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Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

Six days you shall labor and do all your work.

But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord

your God; you shall not do any work….For in

six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the

sea, and all that is in them, but rested the

seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the

Sabbath day and consecrated it. 

                                                          

 Exodus 20:8-11                                                 

a                                                                               

I’ve lived in the greater Chicago area most

of my life, but only last Saturday did I

“achieve” an important milestone: I got

caught speeding on Lake Shore Drive.
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Sirens and Cinnamon
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH 

I was heading into Hyde Park to buy cinnamon rolls from my favorite bakery. Naturally it

was early – only about 8AM – a really good time to drive into the city on a Saturday.

There was no traffic all along the Eisenhower and when I got to Lake Shore Drive I was

still going 60 miles per hour, which was unfortunate since the speed limit on most of LSD

is just 45. 

"Everyone was speeding that morning...
                                       and it seemed to me like a metaphor." 
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God explains in great detail the

reasons for the Third Commandment

– it’s the wordiest of the

commandments, and yet we still

struggle to follow it. 

You see, we’ve all been speeding for a

long time.

Perhaps you noticed this when

COVID first started. 

For many people, life before COVID

had become a constant juggling of

activities, commitments, and

obligations. Folks were constantly

exhausted. And then COVID hit.

With shelter at home orders

implemented, working remotely

becoming the norm, and school

streamlined. Business travel and

activities were canceled, and life got

a lot simpler. Commutes were

suspended. Dinner was homemade.

Folks had nowhere else to be on

Sunday morning and could worship

together – even if it was over Zoom.

And some people found themselves a

lot happier with this new and slower

pace of life. 

The police officer that pulled me

over was forthright and professional.

I had my registration and insurance

card. It was a pretty painless

interaction, even though he gave me

a ticket. As I merged back onto the

Drive, the officer was already out

with his flashers on. Sure enough, he

had someone else pulled over before

I even got to the next exit.

Everyone was speeding that

morning. And it seemed to me like a

metaphor.

When the Hebrew people escape

slavery in Egypt, the first thing God

does is give them the Ten

Commandments. Theologian Walter

Bruggeman calls these “instructions

for being free.” It isn’t easy to be

free and takes practice to balance

privilege with responsibility. Part of

that balance is learning how to rest.
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Coming out of COVID it seems like a

good time to slow down and follow

the Third Commandment. Now is a

good time to recommit to taking a

Sabbath to the Lord and reset our

expectations and to reconsider our

activities. It isn’t just a question of

choosing what is fun and easy–God

sometimes calls us to challenging and

difficult tasks. But Sabbath, properly

observed, is also a healthy call to a

better life – after all, Jesus promises,

“My yoke is easy and my burden is

light.” Matthew 11:30

This summer I hope you will join me

in taking a holy rest. While I will be

on sabbatical and won’t be physically

at Redeemer, I will be with you

spiritually, praying for you and with

you. Let us commit to Sabbath this

summer, worshipping, resting, and

reveling in God’s creation. Let's

remember the privilege and

responsibility of being free, and then,

and only then, get back on life’s road.

May we return to normal a little wiser,

a little safer, and perhaps a bit slower

than we lived our lives before.

Thanks be to God,

 

Reverend Katie Hines-Shah
 

For others COVID exacerbated an

already frantic pace of life. Front line

workers, parents of school aged

children, and those in leadership

were busier than ever. Town mayors,

school administrators, police

sergeants and pastors were often

overwhelmed by the sheer number of

decisions that needed to be made and

the ramifications of getting them

right. The new responsibilities

COVID foisted on us made busy lives

unsustainable.

COVID has made it clear –our

restless old way of life needs to

change.

As the police officer handed me my

ticket on Saturday he said, “Now slow

down.” 

It seems like good advice.
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As we embark on a summer of change

and movement forward toward

something new, I have found some

comfort in the cycle and pattern of the

liturgy. God promises that when we

gather, we will encounter the risen Christ,

and then we are sent out, transformed by

God in love for the world. 

I am excited to be a part of the many

ways that God is sending Redeemer out

into the world this summer. We will miss

Pastor Katie during her sabbatical, and we

too will take time to rest and recharge,

but God’s work goes on at Redeemer.

Redeemer will continue to be a place of

radical love for one another, a place

centered in worship and a place of

pastoral care, weddings, funerals, and

baptisms. A place where God’s children

gather together each week and are sent

out together. 

Go in Peace!

          Vicar Aneel
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR ANEEL TRIVEDI 

Greetings, friends!

One of my goals for this year of learning

with you at Redeemer was to experience

and more deeply understand the

Lutheran liturgy. Each time we gather

together, the pattern of worship

concludes with a sending, which I

previously understood as a liturgical

version of Semisonic’s 1998 song Closing

Time - "You don’t have to go home, but

you can’t stay here". Go in peace, the

service is over. 

But leaning into the liturgy and our

Baptismal vocation, I've enjoyed

considering what it means to be sent out

each week as the unified body of Christ

in love for the world.
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Quilted Community: 
Our Summer Sabbatical Project 

Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty

of unity in your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations

with many languages, a united people that delights in many gifts.
                                                                        - Evangelical Lutheran Worship – Prayer of the Nation p. 77

Choose a fabric square and turn it in

to the quilter’s box.

Fill out the Quilted Community Story

Sheet.

Turn in your Quilted Community

Story Sheet to the tray under the

bulletin board (with a photo attached).

Redeemer is a congregation blessed with

members of all shapes and sizes, ages and

experiences, hopes and dreams. When

we come together in the name of Jesus to

worship, pray, and serve we are

something beautiful to behold.

To help us visualize this mystery of faith,

this summer Redeemer is making a quilt.

There will be the cross at the center

surrounded by individual squares chosen

by the people of Redeemer. Here’s how

you can take part:

1.

2.

3.

That’s it! The completed quilt will be on

display this fall!

See More Details on 

the Next Page!

Since not all of us can sew, or even know what makes good quilting fabric, Redeemer’s

Quilters are making it easy for you! Come by Redeemer between May 23rd and July

4th to pick out a fabric square (we have many patterns in coordinating colors). This

fabric piece will represent you in the quilt. Place the square in the “chosen squares” box

located under the Quilted Community Bulletin Board.
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More Details:

Next, fill out a Quilted Community Story Sheet.

Blank forms are available on the table under the

Quilted Community Bulletin Board. This is

your opportunity to share a little about yourself

with the greater community. Using the quilting

metaphor, the form asks four simple questions.

Answer them, attach a picture of yourself, and

turn it into the “Completed Quilted

Community Story Sheet” box. We’ll gather

these into a binder to be displayed with our

quilt.

Finally, encourage others to join in the project.

We hope to collect 100 squares and stories

before Pr. Katie returns from sabbatical in late

August.

FAQs

 
How many fabric squares / stories are you looking for? We are hoping to collect 100

squares and stories but may be able to work with more or fewer depending on how many

people participate.

Does each family do one or can we turn in multiple squares? Each person can turn in

one set – but if your family would like to work together that is okay too.

Can children participate? You bet! We picked out fabric that is sure to appeal to kids.

You can help your kids fill out a Story Sheet.

Do you have to be a member to participate? No! Anyone with a Redeemer connection is

welcome to take part.

Can I contribute my own fabric rather than use one of the church’s squares? The fabric

we pre-purchased will most easily coordinate with the quilt. If you have something

particular you would like to donate please consult with a quilter. We are looking for

cotton quilting fabric at least 5 inches square.

Wow this is such a neat project! Can I help? We’d love to have your help on this or any

quilting project. Please contact Joan Rosland or Sue Murphy to learn more about the

congregational quilt or join Redeemer’s LWR Quilters any Wednesday 9am thru Noon.



In case you haven't heard...

Redeemer hired Graeme Shields as our new Director of Music and Worship. We welcomed
Graeme on April 27th. You have no doubt seen and heard his organ skills if you have attended
in person worship or participated in Redeemer's online worship recently. Read on to learn
more about Graeme, his family, and future vision for Music Ministry at Redeemer. 

Special note from Music Search Committee Chair, Will Swenson:

Thank you for following along with us on our journey for Redeemer's next Director of Music
and Worship. The Committee could feel your thoughts and prayers as we interviewed,
Zoomed, and deliberated over candidates. With your help and God's guiding hand we
succeeded! I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Committee members who were so
generous with their time and so thoughtful in our discussions. 

Pr. Katie Hines-Shah, Candy Hamilton, Ron Lindberg, Chris Rusthoven, 
Pr. Linnea Wilson, and Crystal Workman

 
Thank you to Mitchell Lee and Scott Spaniol for their help at the beginning of the process. 

 
Thank you all!  

Will Swenson
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Meet Our New Director of Music and Worship
BY GRAEME SHIELDS

Hello Redeemer Family!

 

I've been enjoying my time here and

appreciate such a warm welcome: I feel

more and more at home each day. It's

almost been one month since I began

and I'm still uncovering a treasure trove

of instruments, scores of beautiful

music, and more and more wonderful

congregation members. I feel that I'm

beginning to get to know many of you

better, so let me open up myself to you.

Some of you may have seen my bio

from the weekly updates last month, so

you may know that I have two degrees

in composition and music theory. I love

composing, and I hope to do a lot of it

for this congregation. You may also

know that, although I don’t have any

official degrees in organ performance, I

have made a drastic shift over the past

few years to dedicating more and more

of my time to the king of instruments. 

As a composer, I'm deeply invested in

the music that's being written *today*

and as a result have given dozens of

world premieres of organ music all over

North America. I'm excited to share that

joy with all of you and would love to see

the spirit of innovation extend to our

ensembles and congregation.

I also love teaching. I come from a family

of teachers and have experience adjuncting

college courses about music theory and

history as well as working with students

ranging from 5-year-olds to seniors, first-

time music readers to experienced

musicians. I see a lot of fun ways this can

translate to working with the Children’s

Choir, pipe organ education, and so many

other facets of the music programs at

Redeemer. For those of you who have

already seen this side of me, you know that

I will jump at the opportunity to offer

guidance.
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Finally, I did not come to the Chicago area

alone. I came with my wife, Gaby, who I

met and became best friends with in 2010

and married in 2018. We also have two

pets: Nora is a 5-year-old lionhead bunny

who is eternally grumpy and ever fluffy.

Nellie is a puppy we picked up in March

2020 at a shelter just before Ohio’s first

lockdown. Nellie especially was a true gift

in those first few months of the pandemic

as Gaby and I both worked and studied

entirely from home. As a result, Nellie

knows many tricks and loves to show them

off. I hope to introduce all three family

members to you as my time here goes on.

My head is swimming with ideas for

how our congregation can participate

with and activate others musically this

summer and upcoming liturgical year.

Aside from starting up all the ensembles

again, I look forward to what I will call

“cross-pollination” between groups. I

want to encourage collaboration and

inspiration from one another when we

can, including this summer. 

I, a young (and

perhaps naive)

music director,

see many eager

volunteers ready

to beat drums,

ring bells, strum

guitars, and raise

their voices after

a long silence.

I also look forward to continuing

Redeemer’s tradition of performing a

cantata and pageant in the winter. I look

forward to bringing in guests and

friends to play in our concert series and

services. Most of all, I’m looking

forward to making music with you all!

Musically Yours,

Graeme Shields
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I’m happy to report that Festival Choir will be meeting once

each month over the summer for outdoor rehearsals! Mark your

calendars because we’ll be meeting on Wednesdays June 23rd,

July 14th, and August 4th at 7:30PM (after the Wednesday night

outdoor service). We’re always looking for more members, so if

you’ve ever been tempted to join then one of these rehearsals

would be the perfect time!

Both vocalists and instrumentalists (Praise Band and Alleluia

Ringers, I’ll be looking at you!) who are interested in

contributing to the musical forces at the Sunday and

Wednesday services over the summer will have chances to sign

up in the coming weeks. Look for more information in your

weekly Redeemer updates!

VBS is around the corner (June 14-18)

and I’ll be working with the kids on

two songs for them to learn over the

week. I would love to see some

members from the Children’s Choir

there alongside the kids who are new

to Redeemer. Since I haven’t yet had

the pleasure of working with the

Children’s Choir, I’ll be sending out

an introductory email along with how

you can find information about VBS

and sign up!
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Worship and Music 
BY GRAEME SHIELDS
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What does summertime mean to you? For many it’s a break from cold

weather and a time to enjoy the abundant blessings of Chicago’s outdoor

activities. For students, it’s a break from daily classes and homework. And

for Redeemer, it’s historically been a chance to worship together with the

whole church on Sundays at 10 am, and Wednesday evenings at 7pm. We

are thrilled to announce that starting June 6, Redeemer will once again offer

it’s traditional summer worship schedule.

How will this work? Well, the details for each service are included

below, but we begin by assuring you of two things: First, the Sunday

Zoom worship is not going away. In fact, we’re hopeful that the

Sunday Zoom experience will actually be improved by the addition of

live music and engagement with our siblings worshipping in-person.

And second, our Wednesday evenings are going to be a lot of fun and

will provide an opportunity to do what many have been missing most:

sing and sharing fellowship in-person with one another!

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, safety remains a

priority for Redeemer. As much as we’d love the pandemic to be

over and for everyone to be vaccinated, that’s just not the case.

Children in particular remain at risk and so COVID precautions

will remain in place for those who decide to join us indoors on

Sunday mornings.
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Worship Updates
Summer Worship Plans

BY ANEEL TRIVEDI



Sunday Hybrid (in-person AND virtual) - 10 am 

Redeemer will have one worship service on Sundays during

the summer at 10 am indoors. We will refer to this as our

"Hybrid Worship Service". The service will be open to in-

person worshippers and will be accessible on Zoom and our

live stream. COVID restrictions will remain in place (masks, no

singing, sign-up required and limited capacity). This service

will include live music from Graeme, section leaders,

volunteers, and guest musicians. It will run approximately 45

minutes. This service will continue to include communion

every week throughout Pastor Katie’s sabbatical.

Wednesday In-Person Outdoors - 7 pm

Redeemer’s Wednesday evening worship service this summer

will highlight what we have missed most about church during the

pandemic - singing, fellowship, and participation. This service

will take place outdoors ONLY, so check the weather, bring a

chair, and sit where you feel comfortable. Since we’re outside,

you can mask to your comfort level. Come early with a picnic

and stay after to catch up with good friends and enjoy some

popsicle-fellowship.
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Summer Worship Details

It is our hope that this service will integrate the virtual and in-person

worshipping communities so that we may truly be one church worshipping

together on Sundays. 

This 30-minute outdoor service will not just be a repeat of Sunday’s sermon - it will

feature sermons and reflections from the congregation. Each Wednesday will center

on a theme that promises to include some of your favorite hymns. You won’t want to

miss singing with us for Christmas in July, Independence Day, or VBS Wednesday. 



The Wednesday evening outdoor service will

include communion every other week (twice a

month) during Pastor Katie’s sabbatical. 

We will most certainly need your help to pull this

off, so please reach out to Aneel or Graeme if you’d

be willing to share a brief sermon or offer your

musical talents on Wednesday evenings. 
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Summer Worship Details, cont.

Worship is at the heart of what we do at Redeemer. We

are so excited about being together with you in worship

this summer - whether you are joining us virtually or

in-person, we are grateful for your presence and

participation in this community.

Sundays, 10 am - in-person & virtual worship

Wednesdays, 7 pm - in-person outdoor worship

(weather permitting)
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Redeemer happily welcomes Vicar Emily Erisman as our 2021-2122 Intern/Vicar

from Wartburg Seminary. Her start date is August 25th. She will be our first female

vicar. Vicar Emily is the daughter of two pastors (which is known as a PK squared) and

the wife of a vicar who has an assignment in Bolingbrook, IL. It will be fun to,

hopefully, learn IN PERSON, much more about them as we serve and study together.

Please greet Vicar Emily and introduce yourself as you cross paths with her—

remembering names is an important task of a new vicar. Also, a vicar really

appreciates feedback (written and/or verbal) from all members especially pertaining

to sermons preached as they progress during their year with us. The committee also

values feedback from you.

The Intern Committee at present is comprised of six members; we would like to be a

diversified committee of about eight. Being part of the formation of a pastor is

unique and holy work. If you are interested, please contact Margaret Schlegel for

specific details. Our main job is to be supporters, mentors and encouragers. Our goal

is to be effective participants in the training of future shepherds of Christ’s flock.

Internship News and Notes
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BY MARGARET SCHLEGEL

Redeemer will sadly part ways with our beloved Vicar

Aneel on August 22 who will return to Wartburg Seminary

for his final year of study. All your words of blessings to

him will be beautiful recognition of his faithfulness. We

plan to celebrate his talents and gifts to us on August 22. If

you wish to contribute to a farewell gift, please send a check

to the office labeled “Gift for Vicar Aneel”. More details will

come as we get closer to his move back to Wartburg.
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Way back in Lent of 2019 – during the B.C.

era – Before COVID – Redeemer started a

community art project. We invited

different groups to take pieces of specially

cut paper to make colored squares that

would eventually be assembled into a

rainbow backdrop. Sunday school kids, the

choir, Tuesday’s Bible study and the

quilters got into the action. And then,

COVID hit. Our rainbow was delayed, in

more ways than one.

This Lent, as vaccines became increasingly

available and as we started in person

worship, it seemed like it was time to bring

out our rainbow again. 

Heike remembered where we had stored

the squares. Pr. Katie designed a Sign Up

Genius list. 

Rainbow Squares: 
Our Easter Art 
Project Renewed 
BY KATIE HINES-SHAH

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be

a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow

is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the

bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

-Genesis 9:13-16

Many people picked up kits to assemble

squares at home and dropped them off

when they were complete. Kathy Toomey

took on the enormous task of designing a

layout, putting things all together, and

then hung the finished product in

Redeemer’s main hallway the Saturday

before Easter. 

Beautiful!



S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

16 Redeemer Lutheran Church

Walking down the hall, you get a glimpse

of parts of the rainbow becoming clear.

It’s a bit like our transition from full lock

down to more freedom. As you turn the

corner, the grand rainbow comes into

view – a full display of color, promise

and hope. We plan on leaving our

rainbow art up through the summer and

encourage you to come and check it out.

The many colors of the rainbow are all

the more beautiful because they emerge

after the storm. So as it is for us returning

to church after a long, hard year.

A huge thank you to all who

participated in this project! It

was a large undertaking and

Redeemer is showing true

colors because of your valiant

efforts. Thank you to Kathy

Toomey who brought the

colors together to marvelous

effect. Let us be reminded of

God's promise to us whenever

we see the array of color. 
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Hello Redeemer Lutheran Church! 

I am so excited to take the position of

Pastoral Intern for 2021-2022! I was

born in Colorado, but I’ve lived in

California the longest and that is where

my family is currently located. We

moved around a lot, so the church has

always been my true home no matter

our location. This inspired me to

pursue ministry as an adult. Both my

parents are Pastors and I have a

younger sister who is working on a

degree in architecture.

California is also where I earned my undergraduate degree in psychology at

California Lutheran University. I am now attending Wartburg Theological Seminary.

My significant other, John, is also taking a Vicarage this upcoming year at New Life

Lutheran Church in Bolingbrook, IL. I can answer any questions about animals, Star

Trek, or photography! My favorite things about ministry are working on big projects

and listening to people’s stories. I can’t wait to be a part of Redeemer’s ministry!

Meet Vicar Emily
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BY EMILY ERISMAN

Faithful Gardener's Update
The Faithful Gardeners are in full swing! All help is appreciated to keep our

Redeemer gardens beautiful and welcoming! We work as a group for one hour. The

Faithful Gardeners meet the second Saturday of each month. If there is rain we meet

the third Saturday. We weed, deadhead, and water, bring gloves and a kneeling pad.

BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Gardening dates 2021:

June 12

July 10

August 14

September 11

October 9

If you can't make the

group work days, contact

Connie Bothen for a

garden space to work on

when you have time.



Wear masks

Social distance

Limited capacity/reserved  seats

Prohibit congregational singing

Word Around The Country Is...

General conversations around town

and church seem to be focused on

vaccination news; who, how old, what

symptoms, what brand, how effective,

etc. Currently, 36% of the population

in DuPage County is fully vaccinated.

As our populations receive vaccines,

we are  excited about getting back to a

semblance of the way things were. 

Here at Redeemer, those changes will

look different depending on whether

you choose to worship/participate

indoors or outdoors this summer.

Indoor Sunday Worship:

Masks are optional
Social distance to your preference
No capacity limits/reservations
Congregational singing with
hymnals (with or without masks)
Fellowship-Come early with a
picnic or enjoy fellowship
afterwards with a popsicle! 

Outdoor Wednesday Worship: 

The Reopening Redeemer Task Force
will meet again in mid-June and any
further updates and details about
future indoor/outdoor worship
opportunities will be communicated
via the weekly congregational email.

We hope that by following these
guidelines and doing our part,
Redeemer will help limit the spread
of the COVID-19 virus.
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Reopening 
Redeemer Update
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BY LISA GRAEB 



$9000.00 – To the Property Committee to replace the existing ductless air-

conditioning unit for the balcony.

$6800.00 – To the planned Vision and Mission Committee to hire Dave Daubert of

“Day 8 Strategies” to serve as a consultant to facilitate a year long process in which

Redeemer members reflect on our past, assess our community, and envision our

future together. Subsequently, Pastor Katie’s grant request to the Metropolitan

Chicago Synod (MCS) for this purpose was approved so this money will now be

applied to bells and art as shown below.

$5000.00 – To our mission partner, Holy Family Ministries, to help support a new

half-time social worker at Holy Family School.

$3440.00 – To the Alleluia Ringers to purchase the low C and D bells of the fifth

octave plus a case. Since Pastor Katie’s grant request to the Metropolitan Chicago

Synod (MCS) was approved, the original $10,080 request to purchase the entire

fifth octave would be covered.
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Covenant Endowment Fund Grants for 2021 
BY RON LINDBERG

The purpose of the Covenant

Endowment Fund is to provide a fund

separate and apart from the general

operation of the congregation.

Distributions from this fund may be

made for activities of the mission

outreach ministry area, property

ministry area and to other causes 

recommended by any ministry area of the congregation. This year, $28,000 was

made available. The Congregational Council reviews all applications and at its April

meeting awarded the following grants:



$1810.00 – To the future Art Acquisition Committee to obtain semi-permanent art

for three areas on the main level of the church. Since Pastor Katie’s grant request

to the MCS was recently approved, an additional $160 is now available.

$1000.00 – To the Mission Outreach Committee for 350 drawstring backpacks for

school kits.

$600.00 – To Church and Community to cover the upfront costs of purchasing 20

copies of the book, “Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the

World, and Become a Good Ancestor,” by Layla F. Saad for use in a 6-part series

during the summer examining white privilege. There would be a cost of $10 to

each participant to offset some of the cost and this would be returned to the

Endowment. 

$350.00 – To Technology Committee for the purchase of a Rode Wireless Go II

system, a wireless microphone system for remote video recording. 

Submitted by, 

Ron Lindberg 
Council President
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Covenant Endowment Fund Grants for 2021 
BY RON LINDBERG
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The virtual Congregational Meeting was

held at 11:15 a.m. Sunday, May 23, 2021.

During the Meeting, the 7/1/21 to 6/30/22

budget was reviewed, discussed, and

passed. 

 

The incoming Church Council was

proposed and unanimously accepted. The

accepted candidates are Dave Mahon,

Vice President/President elect; Melissa

Roberts, Secretary; Chris Rusthoven,

Financial Secretary; Trish Rosland, At-

large Member; and Steve Patterson, At-

large Member (the council members with

one year remaining are Sue Metzler,

President; Mike Huseth, Treasurer;

Juliana Medrado-Gary; At-large Member;

Pat Quast, At-large Member; and Steve

Selcke, At-large Member).

The Reopening Redeemer Committee, along with Vicar Aneel, discussed Sunday and

Wednesday worship changes. The changes were guided by the priorities of fellowship,

ways to sing together safely, and support for all people with importance to the most

vulnerable. Sunday worship will be a hybrid service starting on June 6th at 10 am for a

combined indoor and virtual service. In-person capacity limitations and COVID safety

guidelines will remain in place on Sunday, with Communion every week and Pastor

Linnea presiding. Wednesday service will be outdoor only and cancelled in bad

weather, with the focus on music, singing, participation and fellowship. Wednesday

outdoor service will allow masks to each attendees’ comfort level and Communion

every other week with Pastor Linnea presiding.
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Congregational Meeting Recap
BY MELISSA ROBERTS
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Pastor Katie reviewed her Sabbatical schedule from May 24th to August 24th.

During Pastor’s absence, Vicar Aneel, Pastor Linnea and Congregational Presidents

(Ron Lindberg, followed by incoming President Sue Metzler) will lead. Staff and

Council are well prepared. Participation in our Summer Project: Our Quilted

Community, is encouraged. Pastor reminds us to Worship, Give, Don’t be Anxious,

Rest and Pray during her Sabbatical! Plans are well underway for a picnic August

29th to celebrate the Pastor’s return, our bounties, and our incoming Vicar, Emily. 
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Congregational Meeting Recap
BY MELISSA ROBERTS

After a wonderful year of growth

together, Vicar Aneel’s last Sunday will

be August 22, 2021.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Roberts
Church Council Secretary

 

We reviewed the 2021 Endowment Fund

Grants for handbells, Church and

Community books for the upcoming

series on white privilege, new balcony

air conditioning, support to Holy

Family, a wireless microphone system

upgrade, and art acquisition.



The next budget for 2021-22 will be proposed at the Congregational Meeting in May.

Income and Expenses will increase by 1.6% and 4% respectively on an annualized basis

from our 2021 six-month budget. However, this is a decrease of 1.6% for Total Income

and 3.7% for Total Expenses compared to the 2020 budget. 

Redeemer parishioners have been consistent in giving throughout the pandemic, but

the number of families pledging and the total amount pledged are down from last

2020. This made our projections more difficult, but we are on track through the first

four months of 2021. Our year-to-date Net Income is approximately $39K ahead of

this time last year and we are $44K ahead of budget as well. However, we had many

families make their annual donations in January which makes it difficult to know how

the rest of the year pan out.

We were able to finish in the black by $77k last year largely due to a Payroll Protection

Program loan (PPP) of $67K. We were able to qualify again this year and received $58K

that will go towards our staff payroll and benefits. The majority of this will hit in our

six-month budget with approximately $17K going towards our 2021-22 budget. As we

did last year, we will hopefully be able to increase the amount that we give to our

Mission Outreach programs when we find out our year-end tally.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Huseth 
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From the Church Treasurer 
BY MIKE HUSETH 

Throughout the pandemic, we've all learned to be

flexible and modify previous protocols. Redeemer is

not an exception. After much discussion, the Finance

Committee proposed changing the budget year.

After using a six-month budget, we decided that it

would be more practical to have the fiscal year run

from July 1 through June 30. This helps with

calculations of year-end payments and gifts, staff

bonuses, and more closely matches our church

program year. In addition, our summer months are

less busy, thus outflows and inflows slow down.
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As another program year comes to an end it is always a great time to look back and

look ahead. 

We thank God for the opportunities in which we were able to remain connected

over this past year of COVID restrictions and precautions. Through online classes,

outdoor meetups, and Zoom Christmas Pageants, the Holy Spirit was on the move

among the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church this past year.

As we look ahead to the coming summer months we do so with eager anticipation

for the programs and activities on the horizon. As we begin to meet in person, we

will continue to hold your safety as our number one priority. 

We look forward to seeing you soon!
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Christian Education 
BY TYLER PARKS

http://redeemerhinsdale.org/vacation-bible-school
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MEET OUR CONFIRMANDS!

MICHAEL

HOWELL

HARRY

HUGHES

MICHAEL

TEMPLE

JACOB

HUNTER



S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

26 Redeemer Lutheran Church



S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

27 Redeemer Lutheran Church



S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

28 Redeemer Lutheran Church



S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

29 Redeemer Lutheran Church

SAVE THE DATE!

Redeemer's

Congregational Picnic

will take place on

Sunday, August 29 on

Redeemer's Lawn.
 

More information will

be coming out this

summer!
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to

The Night Ministry Toiletry Kit Collection.

We delivered 107 toiletry kits, additional

miscellaneous items and a check donation to

The Night Ministry's Chicago office on March

29th.

They were delighted and grateful to receive so

many kits for distribution to homeless

individuals through their outreach health bus.

On Saturday, July 31, Redeemer will be delivering dinner

to PADS guests who are currently being housed at three

area motels. Dinners are donated by an organization that

helps prevent prepared meals from going to waste. The

packaged meals are picked up from a local banquet hall

where they are kept refrigerated and delivered to PADS

guest's hotel rooms. If you are interested in helping with

meal delivery, please watch your email in July for

volunteer sign-ups through Sign-Up Genius.

We have just completed the Holy Family School

Virtual Blue Envelope fundraiser. And YES, we did it!

We made our $10,000 goal with $5,000 from the

endowment fund and over $5,000 from generous

members and friends. These funds, along with $10,000

from CLEF (Chicagoland Lutheran Education Fund)

will support much needed counseling services at Holy

Family School. Thank you!
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Mission Outreach 
BY MARIE MCGANN



3 part series on Caring for Creation. This series was a result of the survey and interest

in this topic. Watch for follow up with recycling opportunities, field trip to SCARCE

and becoming a member of the GREEN TEAM! Bags to dispose of outdated or

unwanted medications will be available at Redeemer.

Affordable Housing. Opportunity for a June visit to completed affordable/supportive

housing in anticipation to a similar area in Glen Ellyn. 

Mental Health-meetings with DuPage County board members and DuPage Health

Department. DuPage United is putting together a Social Justice team.

In June, Sara Spaniol will lead an important series based on the book "Me and White

Supremacy" by Layla F. Saad. 

NEW! Gun Safety initiative nationally. 

Kathy Selcke represented Redeemer at Lutheran Day for LSSI in Springfield via

ZOOM.

Church and Community Highlights:

Please join us for any of the initiatives in which you are interested. Contact Mary Landis

630-880-1888 or any of the 16 active members.

S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

34 Redeemer Lutheran Church

Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS 



My name is Dave Daubert and I'm writing to

introduce myself and the process that we will

be walking through during the next twelve

months at Redeemer. I have been a pastor

for over thirty years. I have served in

congregations, on a synod staff, on the

churchwide staff and as a consultant. I coach,

teach and write as I work with ministries all

across North America. 

A milestone anniversary is an ideal time to

envision God’s future. It allows you to honor

your past and do so in a way that sets the

stage for the years ahead. Our process will

begin with assembling a team to start

working with me during Pastor Katie’s

sabbatical. Then we will hit the ground

running in the Fall when she returns. We will

be looking at who you are as a congregation,

who the neighbors God has given you are as

well, and then how God is calling you to

envision and pursue your ministry in the

next chapter of your life as a congregation.

Some of this will continue and build on

some things that you started but were not

able to finish when the pandemic hit. Like all

of us, you had to focus on quickly shifting

from what you were doing in order to create

an online presence that allowed you to keep

doing ministry during the shutdown.

The pastor’s sabbatical, which was scheduled
for a year ago, was wisely also put on hold to
give full attention to keeping Redeemer
moving forward and making good decisions
in extremely challenging circumstances.
And those adjustments paid off – today you
are now looking at how ministry can and
should look, as vaccines now allow the
congregation to have a wider range of
options again. 

That’s why the timing for this work could
not be better. As Redeemer celebrates its
upcoming 100th Anniversary, you have the
chance to not only put things in place, but to
also assess each thing as you do – not
limited to doing it how you once did it but
with the freedom to discern and decide how
to do each thing best. 
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100th Anniversary Visioning Process
BY PASTOR DAVE DAUBERT
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Many of the on-the-ground things you did

before the pandemic can resume, but

perhaps with the chance for renewal. You

may choose not to resume things that have

stopped for the year, leaving energy and

space to start something new in their place.

At no time in our lifetimes has there been

more opportunity to actually build the

church God wants for the future than right

now. With both on-the-ground options and

the new possibilities that you have

discovered online, the decisions you make in

the next twelve months will be foundational

for how the next decade goes. I look forward

to working with your leaders to articulate a

clear sense of purpose, a useful set of guiding

principles, and key ministry priorities for

your work in this new day. Please pray that

God uses our time together to set the stage

for your 100th Anniversary to be the

foundation for good ministry for years to

come.

In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Dave Daubert
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Redeemer Family Updates:
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Elaine was born on April 14, 1925, in

Lyons, IL. Baptized and confirmed at Zion

Lutheran Church, she attended Zion's

Christian day school. After graduation

from Morton High School, she began

work at Western Electric. On April 7, 1945,

Elaine and Del were married at Zion while

he was home on military leave, and they

began their 74+ years of life together. 

Elaine and Del were blessed with six

children who share very special memories

of family times together. As the years

passed and her family continued to grow,

Elaine graciously welcomed spouses into

the flock, and then rejoiced in the births of

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Celebrations of baptisms, birthdays,

confirmations, graduations, weddings,

anniversaries, and holidays brought the

family together and also brought her great

happiness. From Florida vacations and

fishing trips (featuring Granny and her

cane pole!) to lively times at home, the

family felt her constant love and support.

She really enjoyed playing cards, and

many of her children and grandchildren

are pinochle players thanks to her patient

guidance and instruction. Special times

with her are memories that will be

cherished forever. 
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Death in the Church Family

Elaine K. Graunke

After Del's retirement, Elaine and Del

moved to Florida for about 21 years and

then, in 2004, returned to this area. They

settled at Oak Trace in Downers Grove

where she was a regular participant in a

variety of activities such as book club and

card groups, assisting with the library, and

serving as a volunteer coordinator for the

Charioteers group. Elaine truly lived her

life by faith and trust in God for 95 years.

She is survived by her children: Scott (Sue),

Rev. Terry (Barbara), Paulette Burdick,

Kristy (the late Robert) Lange, Dale

(Gizelle), Daniel (Diane), 16 grandchildren,

and 17 great-grandchildren who all loved

her dearly. 

 



Celebrations
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Madelyn Grace Parks

Madelyn Grace Parks was baptized on

May 9th at Redeemer. 

Parents are Tyler and Kelly Parks, along

with big sister Camilla. 
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Charlotte Olivia Lindberg was born March

9th. Parents are Heather & Mark

Lindberg. Brother Ethan & sister Elliot.

Proud grandparents are Marilyn and Ron

Lindberg.

Charlotte Olivia Lindberg

Cassandra Davis was baptized on

May 21st at Redeemer. Parents are

Brianne and Alex Davis along with

big sister, Camilla.
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Thank You!

Thank you Redeemer Family!

The Graunke family is very grateful for your faithful prayers and your kind

expressions of caring and sympathy on the passing of our beloved mother, Elaine. 

We have truly experienced God's never-ending grace and mercy through all of

you.  We are so blessed to have the love and support of our Redeemer family. 

-Scott, Sue, and the family of Elaine Graunke

Thank You Redeemer!

I am very grateful to my Redeemer family for your prayers, good wishes,

cards, notes of support, phone calls, and wonderful dinners and treats during

the time of my cancer surgery and chemo regime. I cannot begin to explain

the aura of support and love I felt during this difficult and scary time. While

I'm still working my way back to complete health (and full hair), I still feel

your support and kindness. God has truly blessed me with such good friends.

Thank you.

-Linda Carpenter



Called to Co-Create: 

Some Have Been Called to Create Vaccines

“Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our own image, according to our own  likeness…’” 

         - Genesis 26: 1a

One of the many privileges of being made in God’s image is the call to co-create, to be

God’s partners, and to be doers of the word. In the Christian scripture’s parable of the

talents, Matthew 25: 14-30, Jesus tells the story of a master who rewards his servants for

partnering with him to use their talents for the work of the kingdom. Later, the same

master severely punishes the servant who hides his talents. Every human, created and

creating in God’s image, has been given talents. It is up to us to discover what our unique

talents are, and to use them to the best of our abilities. Throughout the history of

humankind on earth, we have co-created. From early hand-axes used to cut wood, to the

wheel, control of fire, or even to flying drones on Mars – humans have been called to

use our talents and to be agents of meaningful life. We have been called to co-create, and

some have been called to create vaccines.

Once upon a time, there were no vaccines and many people died or were disabled

because of contagious diseases. Today, most of them would neither die nor be disabled

from those same diseases because some heard the call to create vaccines. More than

three million people have died worldwide secondary to COVID-19. The rapid

development of vaccines has slowed the rate of death and disabilities from this horrific

pandemic. Researchers have estimated that vaccines have prevented about ten million

deaths from diseases since 1963. God is still creating through the work of vaccine co-

creators.
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The Healthy 
Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

“But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.” 
 -James 1: 22    

 



An observation about the concept of immunity was made by the Greek historian,

Thucydides, in 430 B.C. He astutely noted that people who survived the plague in

Athens that year were never affected by it again. In 1796, about two millennia later,

Edward Jenner, a London-trained doctor, proved that exposure to cowpox could

provide immunity and prevent the significantly worse condition, smallpox. Jenner

called his discovery “vaccination” from the Latin word vacca, meaning cow. Fast-

forward through the next two hundred and twenty-five years - the development of

vaccines has revolutionized modern healthcare. The old saying, “an ounce of

prevention is worth a pound of cure” describes the philosophy behind vaccinations.

Though rare, complications are undeniable and scientists must be diligent to try and

eliminate them. That being said, the benefits of well-designed vaccines against

diseases* far outweigh the risks for the majority of individuals. Called to co-create,

scientists have saved many lives.
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There are people who are reluctant to be vaccinated and there are a few who should

not be vaccinated; but for the vast majority of us, there is a greater good which occurs

when we do the work of getting our vaccinations. We are not only protecting ourselves,

we are also protecting our neighbors. Community immunity allows us to return to

normal communal living without fear of death or disability from preventable illnesses.

Thank God for those who were called to create life-saving vaccines.

In God’s love,

Lanny F. Wilson, MD

*diphtheria, influenza, hepatitis, measles, meningitis, mumps, pertussis, poliomyelitis, rubella, tetanus,

tuberculosis, yellow fever, and the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)
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