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Redeemer Record
PASTOR'S COLUMN
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
New Year’s Day are almost
upon us, which means it’s
time to get together.
Read More on Page 2

STEWARDSHIP 2023
Make your pledge and place a
candle on the "Abundance"
poster in the church narthex.
Your pledge helps Redeemer
plan for the upcoming year for
programming and budgeting.
Read More on Page 4

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Wednesday evening Advent
services begin on November
30th. Mark your calendars to
attend and contemplate the
arrival of our Savior with this
seasonal worship offering.
Read More on Page 7

Pastor's Column
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day
are almost upon us, which means it’s time to get
together. As we enter into the church seasons of
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany we can see the
patterns and follow their lead.

We gather together to ask
the Lord's blessing

In Advent, we remember the story of a virgin
named Mary who was visited by the Holy Spirit
and became pregnant with Jesus. For Mary this
is both good news and a tremendous challenge.
Having never had a child, being both engaged
and pregnant, Mary needed help. So she goes
and visits her relative Elizabeth to share her joy
and to get her support. This is a good reminder
to us this holiday season. Families are primed to
share good times with us, but are also there
when we need advice or help. Sharing our
concerns or offering a compassionate hand can
be a way we lessen burdens and strengthen
family ties. When we gather with our church
family this season we will share our concerns
through prayer. We will help with the work of
the church through volunteering to serve as tree
decorators, pie servers, ushers, acolytes, choir
members, and more. Check your weekly email for
ways you can help. Our many hands make the
work light.
At Christmas we hear the story of Jesus’ birth
and of the many who gather to celebrate.
Patching together Gospel narratives we learn
about the holy family, shepherds and angels, and
even wise men from the East, all gathered in
Bethlehem. This host of friends to the newborn
king come with gifts and stories and leave the
manger blessed.
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We too will gather with friends this holiday season. Celebrating with
people who know us well and those we just met is a way to heighten
our joy. Sharing good things is a blessing in and of itself. This
Christmas we will reach out to friends of Redeemer donating gift cards
to the children of Holy Family School and gifts to the seniors who use
HCS Family Service’s Food Bank. Please take a tag from the giving tree
in the narthex and return your gifts to Redeemer by December 12th. It
is a blessing to give!

In the Sundays following Christmas we remember that the
Holy Family presented Jesus at the Temple after his birth.
Anna and Simeon, a prophetess and priest, rejoiced in
meeting Jesus and blessed his and his family. We too present
our dear ones at church during these festive days. This year
Christmas Eve services will be at 4PM, 7PM, and 9PM.
Christmas Day Worship will be at 10AM. New Year’s Day (a
Sunday this year) worship will also be at 10AM. Please join us!
I always look forward to meeting your parents and
grandparents, seeing the kids back in town from college and
the young adults from work. Their partners and children make
a welcome addition to our celebration. As we share our joy,
nothing could be more appropriate than giving thanks and
praise to God.
This year as we gather with family and friends, as we gather
at church, we have many opportunities to serve and celebrate
at Redeemer. I look forward to seeing you this holiday season
at church!
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Katie Hines-Shah
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Stewardship Recap 2023
BY LANNY WILSON

100 Years of Abundance
Committee Members/Generosity Coaches: Pastor Katie, Vicar Kelsey, Jim Toomey, Deborah Kraus,
Chris Rusthoven, Mark Rosland, Mark Entsminger, Lindsay Fertig-Johnson, and Lanny Wilson
The Theme: At our first meeting, we chose the theme “100 Years of Abundance”. Since this is
Redeemer’s 100th Anniversary of being a Church in Hinsdale, it was important to acknowledge
that reality; and the concept of abundance seemed to flow out of many suggested Bible verses. So,
rather than choose one of the abundance texts, we elected to focus on the whole concept of
abundance and use 4 Epistle texts to deliver our stewardship message.
Preparatory Meetings: We held 4 meetings via Zoom in the late afternoons of August 16,
September 6, September 13, and September 20. There were so many good Bible verses associated
with abundance and stewardship! Fortunately, Pastor Katie chose 4 passages that would sustain
us throughout the 4 Sundays of stewardship, and Vicar Kelsey helped us decipher the meaning of
the weekly scripture readings. Following, are small samples of each:
Abundance in Community: When we all share what we can, a little becomes a lot: “…it is a
question of a fair balance between your present abundance and their need…” (Corinthians
8:13a-14b).
Abundance of Faith: We all received abundantly from those who came before us: “Now to Him
who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine…” (Ephesians 3:20).
Abundance in Times of Want: God provides us everything we need out of His abundance: “I
know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty.” (Philippians 4:12a).
Abundance of Hope: Knowing that we have been saved, we can dare to dream more: “If God is
for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold His own Son, but gave Him up for all of us,
will He not with Him also give us everything else?” (Romans 8:31b-32).
Graphic Design/Proposed Logo: The stewardship team appreciated the creativity of the design
which our newest stewardship member, Lindsay Fertig-Johnson, created and proposed for “100
Years of Abundance”. In her words “I tried to stick close to Redeemer’s branding”. We appreciated
the symbolism of the open hands–to which a cross was later added. Lindsay, Jim Toomey, and
Pastor Katie will be working collaboratively to use this logo wherever appropriate.
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The Communication Schedule:
There will be 4 postcards created and mailed, focusing on the different components of this
year’s theme; but they will also include the names of those Redeemer storytellers who would
give the upcoming temple talks – with a hint about what each might say.
The Stewardship 2022 Redeemer Record, posted in mid-October, contains many stewardship
reports, for example: Pastor Katie’s “100 Years of Abundance “ message, Vicar Kelsey’s
insights as she helps to create her first stewardship program, a message from Lanny (for the
stewardship committee), a fall 2022 financial review, and much more…
Pastor Katie’s informative and inspirational letter, with pledge cards, will most probably be in
the mail for receipt early in the first week of November because we hope to receive pledges
throughout the month of November – beginning the first Sunday, November 6, 2022.
Four Stewardship Sundays:
October 30th–Abundance in Community, 2nd Corinthians 8:9-15, Reformation Sunday, with
temple talk given by Lanny Wilson.
November 6th–Abundance of Faith, Ephesians 3:14-21, All Saints Sunday, with temple talk
given by Kirsten & Len Zalik.
November 13th–Abundance in Time of Want, Philippians 4:10-13, Ordination of Aneel Trivedi,
with temple talk by Gail and Bill McCarthy.
November 20th–Abundance of Hope, Romans 8:24; 28; 31-35; 37-39, Reign of Christ, with
temple talk given by Lindsay Fertig-Johnson.
In Conclusion, and a Goal: It was an honor working with this year’s generosity coaches. It was
collaborative, creative, and enjoyable as we tried to live-out Redeemer’s Purpose: “United in
Christ, we share God’s love in an ever-changing world”. Stewardship is designed to help all of
Redeemer fulfill one of Redeemer’s 6 Principles, “When you see us at our best, you will see us
giving generously to support the work of Christ”.
We hope that this year’s stewardship program
will inspire our members to “…give generously
to support the work of Christ.” We designed a
100 year anniversary cake and hope that, by
extending our pledge season throughout the
month of November, we can achieve our goal
of having 100 candles placed on the cake–
representing one candle for every pledge
received. We can do this! Amen.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
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Vicar's Column
BY VICAR KELSEY JOHNSON
Some of my earliest church memories are of Advent
evening worship. Each week we would gather around
the wreath in the darkness to sing “Light One
Candle.” Our congregation, like many, would
progressively light another candle each week as
Advent progressed, growing brighter as we
journeyed into shorter and colder days.
Each Wednesday, my church family would gather to
share a meal in the fellowship hall. The time together
in community knit together friendships and
relationships that became the foundation of my call
to ministry. Advent was a time of joy,
contemplation, and gathering together which
became centering for the rest of the year. I love
Advent because even when the story of the coming
of Christ is familiar each year, there is always a
refreshed and new sense of hope and anticipation
each time the season greets us. Advent is
energizing, like a cool winter wind and it illuminates
the focal point where we ought to turn in every
season for re-centering: He who is Christ Jesus.
I am reminded of these meals on Wednesday nights
where music and youth ministry program
participants come together for dinner and
conversation. It’s sometimes joyful and silly, it’s
sometimes on the quiet and conversational side, and
it’s always life-giving time for fellowship.
There are so many opportunities for gathering in
community at Redeemer, from Confirmation and
youth events, to 2Gather monthly daytime
fellowship, and adult education.
At 2gather on December 8th, we will be making and
writing greeting cards.
On December 4th and 11th, Adult Ed will host
presentations on “landscapes and resources of the
Bible” by LSTC professor of Old Testament, Dr. Klaus
Peter Adam. Another LSTC professor, Dr. Kurt

Hendel, will be leading adult education
from the end of January through
transfiguration Sunday. Dr Hendel’s
forums will focus on contemporary issues
in the church and Luther.
In Confirmation, we will learn about
stewardship of resources: creation and
money. Redeemer is partnering with the
Hinsdale United Methodist Church for an
ecumenical gingerbread house building
activity on December 3rd. I’m very
excited about this event because it’s
open to both youth and adults, and I hope
there is intergenerational interest from
Redeemer. Please be in touch with me for
more information about attending.
It is a blessing and joy to be learning at
Redeemer. I’m looking forward to so
much this Advent and Christmas season,
and am looking forward to all of these
great opportunities for growing faith and
fellowship together!
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Music & Worship
BY GRAEME SHIELDS
Hello Redeemer!
Advent is right around the corner and brings with it
a series of seasonal changes to look forward to.
Beginning on Sunday, November 27th we will turn to
the familiar ELW Setting 3 for the musical portions
of the liturgy along with other familiar Advent
traditions like the lighting the Advent wreath.
We look forward to the return of Wednesday evening
worship which will center again around the practice
of Visio Divina, or reflecting on visual art through
guided questions. There will be three services
(November 30th, December 7th, and December 14th)
from 7:00pm-7:30pm upstairs in the Parish Room.
This should provide a better setting for viewing the
selected artwork and engendering conversation
together. Furthermore, the new Wednesday night
schedule offers the opportunity for Alleluia Ringers
to peal at the beginning of each Wednesday night
service for the prelude.
Speaking of this new Wednesday night schedule,
Redeemer has just opened the meal that we share
from 5:30pm-6:00pm to the whole congregation.
We’ve had a steady attendance from Children’s
Choir participants and families, Confirmation
students and guides, and bell ringers coming early
to rehearsal. We’ve enjoyed sandwiches from
Panera and Jimmy John’s, pizza from Domino’s,
and hotdogs from Portillo’s (along with salads,
soups, chips, and juice). All are welcome; you can
find the link to sign up in the weekly email blast to
let us know if you have any food allergies and how
many people are in your party (as we get more
familiar with how many folks to expect at this
warm and bonding event).
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With the holidays arriving, so too, arrive
new decorations. We’ll be taking down the
red swag in the sanctuary after the 11am
service on Sunday, November 20th and we
could use some help fluffing garland,
hanging wreaths, and setting up the
crèches. If you can’t help out on Sunday
but would like to participate in decorating,
we will be inviting folks to come decorate
the Christmas trees in the chancel,
hanging angels on the wall, and more on
Monday, November 21st beginning at
10am. Please reach out to Graeme at
music@redeemerhinsdale.org if you know
you’d like to come help out on Monday. Of
course, we can use all the help we can get,
so feel free to stop by unannounced on
Monday between 10am and 4pm.

On December 18th, Festival Choir will lead us
through Michael Burghardt’s hymn festival
Savior of the Nations, Come. The Advent and
Christmas hymn arrangements are fresh and
there is regular congregational participation;
you won’t want to miss this single service at
10am!
On Christmas Eve, we’ll be implementing a new worship service schedule: 4:00pm, 7:00pm, and
9:00pm. The 4:00pm service is aimed particularly at families, but of course all are welcome. The
7:00pm service will involve members from the Festival Choir to help lead us through the hymns
and will be our hybrid service. The 9:00pm service features Lev Garbar on the trumpet. There
will be a single 10am service on Christmas Day.
In the new year, Festival Choir will begin focusing more energy on Dan Forrest’s 'Requiem for
the Living' which will be presented as a joint effort amongst Union Choir, and members from the
Hinsdale Chorale. We can look forward to hearing that piece in the Lenten season on Sunday,
March 12th at Union Church.
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Looking back to recent weeks, there were an incredible amount of events. We experienced the
second annual Bach Around the Block program featuring Kathleen Rose at Zion Lutheran Church,
Stephen Uhl at Union Church, and finished at Redeemer with Graeme. We had a similar turnout and
three excellent programs from the three accomplished organists.
On October 23rd, we enjoyed an Anniversary Organ Concert that featured two past Redeemer
music directors: Jared Stellmacher and Heike Burghart Rice. A wide range of pieces (featuring
organ and electronics, piano and organ duets, and congregational hymnody) and an excellent
reception following the program brought tears to many eyes and warmth to many hearts. What a
wonderful afternoon of superb music making and reconnection with familiar faces.
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Both the Festival Choir and Alleluia Ringers have
been keeping especially busy this fall. They did an
excellent job working together alongside the
Gargoyle Brass at the Reformation Service on
October 30th. The Children’s Choir has also been
working hard on their contributions to the
upcoming Christmas Pageant. Rehearsals continue
Wednesday nights: 4:45pm-5:30pm for Children’s
Choir, 6:00pm-7:00pm for Alleluia Ringers, and
7:30pm-9:00pm for Festival Choir. There is *no
rehearsal* on Wednesday, November 23rd or
Sunday, November 27th for any music groups. If
you have any interest in joining these groups,
email Graeme at music@redeemerhinsdale.org for
more info.
It is truly a joy to work with Redeemer’s singers, ringers, instrumentalists, and indeed the whole
congregation. I’ll add that there were several times this past month that our song nearly blew the
rafters off the sanctuary! If you’re able, we sure could use those abilities in Festival Choir or
Alleluia Ringers in the new year.
Musically Yours,
Graeme

Search Committee for New/Replacement Staff
BY MARK ROSLAND
The Church Council has authorized the formation of a Committee to begin the work of searching
for a new staff member to join the Redeemer community. This committee will be looking at what
the current open position has been in the past (Director of Youth and Family Ministries) but will
also be considering what it needs to be going forward. Input will be gathered from the members of
the Redeemer community to help shape our collective vision for what the position and related
work need to be. The committee has met a few times but is still early in the process. The goal for
this group is to have someone in place by early 2023. The current committee members are Steve
Patterson, Sarah Charles, Sue Graunke and Mark Rosland.

Redeemer Lutheran Church | Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 2022-2023

10

Education Updates
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH AND VICAR KELSEY

Communion Class for 4th Grade and Up
During the long season of COVID many milestones were missed. Redeemer wants to offer you an
opportunity to study the sacrament of Holy Communion with your 4th-6th grader in 2023.
Our Communion Education series is a lot of fun and involves hands on activities, games, Bible
study, and the all important taste test of the communion elements before they are blessed. We
will offer four sessions before the kids take communion with the congregation during a service.
Classes will be held 9:45am-10:45am on the following Sundays: January 22nd, January 29th,
February 5th, and February 12th. The group will celebrate communion together (some for the first
time) on Transfiguration Sunday February 19th at the 8:30am and 11am services.
Sign up no later than January 8th. Email Pastor Katie (pastorkatie@redeemerhinsdale.org). This
is a class that includes parental participation so plan on taking part! If you have questions let Pr.
Katie know. All are welcome at the Table of Grace! We look forward to welcoming you!

Fostering a Life of Service
Our
Visioning
process
identified
several priorities, one of which is
Fostering a Life of Service. Watch for
information from Sue Metzler, Mary
Landis, and Vicar Kelsey on what that
means
for
you
and
Redeemer.
Redeemer “Runs on Volunteers” who
are living out their faith by doing God’s
Work, Our Hands. Many of us are
involved in many of the missions and
responsibilities of Redeemer, and yet
the need is still great. Following up on
the October Adult Ed presentation,
we'll be reaching out to you to hear
what your interests and passions are
and how you can grow while making
Redeemer strong.
Questions? Just ask Sue, Mary or Vicar
Kelsey.
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Enchanted Castle Lock-In
On November 6th, Redeemer Youth accompanied by Vicar Kelsey, Graeme Shields, and Sarah
Charles participated in a Youth Lock-In with several area Churches. See the pictures below, it
looks like everyone had a great time!
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Ecumenical Gingerbread Village
Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 3rd for the First Annual Ecumenical Gingerbread
Village event. Hosted by our friends at the Hinsdale United Methodist Church at 55th and Garfield
Streets, this promises to be a fun afternoon of fellowship, sharing and construction. No hard hats
needed. All ages welcome and we hope to see you there. Contact Vicar Kelsey for more info.
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Thursdays 2Gather Continues
Thanks to all who joined for the first Thursdays 2Gather with Vicar Kelsey on November 10th.
Mark your calendars for the next two installments coming up in December and January. You won't
want to miss these opportunities for growth and fellowship. On December 8th we are making and
writing out greeting cards. On January 12th we will visit a local food bank to learn about needs of
our greater community and how our donations of food and funds makes an impact.
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Financial Report
BY KIM ENDERS
Redeemer Lutheran Church 2022-23 First Quarter Financial Review
During the first quarter of fiscal 2023, Redeemer operated at a net deficit of $6.9k versus a
budgeted deficit of $3.5k. The worse than expected performance was largely due to the timing of
pledge receipts. In comparison, in the first quarter of fiscal 2022, there was a net surplus of
approximately $50,000, due mostly to the beneficence of two families that made their annual
contribution earlier than in previous years. The pledge from one of these families was made in
October 2022 and we now show a surplus on a YTD basis.
Although offering revenue is down, operating expenses are also down. Expenses for the quarter are
90% of the amount budgeted for the quarter and there are no foreseen extraordinary expenses.
The church continues to stand in a strong financial position. The Balance Sheet shows total Equity
figures at $1,238,241. As a percentage of Total Assets, the quarter-end distribution was as follows:
54.9% in Restricted Funds, 31.5% in Special Designated Purpose funds, and 13.6% in
Unrestricted/Undesignated funds. While the Unrestricted Funds rate is lower than we have
experienced in the recent past, we have 3.8 months of cash reserves at the current expense rate.
Recent market fluctuations have had the effect of reducing the Unrestricted/Undesignated funds.

The Stewardship campaign kicked off at the end of October, on Reformation Sunday when we also
celebrated Redeemer's 100th Anniversary. The theme is “100 Years of Abundance." The focus will
be on Abundance: Abundance in Community, Abundance of Faith, Abundance in Times of Want and
Abundance of Hope. The goal of the committee is to achieve 100 pledges by Thanksgiving! We hope
our members will be inspired to "give generously to support the work of Christ.”
Kim Enders, Treasurer
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Redeemer Engaging Refugees
BY KRIS MAHON
As Redeemer continues to joyfully serve our neighbors in many ways, a new branch of our serving
has become a reality. In September, a group of 8 members formed RER (Redeemer Engaging
Refugees). The group is focusing on how we can educate ourselves to help and serve refugees. We
have found two organizations that will help us meet these goals. Join RER members in January as
we learn and grow in many ways.
January 8th 9:45am-10:45am – World Relief Chicagoland
For over 40 years, WRC has been welcoming refugees and immigrants in venerable situations as
they rebuild their lives in the Western Chicago suburbs. A Christian humanitarian organization
bringing sustainable solutions to the world’s greatest problems, including mass displacement. You
may remember in September, we filled 3 duffle bags with hygiene products for those arriving on
buses from Texas. We will meet Rev. Keith Draper from World Relief Chicagoland.
January 15th 9:45am-10:45am – Exodus World Service
Exodus World Service mobilizes the Christian community to welcome and befriend refugees through
education about their plight, connecting volunteers with refugees through service projects, and
empowering people to be champions for refugees. We'll learn from Jason Mohn about EWS,
especially about the Fleeing for Your Life program that is scheduled for the next week.
January 22nd
9:45am-10:45am – Refugee stories
Learn about Ethnic Grocery Care packs, and panel discussion with RER members including an Ethnic
Coffee Hour. Please join for an informational and delicious hour.
1:00-2:00pm Fleeing for Your Life
A refugee journey simulation. In this interactive simulation, we'll take on the roles of refugees
forced to flee their homeland, making tough decisions along the way. This in-person, immersive
experience engages participants through compelling true stories and discussion questions.
Please look for sign up for this event in December. Limited to 40 individuals. If we have enough
response, we may add a second simulation.
Welcome to America! Pack
Turn an empty apartment into a home for a needy family by collecting and delivering basic
household items for the kitchen, bath, bedroom, and a month’s supply of food staples. You’ll meet a
refugee individual or family on the day they arrive and personally welcome them with these
essentials. We will collect items in January and store until a family is in need.
Look for the item sign up in December.
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Reopening Redeemer Update
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH

The task force includes the following Redeemer members:
Pastor Katie, Lanny Wilson, Connie Bothen, Kris Mahon, Sue Metzler, Trish Rosland, and Graeme
Shields.
After a wonderful long season of LOW COVID transmission rates, numbers are starting to rise again
(along with the new threat of RSV and the flu). Expecting that COVID transmission rates may
change, the Reopening Redeemer Taskforce has put together a guide to help you make the best
decisions for yourself and to know what to expect when worshipping at Redeemer. You can find it
on the Redeemer Website and it will be linked to the weekly email.
Since we have vaccines, we are striving to keep meeting in person and to keep offering the
programs that are important to our members. The main changes you may notice in Redeemer
practices will involve the way we serve communion and whether masking is optional, recommended,
or strongly recommended.
Going forward, the Redeemer Weekly Updates email will include current COVID transmission rates
in DuPage County, according to the CDC Guidelines of LOW, MEDIUM, and HIGH. We will also
include a link to our protocol document. With transmission rates changing rapidly Redeemer may
not be perfectly in line with day to day variations. Please be patient – we will do the best we can to
stay up to date!
Regardless of COVID transmission level, know that you can always make the decision that is best
for you. Please feel welcome to mask, social distance, or worship from home as you work to keep
you and your family healthy. Thank you for staying home when you are sick.
The Reopening Redeemer Taskforce will continue to monitor the situation and seek out the best
ways to keep our church open safely. Thank you for your support!
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Holiday Health Update
BY LANNY WILSON

Don't Let a Tripledemic Spoil Your Christmas Season
The Reopening Redeemer Task Force (Pastor Katie, Kris Mahon, Connie Bothen, Sue Metzler,
Trish Rosland, Graeme Shields, and Lanny Wilson) met on October 25th. Their consensus
recommendations can be found on Redeemer’s Website under the title “Redeemer COVID-19
Guidelines based on State and County Levels”. When making decisions about Redeemer’s
prevention strategies, we will be considering the COVID-19 Community Level (Low, Medium, or
High) in the County. Watch for the link and the information in the “Redeemer Weekly Updates”
emailed by Cindy Cimo on Wednesdays.
This is Redeemer’s third pandemic Christmas season. So, it is understandable that we are
experiencing pandemic fatigue; but we must not ‘let down our guard’ yet. Have you heard the
term Tripledemic? Although not a reality yet, it is certainly a possibility. It is shorthand for a
convergence of three different viruses: Covid-19, influenza (flu), and respiratory syncytial virus
(R.S.V.). A variety of Covid virus variants are swirling across the United States. At the same
time, the cold and flu season is off to an earlier start than usual this year, and the respiratory
virus, R.S.V., is on the rise – especially among children.
We should not let Scrooge, the Grinch, or a Tripledemic spoil our Christmas season. Use your
imagination to keep Scrooge and the Grinch from spoiling your Christmas celebrations; but as for
stopping the Tripledemic, these infection prevention tips should help:
Get the annual flu shot.
Get your COVID-19 shots and stay up-to-date with your boosters.
Stay home when sick.
Wear a mask or respirator to protect yourself and those around you. Wear a mask with best
fit, protection and comfort.
Avoid close contact with those who are ill.
Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.
Try to avoid randomly touching your eyes, nose, or mouth – especially when in public.
Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, handkerchief, or your elbow.
Talk to your doctor with any questions, including medication, for flu and COVID-19.
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD (Vice President)
DuPage County Board of Health
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Mission Outreach
BY KRIS MAHON

Redeemer Giving Tree 2022
Redeemer will continue to support our mission partners Holy
Family School and Hinsdale Community Service Seniors again
this season! The Giving Tree will be in the hallway starting
Sunday, November 27th. Please take one or more gift tags.
Gifts will be due back to church on Monday, December 12th by
10am. Please help make this holiday season special for someone!
Thank you!

The Night Ministry Coat Donation
Mission Outreach has used funds from their budget to purchase
30 winter coats for The Night Ministry. The Night Ministry is
one of Redeemer’s mission partners whose mission is to provide
human connection, housing support and health care to members
of the Chicago community who are unhoused or experiencing
poverty. Over 60,000 Chicagoans experience homelessness
each year.

DuPage Pads Service Date
DuPage Pads: Redeemer will provide and serve
dinner to 80 pads guests on December 31st from
4:30-6:00 pm. Please contact Jim Krillenberger or
Kris Mahon if you are interested. We will be adding
some New Year's Eve surprises in addition to their
dinner.

Thank you to all who attended Mission Outreach Adult Forums in October as we learned more
about our mission partners HCS and The Night Ministry.
Looking ahead…
MO and our church youth will again be supporting Hinsdale Community Services with the
'Souperbowl' of Caring in February 2023! Keep your eye on the weekly email for more info!
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Redeemer's 100th Anniversary Celebrations
BY SANDY DITEWIG, MARGE CHAPELLO, MARILYN LINDBERG, KATHY SELCKE

100th Anniversary Concert
On October 23rd we welcomed two close
friends, Heike Burghart Rice and Jared
Stellmacher, who, along with our own Graeme
Shields presented a not-to-be-forgotten
musical afternoon. It was a treat to hear such
skillful and varied music. Thank you to Heike,
Jared, and Graeme. Also thank you to all who
brought treats and helped set up for the
reception following the concert. Well done!

100th Anniversary Luncheon
On October 30th, Reformation Sunday marked the conclusion of
Redeemer’s 100th Anniversary celebration. The 10:00am worship
service, with Guest Pastor Aneel Trivedi delivering the sermon,
began a festive day. It concluded with a luncheon and program at
LaGrange Country Club. Over 130 people were in attendance. The
program, emceed by Council President Dave Mahon, featured
reflections by Pastor Katie and former Pastor Michael Bradburn;
videos provided by our former interns who entertained us with
stories of humorous incidents during their internship; a video of
Rev. Ralph Klein preaching at our 75th anniversary service and
speculating what life might be like in 2022 and video greetings sent
by our former pastor, Don Balster and his wife, Marian. A raffle
followed the program.

The Lion King
Redeemer and Broadway in Chicago! We hope you
reserved your tickets for the Redeemer outing to
The Lion King on December 11th. It will be great to
see this beloved musical in our own city with
fellow Redeemer family.
Soon we will be planning some fun events for
2023! Stay tuned.
Any questions? Please contact Marilyn Lindberg,
Kathy Selcke, or Marge Chapello
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100th Anniversary Celebration Thank You

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that made Redeemer’s 100th Anniversary Luncheon such
a special celebration! Their time, talent, hard work, and dedication were very much appreciated by
our Redeemer community.
Extra special thanks go to the Women’s Connection Committee for organizing, planning, and
overseeing the luncheon!
Women’s Connection Committee:
Sandy Ditewig, Marilyn Lindberg, Kathy Selcke, and Marge Chapello
Additional Luncheon Volunteers:
Jo Changelian, Ron Lindberg, Dave Mahon, Camille Pryber, Kate Sahlas, Julie Schwab, Jim Toomey,
Marcelle Vogle.
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Church News and Updates
BY CINDY CIMO

Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 20th
The Annual Meeting was Sunday, November
20th in person in the Sanctuary. We elected
the candidates for the Nominating Committee.
The elected candidates are Greg Held, Rick
Held, and Steve Selcke. They will begin their 2year term on January 1, 2023. The Nominating
Committee members with one year to serve are
Deborah Boling, Paula Hillier, and Pat Quast. Additional discussion includes: review of the Annual
Ministry Area Report of Redeemer from July 2021 - June 2022, the report on the search for the
vacant staff position, and progress a report on Redeemer's Vision and Mission Plan

2023 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes will be available at Redeemer in midDecember. Pick up your envelopes in the Narthex.
Members who give electronically and/or have a 500
envelope number will not receive paper envelopes. You
may always use one of the blue and white envelopes in
the pews. If you would like envelopes in addition to
electronic giving, contact the church office and we will
be happy to provide a box of envelopes.
Thank you for your continued financial support of
Redeemer.

Poinsettias for Christmas
Redeemer is beautifying the sanctuary again this Advent season with
poinsettias from Phillip’s Florist. If you would like to purchase/donate
toward Christmas poinsettias, please email Cindy in the church office
at: office@redeemerhinsdale.org.
Small poinsettias are available for $25 and large poinsettias are $42.50.
They will be displayed in the chancel beginning Sunday, December 18th
and can be picked up after the last Christmas Eve worship service.
The deadline to place your order is Monday, December 5th. Thank you!
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Year End Giving 2022
All offerings must be turned in by noon on
Friday, December 30, 2022, in order to receive
credit on your 2022 statement.
If you give electronically and have changed
your pledge amount, please update your on-line
giving directions on the church website.

Christmas Holiday Office Hours
The church office will be closed for the Christmas
holiday on December 26th and 27th. There will be
limited office hours the week between Christmas and
the New Years holiday. The office will also be closed on
Monday, January 2, 2023.
Please call the office if needed at 630-323-5530.

Reconciling in Christ Sunday
January 29th 2023
The last Sunday of January, Redeemer will
celebrate our 4th year as a Reconciling in
Christ Congregation. As a Reconciling in
Christ Church we welcome all people
regardless of their sexual orientation or
gender identity. This year-long process
involved crafting a genuine and wholly
encompassing welcome statement for
groups that have been marginalized by the
wider church in the past.
If you would like to be part of the worship
planning team for this important milestone,
please let Pr. Katie or Graeme Shields know.
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Aneel Trivedi Ordination Service
On November 13th, Redeemer had the great honor of
hosting the ordination service for Aneel Trivedi, former
Vicar of Redeemer 2019-2020. Bishop Yehiel Curry
presided and Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud of Wartburg
University preached. Following the service, we enjoyed
Indian food prepared by Aneel in the Fellowship Room.
Pastor Trivedi will assume his call to Messiah Lutheran
Church in Park Ridge, IL in the coming months.
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Church Baptism

Hadley Joanne Coughlin was
baptized on November 13th. Parents
are Brian & Ashley Coughlin and
proud grandmother is Sue Coughlin.

All Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 6th, Redeemer honored all the Saints past and present:
SAINTS WITH CHRIST CONFIRMED IN CHRIST BAPTIZED IN CHRIST
Meryl Dahlgren
Theodore Doege
Nola Gusafson
Harlow Jahnke
Robert Jauch
David Kendall
Ralph Pierce
Barara Saniie
Richard Roudebush

Jake Patterson
Bianca Pedersen
Megan Perdue
Ryan Seppanen
Markus Sfetcu
Camden Sieben
Maddie Temple
Ben Thompson

Olivia Calistro
Harlow Flick
Jericho Jakubek
Francesca Kasprzak
Corinne Pearson
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Quilter's Corner
BY CONNIE BOTHEN

Christmas Quilt Sunday
Christmas Quilts will be for sale on Sunday, December 4th.
Redeemer Quilters will display Christmas quilts on December 4th for your gift giving needs. All
quilts are priced at $40.
Funds are used to purchase fabric, supplies, and batting. Thank you for supporting quilts for
Lutheran World Relief!
All are welcome to join the quilters on Wednesday mornings in the lower level Fellowship Room.
Redeemer Quilters:
Ina Alikhan, Bev Beener, Connie Bothen, Gwen Entsminger, Dick Goers, Sue Graunke, Diane
Homann, Elizabeth Hunter, Karen Johnson, Faith Masek, Hadley McCarthy, Sue Murphy, Ann
Roberts, Joan Rosland, Trish Rosland, Judy Rosland, Kate Sahlas, Joan Romer-Sheppel, and Ellie
Whitmer
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Healthy Spiritual Journey
BY LANNY WILSON

Remember Me
The 2017 movie “Coco” introduced many to Dia de los
Muertos - Day of the Dead - and helped us to rethink
the Christian ‘Allhallowtide’ season encompassing the
tridium of All Saints’ or All Hallows’ Eve (Halloween),
All Saints’ Day (All Hallows’ Day), and All Souls’ Day.
The Day of the Dead, an ancient Mexican celebration,
encompasses these three days. Its philosophy is this:
“Nobody truly dies unless they are forgotten”. The love
that you have for me will live-on, whether on earth or
in heaven, as long as you ‘remember me’.
All Saints’ or All Hallows’ Eve is celebrated in many
countries on October 31 st , the day before All Saints’ or
All Hallows’ Day. Although considered a secular holiday,
with little or no religious meaning (by many
Americans), it begins the observance of Allhallowtide,
the time in the Christian calendar dedicated to
remembering the dead, including saints (hallows),
martyrs, and all departed souls. It is a time when, after
I have left this earth, I hope my family and friends will
take time to remember me fondly.
All Saints’ or All Hallows’ Day, also called the ‘Feast of All Saints’, is celebrated on the first
Sunday in November. In the Roman Catholic tradition, it is a holy day of obligation. The first
evidence of honoring all saints and all martyrs in November came during the reign of Pope
Gregory III (731-741). On that date, he dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s, Rome, to honor all saints.

“Remember me, for I will
soon be gone.
Remember me, and let
the love we have live
on.”

All Souls’ Day, also known as the ‘Commemoration of All the
Faithful Departed’ and the ‘Day of the Dead’, is the third day
of Allhallowtide, November 2nd. It is the day set aside for
remembering the faithful departed’ in prayer and song and
celebration. Practices and beliefs about All Souls’ Day vary
among Christian denominations. The day has been merged
with All Saints’ Day by many.

-Lyrics from Remember
Me, in the 2017 animated
Pixar film, “Coco”.
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Whether we decorate graves, bring flowers, have a picnic
with candles, or hold religious services for our dearly
“Then he said, ‘Jesus,
departed, the main thing seems to be to remember them in
remember me when you
some way. When Jesus was hanging on the cross, the
remorseful criminal hanging beside him pleaded “…remember
come
into
your
me when you come into your kingdom”; Jesus’ reply was,
kingdom.’”
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” It
- Luke 23:42
seems fair to suggest that most of us would like to be
remembered positively, both in heaven and on earth, when
we have departed. One of the marvelous attributes of our
religious life is that, even when our family and friends have
forgotten us, with our frail, earthly memories, our God of
eternity and our great cloud of witnesses who have preceded
us to heaven, will be with us and remember us eternally.
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us live our lives with meaning and grace, joyful
service and prayer. Then, in our final hour - when we say Remember Me - we will join the hallowed
saints who have gone before; and Jesus will say “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”
In God’s love,
Lanny F. Wilson, MD
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Christmas Schedule of Services
2022-2023
Advent Wednesday Worship: 7pm on November 30th,
December 7th & 14th
Sunday, December 18th Cantata/Lessons and Carols Service: 10:00am
Christmas Eve Worship: 4:00pm, 7:00pm, and 9:00pm
Christmas Day Worship: 10:00am
Sunday, January 1st Worship: 10:00am
Please join us this holiday season. Watch the weekly email for information about
online accessibility of these services.
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