON
& CARAMEL
ROLLS
YOUTH FUNDRAISER

Drive-Through Easter Breakfast Fundraiser
On Sunday, April 4, Redeemer students will host a Drive-Through
Easter Breakfast to raise funds to help lower the cost of this summer's
adventure trip. Students will begin taking orders for freshly baked
giant cinnamon and caramel rolls in the coming weeks. Our goal is to
deliver 100 giant cinnamon or caramel rolls.
You can support our students by ordering ahead by following the link
below. Students will take up a free-will offering when you arrive to
pick up your orders after the 10AM service on April 4. Orders will be
available for pick up until Noon. Thank you
in advance for your support of our students
as they continue to grow in these awesome

CLICK HERE
TO ORDER

faith building experiences!
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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SOCIALLY
DISTANT
EASTER
EGG HUNT
Socially Distant Easter Egg Hunt
On Sunday, April 4, Redeemer will host a socially distant Easter Egg
Hunt (**weather permitting**) on the grassy areas along 1st Street and
Blaine Street. **If there is snow on the ground, or if it is too cold, we
will instead do a Drive-Through Easter Egg "Hunt" where families can
drive up to receive a collection of Easter Eggs. Please follow the link
below to register your family so that we can prepare accordingly.
9:00AM - For 3YO - Kindergarten: on the grass along Blaine Street
9:15AM - For 1st Grade - 6th Grade: on the grass along 1st Street

*All parents and children must wear masks to

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

participate in this event.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS

Church and Community has been working to engage areas
of interest that were expressed as priorities by
congregation members in a survey last year. Two of those
priorities were better understanding the causes and
solutions to inner city violence, and working more closely
with Redeemer’s neighbor churches and other
organizations.
To that end we hosted a 2 part teleconference, the first of which was an insightful
discussion on the topic of Violence and Educational Challenges in the Inner-City
that was hosted by our mission partners at Holy Family School, drawing heavily
on an understanding of the effects of adverse childhood, experiences (“ACEs”).
The second part was a discussion of the impact of ACEs as reflected in two
popular books. These sessions were attended by a combined 60 people from
Redeemer and at least 4 other local churches and organizations.
For anyone wanting to learn more about ACEs, you are encouraged to go to a
brief TED talk at https://www.npr.org/2017/08/25/545092982/nadine-burkeharris-how-does-trauma-affect-a-childs-dna
Following up on the congregational survey’s expression of interest in addressing
environmental issues, we are developing a community-wide resource to facilitate
the recycling of medications and electronic equipment. We are also planning to
host an eco-justice educational program at Redeemer in April.
Through Redeemer’s membership in DuPage United, we visited an affordable
housing community in Elgin. Next steps on this include looking for property in
DuPage to create similar initiatives. If any of this excites you, please join us the
first Thursday of each month via ZOOM from 5-6:30. Email Mary Landis
(mlandisgs@aol.com) to receive a Zoom invitation.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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SOCIAL-JUSTICE DIALOGUE
PROJECT
FEBRUARY 28 | 2:00PM - 3:30PM
JOIN EARLY AT 1:30PM TO WATCH THE LECTURE

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Updates on Pledging
BY LINDA CARPENTER

Pledging for 2021
As of this date, we have had 73 members
pledge for 2021. The total amount
pledged is $453,114. This represents only
42% of our total membership, a lower
amount than in past years. Council uses
pledged amounts to determine how
likely we are to meet our budget and to
make adjustments as new expenditures
come in. Pledge numbers will be
especially important this year as we are
working with a six-month budget and in
June, we will have to make a new budget
for the remainder of the year. It’s never
too late to pledge. If you still have the
pledge card sent to you late last fall, you
may fill it out and mail it to the church
office, or you may get a new pledge card
at the church office. You may also
pledge online by going to
pledge@redeemerhinsdale.org. Pledges
really are important to the financial
functioning of the church. Thank you to
those who have already pledged, and
thank you to those who are still
considering a pledge.

Renewing Redeemer Capital
Campaign Pledges
When the capital campaign for
Renewing Redeemer was begun in 2018,
it was designated a three-year
campaign. Some considered that to be
three calendar years. But since the
campaign began in April, some
considered the three-year campaign to
be 36 months. And 36 months will be
concluding at the end of March, 2021.
Sixty-six pledges have been fulfilled
and 25 pledges are still in the process of
being paid off. We have been very
blessed to have financed our beautiful
construction and remodeling totally
through the gifts of members and
friends, certain reserves taken off our
Balance Sheet, and a loan from our own
Endowment Fund, which we are in
position to pay back almost
immediately. None of the $1.43M dollar
cost had to be borrowed from outside
sources. But we are counting on those
who pledged to meet those pledges,
hopefully by March 31,2021. Of course,
if it takes longer, we will gladly accept
any gift, any time. But if we could finish
this by our declared deadline, it
would be a true gift to your
Finance Committee!
Thank you.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Financial Update Spring 2021
As we weathered the turmoil of the pandemic this year, the Redeemer family
found it within its means to contribute only $2,339 (0.4%) less than the previous
year. We ended giving 0.8% less than budgeted, however, we lowered our expenses
in comparison to last year by $113K. A large portion of this was due to a reduction
of salary and benefits costs through a governmental Payroll Protection Program
loan of $67K.
The PPP stipulates that the loan converts to a grant if an entity stays within the
prescribed guidelines. Redeemer continues to be very conscientious about
following those parameters and should qualify for loan forgiveness. With a new
round of PPP loans announced Redeemer’s finance team and council will consider
applying for this second funding opportunity should we qualify.
For many, the coming year is fraught with uncertainty and Redeemer is not
immune. Pledges and their corresponding dollar amounts are down compared to
the past and the Finance Committee felt that it would be prudent to use a sixmonth budget due to economic ambiguity.
Yet even with the uncertainty of the times, Redeemer continues to maintain a
strong Balance Sheet due to the generosity of its parishioners with Total Assets
standing at $1.27 million. Therefore, we are able to continue to give to the needs of
others above what we expected through our surplus of $77k this year. At the
January Church Council meeting we recognized the blessings of our financial
position and decided to allocate portions of the 2020 surplus to Mission Outreach
and begin a fund to subsidize an Intern position going forward.
Mike Huseth - Treasurer
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Updates from Council
BY RON LINDBERG

A special congregational meeting is scheduled via Zoom on March 14, 2021. It was
originally scheduled for January 31st, but the date had to be changed. The primary purpose
of the meeting is to approve changes to our constitution. Our current constitution dates
from 2008 and we haven’t kept up to date with the ELCA suggested changes. All of the
changes proposed come from the most recent ELCA Model Constitution and were
reviewed by a team comprised of Jay Hines-Shah, Deborah Boling, Steve Patterson and
myself. We believe that adopting these changes do not threaten key provisions in our
original constitution (including retention of Redeemer’s property should we ever leave the
ELCA) and help to clarify procedures and roles. By only making changes to Redeemer’s
constitution that align with the ELCA model constitution we can approve these changes in a
single congregational meeting.
A well-attended virtual coffee hour was held on January 24th that explained the changes.
Questions about specific word choice and numbering systems were referred to the Metro
Chicago Synod Secretary. She informed us that we must adhere to the model constitution if
we want to proceed with the single meeting vote to change Redeemer’s Constitution.
The document (linked here), can be
viewed in its entirety online. Please let us
know if you have trouble viewing it. A
mailing and an email with the same link
will be sent to all Redeemer member
households. If you would like a paper
copy of the proposed changes, please
contact the church office and we will
send it to you. Otherwise it will be
assumed that you consent to email notice
of the proposed Constitutional changes.
If you have more questions, please
contact Council President Ron Lindberg
or any member of the Constitution
Review team.
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Mission Outreach
BYMARIE MCGANN

In December, 2020 Redeemer members donated gift cards totaling $3,340 for Holy Family students.
Additionally, $2,320 in gift cards were provided to area Senior Citizens who qualify for food pantry
assistance at Hinsdale Community Services.
Thank you to everyone who contributed gift cards! Looking forward to Lent and Easter, Mission
Outreach will be coordinating another activity that can be completed at home and dropped of to the
church for distribution. Please watch your Eblasts for further information.
We received the following newsletter from Rev. Philip Knutson, ELCA global missionary to Southern
Africa…
Dear friends,
With mixed feelings we reflect on the past year and look ahead to the coming year. There is sadness
at the loss of life due to the corona virus pandemic affecting communities and families across the
region and around the world. There is also admiration and appreciation especially for health care and
frontline workers. There is hope for the roll-out of effective vaccines but concern over uneven access
and slow distribution especially in poorer countries. The World Health Organization Director
General Dr.Ghebreyesus has stressed that “the only way to end the pandemic anywhere is to end it
everywhere” by working together as “one global family.”
ELCA Global Mission - Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting various COVID-19 emergency
response programs initiated by companion churches around the world.
In Southern Africa, over the past six months:
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Angola
has distributed essential food items and
Personal Protective Equipment to vulnerable
families in several communities in southern
Angola.
The Evangelical Lutheran Development
Service (ELDS) in Malawi is working with
volunteer community change agents to
distribute posters and pamphlets and conduct
door-to-door awareness campaigns to
prevent and control the spread of Covid-19.
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ELDS also facilitated identification and selection of artisans (tailors) in targeted villages to make
masks that meet the WHO/Ministry of Health standards. The training included information on
how to wear and care for cloth masks effectively.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe and the
Ecumenical Church Leaders Forum have distributed
food hampers to vulnerable families and purchased
hospital beds to meet the growing need to
accommodate COVID-19 patients.
Leaders and members of Lutheran churches in the
region appreciate the ongoing companionship of the
ELCA Global Mission and ELCA Companion Synods
and offer their prayers in return.
Thank you for your support and your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.
Yours faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson
ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative - Southern Africa Johannesburg, January 25, 2021
My blog page address is: https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/
Please visit my fundraising page. (Note: This fundraising page is set up for individuals’ gifts only.)
If you are donating on behalf of a congregation or organization, please visit
ELCA.org/MissionaryGiving for online giving.

PADS Update

BYMARIE MCGANN
Redeemer Delivers Dinner to 144 PADS Clients
On Saturday, January 30, Redeemer delivered 144 dinners
to 2 local hotels where Pads clients arecurrently living
during Covid restrictions. Current DuPage Pads regulations
state that meals must be prepared in a commercial kitchen.
Bookhaven Grocery in Burr Ridge provided a chicken, rice
and mixed vegetable dinnerfor a cost of $5.00 per meal.
Redeemer added an orange, bagged the meals and
delivered to clients doors, despite thecold and wintery
conditions. As always, the Pads clients were most thankful!
Thank you to Jay and John Hines-Shah and Kris and Dave
Mahon for delivering the meals. The meal cost was
provided out of the Mission Outreach funds.
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Pr. Katie's Sabbatical Summer
Way back in 2019 Redeemer’s Council voted to grant Pr. Katie a sabbatical for the
summer of 2020. Redeemer won a National Clergy Renewal Grant fully funding our
plans.
When COVID changed all of our plans Pr. Katie and the council decided to postpone
her sabbatical until 2021, a decision the Lilly Foundation supported. While we are still
working out final details, Pr. Katie intends to take her sabbatical
this year and will be gone from the end of May until late
August. Vicar Aneel will be here to manage the day to day
and our own Pr. Linnea Wilson will provide sacramental
support.
We will provide more information in upcoming
emails but rest assured, Redeemer will be well
provided for while Pr. Katie has time to rest and
recharge before returning to us in the fall.
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We Need MoreFaithful Gardeners
All help is welcome to keep our Redeemer
gardens beautiful and welcoming! We work

Upcoming Dates
May 8

June 12

as a group one hour each month MayOctober OR you can garden on your own
schedule.

July 10

Redeemers Faithful Gardeners meet the

August 14

second Saturday of each month.We meet

September 11

from 8-9 am. Meet the third Saturday if we
have a rain out.

October 9
We weed, deadhead, and water. Bring your
own gloves and kneeling pad.
If you cannot make the group work days,
contact Connie Bothen for a space to work
on when you have time.

Quilters March, 2021
Quilters will begin to meet in
person on March 3, 2021 and
Wednesdays 9:00AM-11:30AM.
We will continue protocols from
the fall:
Wear your mask
Social distancing
Sign in for contact tracing
No food allowed but you may
bring your water bottle
We rejoice that we can work
together again.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Celebrations
George Michael Ward III

Jordan Taylor Selcke

George Michael Ward III was baptized at

Jordan Taylor Selcke was baptized on

Redeemer on December 11th. George’s
parents are Lindsay and George Ward
Jr.

Adler Ann Spaniol

November 29th at Redeemer. Jordan’s
parents are Lindsey Taylor and
Benjamin Selcke.

Olivia Leigh Lippold

Adler Ann Spaniol was baptized on

Olivia Leigh Lippold was born on January

January, 2nd at Redeemer. Adler’s

12th. Parents are Allison and Dan Lippold.

parents are Sara and Scott Spaniol.

Proud grandparents are Marge and Craig
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New Members
We welcome new members to Redeemer on Sunday, February 14th at our Zoom
Worship Service!

Jim Krillenberger: Grew up in South Bend,
IN; moved to Hinsdale in 1997 with wife
Debby and we raised two kids here, Ed and
Annie. I’m a Cubs/Wrigley Field fan and
I’ve been to home games at the parks of all
30 MLB teams. I’ve been fortunate to
travel to 49 US states and 27 countries
(including the USA). I enjoy traipsing
through the woods occasionally.

Deborah Kraus:
My husband Stephen and I moved from
Wrigleyville to Hinsdale in 1991. Full disclosure,
I am a crazy cat lady -- though I have only one,
Liebchen. I was baptized, confirmed, and married
in the Lutheran Church following my mother's
Germanic tradition and I am excited to become a
member of Redeemer Lutheran Church. I enjoy
watching several forms of road racing with my
husband - in particular Formula 1, Indy Car and
IMSA Sports Car. My work at the Hinsdale
Humane Society is currently as their
Development Manager, but it also allows me to
engage in my passion for animal welfare. Over
my ten years on staff at HHS, I was able to
incorporate pets into their community outreach
program sharing Therapaws Pet Therapy and the
human/animal bond with those in need.
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Natalie & Case McGee:
We are The McGee Family: Case, Natalie,
and Iris Eloise, who just turned 4 the week of
Christmas. While Iris has spent her entire life
living in Cook and DuPage counties, Case
and Natalie were both born and raised in
Central Illinois. Case grew up at a junkyard, a
business that has been in his family for three
generations, while Natalie grew up on a
family farm in the middle of corn and
soybean fields. Case has spent his career
working at Archer Daniels Midland while
Natalie and Iris spend their days playing,
doing handicrafts, cooking, and making lots
of messes. The McGees have a history with
the Lutheran Church, although their
journeys were a little different. They have
always called St. Peter Lutheran Church in
Emden, Illinois their home church. This is
where Natalie (a cradle Lutheran) was
baptized and confirmed. Case came to be
baptized at St. Peter when he was an adult. In
2001, they were married there. When Iris
was 4 months old, she was baptized in the
same font that her parents were.
We have been welcomed by Redeemer since
our first visit and have spent the pandemic
logging on each week. We look forward to a
time when we can worship again in person.
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Death in the Church Family
Rachel Diana (Cherry) Hudson, 43, of Hinsdale, IL passed away
January 13, 2021 at her home surrounded by her family.
Rachel was born October 10, 1977 to Maureen McMahan and Dr.
James Cherry in DuBois, PA. She grew up in the Squirrel Hill
neighborhood of Pittsburgh, PA and graduated from the Taylor
Allderdice High School in 1996.
Rachel graduated from Colgate University in 2000 with a B.A.
degree in History. She was awarded the Thomas J. Watson
Fellowship which allowed her a year of independent study in
Moscow, Russia. She then attended the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy at Tufts University in Boston. She graduated
from Fletcher with a M.A. degree in International Law and
Diplomacy in 2003.
Rachel began working for Archer Daniels Midland Company in 2003, where she progressed from
financial analyst to VP and Treasurer of ADM and CFO of the Carbohydrates Solutions business
unit. Rachel was fortunate to be able to live and work in many foreign locations during her career,
including Russia, Germany, Switzerland, and Brazil. She was fluent in both Russian and Portuguese.
On July 1, 2006 Rachel married Brian Hudson at Hilton Head, South Carolina. Their daughter,
Grace, was born on October 16, 2010 in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Rachel had many passions. She loved spending time with her family, whether cheering at a soccer
game, cooking fantastic Italian dishes in her kitchen, or experiencing other parts of the world with
her daughter. She loved to travel: to share and absorb new cultures, foods, and experiences. She also
loved her work; she loved the challenges it presented, and the friends she developed along the way.
The Hudson family has been a part of Redeemer since they moved to Hinsdale. Rachel loved
singing during worship and was known to dust off the old LBW (the “Green Book”) and sing along at
the piano. She and Grace especially enjoyed taking part in our LWR school kit project. Rachel and
Brian were proud to guide Grace in learning about communion this year and Grace was one of the
fourth graders who celebrated that milestone on Reformation Day.
Memorials are suggested to the American Cancer Society.
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/rachelhudsonmemorialfund
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The Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

Choose Genuine Curiosity Over Judgment
“The more deeply you understand other people, the more you will appreciate
them, the more reverent you will feel about them.”
-- Stephen R. Covey
Communication is one of the most important life skills we must learn. As infants,
we need to communicate in order to satisfy our basic needs and survive. As adults,
we develop our professions, cultivate relationships, negotiate all manner of
opportunities, transfer information, and so much more – all through the power of
verbal and nonverbal communication. Because there is a great divide in the United
States today, especially over political differences, I hope that we can find ways to
communicate better by approaching conversations with genuine curiosity rather
than judgment.
We often make quick decisions or ‘snap judgments’ about people based upon the
way they talk, their appearance, or even their names. Historically, these were
important to help prevent dangerous encounters with enemy tribes; but those
instinctive (or implicit) biases, in modern times, can get in the way of authentic
communication. In fact, these implicit biases explain some of the problems we
have today with racial inequities, immigration laws, and political differences. “Be
curious, not judgmental” is a wise quote attributed to the nineteenth century poet,
Walt Whitman. This is precisely the mindset we need in order to enjoy deep,
significant conversations (personally, in communities, and nationally) that could
bind and heal our nation rather than divide and destroy it.
In organizing my thoughts for this writing, I wanted to be clear that genuine,
altruistic, curiosity was my focus. The sincere, loving, innocent curiosity of a child
exemplifies what I recommend. The curiosity of an intrusive person or a gossip is
just the opposite. Even well-meaning friends can act like interrogators, especially if
their fix-it egos get in the way. Trust is key to good communication.
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Like a child who listens to learn, a trusted companion listens to understand and to
help where help is needed. People want to be affirmed, understood, validated, and
appreciated - not judged. Where there is unconditional love, there is an
opportunity to be completely known yet completely loved – just as we are.
Unconditional love, one of the beautiful aspects of our relationship with God, is
evidenced through that unmerited and abundant gift of God’s love and favor
which we know and experience as grace.
As God’s hands and feet and voices on earth, humanity can heal and teach and
bring an end to violent political differences by truly listening to people rather than
labeling and negating them. Healthy, civil debate and conversations are achievable
if we choose heartfelt curiosity rather than judgment. Evidence has shown us that
the more deeply we understand others, the more we will appreciate one another.
Since every human is made in God’s image and likeness, each of us deserves the
reverence associated with that fact. The better we get to know one another, the
better we will like one another. If we approach conversations with genuine,
compassionate curiosity rather than judgment, we can help to heal one another
and heal our country in the process.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
“Once you label me you negate me.”
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