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GIFT, GRATITUDE, GRACE

by pastor katie hines-shah
Some of the greatest gifts we ever receive are so large we can’t even see them:
The goodness of creation
Our family and friends
Health and wellbeing
Our talents, skills, and abilities
Our church and faith community
Our very lives
There is nothing we can do to earn such goodness. We can only respond with gratitude and
grace. The early Christian church knew this perhaps better than we do. The people to whom St.
Peter writes in his First Letter were poor and persecuted. Peter himself was in prison in Rome.
To an outside observer things seem pretty bleak, yet Peter encourages his community to
consider themselves gifted. He writes, “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve
one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” 1 Peter 4:10. Peter knows whatever
the early Christian community lacks, they have the most important thing in abundance: the gift
of God’s goodness, grace, and love. Christians throughout time have gathered in community, so
they can share this abundance.
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We are called to do this too.
At this time of year we reflect on all that we have and all that God has given us. We consider a
world so in need of a message of God’s goodness, grace and love. And, like good stewards, we
seek ways to share out of our abundance so all might hear the good news. Our time, our talents,
our treasures, all gifts from God, shared with Redeemer, help our church to fulfill our mission.
Our generosity gifts others just as God has gifted us. On October 31st , Reformation Day, I
invite you to join me in making an annual pledge to the work of the church in gratitude for all
God has given us by grace. When we make a pledge, when we join in the work of Redeemer, we
may just find our lives are shaped in new ways. Our eyes are opened to see, no matter the
hardship we might face, we are a blessed people, able to give God praise and serve the world
God so loves. This too is a gift.
Thanks be to God for such goodness throughout time and place!
Be generous, for God is good!

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received.
-1 Peter 4:10
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FROM THE VICAR'S DESK

by vicar emily erisman
A Time of Stewardship
Entering into a season of stewardship is like entering
into any season of the church. It is full of preparation
and expectations. Yet, stewardship is unique in that it
touches on the heart of what we are called to do as
children of God. When we were first created in God’s
image, we were given a charge to be good stewards of
the creation. To be a steward is to be entrusted with
the protection and care of something. As you discern
what your pledge will be this season, you are
entrusting this church with the task of being a good
steward of your gift.
Upon entering Redeemer I was immediately struck by
the number of flourishing ministries it has. You are a
church focused on worship and the gathering of the
body of Christ. From every reader and usher to the
dedicated altar guild, you are a part of making
worship come alive. I have seen remarkable work done
by the Worship and Music committee to create a place
of sanctuary in worship for all.
You are committed to teaching. This has allowed me
to participate in things like confirmation and the
formation of young faith. I have been delighted by the
dedication of our Sunday School program. Every
Sunday there are kids running to learn about the bible
or grab an instrument for children’s percussion.

The ministries of this church are
not only happening inside the walls.
Mission

Outreach

looks

to

the

needs in our community and in the
world so we can be better stewards
of the creation. The amount of God
filled work happening every week at
Redeemer is unbelievable.
I stand before you on a Sunday
morning as your Vicar because you
have

supported

an

internship

program. To support me in my own
stewardship journey. It is you that
makes this possible. Not a single
light gets turned on or copy gets
made that isn’t supported by your
contributions,

and

by

your

stewardship.
We have been given these gifts in
our lives. We have unimaginable
gratitude for that which these gifts
allow us to do. We receive these
gifts by the grace of God through
the power of the Holy Spirit. We go
out and serve this world as it’s
stewards, living in this knowledge.
Blessings,
Vicar Emily
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

by tyler parks
Re-exploring Faith (and Life), Together
I remember heading into the Fall of 2020 with the hope that we
would be able to resume programming as usual at Redeemer. Yet
due to the continued rise of COVID-19 cases, we made the hard
(but right) decision to adapt every aspect of our programming
and ministry so that children, youth, and senior adults could
continue to connect with each other and their faith, safely.
As we enter into the second half of Fall 2021, it brings me great
joy to know that, though still in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, our congregation has stepped up in ways that have
allowed opportunities for in-person (or hybrid) experiences, as
well

as

renewed

fellowship.

From

Sunday

School,

to

Confirmation, to our Hybrid Adult Forum series, Redeemer has
continued to safely meet together to learn and explore our faith
and life, together.
As you explore these pages of this season's newsletter, it is my
hope that you will be encouraged by the experiences we have
been

able

to

share

together,

and

invited

into

further

participation in the events and activities that are to come here at
Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Respectfully,
Tyler Parks
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Pictures from top to bottom:
- 3 year old - Kindergarten Sunday School Class Room
- Pastor Katie's Hybrid Sabbatical Presentation
- Hybrid Confirmation
- Communion Class
- 3rd Grade Bible Class
- Hybrid Adult Education Forum: Dr. Myles Werntz of Abilene
Christian University on Dietrich Bonhoeffer's thoughts about
Worship and Community
- Redeemer's Pet Blessing
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CONFIRMATION
SCHEDULE
October 13
Law
October 23
Holocaust Memorial Trip
October 27
Judges
November 3
Parent Guide Meeting
November 6
Feed My Starving Children
Service Day
11:30AM – 1:30PM
November 10
Ruth

COMMUNION CLASS

Betty Hines-Shah, Braeden Workman, Harrison Rosland, and Katie Patterson (and their families)
learn together about the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
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OPEN TO ALL CURRENT 8th - 12th GRADE STUDENTS

JULY 24 - 28, 2022
2022 ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
Interested in attending this summer's
National Youth Gathering?
Estimated Cost: $875 per student
Scholarships & Fundraising Available.
Please contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
by October 31!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
GROUP SCHEDULE
October 17
Youth Group @ Redeemer
October 23
Holocaust Memorial Trip
November 7
Youth Group @ Redeemer
November 21
Progressive Fast Food Dinner
December 5
Youth Group @ Redeemer
December 15
Christmas Caroling
December 19
Christmas Party

THIRD GRADE BIBLE CLASS

The Zalik family participated in Redeemer's Third Grade Bible Class on Sunday, September 23 led by
Pastor Katie and Tyler Parks. Pictured are Veronica and Victoria, with parents Kirsten and Len. Victoria
and Veronica were presented with new NRSV Spark Bibles at the 11:00AM service.
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OPEN TO ALL CURRENT 8th - 12th GRADE STUDENTS

REDEEMER'S PET BLESSING
JULY 24 - 28, 2022

Thank you to everyone that contributed and was able to attend
the St. Francis day pet blessing! We had a wonderful worship
service followed by individual pet blessings by Pastor Katie. We
are grateful to the Open Doors grant for funding our event and
providing the opportunity to extend our welcome to the
community. As well as Pet People for providing pet treats. Finally,
it was wonderful to partner with the Hinsdale Humane Society to
support and care for the animals. It is incredible to see everyone
being stewards of creation in the care and love of their pets.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP

by graeme shields
Hello Redeemer!
This season is bringing with it a lot of musical activity. The Festival Choir and Alleluia Ringers have been
sharing their talents in Sunday services since September 12th. In addition to the weekly anthems, they
have also premiered a new liturgy and a bell peal showing off Redeemer’s new split octave of Schulmerich
handbells. The Children’s Percussion Group had its first meeting in September and is off to an excellent
start (I hear the kids had a lot of fun playing our Boomwhackers and Orff instruments). All three of these
groups have room for more members, so if you’d like to sing, ring, and explore, please get it in touch!
Wednesday services are moving back inside to the sanctuary. These services feature texts from Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s writings and will also utilize more congregational participation with opportunities to read
and lead. I’m looking forward to playing more piano for these services and to experience the candlelighting on the communion rails that I’ve heard so much about.

Mid October will feature a 3-church
collaboration between Union Church of
Hinsdale, Grace Episcopal Church, and
Redeemer; we’re going on an *organ
crawl* called Bach Around the Block! On
Sunday October 17th, listeners will
gather at Union Church at 12:30pm to
hear Stephen Uhl play a short program
featuring music by J.S. Bach. Then, the
audience will walk over to Grace
Episcopal, where Andrew Fredel will
share his own short Bach program at
1:00pm. Finally, we’ll all walk over to
Redeemer to hear one last mini-concert
featuring Bach’s music. With folks in
each building for less than 30 minutes, it
should be a safe and fun way to enjoy 3
excellent organs and organists in
Hinsdale!
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP

There are a few big services approaching us in the
coming weeks. Reformation actually falls on a Sunday
this year! This October 31st we’ll be pulling out all the
stops with help from Gargoyle Brass, part of which
will feature the piece Rejouissance by James Curnow.
On All Saints, November 7th, we will enjoy the
Redeemer tradition of lighting candles for that
service. Alleluia Ringers will also be premiering an
aleatoric piece for the reading of the names during
this service.

We will be passing the plate for offering during our
Sunday services again. We recognize that many
people have been giving electronically, and so - in
the spirit of stewardship - we’re extending
opportunities to put something in the basket during
in-person worship. You’ll find envelopes for
donations in the pews again, yes, but you’ll also find
blank paper and pencils. You may wish to offer
prayer requests, hymn suggestions, your willingness
to volunteer, or even drawings (especially from
children). Everyone has something to offer!

Finally, as the first day of fall hit us on September 21st, you may notice in-person or online that our
sanctuary windows are still full of greenery, but there are some seasonal colors smattered across the
bouquets and vines. Right now there are yellows and oranges, but as Reformation approaches, we’ll
transition into red!

That’s all for now, Redeemer. Stay tuned for more,
Graeme
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GIFT, GRATITUDE, AND GRACE

by lanny wilson
In many churches around the country, autumn is a time
of new beginnings and creative planning for the next
season of sharing time, talent, and treasures. Redeemer
has a long tradition of fall stewardship campaigns in
which

'generosity

coaches',

like

innovative

football

coaches, share inspirational messages in hopes of a
winning season. Last year we were inspired by the verse
from Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and tomorrow”. It was marvelous hearing
stories from different generations of Redeemer disciples
as they spoke to the past, present, and future dreams of
our church. We hope that this year’s inspiration, quoted
below, will be equally meaningful. The author of
1 Peter urges us to be good stewards, and recommends
that we serve one another with whatever gift each of us
has received. Christians do this out of gratitude for the
manifold grace of God. Thus, our theme for this year Gift, Gratitude, and Grace.

Vicar Emily, Jim Toomey, Michael Huseth, Mark Rosland,
Linda Carpenter, Chris Rusthoven, Deborah Kraus, and
Wilson.

A

couple

generosity

coaches,

we

want to perform our best for
the

wonderfully

generous

people with whom we pray.
The storytellers of Redeemer

We have an awesome stewardship team: Pastor Katie,

Lanny

As

of

members

are

new

to

stewardship conversations, but several are seasoned
veterans; among us is a camaraderie and commitment to
Redeemer that truly is unmistakable.

have

agreed

stewardship

to

share

messages

in

‘temple talks’ about our theme
this

year:

Gift

(10/10),

Gratitude (10/17), and Grace
(10/24).
Pledge

Commitment
Sunday

is

set

or
for

Reformation Sunday (10/31).

Like good stewards of
the manifold grace of
God, serve one another
with whatever gift each
of you has received.
- 1 Peter 4:10
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GIFT, GRATITUDE, AND GRACE

GIFT is a word that elicits delight in the young and the
old. When we are young, we most likely want to be the

GIFT

receiver of gifts; but as time goes by, we understand how
good it is to be the giver. God is the abundant giver of
everything in our lives. God blesses us with all that we
steward. How much of what God gives us do we need to
keep, and how much will we use to serve one another?
‘We are blessed to be a blessing’. It is from our abundance
of blessings that we are able to abundantly give.
GRATITUDE is honorable to give and to receive. Those
who go through life with an attitude of gratitude are a joy
to be near. They are generous, appreciative, and grateful
for the gifts they easily recognize all around them. People

GRATITUDE

who show gratitude early and often feel happier and
calmer. While bringing goodness into others’ lives, they
also allow goodness to enter theirs. One of the ways that
generous Christians express gratitude is by donating to
their trusted church home. Redeemer stewards our gifts
well, brings us sacrament and song, and helps share our
gifts with neighbors in need.

GRACE

GRACE is God’s divine favor and love, is amazing. Having
been raised in the Roman Catholic tradition, I thought
that our relationship with God was all about what we did
for God in order to win God’s favor. But, during a six hour
road trip from Chicago to Kentucky, my father-in-law and
I had a debate about grace vs. works-righteousness.
Fortunately, for me, he won. One of the many reasons I
love God - more now than before that debate - is because
of the incredible gift of grace. God’s love, expressed in
the precious gift of grace, is not earned. It’s free! Out of
gratitude for God’s many gifts, good stewards of the
manifold grace of God serve one another, and our church,
with whatever gifts each of us has received.
In God’s love,
Lanny
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GIFT, GRATITUDE, AND GRACE

MANY WAYS TO GIVE
Whether you are physically in church on a weekly basis or worshipping virtually from home or something
in between, there are so many ways you can support Redeemer Lutheran Church and its mission with
your offering.
Put your check or cash into your offering envelope and drop it into the offering basket. (New offering
envelopes will be distributed in December. If you need envelopes for the remainder of this year,
contact the church office. Blue and white envelopes are currently available now.)
Mail your offering to the church or drop it in the mailbox on the West side of the building.
Donate electronically. Go to the Redeemer website, click on the Give Online button, and follow the
directions to sign up for an automatic deduction from your checking or savings account, or to
authorize a charge to your credit card. (If you give online using a credit card, consider adding an
amount to offset the 3% credit card fee which Redeemer pays to the credit card company. That way
Redeemer receives the full benefit of your intended gift.) Online giving is a very convenient way to
keep your offerings coming, even if you can’t be at church. Recurring payments ensure that your
pledge is met!
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GIFT, GRATITUDE, AND GRACE

It's possible to support Redeemer and possibly minimize your tax liability by giving in a few
other ways. (Contact your tax advisor for specifics for your situation.)
Give a gift of appreciated stock. This may reduce the amount of tax for capital gains.
Send your IRA required minimum distribution (RMD) to Redeemer. If you have reached 70 ½
in 2019 or earlier, or age 72 you are required to receive an annual RMD from your taxqualified or 457(b) deferred compensation plans, TSA(s) or IRA(s) (excluding Roth IRAs).
Transfer of the RMD to Redeemer generates no taxable income nor a tax deduction. Since
the gift doesn’t count as income, it can reduce your annual income level which may help
lower Medicare premiums and decrease the amount of Social Security that is subject to tax.
You may direct a grant to Redeemer if you participate in a family foundation.
If you own certain Thrivent products, you may be eligible to recommend Redeemer for a
grant through Thrivent Choice Dollars. (Contact your Thrivent agent for more information.)
This is fully paid by Thrivent and has no cost to you.
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GIFT, GRATITUDE, AND GRACE

You can support Redeemer in ways that go above and beyond the budgetary requirements of
the church. The following types of gifts are often used for special purchases the church makes.
For instance, during this past year, memorial gifts were used to purchase cameras and sound
equipment needed for our online services and virtual presentations.
Give a memorial to Redeemer when a loved one passes away.
Give a special donation in honor of a family member or friend. This can be a wonderful
birthday, anniversary, or special occasion gift for the person who has everything or a person
whom you view as special. (A letter will be sent to the honoree, recognizing the gift that has
been made.)
Give to the Redeemer Endowment Fund. This fund is used for special projects outside the
budget. Many mission projects benefit from this fund as does our building committee. Each
year Council approves an amount to be spent from Endowment and approves projects that
will receive these special grants. Only a percentage of the Fund is spent each year. This
ensures that invested funds will support the church far into the future. Some people
designate memorials to the Endowment Fund.
Make a bequest to Redeemer through your will or trust. This can ensure that even when you
are gone, you will still be supporting the ministry of Redeemer.
Thank you for your continuing support of Redeemer through your time, talent, and treasures. If
you have any questions about giving methods, talk to Pastor Katie or to our Financial Secretary
Chris Rusthoven.
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CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

by mary landis
As fall programming begins, the trip to the Holocaust Museum is on Saturday, October 23rd.
This will give context to the Fall Focus Bonhoeffer series. On Sunday, October 17, Dr. Kurt
Hendel will provide information on the Buchenwald camp where Bonhoeffer was killed. Please
sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway to attend this outing or contact Mary Landis at
630-880-1888 or mlandisgs@aol.com for additional information. Carpooling is available.

DuPage United’s Mental Health and Affordable Housing initiatives
are continuing their community work with a trip to 1212 Larkin in
Elgin in October and meetings in Glen Ellyn with village and
community members gaining support for an identified property.

Recycling is important to Redeemer and is
now available on Sundays through the end
of October. Alkaline batteries are the most
popular item to recycle, however square
bread tags, natural cork from wine bottles,
and broken crayons are too! With the help
of SCARCE, Church and Community plans to
offer a community wide opportunity in
Redeemer’s
parking
lot
this
spring.
Interested in making this happen? Please
contact Mary Landis.
Church and Community meets the first
Thursday of each month, join us!
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MISSION OUTREACH

by kris mahon

FALL CLEANING BUCKET BRIGADE: BLESSING BUCKETS and supporting LOVE, INC.
Fill a bucket and help local people who are struggling with financial poverty or spiritual
poverty.
Starting Sunday, October 17th, take home an empty bucket and fill it with the items on
the shopping list found inside. Return the filled bucket to Redeemer by Sunday, October
31st.
The buckets of cleaning supplies will be given to local participants in the Love Inc.
charity system.
“Moving Forward Together" ministry
Thank you for supporting our Mission Partner!
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FALL 2021 FINANCIAL REVIEW

by mike huseth

As Redeemer begins a new fiscal calendar, there are as many questions as
there are answers.
Any time an organization changes its fiscal year there are difficulties
with comparisons and our church is not the outlier. We ended the
January to June fiscal period $78k to the positive compared to $75k
during the same period last year. It is important to note that both of
those were inflated by forgivable government PPP loans of $41k and
$48k, respectively. The Offerings received from the congregation
during the same period decreased by $24k from $300k to $276k and
represented the lowest amount of giving during the January to June
period since 2016. However, through conscientious management by
our staff, Total Expenses decreased by $28k from $232k to $204k.
Not wanting to count on additional PPP loans to
inflate our balance sheets, Redeemer’s Council elected
to place the bulk of our 2020 year end overage into a
restricted account to fund future interns and most of
the 2021 overage into our building fund to cover a
major roof replacement expense.
We budgeted Total Income and Expenses at $620K for
the new fiscal year and it is projected that we will
come in under both of those figures. We are only two
months into the budget year, but, based on historical
data, the forecast shows that we may incur a deficit of
approximately $17K. Historically winter is our
strongest quarter financially. We can still overcome
this setback!

Your pledges and offerings this fall and winter will make the
difference. Through careful budgeting and generous giving
we hope to be able to end this year strong. As Pastor Katie
says, “Be generous, God is good.” Thank you!
Mike Huseth - Treasurer
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REDEEMER FAMILY NEWS

by cindy cimo

James W. Lettsome
Father of Jenny Corcoran & Laura Walther
James Lettsome was born on October 13th, 1930,
in Marseilles, Illinois. He was the third child of
James and Irene Lettsome. Jim enjoyed his
childhood in Marseilles surrounded by his
brothers, his sister and his grandparents who
lived just a short block away from the family
home. He enjoyed sledding in the winter with his
brother Ronnie and eating his mother's
wonderful home cooked Italian food.

Jim graduated from Marseilles High School in
May of 1948. He joined the United States Navy in
January of 1951. He was honorably discharged in
September of 1951 due to medical reasons. Jim
then enrolled at Bradley University in Peoria,
Illinois where he graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Industrial Arts in May of 1956. Jim
then moved to Oak Park, Illinois in September of
that year where he met Muriel at a young adult
group at First Presbyterian Church. They fell
deeply in love and were married on August 27,
1960, at Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest.
Jim became a pharmacy technician and worked
at Muriel’s family's business, Matthei Pharmacy
in Chicago, Ilinois.

Jim and Muriel moved to a home in Oak Brook. They were blessed with two children Jenny and Laura. Jim
also was blessed with two sons-in-law Mike and Mark and two grandchildren Olivia and Madeline. Jim
loved to garden, play harmonica, do home repairs, and clean anything! He loved sweets, especially candy
and drank Coke but never gained any weight! Jim's favorite thing to do was spend time with his wife,
children, grandchildren, and pet poodles. In the last three years, he began to paint with watercolors,
especially enjoying painting nature. Jim leaves a legacy of love and devotion to his wife, children, and
grandchildren. He was a kind, loving man with a wonderful sense of humor who set a great example for
us all.
Pastor Katie presided over the Funeral Service at Hallowell & James on Tuesday, September 21.
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REDEEMER FAMILY NEWS

Adele Wangler
Adele Rose Wangler (nee Johnson), 88,
passed away on September 3rd, 2021, in
Boulder, Colorado.
Adele was born in South Dakota on
October 10th, 1932. She moved at an
early age to her family’s farm in Angola,
Indiana with her parents, the late Carl
Edwin and Eleanor Rose (nee Andrew)
Johnson.
After graduating from Angola High
School in 1951, Adele worked at TriState College in Angola, Indiana where
she met her husband of 64 years,
William Wangler, from New York, New
York. William and Adele married in 1952
and moved to Chicago, Illinois where
Adele
attended
Northwestern
University. She completed her degree in
English literature at IU/PU in Fort
Wayne, Indiana where they resided for
20 years. Adele and William later moved
back to the Chicago area and
subsequently Adele moved to Colorado
when she was widowed in 2016.

Adele loved nature and animals, often advocating for their preservation and protection, especially
around Lake James where she often spent time. It was her time at Lake James that allowed her to stay
connected with her extended Johnson family and close friends from Fort Wayne and Angola. With
church being a large part of her life, she loved singing in the choir, coordinating events and working as
the pastor’s assistant.
Adele was a wonderful and gifted staff member at Redeemer for many years. She traveled extensively
and snow skied in Europe and the Rocky Mountains
Adele is survived by her daughter, Elizabeth Wangler of Boulder, Colorado; granddaughters, Laura
Michalak and Claire Michalak of Colorado; brother, Kenneth Johnson of Kentucky. Adele was preceded
in death by her brother, Billy Johnson of Angola.
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REDEEMER FAMILY NEWS

Welcome Nancy and Doug Wuggazer

Nancy and Doug Wuggazer rejoined Redeemer on
Wednesday, September 15th. They were members
previously from 1971-1978. They had been joining us
virtually this past summer before deciding to
become members once again.
Welcome back Nancy and Doug!

Quilt from 1917
Nancy Wuggazer shared this beautiful hand
stitched quilt with Redeemer’s quilters. It
came from Doug’s grandfather, Pastor
Theodore Wuggazer, in Fraser Michigan.

FAITHFUL GARDENERS

by connie bothen
The Faithful Gardeners will not be meeting as a group in October. Instead, we will weed and deadhead on
their own time. October is the last month the Faithful Gardeners will work in the 2021 season. Redeemer’s
landscape company, Oburrdale will do the fall cleanup in November.
A huge thank you to the following people for their tireless dedication in making the gardens of Redeemer
look tidy and inviting from Spring through Fall:
Steve and Judy Taillie
Bruce Forbush
Tom and Connie Bothen
Pastor Linnea Wilson
Gwen Entsminger
Natalie McGee and daughter Iris
See you in May of 2022!
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REDEEMER FAMILY NEWS

Member Address Updates:
Recently a few Redeemer members have
moved! Please take note of these changes!

Sandy & Leo Ditewig
36 Londonderry
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Stephanie Freels
1177 S. Eldridge Lane
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Amy & Nate Lambrecht
25 Cambridge
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Lesley & Doug McArthur
22 Pine Tree Lane
Burr Ridge, IL 60527

Margaret & Jim Schlegel
200 Village Drive, #226
Downers Grove, IL 60516
Judy & Steve Taillie
865 N. Cass Avenue, #414
Westmont, IL 60559
Nancy & Doug Wuggazer
18 W 164 Belair Court
Darien, IL 60561
nrtdwuggazer@gmail.com
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QUILTER LUNCHEON AT REDEEMER

Fellowship through Quilting
The quilters gathered outside for lunch
and fellowship under Redeemer’s
porte-cochere
on
Wednesday,
September 15th, 2021. They will gather
for another outdoor “bring your own
lunch” on Wednesday, October 20th,
2021 at 11:30am. Hope to see you there!
Please
contact
Connie
Bothen
(ckbothen@aol.com) if you need a ride
or have any questions or if you are
interested in joining the Quliters.

QUILTERS OFF TO COLLEGE

The Redeemer Quilters were delighted to
give two of their very own quilters, Dot
McCarthy and Judy Rosland, a quilt to
celebrate going off to college! Dot McCarthy
donated her quilt to Lutheran World Relief.
Judy Rosland brought her quilt to college
with her. Have a great year Judy and Dot!
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VISION AND MISSION

by sue metzler
The Vision & Mission Committee began with a kick off meeting on September 23rd. Although we
had a small group, it was a great first meeting! We are asking each person to interview at least
one member of the broader community. The purpose of these interviews is to learn more about
our community needs AND to give leaders an opportunity to see Redeemer as an engaged
community congregation. The committee has compiled a list of potential interviewees for the
Vision and Mission participants. Continue reading for more ways to be involved!
This process is going to be very participative. Everyone will have a chance to add their voice to
the work. Watch for ways you can be involved and please participate faithfully when you can.
There will be a kickoff event on October 31st where everyone is invited to come and gain
insight into the process and what to expect.
There will be a day of sharing and listening on November 21st to get input from
congregational participants that will help shape our strategy.
A team of people started going out into the surrounding community to interview leaders
who can share what's happening around us. We hope to learn enough from these people to
find out ways that Redeemer can help make the community more like God wants it to be.
The end product of this work will be a strategic plan for our congregation. It will have a clear
purpose, a set of guiding principles, and key priorities that we believe God is calling for us to
claim and pursue. Then we will gather key leaders for each priority and begin to implement the
things that God is calling us to do.
Please pray for the work ahead and help us discern God’s call in our next chapter of ministry as
a congregation. We hope to see you on October 31st !
Sue Metzler, Church Council President
A little background on Vision and Mission:
In May of 2021, Redeemer was awarded a Fund
for Mission grant from the Metro Chicago
Synod to facilitate a Vision and Mission
project in order to explore how Redeemer
might deepen discipleship and engage with
our community more effectively as we
approach 100 years of ministry in 2022. The
Vision and Mission Steering Committee met
with our consultant, Dave Daubert, over the
summer and early fall to facilitate the process.
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by lanny wilson

Winner or Loser, Which One Will We Be Today?
The 2021 Tokyo Summer Olympics is officially in the history books. Emotional moments grabbed our
hearts. The United States’ popular, artistic gymnast, Simone Biles, considered one of the greatest of all
times, had to withdraw from parts of the competition to focus on her mental health. Some contestants
lost by only fractions of a second. If you count the gold, silver, and bronze medalists, there were 1,020
winners. That means that there were 9,285 losers – certainly the large majority. While happy for the
winners as they stood on podiums to receive their medals, I could not help but think about the majority of
the participants, the losers. They were also winners, even though not celebrated as such, because they
were incredibly gifted to be selected for the Olympic Games in the first place. Olympic athletes are
mostly winners. Win or lose, however, what will happen on the day of the competition; and is it possible,
or even desirable, to weave a win-win philosophy into today’s competitive environment?

There are many paradoxes in life. More than once,
Jesus talked about the last being first and the first
being last. Martin Luther preached that we are both
sinners and saints. Winner or loser, the first or the
last, sinner or saint – which one will we choose to be
today? When I spoke with my prayer buddies about
this paradoxical subject, one of them suggested that
I google the lyrics to the song “Winners and Losers”
for some interesting perspectives. In it, the
songwriter asks the recurrent question, “…which one
will I be today?” As the lines from Ecclesiastes in the
Judeo-Christian Bible say, “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born and a time to die…”. Life is full of
opposites. It is interesting that, in this well-known
quote, loss is addressed in the line “…a time to seek,
and a time to lose”.

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.

- Matthew 20:16
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When Edison sought to invent the light bulb, a reporter allegedly asked him how it felt to fail 1,000 times;
and his reply was “I didn’t fail 1,000 times, the light bulb was an invention with 1,000 steps”. Edison chose
to be a winner. Even though he failed on many attempts, he understood that the secret to success in life
is not giving up. Winner or loser, which one will we choose to be today?
People are born with advantages and disadvantages. That does not mean that the advantaged are
destined to be winners and the disadvantaged are destined to be losers. The opposite is often the case,
especially for those who start every day with a winning attitude. God is champion for all, not just for the
advantaged nor, as some would suggest, the disadvantaged. People of good will help to do God’s work and
spread God’s winning message of love for all. Believers know that God helps everyone, never leaving us in
the midst of our trials. Winner or loser, which one will we help today?

“Are you happy now with all the choices you’ve made? Are there times in life when you know

you should’ve stayed? Will you compromise and then realize the price is too much to pay?

Winners and losers, which one will [we] be today?”

- Song lyrics from “Winners and Losers” by Social Distortion

As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us encourage the winners to be humble and the losers to
be gracious – keeping score only when we must. Winner or Loser, which one will we be today?
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
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