SUMMER 2022

REDEEMER RECORD
The official newsletter of Redeemer Lutheran Church

“I have set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth.”
-Genesis 9:16
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Pastor's Column
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

We had just finished dinner a few
weeks back on a Sunday night and I
was cleaning up and looking out my
kitchen window. There had been a
storm earlier, but suddenly the sun
came

out.

spectacular

The
I

light

stopped

was

what

I

so
was

doing and headed over to Redeemer
to take pictures. The trees and the
steeple were lit brilliantly, the church
itself just glowed. I was clicking away
when everything changed again. The
most

brilliant

rainbow

appeared

stretching across the whole horizon.
From

where

I

intersected
sanctuary.

stood
with

With

the

it

perfectly

Redeemer’s
glow

of

the

A

rainbow

Wikipedia

is
says

an

amazing

that

this

thing.
natural

evening, our church literally became

phenomenon occurs as a result of the

the gold at the end of the rainbow. It

“reflection,

was a visual reminder of a truth we

dispersion of light in water droplets

experience. Or perhaps God was just

resulting in the whole spectrum of

showing off. In any case, I’m glad I

light appearing in the sky.”

refraction,

and

had my camera.
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Maybe you once learned to name the
colors

in

order,

red,

orange,

yellow,

green, blue, indigo, violet – and then
apparently there are colors beyond these
that

the

rainbow

human
is

eye

both

an

cannot

see.

A

array

and

a

singularity, diversity and unity all at the
same time.
In other words, a rainbow is a miracle,
and a perfect symbol for the church.
The rainbow comes up in the story of
Noah

and

the

ark.

After

Noah

has

gathered all the animals of the earth in
their

diversity,

passed,

after

after
dry

the

land

storm
once

has

again

appears, God tells Noah, “I have set my
bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth.”
God promises never to destroy all life
again. The many become one with God’s
blessing. Artists have used the rainbow to
show new life coming from the cross,
expressing both the miracle of God’s
grace and the intention of God to save all
people

through

the

sign.

We

hang

rainbow paraments when we celebrate
Reconciling

in

Christ

Sunday.

Our

welcome statement reminds us how God
works

through

a

vast

spectrum

of

people. We are all one in welcome.

During this summer season we look forward to celebrating the miracle of our
unity in the midst of our diversity as we begin to live out our new purpose
statement – “United in Christ we share God’s love in an ever-changing world.”

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Look for this rainbow of opportunities:
There will be one service on Sundays at 10AM (beginning 5/29)and one service
on Wednesdays at 7PM.We will continue to live-stream the 10AM service. Do
join us so we can be together in this important way! We will be communing at
the same time (even while keeping COVID precautions in place).
Tuesday morning Bible Study resumes in-person this summer. In June we will
study the texts for the upcoming Sunday. In July we will join the whole
Lutheran Church in taking part in Pr. Katie’s Crafted in Christ Bible Study for
Gather Magazine. 10AM in the Parish Room on Tuesdays.
We will gather for one week of VBS June 13th-17th with people from all around
our neighborhood. Check the weekly email for info an sign-up.
It’s our 100th Anniversary! On June 10th we have a fun trivia night at 6PM at
Sauced Pizzeria. On August 28th we will gather for our annual all-church
picnic. Everyone is welcome!
My sabbatical trip to Tanzania (put off from 2020) will finally take place this
June. (Please pray for us!) The Hines-Shahs look forward to learning about
Lutherans half-way around the world. We are excited to discover the ways we
are different and the ways we are one. Watch for adult forums and service
opportunities!
My Sunday night photos of Redeemer reveal a truth about our church: Redeemer
is a diverse church of many individuals that come together in a beautiful whole.
We are united in Christ. We embrace an “ever-changing world.” We share God’s
love. We shine like the rainbow.
May we celebrate this miracle this summer and all year long.
Thanks be to God!

Pr. Katie Hines-Shah

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR EMILY ERISMAN

It's coming to the end of my internship
at Redeemer. I want to bid you all
farewell after a great year of learning,
growing, and living into my call to
ministry. It struck me how soon this end
was coming when Revelation 21 came up
in our lectionary this season. As I sat up
front looking at all of you during
worship and heard, “It is done!”, and I
couldn’t help but think, “It is done,
Internship is done”. We are coming to
the end and yet it feels like only
yesterday that it was the beginning.
When I walked into the front doors of
Redeemer armed with only my years
growing up as a Pastor’s kid and my
seminary education. I was lead down the
stairs to my office which would be my
home for the next year. I looked at this
barren desk and thought, “How in the
world was I going to fill this space, this
role?”. But I didn’t have much time to
dwell on it because the minute I set foot
into Redeemer I hit the ground running.
I have come so far since those early days.
I have had the opportunity to grow and
change with you. Over time my desk has
filled with books and old bulletins. I
brought in my mugs and hung-up
pictures of you. Making this place my
home for the brief time I would be here.

Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning
and the end.”
Revelation 21:6
Redeemer Lutheran Church

My true home of course being the
sanctuary, where you welcomed me
from the first Sunday’s picnic to
Pentecost. Through every season I
discovered more about the community
you are and the leader I was becoming.
When I set out for internship I had one
initiative, “Love the place, love the
people”. Little did I know how that
initiative would become the core of my
ministry at Redeemer. I learned to love
the changing of the season both outside
and inside. As the leaves changed color
and the banners went from green to
purple. I loved the people in every space
and gathering. From seeing the quilters
Wednesday mornings, to thanking alter
guild, to staff meetings, to confirmands
running to put on acolyte robes. The list
goes on. Every facet of this place, these
people: from beginning to end. From
funerals to Easter Sunday. In our best of
days and in our greatest challenges. For
God is among us through it all.
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See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they
will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed
away.
Revelation 21:3-4
Now I come to my final season with you all. It is bittersweet, knowing how much I will
miss this place, these people. Yet, you have also prepared me to go off to the next
place, with the next group of people to love them too. As said best by Kermit the Frog,
“Life is made up of meetings and partings. That is the way of it.” May God dwell
among us in this most gracious parting.
Blessings,

Vicar Emily Erisman
Internship Committee Update
BY MARGARET SHLEGEL

From the Lay Internship Committee,
Transition time again approaches when current Vicar Emily Erisman (from Wartburg
Theological Seminary) completes her vicarage and Vicar Kelsey (from Lutheran
School of Theology, Hyde Park, Illinois) is welcomed as our 2022-2023 vicar. We
have been blessed with astounding vicars that speak well of the seminaries and hope
we have blessed them in return. Redeemer supports seminaries by being a consistent
host and teaching site for interns.
A farewell service for Vicar Emily is scheduled for August 7 and a welcome service for
Vicar Kelsey is scheduled for mid-August. The 100th Anniversary celebration display
includes the complete roster of past vicars which prompts fond memories. Vicar
Emily has successfully involved herself in every aspect of Redeemer’s ministry which
makes the required eight-page evaluation of competency very confidently rendered.
Thanks be to God! Her personal motto of “Love the Place, Love the People” is very
evident.
Sincerely,
Margaret Shlegel
Internship Committee Chair
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Welcome Vicar Kelsey Johnson
BY VICAR KELSEY JOHNSON

I am so excited to be in community with
Redeemer for my year of pastoral
internship!
The deepest call to ministry for me is the
tangible
grace
of
God
through
authentically
participating
in
community. Reflecting on my lifelong
discernment approaching my year of
internship, the images that come to
mind are a burning campfire with
glowing coals, a cup of warm and
fragrant coffee, and a steadfast olive tree.
I was raised in ELCA congregations, as
my
family
moved
several
times
throughout my childhood, it was
through outdoor ministries that my faith
took deep root. I attended camp every
summer, and served as a counselor and
assistant director for six years in my
adult life. Camp was a place to behold
the wonder of creation and offered space
to explore faith in vulnerable and
authentic community. As hot coals
sustain a campfire, providing warmth for
all who sit around its glow, I truly believe
camp and outdoor ministry provided the
community foundation that sparked my
lifelong experience of God’s presence in
the world, and the call to rostered
ministry.

During undergrad, at one of the most
difficult times in my life, I began
working at a nonprofit coffee shop run
by a Korean Baptist minister’s wife. The
shop supported women who suffered
complicated pregnancies and losses in
delivery. The coffee shop was a place of
invitation, gathering, communion, and
sending. Truth about God was being
revealed in the relationships formed in
this space and the image continues to
fascinate and call me. I'm curious about
creative ministry spaces, and especially
global rituals and fellowship involving
coffee.
Through working in coffee shops I
developed a love for communitybuilding and felt a deeper yearning for
ministerial discernment, which led me to
a year of service in Palestine through the
ELCA. I served at a school and Lutheran
church in Ramallah and lived with the
local pastor and his family.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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I was welcomed and embraced by an
interfaith community that taught me
steadfastness and the importance of not
only presence, but also listening deeply.
The complexities of the Holy Land and
stories of my host community continue
informing my call to ministry and
advocacy work.
After returning to the US, I received a
one year grant from ELCA world hunger
to work as an advocacy fellow at a state
public policy office of ELCA Advocacy in
Madison, Wisconsin. I worked closely
with
the
executive
director,
congregations across the state, and six
bishops offices on efforts related to sex
trafficking,
environmental
justice,
hunger and poverty, and immigration.
This year honed my gifts for preaching,
community organizing, writing, and
articulation of the gospel call to love and
care for one another and creation.
The following year, I began seminary
education at the Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago as well as candidacy
for ministry of Word and Sacrament. As
I prepare for ordained ministry, I have
sought opportunities to engage my
learning edges and develop a strong
sense of ministerial identity and
leadership.

Redeemer Lutheran Church

I’ve engaged with the international
community at seminary through serving
as a learning partner. I have served as
Masters Student Association president,
organizing and encouraging my peers to
seek social and institutional support
during challenging times. Additionally, I
served on chapel staff as assistant to the
director of worship to deepen my
community
relationships
and
understanding of worship in life
together. I truly believe it is through the
grace of the Holy Spirit that I have
encountered such rich and formative
community experiences which have
prepared me for internship, and
someday rostered ministry. I am excited
to be in community with you all at
Redeemer this year and am looking
forward to a year of formational
learning!
With Peace and Joy,

Kelsey Johnson
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Christian Education
BY TYLER PARKS

A few weeks ago, during the children’s
message at our 11AM service, we
concluded our season of Sunday School
and thanked the volunteers who have
taught Sunday School over these past
two years. As we were reflecting on the
care that our Sunday School teachers
have shared with our children and their
families in the midst of COVID, I started
to get emotional. As I shared with a
congregation member later via text, it
felt like my words were moving as slow
as molasses in January! I was just having
a hard time getting them out.
The Gospel lesson for the week could not
have been more perfect for how we
marked the end of the season and
thanked those who served with our
children. In the thirteenth chapter of
John, Jesus tells His disciples the time is
coming near when he would no longer
be with them. He gives them a new
commandment to love one another just
as he had loved them. He says, “By this
everyone will know you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”
Though May traditionally marks the
completion
for
much
of
our
programming, I am motivated by Jesus’
commandment from that Gospel lesson
a few weeks ago. As we head into the
summer months we have a multitude of
opportunities for the congregation to
come together in fellowship and faith.
This summer holds so much for us to
share the love of Christ with each other
and others outside of our walls at
Redeemer.
Redeemer Lutheran Church

This summer we'll celebrate graduates,
come together for trivia, host Vacation
Bible School for more than twenty
children (from outside our congregation
alone!), as well as have opportunities for
children, youth, and their families to
come
together
to
worship
and
experience fellowship with one another.
We’re even bringing back Childcare
hours during the 10AM Sunday services!
Throughout all of this, we will continue
to follow safe practices to make sure we
limit the transmission of COVID as
much as possible. We’ll be utilizing
contact
tracing
measures
in
our
Childcare Room and continue to
encourage (but not require) folks to wear
masks indoors.
We are looking forward to all of the ways
that
we
can
live
our
Christ’s
commandment to love one another,
because we know that when we do, we
model for others the love that comes
from Christ alone.
Join us this summer!
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Worship and Music
BY GRAEME SHIELDS

Hello Redeemer!
Summer is already around the corner and
there are plenty of musical activities and
worship events to look forward to.
Festival Choir will wrap up their year on
Sunday June 5th to perform Nancy
Maeker’s Pentecost for “speech choir”. It is
such a fun and powerful illustration of the
text for Pentecost Sunday – you won’t
want to miss it!
I was overjoyed to see the choir doubled in
size to sing Allen Pote’s "The Lord Is My
Shepherd" for the 8:30am service on the
Sunday of Redeemer’s Birthday (May 8th).
After what I feel was an incredibly
rewarding year, between Advent’s Lessons
& Carols, Good Friday’s The Shadow of
the Cross, and all the major Festival
Sundays – Festival Choir deserves a restful
and rejuvenating break. We will meet a few
times this summer to sing for fun. Dates to
be announced over the summer. Check the
weekly email blast for that info!

Festival Choir singing "Shadow of
the Cross" on Good Friday in the
Chancel (Left) and joined by the
Gargoyle Brass on Easter Sunday
in the Choir Loft (Above).
Wonderful Job!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Festival Choir singing "The
Lord is My Shepherd" at the
100th Anniversary service on
May 8th (Left).
Alleluia Ringers
session (Below).

rehearsal

Alleluia Ringers wrapped up
their year by playing "A Joyful
Ring" by Barbara B. Kinyon at
both services on May 22nd.
We heard that this is the best
the group has sounded, and
shows just how far they've
come over these past nine
months. They’ve worked so
hard and deserve a break! The
ringers will meet a few times
this summer to ring for fun
and brush up on technique.
Children’s Percussion Group
had a great run this year. For
an ensemble we’ve never
tried before, I thought their
Christmas
Pageant,
Cup
Game, and helping to lead us
in
the
Palm
Sunday
processional all added up to
be a big success. Their last
anthem for the season will be
Natalie Sleeth’s "Go Now In
Peace" which will, for the first
time, involve singing. I look
forward to hearing the music
we’ll make together in the
fall.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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We will return to single 10am services on Sundays this summer starting Memorial
Day weekend (May 29th). Our theme will be built around creation and the use of
Marty Haugen’s "Now the Feast and Celebration". We can also look forward to
welcoming a number vocal and instrumental soloists throughout the summer to
enhance our worship.
Wednesday Evening worship will be held outdoors at 7pm this summer under the
porte-cochere at the West Entrance (or in the Parish Room when the weather doesn’t
cooperate). Beginning on June 8th, the theme will be Favorite Bible Verses and will
feature homilists from Redeemer’s congregation as well as confirmation students
reading their faith statements. We will have worship booklets with hymn selections
created just for this series...and sidewalk chalk to boot!
Even though the Choir, Bells, and Percussion Group are going on hiatus, there are still
many upcoming musical events that you won’t want to miss this summer! A few big
ones can be seen below:
Gargoyle Brass, joined by organist Mark Sudeith and conductor Al Jackson, will
present a concert at Redeemer on Holy Trinity Sunday June 12th at 3pm. The
program includes pieces our congregation has heard before, but there will be
many others to hear!
June 19th will feature VBS themes and music as the first Sunday after this
summer’s Vacation Bible School Tree of Life taking place from June 13th-17th.
Sunday July 31st will be a Hymn Sing Sunday. There will be room to include many
hymns this morning – be sure not to miss!
Looking forward to a great summer, Redeemer. See you in church!

Graeme Shields

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF
REDEEMER'S HIGH SCHOOL &
COLLEGE GRADUATES!
COLLEGE and POST COLLEGE GRADUATES

ABIGAIL HOWELL

ALEX HUGHES

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY

B.S. in FINANCE & ACCOUNTING

B.A. in BIOLOGY with minors in

CONSULTANT, EY, CHICAGO

SPANISH & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

FOUNDED A STARTUP, WORKING AT
A HEALTHCARE MARKETING AGENCY

DELANEY MAHON

ELLA ROBERTS

NORTHWESTERN FEINBERG

VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

B.S. in HEALTHCARE LEADERSHIP

DOCTORATE of PHYSICAL MEDICINE (DPT)

CONTINUING CLASSES AT PURDUE

WORKING AT MIDWEST ORTHOPEDICS

NORTHWEST & WILL BE ATTENDING

at RUSH, CHICAGO

VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY IN THE FALL IN
THE ACCELERATED NURSING PROGRAM

Redeemer Lutheran Church

BRADY MCKAY
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
B.S in BUSINESS

STARTING A CAREER WITH A
WEALTH MANAGEMENT
COMPANY IN CHICAGO

GRACE MCCABE
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
B.S. in CINEMA with minors in NEWS &
MEDIA LITERACY and HUMAN RELATIONS

CURRENTLY WORKING IN MARKETING
AT UNIVERSITY OF IOWA HOSPITALS
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

COLE KORFIST

CODY MCKAY
HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

HINSDALE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA,

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA,
COMMERCIAL AVIATION &

BUSINESS

UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS

EVAN HUNTER

EVAN METZLER

GRANT HOWELL

PROVISO MATH & SCIENCE ACADEMY

DOWNERS GROVE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

TRITON COLLEGE

STILL DECIDING

INDIANA UNIVERSITY,
COMPUTER SCIENCE

MATTHEW HUGHES

MEREDITH LEE

HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI,

INDIANA UNIVERSITY,

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY,

BUSINESS

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

JACKSON LEVINE
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Thank you to all of the families,
Sunday School Volunteers, and
children who made this year so
special. In a time when the world is
trying to figure out how to come
together again after being apart for
so long, we are proud of the ways
that our Sunday School Program has
continued to offer safe opportunities
for children to continue learning
treasured stories of our faith. Thank
you to Frank Masek, Sarah McCabe,
Sarah Charles, Tracy Held, Melissa
Roberts, and Kate Sahlas for your
work with our children this year!
Sunday School
September!

will

return

in

CHILDCARE ATTENDANTS

FAITH MASEK
Mrs. Faith is a lifelong
Redeemer member and
Childcare Attendant.
Many children have
grown up enjoying
Sunday mornings
thanks to Mrs. Faith!

ELLA ROBERTS
Ella has grown up her
whole life at
Redeemer and has
extensive experience
as a nanny. We are so
excited to have her
join our Childcare
Team this summer!

Redeemer Lutheran Church

CHILD CARE IS BACK!
Childcare will be returning to
Redeemer this summer at our 10AM
service beginning on Sunday, June 5
for children five and younger. All
over the age of two are encouraged
to wear masks, though not required.
Please let us know if anyone in your
family is diagnosed with COVID-19
after using our Childcare Room so
that we can maintain our Contact
Tracing procedures. Families will be
notified anonymously that they
have been exposed if someone is
diagnosed with COVID-19. We ask
that
families
diagnosed
with
COVID-19 not utilize our Childcare
Room until they have tested
negative or are symptom free for
five days.
15
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 13 - 17, 2022 1:00PM - 4:00PM
There are only a few open spots left in
Redeemer's
Vacation
Bible
School
Program. Children 3YO who have
completed potty-training up to 5th grade
are encouraged to participate! Students 6th
- 12th grade are encouraged to volunteer!
Through skits, stories, and activities, kids
will learn what it means to be healthy in
body, mind and spirit.
Cost: $50 per Child / $80 per family
Scholarships ARE Available!
Volunteer Training:
Sunday, June 5 at 11:15AM
Wednesday, June 8 at 6:00PM
Sunday, June 12 at 11:15AM

PLEASE
REGISTER BY
SUNDAY, JUNE 5!

CONFIRMATION
On Sunday, May 1, eight students affirmed
the promises that were made for them at
their baptisms, and were confirmed at the
11:00AM service.
We are proud of the steps that these young
people have taken to claim their faith and
we look forward to all the ways that they
will participate in the life of the church.
Though Confirmation instruction is over
for the summer break, students are still
encouraged
to
come
together
for
opportunities
of
fellowship.
More
information about these events will come
in future email blasts.
Confirmation classes will resume late
August, with students in 6th, 7th, and 8th
grades encouraged to participate.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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JAKE PATTERSON

MEGAN PERDUE

RYAN SEPPANEN

BIANCA PEDERSEN

2022 CONFIRMANDS

BEN THOMPSON

Redeemer Lutheran Church

MADDIE TEMPLE

CAMDEN SIEBEN

MARKUS SFETCU
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES SURVEY

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: UPCOMING EVENTS

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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REDEEMER AT THE MOVIES
SATURDAY, JUNE 18
TIME: TBD
LIGHTYEAR is the highly anticipated
"origin story" of the character
Buzz Lightyear (of Disney Pixar's Toy Story
franchise) in which Buzz will embark on
an intergalactic adventure
with a group of ambitious recruits
and his robot companion.
If your family is interested in participating
in this event, please RSVP with Tyler by
Sunday, June 5 so that we can try to have
an accurate idea on how many seats to
reserve. Info and registration link will be
found in your upcoming email blasts.
Parents are encouraged to accompany
their children for this event.

THIS FILM IS RATED PG
FOR ACTION/PERIL

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Congregational Meeting Recap
BY MISSY ROBERTS

During our Congregational Meeting on May 22nd, Pastor Katie
shared the State of the Church Report, reminded us what a good
foundation our church is built on, and encouraged us to commit
to Redeemer’s future through prayer, participation and pledges.
We heard the call and participated by adopting the 2022-2023 budget after Mike
Huseth walked us through the process and overview, and by approving our new
Church Council Members: Linda Carpenter, Vice President; Gail McCarthy, Secretary;
Kim Enders, Treasurer; and Bob Angelica, Frank Masek and Charles Workman, AtLarge Members. Trish Rosland provided the latest Reopening Redeemer news and the
Meeting emcee, outgoing Council President Sue Metzler, reviewed details of the 2022
Endowment Fund Grants before leading us into the 2022 Redeemer Vision project’s
Purpose statement, Principles, and Priorities of Connecting, Equipping and Impacting
– along with Vision Committee members Camille Pryber, Steve Patterson, and Will
Swenson. The meeting was held in person and also on Zoom.

2022 Endowment Report
BY SUE METZLER

The Endowment Committee was tasked with providing grant money to committees
within our church and a few with whom we've partnered with for many years. This
year there were 12 grant requests cumulatively totaling $46,820. The Finance
Committee granted us $30,000 to distribute, so we had our work cut out for us. The
Endowment Committee discussed how the monies should be allocated. Due to the
number of requests and Redeemer's 100th Anniversary, we needed to decide how best
to divide the funds. We went over each request and discussed which were most in
need given the circumstances. Although we wished to have been able to fulfill each
request, we simply could not do so. After much consideration and thoughtfulness, we
divided the funds in a manner which we felt fair and deserving given the overall
amount. We feel the requests chosen will benefit the congregation and are aligned
with Redeemer's mission statement.
THE RECIPIENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:

100th Anniversary Committee
Property Committee
Worship and Music-Organ
LCFS-Backpacks
Holy Family Ministries
Reopening Redeemer Committee
Love, INC.
Lutherdale

Dave Mahon
Trish Rosland
Sue Metzler

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Weekly Bible Study
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

Bible Study
Want to dig deeper into the Bible but don’t know where to start? Have you ever
wondered about the back story of some of those hard-to-understand Sunday
readings? Would you like to get together with friendly folks for a hour a week to talk
about what really matters?
Consider joining Tuesday Bible Study at 10AM!
After two years on Zoom we are ready to gather in person again in the Parish Room
(across the hall from the Sanctuary). Bring your Bible and your coffee. Mask or not as
you are comfortable. We’ll have study sheets ready for you and usually end by 11am.
This summer we will offer two different studies:
In June we will be having Classic Text Study. When we gather, we will read the texts
assigned for the Sunday to come. While Pr. Katie and Vicar Emily do prepare, they
are more than eager to help the group go with what interests them most. Oftentimes
ideas will inspire new directions in preaching! Participants often say that they learn
so much and feel like the Bible is opened to them in a whole new way.
In July we will use the summer Bible Study Pr. Katie wrote for Gather Magazine (the
magazine for Women of the ELCA). The Bible Study uses Redeemer’s Quilted
Community sabbatical of last summer for inspiration! You can subscribe to Gather
by calling 844-409-0567 or go to their website: www.gathermagazine.org. It’s just
$19.95 for 1 year / 6 issues. (P.S. Our own Elizabeth Hunter is the editor!)
In August we plan on taking a break as we say goodbye to Vicar Emily and hello to
Vicar Kelsey.
Look for text study to resume in
September. Come for one session or
come for all!
No experience is necessary!
Questions? Talk to Vicar Emily or
Pr. Katie

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION WORK
We invite you to join members of
Redeemer's Church and Community
group in attending District 86 Board of
Education meetings.
Redeemer has enjoyed coming together
with other area churches as we discuss
important diversity, equality, and
inclusion topics.

RECYCLING AT REDEEMER
Church and Community collaborated with
two Hinsdale area churches and SCARCE
for a successful recycle/shred event in
April. Over 200 cars dropped off recycling
for this event. Way to go!! We will resume
our monthly “small stuff’ recycling in
September. Thanks to all the volunteers
who made this effort possible. We are
making a difference for the future. Keep
used batteries, plastic bread tags, old keys
and expired prescriptions for the "small
stuff" events this fall.
DUPAGE UNITED
DuPage United has been instrumental in bringing
together community members and officials in Glen
Ellyn to develop affordable, sustainable and supportive
housing at a site which the city of Glen Ellyn purchased
at the corner of Roosevelt Rd. and Taft.
DuPage United also has groups working toward gun
safety and mental health. They held their annul
Assembly on May with 100 members and county
officials.
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Watch for information on a local tour of religious
buildings as we learn about the beliefs and practices
found inside.
Please join us at our next Church and Community
meeting via ZOOM on Thursday, June 2 at 5 PM. Reach
out to the church office or Mary Landis for the details

Mission Outreach
BY MARIE MCGANN

PADS MEAL DELIVERY
Despite the tornado sirens going off and rain
pouring down, 260 meals were delivered on
April 30th with our neighbor Zion Lutheran.
Thank you Dirk Landis for leading the group
and to volunteers Marie McGann, Linnea
Wilson, Carl and Kathy Manofsky, Gail and Bill
McCarthy and Jo Changelian.
The next Redeemer meal delivery will be
Saturday, July 30th. Signup coming in June.
RE:NEW POP-UP STORE SUCCESS
On Palm Sunday, Mission Outreach organized a pop-up
shop. Re:New serves refugee women in helping to
resettle around DuPage County by learning to sew in
addition to learning English.
Redeemer raised $1,500 from sales and donations,
which is enough to fund their sewing classes for the rest
of the year! Thank you for your support Redeemer! For
more information: www.renewproject.org
LWR School Kits
will again be part of
our summer mission
opportunities. Please
look for information
in July on making
school kits at home.
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MO looks forward to
hearing about the HinesShah's trip to Tanzania
and how the congregation
may help to support the
organizations that they
will be visiting. Look for
more information in July.
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Finance Update Summer 2022
BY MIKE HUSETH

As we head into Summer, we are in the final stretch of the annual budget process. This
exercise has been a bit more challenging the last few years due to the financial
uncertainty caused by the pandemic. There have been many churches that entered
uncharted waters due to fiscal hardship and have not fared well. Thankfully,
Redeemer has been able to steer clear of those monetary pitfalls. We have met and
exceeded our budgetary expectations in each of the last two years and our Total Assets
less Renovation Project Funds have increased by approximately $60k. We are again
proposing a decrease in Revenue and Expenses, but the congregation has seen to it
that the church has met his obligations consistently.

As it stands at the end of ten months of our 2021-22 Fiscal Year, Redeemer is $23k
(4.4%) ahead in Offerings while our Expenses are up $2k (0.5%) compared to the same
period last year. However, we have recently received a few large donations that were
usually given in the second half of the year and therefore accounted for in this fiscal
year instead of FY 2022-2023. The church continues to stand in a strong financial
position. The Balance Sheet Total Equity figures continue to hold at $1.3 million. As
a percentage of Total Assets, the quarter-end distribution was as follows: 58.4% in
Restricted Funds, 24.3% in Special Designated Purpose funds, and 17.2% in
Unrestricted/Undesignated funds. Although the Unrestricted funds rate is lower than
we have experienced in the recent past, we have 4.7 months of cash reserves at the
current expense rate.

Mike Huseth
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Reopening Redeemer Task Force
BY KRIS MAHON

I am reporting from the Reopening Redeemer Task Force Committee of which I am a
member and also includes Pastor Katie, Lanny Wilson, Connie Bothen, Sue Metzler
and Trish Rosland.
As of our last meeting on May 10th, the committee has kept the current protocols in
place. However, we are currently watching DuPage County’s rising cases and what that
may mean for Redeemer in the next few weeks. The new CDC measurement of
community levels now consist of Low, Medium, and High. The level a county is at is
determined by new admissions and inpatient bed cases in the past 7 days. DuPage
County is in the Medium level as of May 10th.
If there is an increase to the High level, Redeemer will return to mandatory masking
indoors, communing in pews, and outdoor only coffee hour.
The Reopening Redeemer Taskforce will continue to monitor current levels and will
meet as needed no later than August 9th.
As of 5/10/22

Redeemer Indoor Worship Protocols

Revisit 8/9/22

Redeemer’s Reopening policies for indoor worship services have not changed.
Protocols
Masks are recommended for all attendees at indoor worship but not required.
Please continue to socially distance as you choose your seat.
Congregation singing will be offered several times in the service. While singing is
not “safe” many feel singing is worth the risk and will provide a spiritual boost.
You may come forward to receive the communion elements, then return to take
prepackaged communion in your seats.
Unchanged is our commitment to an excellent virtual worship experience. Our
Sunday worship services will continue to be available virtually as well as in-person.
Worship is at the heart of what we do at Redeemer. Throughout the pandemic, we
have experimented, made mistakes, forged new trails, and found exciting new ways to
worship together safely. As we go forward from here, we are committed to
worshipping in a way that welcomes all to encounter the grace of God in Jesus. We
gather, hear the Word, share in the meal, and are sent to do God’s work in the world.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Vision and Mission: Where to From Here?
BY WILL SWENSON & PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

Vision and Mission has been quite the labor of love for the committee members over
this past year and a half. It was summarized very well in an update during the recent
Congregational meeting on May 22, that we dedicated a lot of time but also had a
great deal of fun. The committee members can now breath a sigh of relief (albeit
small) now that the preliminary process has finished. That doesn't mean the work is
finished. That part is now up to the collective efforts of the congregation.
After all the hard work that has been accomplished, we now have our marching orders
set before us. What is it, you may ask? Well in short, it's the three "P's". I know we've
heard an awful lot about PPP this and PPP that from the finance chair related to
government loans and Redeemer's financial health, but these three P's are so different!
Imagine yourself on a path in a foreboding forest...then before you comes a fork in
the path. One path leads down a dark and dreary lane, but the other, off to a bright
and welcoming clearing where you can vividly see what is in front of you. Not only is
it bright and clear, there is also a post with directional signs!
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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This is where we are as a church. We've done the
work and are now ready to embark on where we go
next. This is no small feat and we should be proud
of not only where we are now, but where we have
been and where we will be.
I can't help but imagine that two to three
generations after our pioneering forebears, we are
at a renaissance or new beginning of ministry. How
fortunate are we to be a part of this? My heart is
overjoyed and brimming with admiration for my
fellow committee members and also the collective
Redeemer membership that believed in this cause
and contributed so generously. Thank YOU!
Below you will find the details of how we did this
and what we will be doing going forward.

Vision Process Results
After a year’s worth of work the Vision Steering Team is proud to present Redeemer’s
new Purpose Statement as well as our Principles and Priorities!
At little background: A year ago Redeemer won a grant from the Metro Chicago
Synod to pay for a Lutheran Consultant to help us with this work. Pr. Dave Daubert
partnered with our team: Kris Mahon, Sarah McCabe, Tom Malkoski, Susie Metzler,
Steve Paterson, Camille Pryber, Will Swenson, and Pr. Katie.
First we spent time listening.
In our “Listening to our Neighbors” series individuals in the Vision Steering
Committee and Congregation Members met with 21 community leaders. The
experiences were very positive for both the community leaders and the interviewers.
In our “Listening to God” series we developed a devotional that paired baptismal
promises with artwork from our church and a short essay by our pastor, our vicar, or
Pr. Dave. Small groups completed these devotions over the course of five weeks.
Overall we had over fifty responses from groups.
To capture more congregational participation Pr. Dave had us incorporate the
“Listening to God” aspect of our work into a February sermon series. We received
over 150 group response sheets over three worship services.
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Then we synthesized all the information we
received in a leadership retreat in March.
All these materials were gathered by our Vision &
Steering Team and were reviewed at a retreat. Staff,
Council, and Vision & Steering Team were required
to attend, congregation leaders were invited to
attend. About 30 people RSVPed and (after a couple
of COVID absences) about 25 attended. Over the
course of a morning, we complied initial responses
with Pr. Dave’s oversight. We also had donuts.
Next we drafted our Purpose, Principles, and Priorities.
Based on our initial work, Pr. Dave took a first stab at compiling our Purpose,
Principles, and Priorities. The Vision Steering committee offered their comments and
Pr. Dave refined. We presented this version to staff and council for initial reflections.
We shared this draft with member Jim Toomey who mocked up a one-page
presentation for us. After one more refinement, the Vision Team shared their final
draft with council. With council’s approval, the team presented our work at our May
22nd Congregational Meeting.
What comes next?
Our Purpose, Principles, and Priorities will be used by various congregational
committees going forward. We hope to work on people, plans, and practices over the
summer for a full implementation come fall. In the fall we plan a preaching and adult
forum series that will highlight parts of the plan and encourage congregation
members to take part.
A new vision is not just a document
to put on a poster or a shelf, but
must be lived. We are excited to see
what directions the Holy Spirit
leads us in next. Thank you to all
who participated, especially Pr.
Dave Daubert, the Vision &
Steering Committee, Redeemer’s
Council, other leaders, Redeemer
Members,
and,
Community
Leaders who took part!
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Sidebar: What are Purpose, Principles, and Priorities?
Purpose is our mission statement. It describes something already true about a
congregation, but is also somewhat aspirational. We heard “unity” a lot in our
discussions with Redeemer members but also a deep desire to embrace change. Our
consultant, Pr. Dave said, “It’s a special church that can have the word change in its
Purpose Statement.” We are proud!
Principles are behaviors we already exhibit and should be noticeable by those who
encounter us. When we live out our principles we are at our best – following them
should make everything we do better. Examples: Caring for one another - In our
devotions we heard many stories of how individuals felt cared for during hard times
by fellow members. Joyfully serving – Living out our faith through service is
something we heard about frequently in sermon notes and is something we want to
pass on to our children.
Priorities are those general areas where we will focus in the next year. Knowing we
can’t be all things to all people, this is a way of focusing our attention and energy.
Some of our priorities are things we are already doing – like encountering Christ in
worship. Others will be new to us – Bearing Witness is a challenge for Mainline
Protestants, and yet is something we need to work on if we are going to grow as a
church.
Next we will be working on People (who will do these things) and Plans (what exactly
will we do). Look for more information this fall!

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Church News
BY CINDY CIMO

Weddings
Lauren Moeller and Vince Jaron were
joined in marriage on Saturday, March
26th in Chicago. Pastor Katie officiated
the wedding ceremony. Parents are
Jennifer and Tom Moeller.

New Members
Sarah and Lindsay Fertig-Johnson
Sarah and Lindsay Fertig-Johnson come to
Redeemer from the New York City metro
area. The moment they set foot in Redeemer
Sarah and Lindsay knew they were at home.
Avid hikers, Sarah and Lindsay love the
outdoors and spend their free time biking and
hiking with their dog, Dietrich (DiDi) Bonehoeffer. Sarah serves as a manager for REI
and Lindsay serves at a faith-based non-profit
in Washington DC. They are both LDA
deacons and are excited to be a part of
Redeemer's rich community.
Lori & Justin Perdue; Lauren, Claire, &
Megan
The Perdues are thrilled to join RLC!
Justin is a Sr. Portfolio Manager at First
Midwest Bank, Lori is a certified
personal trainer/nutrition coach. Lauren
will be a Senior at Iowa State in the fall
majoring in Mechanical Engineering,
Claire will be a Sophomore, and Megan a
Freshman at LTHS in the fall.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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New Members, cont.
Graeme Shields
Graeme lives with his wife Gaby and
their two pets: Nora the rabbit and Nellie
the dog. Together they live in Oak Park
and are enjoying expeditions in and
around Chicago as they get to know their
new home. Aside from working as the
Director of Music and Worship at
Redeemer, Graeme is a composer and
organist that focuses on new music. He is
also an avid coin collector, loves to draw,
and enjoys themed dinners, movie
nights, and puppy play dates with his
neighbors.

Jennifer & Troy Flick, Aviana, and
Harlow
Troy and Jennifer Flick moved to La
Grange
in
January
2020
from
downtown Chicago. They have 2
daughters, Aviana (5) and Harlow (2).
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Death in the Church Family
Robert K. Jauch
Robert (Bob) K. Jauch age 85, died on
March 13 2022. Loving husband of the
late Elaine Jauch for 60 years. Father
of Glenn (Alice) Jauch and Karen
(Joseph) Kinahan. Grandfather of
Kaitlin, Kevin and Kelly Kinahan &
Jake and Monica Jauch. Twin brother
of Richard Jauch (Judy) and the late
Kenneth (Caroline) Jauch.
Born in Chicago, IL to Evelyn and
Max Jauch. Bob attended Lane Tech
High School and went to DeVry
Technical
Institute
earning
an
Associates Degree in electronics. He
loved auto racing and raced on a team
until 1965. He worked in the auto
industry for most of his career.
In retirement, he worked at Fuller’s Hardware in Hinsdale where he enjoyed seeing
and helping customers with their hardware and home repair needs. He also was an
avid hunter in his younger days.
Bob enjoyed living! He had a will to live and kept busy with home projects, and more
recently at Cordia Senior Residence where he lived for the last three years with arts
and crafts. He liked to feel needed and productive. He was proud to be an American
and proud to be a Veteran for his service in the United States Coast Guard. He will be
greatly missed by friends and family.

Harlow Jahnke
Harlow Jahnke, 87 years old,
former Redeemer member
died on March 28 in Colorado.
Pastor Katie officiated at the
graveside burial in Bronswood
Cemetery, Oak Brook, IL.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Thank You!
Photo Directory Thank You!
Thank you to Gail McCarthy for coordinating our volunteers
for the photo directory! Gail was essential to lining up all our
wonderful volunteers that served on Sundays signing people
up for appointments, making phone calls, and hosting on our
photo shoot days.
Thanks to all these photo directory volunteers:
Gail McCarthy, Sue Graunke, Jo Changelian, Marcelle Vogel,
Steve Patterson, Sue Metzler, Karen Johnson, Gwen
Entsminger, Linnea Wilson, Mary Landis, Sue Murphy, Linda
Carpenter, Karen Burns, Julie Schwab, and Bruce Forbush

Redeemer’s 100th Birthday Celebration Thank You!
Thank you to the Women’s Connection for all your time
and hard work on our 100th Birthday Celebration!
Special thank you to Marge Chapello, Jo Changelian,
Marilyn Lindberg, and Kathy Selcke.
Thank you to everyone that helped with the special
celebration on May 8th: Allison Lippold, Candy Hoyt,
Lindy Hoyt, Jennifer Jeske, Craig Chapello, Ron
Lindberg, Steve Selcke, and Ralph Homann

Memory Wall Thank You!
A special thank you to Cay Warner and
Carrie Gromer for collecting, organizing,
and displaying Redeemer’s Memory Cards,
photographs, and memorabilia in the Parish
Room. We really appreciate the giving of
your time and talent!
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Thank You Church Council!
Thank You to all our Church Council Members!
We are so grateful for our wonderful church council members that volunteer their
time and service to Redeemer. Many thanks for all you do!
Outgoing Council Members:
Secretary: Melissa Roberts
Treasurer: Mike Huseth
Members at Large: Pat Quast, Juliana Medrado-Gary, Steve Selcke
New Church Council Members:
Vice President/President Elect: Linda Carpenter
Secretary: Gail McCarthy
Treasurer: Kim Enders
Members at Large: Bob Angelica, Frank Masek, Charles Workman
Council Members Continuing with 1 year to serve:
President: Dave Mahon
Financial Secretary: Chris Rusthoven
Members at large: Trish Rosland & Steve Patterson

Faithful Gardeners are Back
All help is welcome to keep our Redeemer gardens beautiful and welcoming! We work
as a group for an hour. Redeemers Faithful Gardeners meet the second Saturday of
each month and reschedule for the third Saturday if we have a rain out. We do light
weeding, clean up, and watering. A great family activity!!
Mark your calendars for the next 2022 Gardening Date: Saturday, JUNE 11 8am-9am
2022 Gardening dates:
June 11
July 9
August 13
September 10
October 8

Redeemer Lutheran Church

If you cannot make the
regular group work days,
contact Cindy or Connie
Bothen for a space to work
on when you have time. A
yard waste bag is kept open
in the garbage closet.
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Dates to Know.
Voting/Polling Location at Redeemer
Redeemer will once again be a Polling Location
for the Primary election on Tuesday, June 28th.

Summer Worship Schedule
Summer Worship Schedule begins on Sunday,
May 29th (Memorial Day Weekend). We move
to a single service on Sundays at 10:00 AM. We
continue our Wednesday Worship Service at
7:00 PM outside the West entrance under the
porte-cochere. Please bring your own chair. In
case of rain, we will meet in the Parish Room.

Altar Flower Donations Welcome!
We have openings in June through August for Altar Flower donations. Please consider
donating two arrangements in honor of a birthday, anniversary, or any special
occasion. We can order the flowers for you if you prefer. Sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway. Contact the church office if you have any questions.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Church Photo Makeup Opportunities
Photo Directory Information for Submitting Photographs
Thank you to everyone who came in to have your picture taken for our new
directory!
If you couldn’t make it to Redeemer for your photo there are other opportunities in
June (at the locations/dates below) to get your photo taken. Please call their
coordinator directly to schedule your appointment. If you can’t make those dates, feel
free to submit a digital photo of your family to be included in the directory. Send
them to office@redeemerhinsdale.org by June 30. Call the office if you have any
questions (630-323-5530). Thank you!
Grand Haven Community
1520 Grand Haven Road
Romeoville, IL 60446
Coordinator: Donna Kilinski
Phone: 815.954.9657
Photo dates: 6/7 and 6/8
Lombard Assembly of God
447 W. North Ave.
Lombard, IL 60148
Coordinator: Spring Sullivent
Phone: 630.629.3388
Photo date: 6/21
St. Daniel the Prophet Parish
5300 S. Natoma Ave.
Chicago, IL 60638
Parish Office: 773.610.0110
Coordinator: Sandy Lyen
Phone: 773.218.1559
Photo dates: 6/24 & 6/25
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Hines-Shah Family News
The Hines-Shahs have an exciting
summer ahead of them!
After ten years of living in the extra
Episcopal parsonage, the Hines-Shahs
are moving to their own home at the
end of May! Their new address is 221
W 3rd St, Hinsdale. They hope to have
an open house this fall! Thanks to all
those who have helped with the move!
In June the Hines-Shahs will take their
long-postponed trip to Tanzania! This
is the trip that they planned way back
in 2019 when we applied for (and won)
the Lilly Sabbatical Grant. Vicar Emily
and our own Pr. Linnea Wilson will be
on hand while Pr. Katie is away.
The Hines-Shahs will be in Tanzania
for three weeks. During this time they
will go on safari, visit a Lutheran
community on the slopes of Mt.
Kilimanjaro, relax on the beaches of
Zanzibar, and tour the LWR Quilt
Distribution Center in Dar Es Salam.

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Look for an adult forum and opportunities
to support Tanzanian mission projects when
they return. Please pray for their health and
safety while they are gone!
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Quilter's Corner
BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Join the Quilter's Group from Church or Home
Redeemer’s Mission Quilters are always in need of volunteers that can work at church
or at home. The Quilters meet on Wednesdays from 9:00am until noon in the
Fellowship Room. Mission quilts go to Lutheran World Relief and locally when a need
arises. Quilt display Sundays are Palm Sunday, the last Sunday in September, and the
first Sunday in December. The quilters feel they get more from their time together
than what they give... and best of all it's fun, easy and free.
Mission Quilting Tasks at Church:
We offer onsite training, please note most tasks do not require sewing!
Teams of 3-4 people, assemble, tie, pin the quilt bottom, batting, and top together
Measure tops (60” x 80”) and bottoms (64” x 84”) from donated like new cotton
sheets & purchased fabric
Match bottoms and tops into sets ready for quilting
Cut batting (60” x 80”)
Iron tops and bottoms
Use the sewing machine to stitch the edge to complete the quilt
Sort donated fabric/sheets/thread
Mission Quilting Tasks You Can Do from Home:
Open, trim, and wash contour sheets, curtains, and duvets
Cut fabric into 11" or 21" squares using a template and circular cutter
Sew large squares together to make a 60" x 80" quilt top-for example: 12 21"
squares make a quilt top with a 1/2" seam
Twice a year drive boxed quilts and kits to Elgin for shipping to the Baltimore
Lutheran World Relief warehouse
The Redeemer Quilters are thankful for the monetary donations and the purchasing
of quilts. All funds help to buy fabric, maintain our sewing machines, and purchase
batting. We always appreciate fabric and thread donations.
The quilters boxed and sent 85 quilts to Elgin for shipping to the LWR warehouse.
Another shipment will be delivered in October. We hope to make at least 200 quilts
this year. Please join us on Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Room. All
volunteers welcome!
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Redeemer Turns 100!
BY KATHY SELCKE

In 1922, a group of members from Zion Lutheran Church, a German speaking
congregation, broke away to form a new English speaking congregation which became
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church. 100 years on, we have much to celebrate!
Upcoming anniversary events planned for the year are listed below:
Trivia Night—Friday, June 10 for adults only at Sauced Pizzaria in Hinsdale. See
additional details below.
Redeemer Picnic—Sunday August 28th. We'll have 100th Anniversary items and
assemble a Time Capsule to bury for the next 100 years!
Special Anniversary Concert—Instrumental and choral music with special guests
on Sunday, October 23.
Special Reformation/Anniversary Service, Sunday, October 30 followed by:
100th Anniversary Luncheon, Sunday, October 30, at LaGrange Country Club.
Includes a special toast, special guests, and a raffle.
You can find details on the 100th Birthday Celebration flyer in the church office. Let's
all enjoy fellowship and reflect on years together as faithful members of this
wonderful Christian community.
As
we
celebrate
the
100th
anniversary of Redeemer, join us for
fun and fellowship at an adults-only
Trivia Night. June 10 at 6PM.
Hosted by Sara & Scott Spaniol - this
event will take place at Sauced
Pizzeria (formerly Baldinelli's) in
Hinsdale. Cost is $15/person and
includes pizza, pasta, and salad.
Wine/beer/soft drinks are available
for purchase.
Click HERE to RSVP via Sign-up Genius. You may sign up in teams of two or four OR
we can place you on a team with others. If you sign up to attend, we expect that you
will honor that RSVP as space is limited to 48 participants and there may be a waitlist.
Please text or call Julie Schwab (630-805-1982) if you have questions or need to cancel.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
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Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

That Little Extra
Growing up on a small family farm,
we had many jobs to do, especially
since our two major farm chores
involved milking dairy cows and
growing tobacco. Mom, Dad, my six
siblings and I could do most of the
work since the jobs were pretty
ordinary, but the success of our
farm–what made it extraordinary–
was that little extra that our parents
encouraged us to do. Maybe that was
part of the reason why, even though
our parents did not graduate from
high school, my siblings and I all
graduated from college; and several
of us went on to receive advanced
degrees. It was that little extra.

“We cannot all do great
things. But we can do small
things with great love.”
-Mother Teresa
Redeemer Lutheran Church

One ordinary job, done with that little
extra care, helped to increase the
selling price of our tobacco. After
stripping the large tobacco leaves off
their stalks, we would wrap a tobacco
leaf around the base of the ‘hand’ full
of leaves we were holding. That
wrapped ‘hand’ of tobacco leaves was
then placed into a pile beside our chair.
This action was repeated until the pile
of ‘hands’ was large enough to pack out
to the barn. In the tobacco barn, that
little
extra
care
was
especially
important. If those ‘hands’ of tobacco
were stacked (an act that we called
“bulking” the tobacco) with excellent
care, Dad assured us that we had
helped to increase the value of our
tobacco crop. Dad was known as an
extraordinary tobacco farmer, partially
because of that little extra attention to
detail which no ordinary farmer could
achieve. My brother, Wayne, continued
that tradition during his very successful
career as a tobacco farmer.
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Throughout my medical career and my
spiritual life, I have often thought about
how something ordinary could be made
extraordinary with that little extra time,
attention, or God-like love. Mother
Teresa was famous for doing small
things with great (God-like) love. We
honor people when we listen to them.
We show others respect when we hold a
door or keep the elevator from
slamming shut as they are approaching.
My wife, Linnea, is extraordinary when
it comes to hand-writing personal thank
you notes and condolence messages. In
the operating room, it only takes that
little extra attention to detail to turn an
ordinary
wound
closure
into
an
extraordinary one. As I drive around
town or the country, I see well-groomed
lawns and gardens where that little extra
care, has transformed an ordinary space
into a lawn or garden that is
extraordinary to behold.

“The difference between
ordinary and extraordinary is
that little extra.”
-Jimmy Johnson
It's often said, ‘Do your best and you will
have no regrets.’ Doing our best takes
focus, living in the moment, and being
aware of what we are trying to
accomplish. Amazingly, doing our best
does not take much more energy than
just ‘getting the job done’, but it can
achieve extraordinary results. When we
do our best by giving the ordinary tasks
that little extra, the extraordinary result
is so rewarding that we are often
refreshed by the outcome. The end
result may be praise from our
coworkers, extra notice from our boss, a
salary increase, or a better job. The most
rewarding aspect of extraordinary work
is the joy we feel in helping others.
Maybe this is because we are in harmony
with God’s purpose for us, in those
moments, transforming ordinary lives
into extraordinary ones, serving our
neighbors with great love.
In God’s love,

Lanny F. Wilson, MD
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