
A D V E N T / C H R I S T M A S / E P I P H A N Y  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

REDEEMER RECORD
The off ic ia l  newsletter  of  Redeemer Lutheran Church 

This December, even if you don’t come to Adult Forum you will most certainly

catch a glimpse of 'How the Grinch Stole Christmas'. You know the story: How an

angry outsider, the Grinch, hates the festivities of the Whos at Christmastime.

Acting as a reverse Santa, the Grinch sneaks into Whoville on Christmas Eve and

takes every tree, stocking, gift, light, even the last can of Whohash! He intends to

destroy the whole lot, only to be surprised by what the Whos do when they

discover all their things gone. His heart, a purported two sizes too small, grows

three sizes that day. In many ways it’s the perfect Christian story about the

Gospel’s power to save and to bring us into community.

Growing Our Heart and Our Community
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH 
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Community is really what our

vision process is all about. A group

of Redeemer leaders has been

working since the summer on

thinking through process and plans.

The Metro Chicago Synod of the

ELCA thought it was so important

that we engage in this process they

agreed to fund our expenses. 

We are so grateful! 

Our goals include building a

mission statement, thinking

through purposes, and making

concrete plans. But our greatest

hope is to build relationships: with

God, with our neighbors, and

especially with each other.

It might surprise you to hear that the

author of How the Grinch Stole

Christmas, Theodore Geisel, aka Dr.

Seuss, was a sort of Grinch himself.

Geisel had reasons: His wife was in

failing health. He was frustrated with

the commercialization of Christmas.

His frustration and anger perhaps hid

the true human need for community,

love, and support.

Coming out of COVID and coming

into our 100th Anniversary year as a

congregation is a perfect time to

enter into a vision process. But it can

be easy to fall into Grinch-like

patterns, we have our reasons. Like

Geisel, we carry our own sorrow and

pain. It can seem like the church is a

lost cause in modern America. It can

seem easier to sit back and critique

rather than enter into the work of

community.

2Redeemer Lutheran Church
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To do so we will have to listen.

Do you remember that part in How the Grinch Stole Christmas? At the last

possible moment, as the sun rises on Christmas Day, just before sending all the

Whos’ Christmas trappings into oblivion off the edge of Mt. Crumpet, the Grinch

stops and listens. He expects to hear cries of anguish but instead hears singing.

And that changes everything.

Can we imagine the same?

As we listen to God, to our neighbors, and to each other, I wonder if we will be as

surprised as the Grinch? We might hear cries of anguish; and maybe we need to

hear that so that we can act. But I also think we might just hear singing. Beyond

the polarization of our times, past the physical distance of COVID, beside us in

our own pain and isolation, together we can create a Renewed Redeemer that

includes everyone, Whos and Grinches alike.

This winter, I hope you will join us in our vision process. We are still welcoming

those who would like to interview community leaders. Join us  this  new year as

we listen to God using  a devotion book of important Biblical texts as well as the

wisdom of our forbears. Finally, come to worship this February as we listen to one

another during the sermon both in person and on-line. Be ready to be surprised,

to have your heart grow, to join in community.

God has great plans for us. There’s a place at the table for everyone. You might

just get asked to carve the roast beast!

                               Pr. Katie Hines-Shah
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  The 
 shepherds 
 returned,

 glorifying and 
praising God for all
 they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told 
them. 

Luke 2:30
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Vicar's Column
BY EMILY ERISMAN

Advent—

We wait for the coming of the newborn
king. We have done so much waiting
lately. Waiting for the leaves to fall.
Waiting for winter to come. Waiting for
the world to open up again. Waiting for
access to the COVID-19 vaccine.
Waiting to be able to see loved ones.
How could we possibly bear to wait
anymore? Especially when what we’re
waiting for may never come. We know
that things do not always turn out the
way we expect or want them to. 

For Adult Forum during Advent, we will
be watching and reading a series about
the Grinch. We can often feel like the
Grinch, isolated and fed up with the
world around us. The Grinch believed
that if he took away all of what the
people in Whoville waited for in
Christmas he would take away
Christmas itself, but he was wrong. “He
hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming.
It came! Somehow or other, it came just
the same!” 

Waiting during Advent is different. It's a
different kind of waiting because we are
waiting for a covenant to be fulfilled. A
promise from God that a Savior will
come, and we will call him: Wonderful,
Counselor and Prince of Peace. This is a
promise worth waiting for. We wait
together in anticipation of the light that
will shine through our darkness.

Christmas—

We watch the Holy family gather. An
unassuming couple travels to
Bethlehem for the census, not unlike
many others on that road. The young
girl is pregnant and soon to give birth.
They find shelter in a stable surrounded
by cattle and chickens. The animals will
not be there only companions as
shepherds come to see the miracle that
has taken place. This isn't a
straightforward or traditional gathering,
but they come just the same.

We no longer take gathering for
granted. As we look to gathering on
Christmas it will be in many forms.
Some of us will come in person, sitting
in the sanctuary to hear the story of the
coming of the Messiah. Others will join
online as witness to all that took place
on this very special night. Yet some will
hear choirs sing quiet songs by
candlelight. No matter the place, space
or time we gather as one in Christ.
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Epiphany—

We wonder about the future. We are afraid to hope that it will be better. We try and
imagine what the future of this community and this world could be. We are not the
first ones to do so. The Wise Men who traveled far and wide in search of the newborn
king did so in hope of a new future. They were guided by a star in the night sky, but
the true light came in the form of Jesus, who would banish darkness from this world.
We must now live in the knowledge that the Prince of Peace has arrived.

What vision do we see for this new world? What vision do we see for our part in it?
Redeemer is in the process of developing this vision. I had the opportunity to be a part
of this process and interview members of our community. My first interview was with
the executive director of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) DuPage. Her
passion for supporting those with mental illness and their families was inspiring. Over
and over again I heard the same story, NAMI saw a need and they worked to fill that
need. When there was darkness, they provided the light to see a different future.

I see Redeemer's work as much the same. This vision process allows us to see what
needs in the community meets the vision and mission of Redeemer. With the
opportunity to wonder we can envision what role we have in the community. What
role we have in the future we are trying to build. We can be a guiding star filled with
the light of our savior, Jesus Christ.

In Peace,

Vicar Emily Erisman
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Christian Education 
BY TYLER PARKS

As we look ahead to the season of Advent I'm constantly reminded that often times

this is a season of paradoxes for me. It always seems that in the weeks leading up to

Christmas, I am simultaneously running around preparing programming and setting

up pieces for the time shortly after the new year while at the same time finding myself

opportunities to reconnect with former students who are making their way back home

for the school holiday break. The paradox of the Advent season is something that I

continue to try to more deeply embrace each year.

In the coming weeks, I invite you and your families to embrace the paradox of the

Advent season. In the midst of the planning, cooking, hosting, and the Christmas

present buying, take that time to reconnect with friends and family. Join us for the

many opportunities and activities to dive deeper into your faith with the Advent

resources you can find in the pages of this newsletter and on our website.

I look forward to  connecting with you this Advent and Christmas season!

  Tyler Parks   
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Our Christmas Pageant will take place in person, with students creating poetry,
dance, and drama as well as playing instruments to the tunes of our favorite
Christmas songs. It's not too late to participate. Join us on Sunday mornings at
9:45AM leading up to our December 12 performance. Please contact Tyler Parks or
Graeme Shields if you have any questions! A schedule and more information can
be found on our website: www.redeemerhinsdale.org/christmas-pageant

Following the Christmas Pageant, Sunday School will be on hiatus until Sunday,
January 9 at 9:45AM. See you all in the new year!

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org/christmas-pageant
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COMMUNION EDUCATION

This year, four of our students (and their families) engaged in the annual
Communion Education series. Participants learned about how the celebration of
communion is meant for everyone and that communion empowers us to do God's
work with our own hands while we serve others. We are so proud of our students:

 Betty Hines-Shah        Katie Patterson        Harrison Rosland    Braeden Workman
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CONFIRMATION

Our Confirmation students continue to
gather in person as they learn about the
Old Testament. They also continue serve
as acolytes and camera operating assistants
during worship, take part in unique service
activities such as Feed My Starving
Children and rake leaves for DuPage
Senior Care. Confirmands have even
participated in congregational wide
learning opportunities such as visiting the
Illinois Holocaust Museum in Skokie,
Illinois. 

To learn more about upcoming
Confirmation classes, events, and activities,
check out our website at
www.redeemerhinsdale.org/confirmation

http://www.redeemerhinsdale.org/confirmation
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Thank you to all the youth and adults that volunteered to rake leaves and help at Feed
My Starving Children. Your efforts are sincerely appreciated by all.

 
 Many thanks!
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Redeemer is always a hive of activity. Together all the groups and committees make
up the beautiful, yet strong fabric of our church.

What's been Happening at Redeemer?

The Nominating 
Committee hard at
work discussing our
next leaders.

 

The Art Acquisition
Committee contemplating

meaningful art for
Redeemer's renewed

spaces.
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On the afternoon of October 23rd, Redeemer members traveled together to visit the
Illinois Holocaust Museum in Skokie, IL. This outing was sponsored in part by Church
and Community Group. 
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Redeemer is planning to attend the 2022 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis,
MN the week of July 24-28. Students in 8th-12th grade are invited to participate in a
week of discipleship, worship, and service. Contact tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org to
begin the registration process. The total cost of this trip will be roughly $850 - $900
per student and scholarships and fundraising is available. 

Please have your $150 deposit confirmed with Tyler by Wednesday, December 22.
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Hello Redeemer!

Once again there is a lot of music to look forward to in the coming season. Before we
enter Advent, we’ll celebrate Christ the King Sunday on November 21st. This will be an
extra special service because it includes congregational singing of the sending hymn,
Lift High the Cross (which I’m told is a Redeemer favorite). What an exciting time!

After Advent begins, we will switch to a new liturgy and reincorporate the lighting of
the Advent candles. Wednesday evening services will also switch to a new liturgy using
Joel Raney’s setting of Christ, Be Our Light! and the practice of Visio Divina with some
of our favorite pieces of visual art.

The Christmas Pageant this year is "Living Word" and involves the creativity and
participation of Redeemer’s children in a big way. On November 7th, they came up
with some choreography, practiced using their gestures and emotions to react to lines
from the Christmas Story, and even wrote poetry together that we’ll be able to
implement into the script. To boot, we’re in the process of learning music for the
pageant using our percussion instruments. It should be a treat to experience on
December 12th at the 11:00am service.

We enjoyed working with Gargoyle Brass so much for Reformation, we’re inviting
them back for our “Lessons & Carols” service on December 19th at 10:00am. This
single service will be filled with special music based on tunes we’re all familiar with.
Christmas Eve this year will include four service times: 3pm, 5pm, 7pm, and 11pm. We
expect the two earliest services will be the most family-friendly, the 7pm service will
include Festival Choir, and the 11pm service will involve soloists. Christmas Day will
be a single 10am service, as will the first and second Sundays of Christmas, December
26th and January 2nd. 

Finally, plans are underway for RIC Celebration Sunday on January 30th. 
More information will be available as we get closer to the date.

That’s all for now, Redeemer.

Stay tuned for more,

      Graeme Shields
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Worship and Music 
BY GRAEME SHIELDS
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS 
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Small Things Recycling a Success!

Thank you to all who have participated
in the “small things” recycling program.
We collected 100+ pounds of alkaline
batteries, lots of corks, and the bags for
outdated/unused medications were a big
hit! Keep saving items as we will have
collection the first Sunday of each
month. Our next collection is on
Sunday, December 5th. Focus on those
holiday lights which don’t work.
SCARCE takes those for the wire inside.
We will take lights through February. 

A group is forming to plan a community
wide recycling event in the Spring. A
December 1st ZOOM planning meeting
will be held. Contact Mary Landis to be
a part of this effort. 630-880-1888
mlandisgs@aol.com

Affordable Housing Update:

With the effort and support of DuPage
United, there is a contract on property
in Glen Ellyn on Roosevelt for an
affordable/supportive housing complex!
This has been a triumph of
perseverance and planning.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church Fall 2021

After the doom and gloom of the last report, the first quarter of our new fiscal year
ended on a high note. Compared to 2020, we had an very strong September.
July/August of 2021 were 51% lower than in 2020. However, due to the beneficence of
two families, a $19k deficit turned into a $50k surplus for the June to September
period. Much of this surplus is also due to the continued perseverance of holding the
line on expenses. We are currently $28k below last year’s expenses and $31k under
budget for the first quarter. We also recently received preliminary information that
the $58k PPP governmental loan for this year will be forgiven, as was last years $67k
loan. The forgivable loan for 2021 included $17k that was booked in July to reduce
payroll expenses for the first quarter. 

2021-22 First Quarter Financial Summary:

The truncated fiscal period ending June 30 showed our Total Income was $25k lower
than the same six-month period in 2020. Thankfully our expenses were down $28k.
This afforded the Church a $78k surplus. It was shortly thereafter that the Property
Committee found the church roof was in desperate need of approximately $80k in
repairs. This is another example of how the Lord provides in times of need. During
the 2021 Stewardship campaign, we've heard from fellow parishioners how blessed we
are to live in a community of believers that are willing to share in many ways. The
programs we fund to provide for the benefit of others and to keep the lights on, would
not be possible if it weren't for such dedicated and loving supporters of Redeemer. As
Treasurer, I would like to thank you for your gifts, time, and talents you provide.

   Mike Huseth
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Finance Update
BY MIKE HUSETH

The heart of the giver makes 
the gift dear and precious. 

 
                           – Martin Luther
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Meetings in September: 

We held 4 weekly meetings via Zoom (September 8, 15, 22, and 30). During these
meetings, the Bible verse and themes were selected. We elected to follow a similar
format, as in the past, asking different Redeemer members to share stories and
insights about each of the words in the theme – Gift, Gratitude, and Grace.
Fortunately, 3 of the first 4 ‘asks’ said yes.

The timeline was set-out for the three temple talks, corresponding mailings, and
culminating on pledge Sunday, October 31. Jim Toomey was asked to share his artistic
talents with Redeemer again this year, and he designed the beautiful artwork below to
highlight our 2021 stewardship theme.
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The Stewardship Process: 2021 Recap
BY LANNY WILSON

Committee Members/Generosity Coaches: 

Pastor Katie Hines-Shah, Vicar Emily
Erisman, Jim Toomey, Mike Huseth, Mark
Rosland, Linda Carpenter, Chris Rusthoven,
Deborah Kraus, and Lanny Wilson serving
as Chair.

The Theme: 

This year we chose the theme Gift,
Gratitude, and Grace, drawn from the
scripture: “Like good stewards of the
manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has
received.” – 1 Peter 4:10
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Three postcards mailed, each focusing on a different component of this year’s
theme; but they would also include the names of those Redeemer storytellers who
would give the upcoming Temple Talks with a hint about what they might say.
The Stewardship 2021 Redeemer Record, posted on October 12th, contained many
stewardship reports, for example: Pastor Katie’s stewardship message about Gift,
Gratitude, and Grace; Vicar Emily’s A Time of Stewardship; a message from Lanny
(for the Stewardship Committee); Information (Facts and Questions) about such
things as Where does Redeemer’s Budget go?; the annual stairstep weekly pledging
chart where people were encouraged to find their step on the chart of weekly
giving, based on last year’s pledge, and try to take a step up; along with the
Treasurer’s Fall 2021 Financial Review
Pastor Katie’s informative and inspirational letter with the pledge card which was
received during the last week of October in preparation for pledge Sunday.

Deborah Kraus gave Redeemer the GIFT of her reflections on October 10th
Our team was grateful that Rick and Marcelle Vogel spoke about GRATITUDE on
October 17th
Camille Pryber graced Redeemer with her message about GRACE on October 24th
Pledge/Commitment Sunday was on Reformation Sunday, October 31st.

The Communication Schedule:

The October Schedule:

In Conclusion: 

This ministry report is being submitted before the number of pledges and the
quantities of the pledges have been tallied. However, we know that our stewardship
ministry team really tried our best. We also know that Redeemer is a church of
generous Christians. Therefore, we trust in the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, and
are confident that this year’s stewardship campaign will help Redeemer meet its
financial needs once again.

Respectfully submitted,

    Lanny F. Wilson

22Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Redeemer’s Prayer Chain and Prayers of the People

Prayer is a central part of Redeemer’s worship, our daily lives, and caring for others.
Redeemer’s prayer chain ministry provides for our community through prayer.
Individual prayer requests are shared with volunteers who pray as needed. The special
prayers we receive weekly from members are shared during Sunday’s worship
services and will also be shared with those members on the prayer chain. Please call
the church office if you have a prayer request.

If you would like to support our congregation in prayer, please consider joining the
prayer chain. Contact the church office (630-323-5530 or email
office@redeemerhinsdale.org) to get connected. Ann Doege is the main contact for
the prayer chain.
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2022 Offering Envelopes

Offering envelopes will be available at Redeemer beginning Sunday, December 12th.
Please pick up your offering envelopes from the table in the Narthex. Members who
give electronically and/or have a 500 envelope number will not receive paper
envelopes. You may always use one the blue and white envelopes found in the pews. If
you would like envelopes in addition to electronic giving, please contact the church
office and we will be happy to provide you with a box of envelopes.

Thank you for your continued support of Redeemer through your gifts and gratitude.

Please turn in your Pledge Cards!

There is still time to turn in your pledge cards! Pledge cards were mailed out and can
also be found in the pews. Alternatively, you may email your pledge to
pledge@redeemerhinsdale.org, mail your pledge card or drop it off in the church
office. Be generous, God is good!

Thank you to Deborah Kraus, Rick & Marcelle Vogel, and Camille Pryber for sharing
stories of your gift, gratitude, and grace!
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Redeemer Giving Tree 2021

Redeemer continues to support our mission partners Holy  Family 
School and Hinsdale Community Services again this season!

Holy Family School has provided us with 40 third and fourth 
grade names. Instead of gifts, Holy Family would like each 
student to receive a $25 Target gift card.

HCS has provided us with 60 senior names. They asked 
for gifts or gift cards with a  value limit of $40. The seniors will 
drive through Redeemer Thursday, December 16th  to receive their 
gift and cookies provided by the Hinsdale Methodist Church.

Use the Sign-Up Genius link below to sign up to provide gifts cards for the Holy
Family students. The HCS Senior giving tree is set up in the hallway, please stop by
and take one or more! Let your friends know of the great need in our community.

Please send or drop off all gifts/gift cards to Redeemer by December 12th, at 12 noon.

Thank you, Mission Outreach                              

                                                                   GIVING TREE SIGN UP

Mission Outreach 
BY MARIE MCGANN

Fall Bucket Brigade!

Mission Outreach also wants to
thank all who participated in the
Fall Cleaning Supplies Drive with
our Mission Partner, LOVE Inc. As
we know, cleaning supplies can be
costly and our efforts will help
needy families with a clean and
healthy home environment. 

Thank you!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4cacaa2ba64-giving2
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February 2021—First in-person services limited to 25 attendees with a reservation
and sign in.
Summer 2021—Outdoor Wednesday services and fellowship with singing and
optional masking.
Summer 2021—10AM hybrid service with masks and larger capacity up to 60
attendees.
September 2021—Illinois mask mandate back in place for all indoor gatherings. All
services, 8:30, 11:00 and Wednesday evenings are masked and sign in required (for
contact tracing).
November 21, 2021—Redeemer will allow masked congregational singing for the
sending hymn. This will be treated as more of a postlude and there will be ample
time to leave the sanctuary for those who feel less comfortable.

As we entered 2021, and the second year of the pandemic, the committee continued to
meet virtually every other month to monitor and/or change current guidelines and
make adjustments. We followed the plan we implemented in 2020, along with the
Governor’s Restore Illinois Plan.

Highlights of the year included:

Illinois is currently in Phase 5 with masking indoors.

The committee will meet December 7th to discuss any questions/concerns brought up
in the Annual Meeting which takes place November 21st.
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Reopening Redeemer Task Force
BY KRIS MAHON & CONNIE BOTHEN

Current Committee Members: Pr. Katie Hines-Shah, Vicar Emily Erisman,
Sue Metzler, Kris Mahon, Connie Bothen, Leonard Zalik, and Trish Rosland
 
Past Committee Members: Vicar Aneel Trivedi, Ron Lindberg, Lisa Graeb
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Vision and Mission: Redeemer's 100th
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

Redeemer’s Vision and Mission Steering Committee has been refining our process
and getting ready to welcome you to take part this winter. We are so excited to be at
this stage in our planning!

Using the Greatest Commandment as our guideline: "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and soul and might….and you shall love your neighbor as
yourself." (Matthew 33:37-39), we are developing our vision through listening to God,
to our neighbors, and to ourselves. Our goal in our listening is less to acquire
information and more to grow relationships. Read on to discover what's happening at
each of these steps. 
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Listening to God – We listen to God 
through scripture, prayer, and through the work of previous generations of faithful
Redeemer members. This winter we hope to produce a devotion book to be used in
small groups and committees to consider how God has worked in our community
previously and where God might be calling us as we move into the future. This will be
especially helpful information as Redeemer is approaching 100 years of ministry.
How will Redeemer serve going forward?

Listening to Each Other – Rebuilding relationships with current members long
separated due to COVID and helping new members find their place in the broader
community is a priority. We hope to engage as many Redeemer members as possible
by offering conversation time during the course of regular Sunday services as part of
the sermon. We wish to learn more about our communities' assets, needs, and wows
through this process.

Once all these parts are completed we plan to have a Festive Gathering Day where we
can all work together to share insights and also to discern patterns in our broader
community from the information we have collected in the interviews.

This process is going very well yet we have a lot of work to do. Despite that, we are so
enthusiastic about our next steps and what they may reveal. We hope you will join us
on this journey as we imagine together what Redeemer might become! 

If you have any questions about the process or are interested in participating, please
talk to any of the committee members: Susie Metzler, Steve Patterson, Kris Mahon,
Camille Pryber, Will Swenson, Sarah McCabe, and Tom Malkoski.
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Listening to Our Neighbor – We started 
this process this past fall making by  a list of 
area leaders and also recruiting and training Redeemer 
members to serve as interviewers. We asked simple, open  ended
questions with the goal of knowing more about our immediate areas
assets and needs as well as learning about other local leaders we
should consider interviewing. So far we have completed 16
interviews! The process has been unexpectedly fruitful.  People 
really like talking with us and see Redeemer as an 
especially open and helpful community.
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Setting the Altar
BY CINDY CIMO

Poinsettias for Christmas!

Redeemer is beautifying the sanctuary again
this advent season with poinsettias from
Jane’s Blue Iris. If you would like to
purchase/donate toward our Christmas
poinsettias, please email Cindy in the church
office at: 
office@redeemerhinsdale.org. 

Small poinsettias are available for $20.50
and large poinsettias are $36. They will be
displayed in the chancel beginning Sunday,
December 19th and can be picked up after
the 11:00pm Christmas Eve worship service.

Please let us know by December 1st if you
want to donate. Thank you!

Altar Flowers

Please consider donating altar flowers to Redeemer. Altar flowers can be donated in
honor of someone or to celebrate a special occasion. Sign up to donate flowers on the
bulletin board in the main hallway at church. The cost for Redeemer to order the
flowers for you is $100. Call Cindy in the church office (630-323-5530) or email
(office@redeemerhinsdale.org) if you have questions.

Thank you!
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All Saint's Sunday

On Sunday, November 7th, Redeemer honored all the Saint's past and present:

Baptized in Christ               Confirmed in Christ                  Saints with Christ

Cassandra Davis                      Michael Howell                        Dorothy Cursio
Charlotte Lindberg                 Harrison Hughes                      Elaine Graunke
Olivia Lippold                          Jacob Hunter                            Rachel Hudson
Madelyn Parks                         Michael Temple                       James Lettsome
Jordan Selcke                                                                               Gerald Martoglio
Adler Spaniol                                                                               Rosamond Testa
George Ward III                                                                          Adele Wangler

Clockwise from top: 

Candle Altar 
DuPage County COVID-19 Memorial 
Redeemer Saint's Altar 
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Sunday, November 21st at 9:45AM

The Annual Meeting is Sunday, November 21st at
9:45AM in person in the Fellowship Hall or on Zoom.
Business includes: election of new Nominating
Committee Members, our membership in DuPage
United, and the introduction of our Vision and Mission
Process as we approach our 100th Anniversary.

Quilter's Corner
BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Quilts for Sale on Sunday December 5th

Redeemer Quilters will display Christmas quilts and a variety of other quilts on
December 5th for your gift giving needs. All quilts are now priced at $40.00.

Two special quilts will be sold by silent auction December 3-10. Minimum bid will be
$40.00. These two quilts are pictured below and will be on display in the Redeemer
hallway. Stop by or call the office to place a bid. The winners will be notified on
December 11th.

All funds are used for fabric and batting. Thanks for supporting quilts for Lutheran
World Relief!

Annual Meeting

We'll be voting on three new Nominating Committee Members at the annual meeting:
Deborah Boling, Paula Hillier, and Pat Quast. If approved, their two year term will
commence on January 1, 2022. Tom Coleman, Bill McCarthy, and Paul Seppanen
have one year remaining to serve.

Please plan on joining us!
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Lutheran World Relief Quilt Drop Off!

Thank you to everyone who helped with the quilt drop off on October 22nd. Bruce
Forbush, Jay Hines-Shah, Joan Rosland, and Linnea Wilson dropped off 19 boxes of
quilts at the Church of the Brethren. Salvador Campero (pictured below) helped the
process flow smoothly.  These quilts will now be distributed around the world! 

Thank you also to the dedicated Quilters Group who lovingly sew these quilts. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR BROADWAY IN CHICAGO!

Sunday, February 27, 2020  2:00PM

Redeemer's Women's Connection is inviting all to a special day of fun and fellowship
to see the rescheduled and limited production of the musical "Come From Away" at
the Cadillac Theatre Palace in Chicago. The Tony Award winning play depicts the true
story of a small town in Newfoundland, Canada that welcomed 7,000 stranded
passengers as a result of the terrorist attacks on 9-11-01. We have plenty of tickets on
hand, please let us know if you would like to attend. 
Call or email Kathy Selcke at 630-9171235 ksselcke@ameritech.net

More info will be available as we get closer to the event. Consider attending this event
as we hopefully usher in a new year that is less stressful. Thank you

Women's Connection
BY KATHY SELCKE

mailto:ksselcke@ameritech.net
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Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

Thanksgiving and Gratitude

Our American Thanksgiving is possibly
my favorite holiday. Although dating
back to the Pilgrims’ New World harvest
in 1621, it was not observed annually
until 1863, when President Abraham
Lincoln declared it a national day of
“Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
Heavens”. Those of us who are fortunate
enough to celebrate, focus on giving
thanks with family and friends, sharing
a meal, and telling stories. Giving thanks
can help heal our bodies, minds, and
spirits while evoking more things for
which we are grateful. 

Ever since moving to the Chicago-area
well over 50 years ago, I have loved
returning to Fancy Farm, Kentucky for
our family’s Thanksgiving Day feast.
When Mom and Dad were living, their
immediate family grew to well over 75.
Due to many competing family
obligations, everyone could not gather
each year; but for those of us who could
gather, it was a spiritual experience. The
Holy Spirit was among us as we held
hands, weaving around two rooms in
their home, to give thanks and to pray. 

In that family circle, everyone over the
age of two would say something they
were thankful. The answer “family” was
heard most often. Although a few of us
were ‘a bit wordy’ (one might observe),
God, friends, good health, and jobs
rounded out the top five reasons we
wished to show gratitude. 

“Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift.” 

                   - 2 Corinthians 9:15

The gatherings are much smaller now,
as the seven siblings have divided into
their smaller family units; but the
memories remain large, and the
presence of God through the Holy
Spirit, which surpasses all
understanding, remains with us to
guide and to protect.
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Gratitude–the quality of being thankful, a
readiness to show appreciation and to
return kindness–has been my companion
thought lately. Chairing this year’s
stewardship program at Redeemer
allowed me to be an intimate part of the
process as we chose our theme for the
giving campaign: Gift, Gratitude, and
Grace. We based it on the Bible verse 
1 Peter 4:10: “Like good stewards of the
manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift you have received.”
God’s manifold and indescribable gift of
grace can be celebrated every day of our
lives, not just at Thanksgiving. With this
message, planted like seeds in our Church
and nurtured with stories from our
members, our work is done. 

We now trust that God will take it from
here to help our church meet its
financial goals. At a retreat I attend with
a couple of my brothers and several of
our friends every year, the theme of
gratitude was also highlighted. We were
asked to contemplate the ways that
God, our Loving Creator, is constantly
at work. Life, breath, food, shelter,
clothing, family, friends, nature’s
colors, sunrises, sunsets, the moon, and
the stars are just a sampling of God’s
gifts. When we ponder all of these and
how abundantly we have been blessed,
we know that there is no way to repay
God, but fortunately, God does not
expect repayment. However, we can
respond with sincere gratitude in the
hope that this simple act pleases God. 

In the words of Thomas Merton, “…I
believe that the desire to please [God]
does in fact please [God]. And I hope
that I have that desire in all that I am
doing”. Amen

In God’s love,

     Lanny F. Wilson

“Do not worry about anything,
but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be 
made known to God.” 

 
- Philippians 4:6
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Christmas Schedule of Services
 

Use the sign up genius link below for Christmas Eve ONLY.

Christmas Eve Worship: 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, and 11:00pm
Christmas Day Worship: 10:00am
Sunday, December 26 Worship: 10:00am
Sunday, January 2 Worship: 10:00am

Christmas Eve 
Sign-Up Link

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC2BABFDC34-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC2BABFDC34-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC2BABFDC34-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC2BABFDC34-christmas

