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Pastor's Column
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

This month, as we celebrate Redeemer’s 100th
year, it seems more than appropriate to dwell on
the theme of Abundance.
Throughout the Bible there are stories of God’s
abundant blessings. Adam and Eve are given
everything they need in the Garden of Eden.
Abraham and Sarah are promised descendants as
numerous as “grains of sand on the earth and
stars in the sky.” God leads the Hebrew people
to a land “flowing with milk and honey.” In the
New Testament we hear stories of Jesus feeding
thousands, of a young church growing by leaps
and bounds, of our heavenly home where the
”great multitude” praises God day and night.

I came that they might have life
and have it abundantly.
– John 10:10

Clearly God’s intent for humanity is blessing
beyond measure.
We have experienced abundance in the 100 years
of Redeemer. Through the decades Redeemer
has
hosted
thousands
of
baptisms,
confirmations, weddings, and funerals. Because
of Redeemer children have learned the story of
faith, teens have participated in their first acts
of mission and service, and adults have found
inspiration and support. Together we have sung
countless hymns, prayed through times of trial
and test, made friendships that have stood the
test of time, and made a difference in our
community and the world. Which just goes to
show, the life abundant Jesus promises isn’t just
for someday but can be experienced now,
through the goodness and grace of our
Redeemer community.
We experience abundance at Redeemer because
of the generosity of others. None of us can be
church on our own.
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Those
first
families
that
established
Redeemer, the generations of faithful who
came after, folks who have been members for
five, ten, twenty, fifty years or more have
continually done their part. They have given
during the good and the challenging times,
when everything seemed on the up and when
the future seemed uncertain. Consider that
over 100 years, Redeemer has endured
through pandemic, war, recession, depression,
cultural change, denominational change, and
so much more. Faithful people have done their
part, giving their time, talent, and treasure to
this body of Christ so that abundance might
continue to flow through us. Maybe you have
been one of those people. Thank you for
helping make God’s abundance real. Maybe you
are considering a pledge or giving to Redeemer
for the first time this year. Thank you in
advance. Your gifts really do make a
difference. They bless this community, the
world, and future generations.
Your gifts bless those of us at Redeemer with
abundance.
A great mystery of faith is how when we give,
we too are blessed. By sharing what we have,
by making a commitment to Redeemer, we
also experience abundance.

Our little bit, doing our part, becomes enough to
support Redeemer and the community we serve.
During the month of November we will be
hearing from members of Redeemer about their
experiences with abundance giving and pledge to
Redeemer. Pledge cards will be coming in the
mail starting the week of October 30th. Please
turn them in any Sunday in November or email
them to Chris Rusthoven, our Financial
Secretary, at rusthovens@sbcglobal.net. As
always, if you have any questions about giving to
Redeemer, please call me at the church office–
630-323-5530. I hope that 100 families will
pledge
in
honor
of
Redeemer’s
100th
Anniversary–a sign of God’s abundance now and
a promise for Redeemer’s future!
Thanks be to God!
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Redeemer Stewardship 2023
BY CHRIS RUSTHOVEN-FINANCIAL SECRETARY
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Redeemer Stewardship October 30
BY LANNY WILSON
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”.
Whether we are setting up tables and chairs for a meal at Church here at Redeemer, taking them
down to help put everything away, or any number of group projects – many hands make light
work. As Vicar Kelsey and Pastor Katie wrote, preparing for our stewardship campaign this year:
“When we all share what we can, a little becomes a lot.”
When we all share what we can, we have an abundance of time, talent, and treasures to share
with our neighbors who have needs. During our 100 years of abundant life, Redeemer Lutheran
Church has opened its doors to the homeless, given away quilts all over this earth, helped
refugees, struggled with Jesus and justice issues, partnered with our Mother Church for its
priorities, and so much more! How fortunate we have been–blessed by our wonderful God of
Abundance– to be a blessing in so many different ministry areas locally and globally.
Over the next few weeks, you will hear from our siblings in Christ here at Redeemer (through
other temple talks) about their perspectives and stories– revealing why we believe that it is right
and good to celebrate ‘100 Years of Abundance’ at Redeemer Lutheran Church, in Hinsdale,
Illinois. Have you been abundantly blessed? Have you been abundantly blessed, at least in part,
because you are a member of Redeemer? Are you blessing others out of your abundance? Have
you been able to bless others more abundantly because of your membership here? My answer to
each of these questions, and I hope it is the same for each of you, is a resounding YES…Redeemer
and I are great generosity partners, and we are also great ministry partners!
If your answers are like mine, the stewardship committee invites you to join in making a pledge to
support Redeemer’s mission and ministries because, together, we can do so much more than we
can as individuals. As the Apostle Paul says: “I do not mean that there should be relief for others
and pressure on you…”. Give what you can, joyfully, with the knowledge that Redeemer has a 100
year history of being united in Christ and sharing God’s love in this ever-changing world. Using
our tithes and offerings, lets hope and pray to be around for at least another 100 years.
We have a Redeemer 100 year anniversary cake that will be on display and decorated with a
candle every time we receive a new pledge this year. Please join the members of our stewardship
committee to achieve our goal of 100 candles of pledges for this, our 100th year of abundant
preaching, singing, communing, baptizing, and sharing good news in Hinsdale. Rather than one
pledge day, the month of November will be pledge month this year. Let’s get to 100 candles by
Thanksgiving. I don’t know what it will take, but let’s get 100 candles on that cake!
My temple talk ends the way it began, with words from the apostle Paul: “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
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Redeemer Stewardship November 6
BY KIRSTEN & LEN ZALIK
100 years ago, several families started Redeemer Lutheran Church. That one
short sentence makes it sound so easy. The reality is, that one accomplishment
took a lot of work and a community of people working together. Let’s imagine
what the various phases were to make that one statement come true.
First there were parents who were feeling unhappy, because their children didn’t
want to go to church. The service was held in German, and their children didn’t
speak German fluently. One of these parents probably organized a meeting of
people who had the same concern. Over time they decided they would build a
church. They held fundraisers and worked hard to gather funds. People who
found this to be an important cause, donated money to make it happen. Once
they had the funds, they started the process to build the actual church building.
Over time, they hired a pastor to lead their congregation.
All of this did not happen overnight. It took months and years. And with the
power of God and the power of community, the vision became a reality. And now
100 years later their legacy still stands as a vibrant church, helping the
community! Wow – what a legacy!
The reminder for us is that change doesn’t happen overnight. It is a process of
people working together…one step at a time…many hands making light work and
moving forward. Even a small amount of time, talent and treasure is magnified
through God’s power and the power of community, resulting in amazing
accomplishments.
So, pay attention–how is God calling you to contribute? We all receive requests
to contribute our energy, our skill set, and our financial donations. Which one of
those requests is God calling you to act on? To find out, pray about it, and He will
help you discern what needs to focus on. That clarity will help you move forward
with eagerness, energy, and commitment. With God’s power and clarity guiding
each of us, our community can continue to accomplish great things!
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Redeemer Stewardship November 13
BY GAIL AND BILL MCCARTHY
We’re here to talk about stewardship during Redeemer’s celebration of 100 Years
of Abundance. That’s 100 years of Redeemer members contributing what they
can to build this church, grow the congregation, educate children and adults,
contribute to the community, enable worship, and more. As we all know,
Redeemer does a lot for this congregation and the community.
That’s why we’re talking about stewardship now. Because all of those great
things we’ve been doing at Redeemer for 100 years don’t just happen. Buildings,
staff, learning materials, musical instruments, food, travel, and outreach all cost
real money. These great things have been happening and can continue to happen
when Redeemer members contribute their time, their talent, and their treasure.
We’ve only been a part of Redeemer for 6 of the past 100 years. We feel blessed
that so many people contributed to Redeemer’s abundance and created a
community that was welcoming to our family. We view stewardship as a way we
can contribute to Redeemer’s future abundance, so new members will feel just as
blessed when they discover this community over the next 100 years and beyond.
The theme that Pastor Katie and Vicar Kelsey asked us to use this week is
“Abundance in Times of Want”. Vicar Kelsey and Pastor Katie reminded us while
preparing for our stewardship campaign that “God provides us everything we
need out of his abundance.” As God is providing what we need, it’s our job - our
responsibility, challenge, and privilege - to provide Redeemer what it needs out
of our God given abundance. As we think about our pledge, we are confident that
our contributions to Redeemer, combined with all of your contributions, create
opportunities that none of us could create on our own. These contributions will
keep Redeemer running and sharing God’s love for the next 100+ years.
As we all know by now, our stewardship commitments will be represented by
candles on the Redeemer 100 year anniversary cake. Please join us infilling out a
pledge card and lighting up that cake for this important anniversary, and for the
next 100 years and beyond.
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Redeemer Stewardship November 20
BY LINDSAY FERTIG-JOHNSON
Abundance of Hope
–Romans 8: 24; 28; 31-35; 37-39–Reign of Christ
Knowing that we have been saved we can dare to dream more. What is your abundant
hope for Redeemer’s next chapter?
I’d like to share with you a reading from the 8th Chapter to the Romans. Paul writes:
"24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 31 What then are we to say
about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37 No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."
The word of the Lord.
For about a year my wife, Sarah, and I searched for a church home. We had moved
from the New York City area and we found ourselves in Illinois without a church. We
had hoped to find a community of faith that was rooted in the Gospel, dedicated to
justice, committed to radical hospitality, and inclusive of all of God’s beloved
Children. (Clearly, we were hoping for a lot.)
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We went from church to church but nothing felt like it fit…until we came to Redeemer
and our hopes and prayers were answered. We walked through Redeemer’s doors, sat in
the pews and looked at each other as we took a deep breath of relief. In you, my new
Redeemer Community, we found home.
This community became our church home because together, you dreamt big. Together,
you pulled your talents and resources to create a community of faith that deeply impacts
your community, and, together, there has been 100 years of abundance…abundance of
faith, of community, and of hope.
Today, I ask you to join me as, together, we dare to dream more.
My hope for Redeemer is that more people walk through the doors, sit in the pews, and
find a home, like I did. My hope is that this little community of faith lights a fire in our
community to stand for justice, walk with the oppressed, and move our faith into action.
My hope is that our missions grow, we can support more organizations and communities,
and continue to support our staff and leaders.
What is your abundant hope for Redeemer’s next chapter?
In you, just the day Sarah and I walk through those doors, my hope comes to fruition.
Together, with our financial support, we can achieve all that we hope for. Will you join
me and Sarah, in making a financial gift to this wonderful community we call home?
We have a Redeemer 100 year anniversary cake that is on display and can be decorated
with a candle every time we receive a new pledge this year. Let’s get to 100 candles by
Thanksgiving.
Give what you can, knowing the Lord is Good and in God we have abundant hope.
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Farewell from Tyler
BY TYLER PARKS
I am so thankful for the (almost) five years I've had
at Redeemer Lutheran Church. Receiving a binder
filled with memories submitted by students,
families, and friends will forever be a treasured
keepsake. Thank you to everyone at Redeemer for
the generous gift from the congregation.
Thank you Redeemer for these years of ministry. I
look forward to following along as you continue to
share God's love in an ever-changing world!
Tyler Parks

All of Redeemer thanks you for your time with us and we wish you the best on your new
adventures! Enjoy the photos above from Tyler's Farewell Celebration which was on October 2.
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After Tyler-What Comes Next?
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH
After Tyler – What Comes Next?
Having said a fond farewell to Tyler Parks, many of you might be wondering what Redeemer’s
plans are going forward. Though these things take time, rest assured, Redeemer’s Leadership has
been working hard to make both short-term and long-term plans.
A few notes:
Redeemer is committed to Youth and Family Ministry. Sunday school for all ages, communion
instruction, confirmation, youth opportunities, and family ministry will remain a priority at
Redeemer now and into the future.
Pastor Katie, Vicar Kelsey, volunteers, and some strategic new hourly workers will help cover
needs in the short term. Staff will take over Tyler’s major roles and volunteers will help fill in
gaps. We welcome newly hired high-schoolers John Hines-Shah and Jake Patterson, who will be
sharing the Online Worship Manager position and Abby Swanson who will be joining Ms. Faith in
the Childcare Room at 11AM on Sundays. Vicar Kelsey still plans on starting a new monthly
daytime gathering for adults. Check the newsletter for more information on that exciting new
venture.
The Executive Council will be working on discerning how Redeemer can best cover Youth and
Family Ministry needs long term. Redeemer’s leadership will be looking to the congregation for
your input and insight. Please join us for a pre-annual meeting Adult Forum on Sunday November
13th at 9:45AM in the Parish Room. We truly value your input and hope you can make the time to
attend.
One thing you can do now as we look to next steps is please hold Redeemer in prayer! We know
that God has great plans for us. Pray that the Spirit sends us insight and clarity as we seek to
guide the faith formation of all Redeemer’s members.
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR KELSEY JOHNSON
Whether it’s rapidly supporting the needs of
refugees or sending quilts made throughout
the year, Redeemer is a congregation that
draws on God’s call to create a community of
welcome, and reaches outward to care for
others. Grounded in a clear sense of vision,
Redeemer has a 100 year history of ministry
and a call towards what is next. That is
pretty incredible, and I'm deeply grateful to
be learning here this year.
Throughout my first two months serving as
Vicar, I’ve had many opportunities to learn
about Redeemer’s abundance of ministries
and how these adapt to meet the needs of a
changing community and world. It's been a
pleasure to connect with the mission
outreach team, stewardship committee,
confirmation students, and quilters.
Working alongside the “Fostering a Life of
Service” team, we hosted adult education
and I have appreciated the opportunity to
learn more about Redeemer's vision and
mission. In the forum, we talked about our
values and deeper calls to not only volunteer,
but to connect our values with opportunities
to serve in the church. Together, we create a
diverse and thriving garden of spiritual gifts.
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In serving on the stewardship committee, I’ve
enjoyed learning about how these values and
gifts connect with where God is calling us to be
generous with all we have been blessed with. It
is certainly an exciting time to give generously
and imagine what the next 100 years will be like
as we serve God in a changing world.
Thank you for the generous welcome,
opportunities to connect and serve, and for
forming me the last two months. I am looking
forward to more time together!
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Music & Worship
BY GRAEME SHIELDS
Hello Redeemer!
We’ve had an exciting start to fall programming at
Redeemer. A return to regular rehearsals for Festival
Choir, Alleluia Ringers, and Children’s Choir coupled with a
new Wednesday evening schedule means there is a lot to
talk about.
Festival Choir began rehearsals on September 7th . We’re
excited to partner with Union Church and members of the
Hinsdale Chorale to sing Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the
Living which has been moved to March.
Alleluia Ringers began rehearsals on September 7th. The
group enjoyed an ecumenical handbell workshop held at
Union Church with ringers from Redeemer, Union, and
Community Presbyterian Glendale. The workshop was led
by Pattie Barnes.
Alleluia Ringers will have upcoming pieces at the Reformation Service on October 30th and All
Saints on November 6th.
Children’s Choir is up and running again in place of Children’s Percussion Group from last year.
Even so, they will still use percussion instruments from time to time.
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Wednesday evenings are seeing a new schedule this fall. In place of year-round midweek worship,
we’re going to stick to Wednesday worship during Advent, Lent, and Summer. Currently,
Wednesday evenings have seen the addition of a meal (rotating between sandwiches, salad, pizza,
and more) as well as Children’s Choir resuming their old rehearsal time of Wednesday from
4:45pm-5:30pm. The meal has seen moderate success with a better attendance rate than “off
season” midweek worship. It's served to foster intergenerational conversation and connection.

On Sunday, October 23rd at 3pm we’ll enjoy an Anniversary Organ Concert given by three of
Redeemer’s music directors. Jared Stellmacher and Heike Burghart Rice will return to play music
by Bach and Aaron David Miller along with Graeme Shields. You won’t want to miss this excellent
event followed by a reception after the concert.
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Reformation Sunday is right around the corner on
October 30th. Redeemer will enjoy a single 10:00am
service accompanied by Festival Choir, Alleluia
Ringers, and Gargoyle Brass. We also welcome one of
Redeemer’s recent vicars, Aneel Trivedi, who will be
preaching the sermon for this service. Following
worship, Redeemer is celebrating its 100 year
Anniversary with a luncheon at the La Grange
Country Club beginning at 12:30pm.

All Saints Sunday is the following Sunday,
November 6th. We will return to two services
at 8:30am and 11:00am. Alleluia Ringers will
provide bell tolls for the reading of the names
and remembrances of those who have passed
away this year.

Worship and Music updates. We will continue
with our current liturgy through Reformation
and into Christ the King. We’ll switch to a new
liturgy for the Advent season beginning Sunday
November 27th. We are also discussing more
ways we can return to normalcy, including the
possibility of widening our communion options
to intinction.
That’s all for now, Redeemer!
Graeme
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Fall Lutherdale Family Retreat
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH
Family Retreat Recap
October 8th-9th six families with 10 adults and 11 children traveled to Lutherdale for a 24 hour
retreat. We went on pontoon boat rides, carved pumpkins, played gaga ball, did group cooperation
projects, made art projects, sang songs, ate delicious food, made s’mores, and worshipped together.
We also spent some time talking about what is most important to us in youth and family ministry as
we prepare for a new chapter at Redeemer. Many thanks to Kirsten Zalik for dreaming up the
project, Redeemer’s Covenant Endowment Fund for helping to underwrite costs, and to Lutherdale
for their wonderful (and comfortable!) hosting. We had a wonderful time together!
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Reopening Redeemer Update
BY KRIS MAHON
Reopening Redeemer Task Force Update as of August 9, 2022
The task force includes the following Redeemer members:
Pastor Katie, Lanny Wilson, Connie Bothen, Kris Mahon, Sue Metzler, Trish Rosland, and Graeme
Shields.
As of our last meeting on August 9, the committee has kept the current protocols in place. We are
currently watching DuPage County’s cases and they have plateaued and gone down to a low level.
The CDC measurement of community levels consist of Low, Medium and High. All of which is
determined by new admissions and inpatient beds in the past 7 days. DuPage County is in the LOW
risk level.
During continued times of transmission, Redeemer will recommend (but not require) that all people
wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status. Communing in pews will continue and prepackaged snacks will be provided for coffee hour.
Despite DuPage County having several weeks of LOW transmission we will continue to recommend
that people at high risk for contracting COVID, or those who come into regular contact with people
at high risk for contracting COVID, wear masks indoors. Church members may come forward to
receive communion. Rules regarding food will be reconsidered.
Regardless of community spread, all people at Redeemer are encouraged to stay up to date on
COVID vaccines and boosters, to stay home if they feel sick or test positive for COVID, to self
isolate for at least five days after a positive test (and to mask for five days after that when in
public), and to see a doctor if they are at high risk of getting very sick.
Masking is always allowed regardless of community transmission levels and free masks will be
provided to those who need or want them. Individuals may have a variety of reasons for choosing to
mask including: preparing for upcoming travel or upcoming surgery; caring for those at high risk for
contracting COVID or being at high risk themselves for contracting COVID; or working in
environments where they are regularly exposed to the public. Thank you for respecting the needs of
others as we navigate this next stage of the pandemic.
The Task Force will continue to monitor current levels and will meet as needed no later than
October 25th. During this meeting, current protocols will be considered and possibly adjusted.
Watch the regular Redeemer communications for any updates.
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Church and Community
BY MARY LANDIS

Church and Community welcomes the congregation to be a part of
our group which meets the first Thursday of each month. We are
planning an April Recycling event, talking with Synod about a
program on anti- racism, following up with Hinsdale Police Chief
King for a gun safety presentation and planning a bus trip to visit
and learn about other religions. Come join us!
Please reach out to Mary Landis with questions.

Mission Outreach
BY MARIE MCGANN & KRIS MAHON
On Sunday, October 16, Mary Walsh and Joan Chiaviello joined
us to discuss the holiday gift giving work they do at Hinsdale
Community Services and answer any questions. In addition,
Mission outreach displayed posters throughout the room to
highlight the work our mission partners do. Mission Outreach
members were available to answer questions.
On Sunday, October 23, Andrew Hart, the volunteer
coordinator at The Night Ministry discussed the work they
do.
Mission Outreach is hopeful that these 2 weeks helped the
congregation understand a little more what their committee
does all year.
Christmas Giving Tree:
Please look for information on the Giving Tree gifts coming in
November to support the seniors at HCS and the children at
Holy Family/Lawndale.
If interested in joining, please contact Marie McGann or Kris
Mahon for more info.
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Mission Outreach School Kit Drop-Off
BY JAY HINES-SHAH
Thank you everyone who helped us by purchasing and packing
supplies for over 250 school kits for Lutheran World Relief.
You truly were God’s hands. A special thank you to our
drivers: Diana Kritzer, Joan Rosland, and Kate Sahlas, who
met up with quilters Connie Bothen and Sue Murphy at the
local ingathering at Good Shepherd, Naperville on October 1st.
The kits will be located in a Lutheran World Relief warehouse
until they are ready to be shipped overseas. Think of all the
schoolchildren who will be able to continue their education,
thanks to all of you at Redeemer!

Adult Forum This Fall
October 30th- No Adult Forum. Please join us at our 10AM Reformation and 100th Anniversary
Celebration Service!
November 6th-We will have a group discussion about future topics and speakers for Adult
Forums for the rest of the year. Our Advent series will be decided this Sunday. Please join us!
November 13th-We will prepare for our Annual Meeting (November 20th) and will spend some
time talking about options for staffing Youth and Family Ministries as well as other roles that
Tyler filled. Help us vision together what comes next!
November 20th-Annual Meeting
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Faithful Gardeners
BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Faithful Gardener's Update
The Faithful Gardeners finished up another season.
Thank you to all the volunteers throughout this
season who contributed to keeping Redeemer's
grounds beautiful and welcoming. If you missed
out this year, rest assured that we will be back in
spring 2023! Remember it's a great family activity
and a great way to get some fresh air. See you in
Spring 2023!

Redeemer Quilters
BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Quilt Sunday Success
On September 25th we celebrated Quilt Sunday! There were 70 quilts displayed in the sanctuary
and available for purchase. The Redeemer Quilters have made over 100 quilts in 2022 which have
been donated for distribution by Lutheran World Relief, a Redeemer Mission Partner.
Want more information? Talk to a quilter! Volunteers are welcome and no sewing experience
necessary. The quilters meet Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Room in the lower level.
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Redeemer's 100th Anniversary Upcoming Events
BY MARGE CHAPELLO, MARILYN LINDBERG, AND KATHY SELCKE

Organ Concert-October 23rd, 3pm
Don’t forget the organ concert at church on
October 23rd at 3:00pm. We welcome two
close friends, Heike Burghart Rice and Jared
Stellmacher, who, along with our own Graeme
Shields will present a not-to-be-forgotten
musical afternoon. Please plan to join us for
this amazing celebration of 100 years of
Redeemer ministry. A festive reception will
follow in the Parish Room.

100th Anniversary Worship and Luncheon
We hope you signed up for Redeemer's 100th
Anniversary Luncheon on October 30th. Arrive
at 12:30 at LaGrange Country Club. The luncheon
follows a special, single 10AM Reformation and
100th Anniversary church service. There is also a
raffle! Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $25. Purchase
tickets at church on Sunday or through the
Church Office, you don't have to be present to
win. You won't want to miss it!

The Lion King
Redeemer and Broadway in Chicago! We hope you
reserved your tickets for the Redeemer outing to
The Lion King on December 11th. It will be great to
see this beloved musical in our own city with
fellow Redeemer family.
Soon we will be planning some fun events for
2023! Stay tuned.
Any questions? Please contact Marilyn Lindberg,
Kathy Selcke, or Marge Chapello
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Church News and Updates
BY CINDY CIMO

Losses in the Church Family
THEODORE CHARLES DOEGE
Theodore C. Doege (Ted), 93, passed away on August
22, 2022. He was a longtime resident of Hinsdale,
Illinois. Ted was born December 11, 1928 in Lincoln,
Nebraska to Arthur and Erna Doege. He was the
beloved husband of Ann nee Edmondson, the loving
father of Becky (Darren) Doege Lynch and Andrew
Doege, a devoted "father and grandfather" of Melissa
and Ella Roberts, a dear brother of Karl Doege and
Caroline Seyboldt, and a fond uncle of many nieces
and nephews. He was predeceased by sister Esther
Pahl and brother Arthur Doege.
Ted received a scholarship to Oberlin College. Due to
his interest in trains, following graduation in 1950 he
was briefly a railroad gandy dancer. Drafted into the
Army in late 1952, he became a paratrooper in the
82nd Airborne (the first time he flew in a plane, he
jumped out of it). After, he enrolled as a medical
student at the University of Rochester School of
Medicine. Ted sold his used physiology book to Ann
Elizabeth Edmondson, they were married in 1957.
He held positions at the Centers for Disease Control, was appointed Visiting Associate Professor
at the Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai, Thailand, was an Associate Professor in the College of
Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago, and directed the American Medical Association science
group responsible for public health issues.
Ted’s love of music, writing, and trains were lifelong passions. He sang in the church choir, was an
expert on the American railway, and authored professional and personal writings including his
autobiography. Ted was an active member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hinsdale for more
than 50 years.
He is now, and will forever be, sorely missed. Ted was a man that never had an unkind word to say
about anyone or anything. Instead, his words were thoughtful, uplifting, and meaningful. He
shared his dad jokes, his unwavering loyalty to the hometown team, the Bears, and his love of
sweets with all in his circle. He was proud of, and devoted to, his wife, children, his wider family,
his church and his many friends and acquaintances.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hinsdale, IL.
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RICHARD FREDERICK ROUDEBUSH
Richard F. Roudebush, 76, of The Villages, Florida,
also a lifelong resident of Hinsdale, Illinois, passed
away September 5, 2022.
Dick was born September 30, 1945, in Hinsdale, IL the
only child of Marshall and Lydia Roudebush. He
attended Monroe Elementary, graduated from
Hinsdale Township High School in 1964 and attended
college in Iowa.
Marshall Roudebush formed ROUDEBUSH REALTOR,
Inc, in 1971. Dick obtained his real estate license in
1970 upon his return from the Army serving in
Vietnam. He joined his parents in business in 1971.
After the death of his father in 1974, Dick worked closely alongside his mother, Lydia, until her
death in 1990, when he took over the business. During his time as a licensed Real Estate Agent
and later as a licensed Managing Broker, Dick worked with several local residential home builders
in the construction of many homes in Hinsdale. He had a strong drive for success and was known
for his entrepreneurial spirit and dedication to his family, clients, and the community. He was well
known in town by all realtors, town business owners, and many others.
Dick was a member and volunteer of the Hinsdale Rotary Club for 30+ years. He also volunteered
at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hinsdale, Illinois. While living in The Villages, Florida, he
volunteered at the Food Pantry of Grace Tabernacle of Wildwood. He never stopped sharing his
faith or his willingness to help others.
Dick had a passion for gardening, fishing, blueberries, animals, and playing the spoons. Dick loved
all animals but was especially connected to his beloved dogs Daisy, Tulip, and Sammie. He has a
plaque in his home that reads “All you need is love and a dog.”
Dick referred to his wife, Donna as “The Love of My Life.” They dated in their 20’s, went their
separate ways and reunited after 43 years in 2014. They married October 11, 2015 and would have
celebrated seven years together. Dick and Donna laughed often, enjoyed many of the same
interests, attended Redeemer Lutheran Church and Grace Tabernacle of Wildwood, Florida,
travelled often, took a cruise as often as possible, visited friends and family including Donna’s
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren in Montana, California, North Carolina,
Maryland, and Texas. He was loved as a father, grandfather, and great grandfather.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Marshall Roudebush and Lydia Bergman Roudebush. He is
survived by wife, Donna, nee Hansen; his children, Amy (Bruce) Schell, Amy (Philip) Anhalt, and
Heidi (Daniel) Chica along with his grandchildren, Zeke, Atlantis, Elijah, Taylor, Nate, Audrey,
Ryan, and Blake. Interment will be later in Arlington National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made in his name to Hinsdale Humane Society, Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Hinsdale, Hinsdale Rotary Club, or your favorite charity.
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Church Marriage

Michael Coughlin and Jenifer
Niedenthal were united in
marriage at Redeemer on
August 27th. Sue Coughlin is
Michael’s mother and long
time Redeemer member.

Ordination of Aneel Trivedi
Hello, Redeemer friends!
It is with much gratitude and
excitement I invite you to attend
my ordination at Redeemer on
Sunday, November 13, at 3 pm.
Bishop Yehiel Curry will preside,
and Wartburg Professor Rev. Dr.
Winston Persaud will preach.
There will be a small reception to
follow with some Indian food
cooked by yours truly. The service
will be available on the regular
Redeemer Zoom webinar for those
who would like to attend virtually.
Additionally, whether you can
attend the service or not, I'd love
if you could bring a crock pot to
worship on or before November
13. We'll use the crock pots to I'm so excited to see you all again. Thank you for being such
warm and serve the food at the an important part of my formation and discernment.
reception.
Grace and Peace,
Aneel
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Welcome Abby Swanson-Child Care Attendant

Redeemer welcomes Abby Swanson as our new Child Care Attendant. She will join Miss Faith helping
staff the nursery on Sundays for the 11am service. Read on for her introduction.
Hi! My name is Abby Swanson and I am a junior at Lyons Township High-school. I have been a Lyons
Cheerleader for 3 years, and have enjoyed teaching the “Little Lions Cheer Camp”! I have also
completed a Child Development course, where I was responsible for planning weekly lessons, and
activities! Because of my love and compassion for animals, I have also created an animal sitting
service, called “Abby’s Animal Assistance”. I look forward to meeting you and your families Sunday!
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Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON
YOU WILL BE A BLESSING
When I first heard someone praised as,
‘blessed to be a blessing’, I immediately
understood. The person being praised had
blessed another. They were giving from a
place of abundance and were sharing with
someone in need. In Acts 20:35 of the
Christian Bible, Jesus was quoted as having
said “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” Whether it be parents who give to
their children, alums who donate to their
school, the faithful who make offerings to
their places of worship, or anyone who takes
advantage of giving opportunities, how
fortunate to be so blessed that they can be a
blessing to others!
In the past few weeks, I have heard stories of
advanced cancer in friends and deaths of
children in other friends’ families. Only two
months ago, the United States officially
announced that one million had died from the
scourge that we call COVID-19. That we shall
all die one day is a fact of our humanity. Yet,
all too often, death comes unexpectedly.
That thought caused me to reflect on how
and why we give.
Recently, my wife Linnea, a minister in the
Lutheran faith tradition, gave a sermon
based on Jesus’ parable of the rich fool from
the twelfth chapter of Luke, also from
Christian scripture.

“…and I will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing.”
- Genesis 12: 2b
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In it she noted that while Jesus was talking to
His disciples about confessing their faith, He
was interrupted by a man in the crowd who
wanted Jesus to settle a matter of ancient
inheritance law for him. Instead of answering
the man’s question, Jesus used it as a teaching
moment.

The parable that Jesus offered as His answer
to the demand is all about what we do with the
things we have. The man was not condemned
for being greedy, nor was he chided for
abruptly changing the course of Jesus’ time
with His followers. Instead, he was instructed
to be on guard against the many ways in which
greed operates in human life.
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The Greek word that Luke used for greed literally means
‘the yearning to have more’, or, the desire to have more
for its own sake. The subject of Jesus’ parable put things
aside intending them to insure his comfortable tomorrowa tomorrow that never came. But Jesus suggested another
way to look at all those accumulated goods. In her sermon,
Linnea boiled it down to three questions: “How will what
he has gathered benefit him if he dies in the night? Will
having more insure his right relationship with God? Will it
save him?” These are questions we can ask ourselves.
Farther along in the same chapter of Luke, Jesus said
“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will
be required.” This seems like another way of saying that
when we recognize that we are blessed, we should pay it
forward and be a blessing to others. Many of us are
abundantly blessed, and we know that earthly possessions
cannot go with us into the afterlife. So, rather than
yearning to have more, we should yearn to bless more-for
God’s sake.

“And he said to them,
‘Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of
greed; for one’s life does
notconsist in the
abundance of
possessions.’”
- Luke 12:15

In God’s Love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD

Redeemer Lutheran Church | Stewardship 2023

27

