THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

FALL 2022

Redeemer Record
PASTOR'S COLUMN
God is intimately involved in
our lives for the purpose of
giving us "a future and a
hope".
Read More on Page 2

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
After many conversations
with families and members of
our Redeemer community,
there seems to be an
overwhelming desire to "come
back".
Read More on Page 4

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Beginning on Sunday,
September 11th, we will return
to 8:30am in-person and
11:00am services in-person
and Zoom.
Read More on Page 10

Pastor's Column
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

This summer, thanks to the generosity of the
Lilly Foundation and the good graces of
Redeemer, the Hines-Shah family was able to
travel to Tanzania for a once-in-a-lifetime
trip. We went on safari, we visited Lutheran
churches and mission projects, we spent time
on the beaches of Zanzibar. It was amazing
and magical – even if it wasn’t exactly what
we had planned.

For I know the plans for you, says
the Lord, plans for your welfare
and not for harm, to give you a
future and a hope.
- Jeremiah 29:11

You may recall, Redeemer first applied for
the grant way back in 2019 with the
intention of a 2020 sabbatical. And then
COVID happened. All our plans changed. I
took time off in summer of 2021 (and
Redeemer created our Quilted Community
Quilt), but the trip to Africa had to wait until
this summer. A couple more years meant
that flight rules changed – we didn’t have to
test before going or before coming back.
Everyone in our family was able to be
vaccinated and boosted. I was in better
shape, Jay was more established at his
new(er) job, and John and Betty were better
able to appreciate the awesome trip (and
make memories that will last). While things
didn’t turn out the way we had planned, the
vision stayed the same, and the results were
wonderful.

The human mind plans the way
but the Lord directs the steps.
-Proverbs 16:9
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This is a good lesson to keep in mind as we
start living into plans based on our vision work
of the last year. Committing to action is
exciting, but also a little anxiety inducing.
Post-COVID, a lot of us find it difficult to
commit to doing anything as we are so afraid
of having the rug pulled out from under us.
Being asked to commit to church seems risky.
It’s good to remember that this is why we
worked so hard on our purpose, principals, and
priorities. These make us more certain that
the plans we make are the next right
directions for Redeemer. And if individual
plans need to change, we can refer back to our
prior work and regroup. We do this knowing
that above and over all our plans, are God’s
plans. And this gives us great assurance.

The verse from Jeremiah, “For I know the plans I have for you…” is a favorite of confirmation
students (it’s one of my favorites too). It is a reminder that God is intimately involved in our lives
for the purpose of giving us “a future and a hope.” The Proverbs text tells us that our plans are
best lived out in the love and light of the Lord. Our confidence comes not in the knowledge that
we have chosen the best or only way, but that God is with us. Though the world may change, God
is with us, ready to transform our possibilities and to lead us to greater light.
This fall I am excited to live into Redeemer’s plans with you. We’ll be leaning into our vision for
the church through worship, study, prayer, and action. I’m eager to see where the Spirit will lead
us, knowing that it will be amazing.
Thanks be to God.

Redeemer Lutheran Church | Fall 2022

3

Christian Education
BY TYLER PARKS

As the summer winds down, it's hard not to
get excited for what is coming this Fall.
After many conversations with families and
members of our Redeemer community, there
seems to be an overwhelming desire to
“come back”.
In addition to this desire to come back, the
Youth & Family Team has been thinking
about Redeemer’s updated Vision and
Mission, which has generated plenty of
excitement amongst families regarding our
revised Wednesday Night Schedule. This
will move most of the programming offered
to Children, Youth, and Families to a single
night of the week. Children’s Choir,
Confirmation, and High School Youth Group
will all take place on Wednesday evenings.
With offering all of our programming on a
single night, we will also offer space for
children and students to work on homework
while their siblings or parents are engaged in
other Wednesday night programming.
Additionally, we hope that in a future where
COVID levels have gone down, we might be
able to offer a meal each week for families
and adults who are a part of multiple
Wednesday night activities.
We believe that these changes will help us to
Build Community as highlighted in the
priorities from our Vision work over the
summer. By offering additional spaces and
meeting the needs of children, youth, and
their families, we are working to turn
Redeemer
Lutheran
Church
into
a
Wednesday Night ministry hub in our
community.
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The programming and the utilization of our
spaces are the framework in which we can
invite new and diverse people into the life of
faith as we work to restore Christian
community as we come back from two years
of living through the COVID-19 pandemic.
Additionally, this update in our Wednesday
Night schedule will allow for greater
consistency in all of our programming areas.
Sunday School will become a weekly, hourlong experience between the 8:30AM &
11:00AM services. Confirmation and High
School Youth Group will take place on
Wednesday nights, 6:00PM-7:30PM &
7:00PM - 8:15PM respectively.
We are very excited about what the Fall will
bring for our ministries to children, youth,
and their families, but we need your help to
make it the best that it can be. I challenge
you to commit yourself and your family to
participating as much as possible in the
things we have going on at Redeemer this
Fall. It's going to be an awesome experience!
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Fall Programming
BY TYLER PARKS

The Start of Sunday School
Join us for the Fall kick off of our Sunday
School season on Sunday, September 11
between services! Come downstairs to our
Sunday School classrooms to meet your child's
Sunday School Teachers and fill out a
registration form. Classes take place between
9:45AM and 10:45AM and parents are always
welcome to stay with their children or attend
our Sunday Adult Forum upstairs in the Parish
Room across from the Sanctuary!

Confirmation (Beginning 6th-8th Grade)
The new year of Confirmation classes kick off
with Orientation Night on Wednesday, August
24th at 6:00PM. This will be an opportunity for
families to come and learn about what is planned
for the upcoming Confirmation season. Families
will also get to meet the Confirmation Guides and
get a taste for our program. Classes begin the
following week on Wednesday, August 31st at
6:00PM. A full schedule and page of resources
can be found on our website at:
www.redeemerhinsdale.org/confirmation

High School Youth Group
With a new night and a new time, High School
Youth Group moves to Wednesday evenings
from 7:00PM - 8:15PM. Join us for fun and
fellowship as we build community with one
another through weekly check-ins, games,
activities, and deep conversations about life and
faith.
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Fall Programming
BY TYLER PARKS

100th Anniversary Picnic
Our 100th Anniversary Picnic will take place on
Sunday, August 28th after the 10:00AM service.
We are so excited to celebrate with the
congregation and community as we enjoy great
barbecue, fun games, activities (including a Dunk
Tank!), and visits from the local Police and Fire
Departments. Special T-Shirts have been
ordered and a photo will be taken to put in our
100 Year Time Capsule, set to open in 2122! We
hope to see you there!
Fall Adult Forum Series

FALL ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE
9.11 FALL PREVIEW
9.18 ENCOUNTERING CHRIST IN WORSHIP
9.25 BEARING WITNESS
10.2 BUILDING COMMUNITY
10.9 FOSTERING A LIFE OF SERVICE
10.16 ALLEVIATING FOOD & HOUSING INSECURITY
10.23 IMPROVING MENTAL HEALTH

This year our Fall Adult Forum Series will
encompass the values and priorities that
were identified in the work that our Vision
Team facilitated earlier this year as we
reflect on our next 100 Years of ministry at
Redeemer. Check out the schedule and
make sure you join us each week between
services in the Parish Room, beginning
Sunday, September 11th and wrapping up
on Sunday, October 23rd.

Lutherdale Congregational Retreat
THIS RETREAT IS LITERALLY FOR EVERYONE!
Join us on our first ever Congregational Retreat
to Lutherdale the weekend of October 8-9. The
retreat will be a day (and over night) of fun and
fellowship for people of all ages and stages as we
enjoy a hybrid of facilities ranging from bunk bed
style cabins to hotel style private rooms. Sign up
for more information on the bulletin board in the
hallway or talk with Tyler!
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Fall Programming
BY TYLER PARKS

Fall Communion Class Orientation
Calling all families of 4th graders or older!
Redeemer will be hosting a Communion Class
Orientation on Sunday, September 25th for
families interested in sharing with their children
what our congregation believes about the
sacrament of Holy Communion. This class is for
children entering 4th grade or older. Class times
and structure will be determined by the size of
our class, so be sure to RSVP with Tyler or
Pastor Katie by Sunday, September 18!

3rd Grade Bible Class
Parents of 3rd Graders (and 4th graders that
were unable to attend last year!) we are looking
forward to hosting you all again this Fall!
Tyler will be reaching out to you to set up a time
and date for an interactive 3rd Grade Bible Class
where your students will receive brand new
Spark Children's Bibles!

Youth Summer Adventure Trip Recap
Thank you to everyone who supported our
Youth Summer Adventure Trip to the
Boundary Waters this summer. We had an
unforgettable experience in the stillness of
God's creation and would not have been able
to get there without your generous
contributions. To see a photo slideshow of our
trip, check out Redeemer's Facebook Page!
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR EMILY ERISMAN

For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

-Luke 12:34

This well known verse in scripture has caught
me off guard lately. It is so easy to gloss over
as something you’d see stitched on a pillow
or as a stewardship tagline. However, when
looking deeper there is significant truth that
resonates with this verse.
I know my time at Redeemer is a testament
to this statement. It’s not easy coming into a
new place with new people, unsure of how
readily you should open your heart. Yet here
is the secret, when you treasure that which
is in front of you, there is no way to stop
your heart from embracing it as well.
Redeemer has given me so much to treasure:
your kind words and support, opportunities
to learn and grow, and sharing of yourselves
and stories.

I thank you deeply for the blessings you have
been in my life. You have prepared and
equipped me into the next stage of my
ministry. I am ready to go and find where my
heart will be lead next. Yet, I will treasure
my time at Redeemer always.

This has been true from my
first day to my last. Making
me feel welcome through
conversations after worship,
cards at Christmas, even a
bridal shower, and still so
much more! You have shared
your time and talents,
whether showing me how to
quilt or helping set up for
Vacation Bible School. You
have been there on my good
days and bad and hopefully I
was able to do the same for
you.
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Hello! From Vicar Kelsey
BY VICAR KELSEY JOHNSON
"The beginning of internship is like drinking
from a fire hose.” I’ve heard this from many
people throughout my first week with
Redeemer, and am finding it to be true.
Redeemer has so many opportunities for
learning and growth in familiar and new
ministry areas!
I’m a life-long Lutheran and have lived many
different places including Tampa, Florida;
Austin, Texas; Madison, Wisconsin; and Des
Moines, Iowa. My ministry experience
includes a year in the Holy Land, a year with
ELCA Advocacy, six years in outdoor and
youth ministry, and many years working and
building community in coffee shops.
I have completed three years of academics at
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago,
and internship is my culminating year of the
Masters of Divinity Word and Sacrament
program. I enjoy a good cup of coffee, all
forms of art(especially making greeting
cards), cooking and baking, and walks with
my dog Mudge.

While the fire hose analogy is true in that
entering into a new community can seem like
“everything all at once”, I’ve been thinking
about this in terms of water as well. Water is
renewing, enlivening, sustaining, and a
reminder of Baptism. I appreciate the drenching
of care and kindness by this community’s
welcome, and have caught many glimpses of the
Holy Spirit at work in ministries throughout our
first week together, which affirm my sense of
Baptismal call to this time of growth and
learning in community with you all.
Thank you for the
welcome into this
time of ministry and
learning.
I am looking forward
to
our
year
together!

vicarkelsey@redeemerhinsdale.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church | Fall 2022

9

Music & Worship
BY GRAEME SHIELDS
Hello Redeemer!
Fall is just around the corner! As we get ready to return to
school schedules and fall traditions, so too will Redeemer
return to two services. Beginning on Sunday, September
11th, we will return to 8:30am and 11:00am services. We
will continue to offer a hybrid option at the 11:00am service
using Zoom.
To highlight our 100th Anniversary, the liturgy this fall will
utilize our principles that came out of Redeemer’s visioning
process: deepening our faith, caring for one another,
welcoming and including diverse people, giving generously,
joyfully serving, and courageously engaging. You’ll also
hear an expanded, and now finished, Centennial Mass
written especially for Redeemer’s anniversary to be used in
worship.
As many of you may already know, Redeemer is trying out a new
Wednesday night schedule this Fall beginning September 7th. We’re
viewing this as “Church Night” and it brings Children’s Choir, Alleluia
Ringers, Festival Choir, Youth Group, and Confirmation all together over
the course of the evening. This means that Children’s Choir will be moving
to 4:45-5:30pm on Wednesdays and that registration forms will be
available soon, including at Redeemer’s picnic on August 28th. Alleluia
Ringers rehearsal will move to 6:00pm-7:00pm and Festival Choir
rehearsal will stay at 7:30pm-9:00pm. More about each of these groups
can be found below.
We will also move to holding Wednesday night services seasonally (during
Advent, Lent, and Summer). This will help to make that service more
special and give staff more dedicated time to create a more cohesive and
distinct experience.
Finally, a part of this plan involves a 30min space to foster community
from 5:30pm-6:00pm. For now, we will plan to offer filling snacks and be
encouraged to bring food from home. Eventually, when our COVID
situation allows, we’d like to expand this into a meal. We hope there will
be a mingling between bell ringers and child singers, confirmands and
couples, families of all sizes and ages. This is our vision, so please: come,
stick with us, and see what Wednesdays are all about this fall!
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Children’s Choir will begin rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 7th and will meet
downstairs in the Sunday School rooms from
4:45pm-5:30pm. These rehearsals will involve a
combination of singing and use of percussion
instruments (ceramic bells, boom whackers,
maracas, drums, and much more). Parents will
need to register their children for this group, and
those forms will be available at church soon.
Following rehearsal, there will be a time for snacks
and food from home from 5:30pm-6:00pm.
Alleluia Ringers will begin rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 7th from 6:00pm-7:00pm
and will meet downstairs in the far Sunday School
room at the end of the hall. This new time allows
ringers to come to church early for snacks from
5:30pm-6:00pm.
Festival Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 7th from 7:30pm-9:00pm. Our
first rehearsal will be downstairs in the choir room. We have a number of exciting projects this
fall and winter, including joining Union’s choir and the Hinsdale Chorale to sing Dan Forrest’s
Requiem for the Living at an All Saints’ service on Sunday November 6th at 3pm at Union Church.
There is also some exciting pipe organ news on
the horizon: Bach Around the Block will return
on the afternoon of Sunday October 16th.
Please mark your calendars and join us for this
community organ crawl as we hear three short
organ programs at three different Hinsdale
churches: Zion, Union, and Redeemer! More
details to follow as we get closer to the date.
The following week, both Jared Stellmacher
and Heike Burghart Rice will return to
Redeemer to play an organ concert with
Graeme on Sunday October 23rd at 3pm. Jared
is coming from Wisconsin and Heike all the way from Pennsylvania! We look forward to seeing
you there!
I am especially looking forward to this fall and to making music with the children, bell ringers,
singers, and instrumentalists of our community. If you are interested in getting involved, please
don’t hesitate to reach out at music@redeemerhinsdale.org or by phone 630-323-5530 x404.
Musically Yours, Graeme
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Weekly Bible Study
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH
Bible Study is BACK
“Healthy churches engage in Bible Study.” - Pr. Dave Daubert Day 8 Strategies
Redeemer has offered a Lectionary Bible Study for more than a decade. A Lectionary Bible Study
is a study that focuses on the lessons we will read on the following Sunday. We read the Old
Testament Reading, Psalm, Epistle Reading, and Gospel together and pray the prayer of the day.
Some folks do a little reading and preparation before we meet – other people just come with their
Bibles. Together we consider what the Holy Spirit might be saying to us through the texts. Often
our ideas become part of the sermon for the next Sunday.
After conducting surveys and making phone calls we have determined that we will offer Bible
Study Tuesday mornings 10-11AM starting September 13th. We will gather primarily over ZOOM
(let Cindy know if you would like to receive the weekly Bible Study sheets and link). We will also
offer the opportunity to meet in person the first Tuesday of the month starting October 4th . You
can attend every week or every once in a while, but, of course, the more you attend the more you
get out of it. We may offer an evening option in the future – let Pr. Katie know if you would be
interested in attending an evening bible study.
Those who take part in Bible Study find that they reap great benefits. Attendees learn more
about the Bible, make friends with other Redeemer members, get to ask pastor their burning
questions, understand ALL of the weekly readings, and get to grow as disciples. If you have
questions or would like to know more, please let Pr. Katie know!

Fun Fact: Many denominations – Catholics, Presbyterians, Episcopalians,
Methodists, etc. use the lectionary, which means your friends from Grace
Episcopal, HUMC, and St. Isaacs are probably hearing sermons on the
same readings weekly. Coming to Lectionary Bible Study at Redeemer can
help you have more in- depth conversations with your friends!

Look for text study to resume Tuesdays
starting September 13th at 10AM. Come
for one session or come for all!
No experience is necessary!
Questions?
Talk to Pr. Katie
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Reopening Redeemer Update
BY KRIS MAHON
Reopening Redeemer Task Force Update as of August 9, 2022
The task force includes the following Redeemer members:
Pastor Katie, Lanny Wilson, Connie Bothen, Kris Mahon, Sue Metzler, Trish Rosland, and Graeme
Shields.
As of our last meeting on August 9, the committee has kept the current protocols in place. We are
currently watching DuPage County’s cases and they continue to be at a high level. The CDC
measurement of community levels consist of Low, Medium and High. All of which is determined by
new admissions and inpatient beds in the past 7 days. DuPage County is in the MEDIUM risk level.
During times of high transmission Redeemer will recommend (but not require) that all people wear
masks indoors regardless of vaccination status. Communing in pews will continue and pre-packaged
snacks will be provided for coffee hour.
Should DuPage County experience two successive weeks of medium transmission we will
recommend that people at high risk for contracting COVID, or those who come into regular contact
with people at high risk for contracting COVID, wear masks indoors. Church members may come
forward to receive communion. Rules regarding food will be reconsidered.
Regardless of community spread, all people at Redeemer are encouraged to stay up to date on
COVID vaccines and boosters, to stay home if they feel sick or test positive for COVID, to self
isolate for at least five days after a positive test (and to mask for five days after that when in
public), and to see a doctor if they are at high risk of getting very sick.
Masking is always allowed regardless of community transmission levels and free masks will be
provided to those who need them. Individuals may have a variety of reasons for choosing to mask
including: preparing for upcoming travel or upcoming surgery; caring for those at high risk for
contracting COVID or being at high risk themselves for contracting COVID; or working in
environments where they are regularly exposed to the public. Thank you for respecting the needs of
others as we navigate this next stage of the pandemic.
The Task Force will continue to monitor current levels and will meet as needed no later than
October 25th. If the community levels shift to medium or low we will meet sooner and adjust the
COVID procedures accordingly.
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Finance
BY KIM ENDERS & MIKE HUSETH

Redeemer Lutheran 2021-22 Fiscal Year End Financial Review
Redeemer ended the fiscal year ahead of budget on the Revenue side
and under budget for Expenses once again. As in the past, the
finance committee produced a conservative budget for FY22-23 with
a reduction in both Revenue and Expenses. We built in a budgeted
deficit of approximately $14k due to the difficulty in reducing our
pledges to various Mission &amp; Outreach programs but we felt
comfortable with these projections due to the past benevolence of
our parishioners.
For the 2021-22 Fiscal Year, Redeemer ended $43k (7.5%) ahead in
Offerings while our Expenses increased by $59k (11.8%) compared to
last year. However, we received a few large donations that were
historically given in the second half of the year and were therefore
accounted for in this fiscal year instead of FY 2022-2023.
The church continues to stand in a strong financial position. The
Balance Sheet Total Equity figures continue to hold at $1.3 million.
As a percentage of Total Assets, the quarter-end distribution was as
follows: 55.24% in Restricted Funds, 29% in Special Designated
Purpose funds, and 15.76% in Unrestricted/Undesignated funds.
While the Unrestricted funds rate is lower than we have experienced
in the recent past, we have 4.4 months of cash reserves at the
current expense rate.
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS
Join us at our monthly meetings the first Thursday of each month,
primarily via ZOOM, at 5 PM. Our next meeting is September 1st,
and we continue to plan initiatives as we build community within
Redeemer and the community that surrounds us. We are planning
to do another bus road trip, join with area churches for another
shred/recycling event, and attend District 86 Board of Education
meetings. The Recycling Cart will be in the hallway the first
Sunday of each month accepting used batteries of all kinds, natural
corks (not synthetic), plastic bread ties, old keys, and crayons. We
thank Bruce Forbush for bringing up the cart.

Mission Outreach
BY MARIE MCGANN & JAY HINES-SHAH
Mission Outreach would like to thank Mary and Dirk Landis
and Linnea and Lanny Wilson for their help on Saturday, July
30th distributing meals to PADS guests. Our next PADS meal
distribution will be on Saturday, October 29. Please look for
volunteer sign-ups beginning in October in the weekly eblasts on Wednesdays.
Join us for two Adult Forums on October 16th and 23rd,
where we will talk about volunteer experiences through
Mission Outreach. We will also host a speaker to discuss a
mission partners work on Redeemer's priorities: food and
housing insecurity and mental health.
If you're are interested in helping refugees, please plan on
attending a Refugee Project "brainstorming" meeting on
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:00pm at Redeemer. For
more information please contact Jo Changelian or Kris
Mahon.
Don't forget to pick up some backpacks for the annual LWR
backpack event. Check the weekly email for more info on
what to purchase and timelines. Backpacks are in the
gathering area across the hall from the church office.
Contact Jay Hines-Shah for more info!
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Faithful Gardeners
BY CONNIE BOTHEN
Faithful Gardener's Need More Help!
Families are welcome! More help is needed to keep the Redeemer gardens beautiful and
welcoming. We do light weeding, clean up, and watering. We could use more help picking up
twigs, trash, and maintaining the East side of the church grounds.
Redeemer's Faithful Gardeners meet the second Saturday of each month from 8am-9am (rain
date is the third Saturday of the month).
Additional gardening dates for 2022:
September 10
October 8
If you can't make the group work days, contact Cindy or Connie Bothen for a space to work on
when you have time. A yard waste bag is kept open in the garbage closet.
Current gardeners are:
Connie and Tom Bothen, South and West side of church
Bruce Forbush, rock areas
Pat Quast, East side
Pastor Linnea, North side
Natalie and Iris, North side
Gwen Entsminger, West entrance
Thank you to all our gardening volunteers!

Redeemer Quilters

BY CONNIE BOTHEN

September Quilt Sunday
Quilts will be on display Sunday September 25. Quilts are available for purchase, $40. Pay a
quilter or Cindy in the office. Donations are also accepted, all funds go for purchase of batting,
fabric, and machine repair.
Volunteers needed to help on Wednesday mornings in the fellowship room and drivers to take
quilt boxes to Elgin ( October) for shipping to the Lutheran World Relief Warehouse in Maryland.
More information? Talk to a quilter!
Redeemer Quilters: Bev Beener, Connie Bothen, Gwen Entsminger, Dick Goers, Sue Graunke,
Diane Homann, Elizabeth Hunter, Karen Johnson, Faith Masek, Hadley McCarthy, Sue Murphy,
Ann Roberts, Joan Rosland, Trish Rosland, Judy Rosland, Joan Romer-Sheppel, and Ellie Whitmer.
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Redeemer's 100th Anniversary Upcoming Events
BY MARGE CHAPELLO, MARILYN LINDBERG, AND KATHY SELCKE

Redeemer Annual Picnic-August 28th 11am
Please come to the annual picnic at Redeemer on
August 28, 2022, at 11 a.m. In addition to all the
fun and food, we will be closing the Time
Capsule, filled with items Redeemer members
have chosen. There is still time to bring items to
church as the capsule is placed in the hall. See
the list at church for ideas or add your own!

Organ Concert-October 23
Don’t forget the organ concert at church on
October 23. We welcome two close friends,
Heike Burghart-Rice and Jared Stellmacher,
who will present a not-to-be-forgotten
musical afternoon. Stay tuned for further
updates!
Redeemer's 100th Anniversary
Luncheon

Worship and

On October 30, 2022, a 100th anniversary
luncheon will be held at LaGrange Country Club.
Invitations will be coming out in September. The
luncheon will follow a special, single 10AM
Reformation and 100th Anniversary church
service.

The Lion King
Mark your calendar for the well-loved musical The
Lion King on Dec. 11, 2022, downtown. Discounted
tickets are available for $64.50 in the lower
balcony. Please let us know how many you want.
Any questions? Please contact Marge Chapello at
mchapello@comcast.net or 630-567-5721.
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Church News and Updates
BY CINDY CIMO

Losses in the Church Family
BARBARA MARIE KUJANPA-SANIIE
Barbara Marie Kujanpa-Saniie, loving wife and
mother of two children, passed away on
Wednesday, June 22, 2022. Barbara was born on
March 8th, 1943 in Erie, PA to Eino and Blanche
(Bergman) Kujanpa. She pursued her PhD in Art
History at the University of Chicago in 1980 and
was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to research
Akseli Gallen-Kallela who is best known for his
illustrations of the Kalevala, Finland's national
epic.
Her career spanned from Director of the Hyde
Park Art Center to art history professor at
Columbia College to grant writer for various
non-profits including Monroe Elementary School
in Hinsdale. On June 13, 1980, she married Jafar
Saniie. They raised two children: a son, Matthew
and a daughter, Jessica.
Barbara had a passion for knowledge and an insatiable curiosity. She was also a voracious
storyteller and this formulation truly made her a combination of family historian and human
encyclopedia. She constantly spent her time regaling her family with stories ranging from
Archimedes to growing up in postwar America to how the Impressionists were basically
scientists. She was a joyous member of Hinsdale Redeemer Lutheran Church for over 30 years
serving in various capacities from vacation bible school teacher to President of Redeemer Council.
She was known for her quick wit, continuous kindness, and willingness to break out in song at a
moment's notice.
Barbara was preceded in death by her father, Eino, her mother, Blanche, and her sister, Carol
Ann. She is survived by her husband Jafar, her two children, Matthew and Jessica, her sister
Susan, and one very special granddaughter, Corinne (Coco).
In honoring Barbara, the Barbara Kujanpa-Saniie Memorial Fund at Elmhurst Art Museum was
created. Contributions to this fund will support a free summer teen workshop and an artisteducator residency, which then produces curriculum shared throughout the year to other school
children. Elmhurst Art Museum, 150 S. Cottage Hill Avenue, Elmhurst, Illinois, 630-834-0202.
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RALPH PIERCE
Born on Oct 21, 1931, in Rockford, IL to Ray
and Ellen Pierce; Ralph was the fourth of
five children and is survived by his younger
sister Joyce Hobel. Ralph was in the ROTC
at West High School in Rockford. He served
in the 7th Infantry of the Army Medical
Service Corps from 1954 to 1956. Ralph
graduated from the University of Wisconsin
with a Bachelor's degree in Business
Administration in 1953.
While in High School Ralph met Virginia
“Ginny” Bergeron, the woman who would be
his wife of 63 years. Ralph and Ginny
married June 13, 1953. They lived in
Rockford, Chicago, and Park Forest before
settling in Hinsdale in 1960. For 54 years
Ralph worked in the Chicago Board of Trade
as an investment banker, specializing in
municipal bonds finance. He retired in 1998.
Throughout their adult lives, Ralph and Virginia were constantly active in their community.
Together they served in many roles at Christ Lutheran Church in Clarendon Hills and later
attended Redeemer Lutheran in Hinsdale. Upon retirement Ralph went to work as volunteer
assisting in the blood bank at Good Samaritan Hospital, working with Meals on Wheels, and
reading books and magazines for the Blind and Montessori pre-school.
Ralph’s stress relievers were golf and gambling. He enjoyed both taking gambling trips to Las
Vegas where he would gamble while Virginia went to shows. He was a lifelong sports fan, starting
with the West High Rockford Warriors and the Wisconsin Badgers. He roots for all the Chicago
sports teams, had season tickets to the Bears and Blackhawks for many years, and DID live to see
the Cubs win the World Series in 2016.
Ralph was proceeded in death by Virginia and is survived by their four children: Rich (Meg), Julie
Davidson (Dan), Jim (Cathy) and Karen Burns (Gary). There are 11 grandchildren and 3 great
grandchildren.
Ralph will be buried next to his beloved wife at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood
Illinois on July 1st. In lieu of flowers Ralph and the family request donations be made to DuPage
Seniors who sponsor the local Meals on Wheels programs.
www.dupageseniorcouncil.org/meals-on-wheels
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Additions to the Church Family
Jericho James Jakubek was
baptized on August 14.
Parents are Sarah Campillo
and Jacob Jakubek. Loving
grandparents are Melanie
and Matt Campillo.

Pastor Katie with:
Jericho Jakubek and
Francesca Kasprzak
for a double baptism
on August 14!

Corinne Presley Pearson was baptized
on July 31. Parents are Jessica Saniie
and Michael Anthony Pearson. Loving
grandparents are Jafar and the late
Barbara Saniie.
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Francesca Hazel Kasprzak was
baptized on August 14. Parents are
Katherine and Alex Kasprzak.
Loving grandparents are Kristin
and Frank Kasprzak.
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Vision and Mission: Priorities to Plans
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH & WILL SWENSON

It's really hard to believe that we are at this point in Redeemer's Vision and Mission process! We
have been interviewing, discussing, learning, sharing, and so much more. We are now at the point
where there is a plan of action to guide us as we forge ahead into a second century of ministry.
Looking back on how far we have come, I'm amazed at all the contributions we have received and
all the knowledge we have gained along the way. I can't help but think of the old adage "it takes a
village", because it actually did!
So much of this journey has been focused on Community, for what is our vision for the future if it
doesn't include that? Merriam-Webster defines community as "a unified body of individuals".
Whether we are united in Christ as at Redeemer or united by location as in Hinsdale and beyond,
we are in community together and this visioning course will ensure we are a better part of it.
As a continuation in the Vision and Mission process Redeemer began last year, on July 23rd nearly
30 Redeemer members gathered for a morning retreat to start to work on plans for the upcoming
year. With your insights and amazing ideas we came up with excellent ways forward. Our goal was
to have at least one Plan for each Priority. Below is a list of our Priorities, the Plans that are in
development, and the People who will help make them happen.
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1. Encountering Christ in Worship
Key Staff Person – Graeme Shields
Key Committee – Worship and Music

Worship is at the heart of all we do at Redeemer! The team thought a lot about what
our priorities are in worship. They decided to focus on Sunday worship and to end
year-round Wednesday worship, instead offering our shorter service just during the
summer, Advent, and Lent. They decided that online worship is here to stay but are
evaluating whether it makes sense to offer multiple services over multiple platforms.
We want to encourage people (who are able to do so) to return to in-person worship
and the important fellowship and community that happen here. Finally, the team is
aware that new worship volunteers are needed. They will be looking for ways to
recruit, train, and schedule folks to do this most important work of the church.

2. Building Community
Key Staff Person – Tyler Parks
Key Committee – Youth and Family

Connecting intergenerationally was a priority of this group. They talked about
reshuffling the Wednesday Night schedule to make room for a shared congregational
meal. The hope is that this will be a time for people to serve and to connect. While
COVID may delay the meal part of this plan, the group hopes to provide times and
spaces for the people of Redeemer to interact and get to know one another. A plan
already in the works is a fall retreat at Lutherdale in October. Kirsten Zalik is helping
to organize.

3. Fostering a Life of Service
Key Staff Person – Vicar Kelsey
Key Leader – Mary Landis and Susie Metzler

COVID has upended many of Redeemer’s traditional volunteering positions and
pathways. Mary Landis volunteered to interview staff to determine church
volunteering needs as a first step.
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4. Bearing Witness
Key Staff Person – Pr. Katie
Key Leader – Jim Toomey

We can’t hide our light under a basket, oh NO! Sharing the good news about
Redeemer requires a new look at our marketing strategy. Pr. Katie met with our own
Jim Toomey to talk about revamping the website, using a style sheet to create style
consistency in our newsletter, weekly emails, and Facebook posts. They are working
on developing an advertising plan for the next year that is stylish, affordable, and
sustainable.

5. Alleviating Food and Housing Insecurity
Key Committees – Mission Outreach/ Church and Community
Key Leaders – Kris Mahon and Jo Changelian

After our Lent Refugee Series lots of Redeemer members were interested in what
more we might be able to do. The team at the retreat decided that a winter focus on
refugees would be a useful next step. They will be meeting at an open house on
September 21st to decide on what that will look like. Anyone is welcome to join, check
upcoming communication for further details.

6. Improving Mental Health
Key Committees – Mission Outreach / Church and Community
Key Leaders – Charlie Workman and Pat Quast

A lot of people felt an affinity for work in mental health from a variety perspectives.
Knowing that so much good work happens out of our own Community House, the
group decided to look into joining the Walk the Walk – the Community House’s spring
fundraiser supporting their Counseling Center. Some of our members have chaired
the event in the past! Be on the lookout for more information about our plans in the
Spring.

The work is underway! If you would like to join any of these efforts, please contact
the staff person or key leaders listed. We are looking forward to a great year living
out our vision!
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Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS
Many friends have announced that they no
longer
watch
the
news;
many
are
discouraged; and many seem to be on the
brink of hopelessness. In my own areas of
influence, substance use overdose deaths
have been on the rise, suicides continue to
worry those of us concerned about mental
health disorders, and preventing tragedies
such as intentional deaths - which have been
increasingly occurring along the railroad
tracks - is part of the mission of my railroad
safety group. Concern about the state of the
world is not new. Two thousand years ago, a
follower of Jesus, Paul, wrote a letter of
encouragement to a group of his friends in
Philippi, a leading city in the province of
Macedonia. Even though imprisoned, he
wanted to reassure his friends that he was
okay, and he wanted to give them an
inspiring message in the midst of the
struggles they were enduring. Paul’s hopeful
letter arguably contains one of the most
inspirational messages in the Second
Testament of the Christian Bible. Before his
message, he calls upon the peace of God
which surpasses all understanding and
concludes with “…think about these things”.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things.
- Philippians 4:8
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For just a few minutes, think about these
things with me. True thoughts, words, and
deeds are fundamental to our humanity.
Science,
technology,
philosophy,
and
interpersonal relationships are influenced by
truth. We want it and we need it. Honorable
people uphold honesty and integrity. We are
surrounded by such people. Let us be this for
others. From the word Just, we derive the
word justice. It is guided by reason, fairness,
and morality. A just society is honest, truthful,
and virtuous. Pure substances are free of
contamination. Pure water is safe and lifesustaining. In His famous sermon on the
mount, Jesus says “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God.” That is
something for which we all might strive.
Pleasing is such a peaceful thought! When
something is pleasing, it is satisfying or
appealing. One can relax into it. Commendable
simply means that something or someone is
worthy of praise, trust, confidence, or
attention. How wonderful when we can praise
someone for their goodness. Once in a while,
we should take a break from the troubles of
the world and think about these things.
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In times of trouble, words of wisdom and inspiration can
provide hope and consolation. Whether heard in a speech or
seen in written form, words have the power to heal and the
power to bring peace during troubled times. Written on only
four pages, Paul’s letter to the Philippians is one of the
shortest books in the Bible. However, in the midst of this short
book, there is contained one of the most inspiring messages in
literature. The Latin phrase, “Quaecumque Sunt Vera”, was
adopted as Northwestern University’s official motto in 1890.
Translated, “Whatsoever things are true” the motto comes
from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter four, verse eight:
“Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”

“The life of the nation is
secure only while the nation
is honest, truthful, and
virtuous.”
-Frederick Douglass

In God’s Love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
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Things to Know
HELPFUL REFERENCES FOR REDEEMER INFORMATION AND UPCOMING EVENTS
There’s so much going on at Redeemer it’s easy to lose track. Here’s a quick listing of important
information you may find useful.
Information Available!
Minutes from Church Council Meetings and other committee meetings can be found in the
credenza across from the Gathering Room.
The Quilted Community Scrapbook is in the credenza across from the Gathering Room.
Fall Sunday Schedule
Beginning Sunday, September 11th
Sundays at 8:30am in-person worship and 11:00am in-person and online worship
Sundays at 9:45am Education Hour (Sunday School Class and Adult Forum in the Parish Room)
Music Groups Schedule
Beginning Wednesday, September 7th: Children's Choir at 4:45pm-5:30pm, Alleluia Ringers at
6:00pm-7:00pm, and Festival Choir at 7:30pm-9:00pm
Recorded Sermons Available!
Check the website at https://redeemerhinsdale.org/past-sermons/
Upcoming Events - Mark your calendars now!
Gargoyle Brass and Organ Concert on Sunday, September 11 at 3:00pm.
Bach Around the Block on Sunday, October 16
Join us for a community organ crawl as we hear three short organ programs at Zion, Union, and
Redeemer Church.
Anniversary Organ Concert Sunday, October 23
Redeemer welcomes back Jared Stellmacher and Heike Burghart-Rice to play an organ concert
with Graeme Shields at 3:00pm. Please plan on attending this special musical event!
100th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, October 30
Single Worship at 10:00am with 100th Anniversary Luncheon at LaGrange Country Club at
12:30pm. Invitations coming in September!
Updated Email Contact List:
Rev. Katie Hines-Shah, Senior Pastor: pastorkatie@redeemerhinsdale.org
Graeme Shields, Dir. of Music Ministry: music@redeemerhinsdale.org
Tyler Parks, Dir. of Youth & Family Ministries: tyler@redeemerhinsdale.org
Vicar Kelsey Johnson, Pastoral Intern: vicarkelsey@redeemerhinsdale.org
Cindy Cimo, Office Manager: office@redeemerhinsdale.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church | Fall 2022

28

