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At Redeemer this Spring we

will embrace our natural

surroundings and learn to

care and cherish the gift of

nature.

Read More on Page 2

PASTOR'S COLUMN

Throughout Lent there will be

a myriad of activities to aid us

in living into the season. Ash

Wednesday begins a time of

reflection and stewardship of

our natural surroundings.

Read More on Page 5

LENT PREVIEW 

In case you missed the MLK

Brunch, read on to discover

what eight spiritual leaders

had to say about where we are

today and how to move

forward.

Read More on Page 19

MLK BRUNCH RECAP



Pastor's Column
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH 

Lent means spring. So, it’s fitting that this year
our theme for the season is For the Beauty of
the Earth. The seasons of the church year echo
the seasons of nature in the Northern
Hemisphere. As we prepare for Easter and the
resurrection, we can see signs of the whole earth
getting ready to blossom and grow. As much as
winter can be a wonderful rest and comforting
respite, I know I’m not alone in eagerly awaiting
the coming of spring.

These themes of life and growth aren’t just for
the cycles of the liturgy. They also resonate with
our life as Christians. As God’s people we can
also expect to go through cycles of quiet and
rest as well as life and growth. Lent can be a
time of spring for discipleship. This year we have
an opportunity to reflect on our own growth as
people of God.
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“I am like a green olive tree in the
house of God.” 
                                          – Psalm 52:8             

This year I’m struck by the idea that a
Christian person is like a tree. The Psalmists
love this image of people growing in the light
of God. Looking out the west doors at the
magnificent trees surrounding Redeemer I
can picture the analogy in real time.

We Christians, like trees, are called to have
deep roots. Just as secret waterways nourish
tree roots, we are sustained by the waters of
our baptism. Our rootedness comes from
years of worship, prayer, and Bible Study. We
count on the foundations of our family
practices and church traditions to give us
stability even in times of spiritual drought.
Deep roots make us strong.



We Christians, like trees, are called to have
strong but surprisingly flexible trunks. Each
year’s experience brings us additional rings of
wisdom. And yet, when the storms of life come,
when changes blow through, we must be able to
bend and sway or we will break. Like the tree, we
must learn how to stand strong and where we
can bend. Learning from our communities helps
us both maintain structure and adapt to our
ever-changing world.

We Christians, like trees, are called to reach out
our branches. It is not enough to merely exist as
we have for decades before. We must reach out,
stretching ourselves like the trees do, to grow
new fruit, to provide shade for those in need, to
even make a home for the little ones. Working to
serve people who are hungry or homeless, sick or
lonely helps us grow as Christians and fulfill our
calling as God’s people.
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Proper Preface Passion Sunday – 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
the tree of the cross gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life
might be restored, and that the evil one, who by a tree once overcame, might by
a tree be overcome.                      

This Lent we will have many opportunities
to celebrate the beauty of God’s good
creation. May we, like the trees, grow deep
roots, strong (but flexible) trunks, and wide
branches. Thanks be to God who nourishes
and sustains us this Spring and always!

Thanks be to God!



BY PASTOR KELSEY JOHNSON

Assistant Pastor's Column 

Reaching Outward, Bearing Fruit

Lent is one of my favorite seasons. I promise
I’m not setting up a joke, nor am I stretching
this for the sake of the Lenten newsletter.
Lent really is one of my favorite seasons.  
Here’s why. Lent is a time of growth towards
new life- both physically and spiritually. The
seasonal change during Lent is inherently
hopeful in a physical sense: with the days
getting longer, warmer, and blossoms growing
on trees to bear fruit. Lent is also spiritually
hopeful, bringing a season of orienting both
inward to cultivate focus on what’s most
important as well as outward into serving the
community in new and fruitful ways.

When I was growing up, I was taught that Lent
is a time of focus, inviting us to take seriously
our spiritual walk by giving something up
through fasting. I was also taught that in the
place of giving something up, something
should be taken on in its place: usually
something community or service-oriented.
This resonates in the way I approach ministry
in a highly collaborative and communal way.
Lent, for me personally, allows space to dig
back down into the roots of my upbringing in
order to again reach outwards into wondering
what fruit we will bear as we walk together
towards the hope of the resurrection. It’s a
blessing to dig into our roots at Redeemer,
consider what is important during this time,
and reach outwards in new ways to bear fruit
in our community knowing that the path of
Lent leads to the promise and joy of Easter. In
this way, Lent is a season that lends well to
ecumenicism and interfaith partnerships. This
is my focus during the next several weeks
under the umbrella of Vicar Brent’s theme “For
the Beauty of the Earth”. This kicks off with
ashes to-go not just at Redeemer, but at the
Hinsdale train station Feb 14th from 7am-8am. 

It’s an opportunity to connect with the local
commuter community. The faith youth
collective: which has been steadily growing in
partnership with other area youth groups will
meet at Redeemer on Feb 25th for dinner and
games 5-6:30pm. I’m excited for our
partnership with Grace Episcopal for the Easter
Vigil on March 30th at 7pm. It’s my favorite
service out of the entire year, and will include
processing the Holy Fire from Grace to
Redeemer together followed by an evening of
scripture and musical collaboration. I hope you
can make it to this special service. 

Finally, the youth will be hosting an Easter
breakfast fundraiser between services on March
31st 9:45-10:45am. Proceeds will help our group
get to the ELCA youth gathering in New
Orleans in July, and is a wonderful opportunity
to gather and eat together on Easter morning. 

Our community outreach ministries and
mindset at Redeemer are an opportunity to
embody, or live out, this Lent to Easter
seasonal pattern. Through giving of our time,
resources, and creativity we also imagine new
life and hope in building a wider beloved
community together. May your season draw
upon the roots of your faith and be fruitful in
the ways you connect with Redeemer's
widening community!
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BY VICAR BRENT ELLERBEE

Vicar's Column 

The story of how I came to appreciate nature
and care about creation is a long and winding
one, threading throughout my life. It began in
childhood in Texas, spending weekends
exploring the land my parents owned in the
Texas hill country, attending family reunions
at the prairie farm where my grandfather grew
up, and tubing down as many Texas rivers as
my family could travel to during long summers.
Once I joined the Air Force, long walks and
road trips through the Mojave Desert helped
me escape the restless confines of the bright
city of Las Vegas. After that, walking the
greenbelt behind my parent’s San Antonio
home not only helped me stay fit during idle
college summers, but also instilled a life-long
love of hiking. Later on, living in Minneapolis
helped nurture my love of ecology, the study of
how all life is connected and how balance is
needed for all living things to flourish.
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The most recent evolution of my
understanding of my connection to nature
came after hearing an NPR interview with Ed
Yong, author of “An Immense World: How
Animal Senses Reveal the World Around Us”.
In the book and interview, Yong discusses how
people tend to view nature, and how that
serves to deepen the false division between
humans and the rest of God’s creation. Yong
writes: “Equating wilderness with otherworldly
magnificence treats it as something remote,
accessible only to those with the privilege to
travel and explore. It imagines that nature is
something separate from humanity rather than
something we exist within.” It is tempting for
us humans to see ourselves as elevated above
our environment, to believe that we are
somehow special. In the field of environmental
ethics, this belief is called “anthropocentrism,”
the idea that humans are the most important
species on the planet. 

But perhaps we are called to view our place in
creation in a different light. Perhaps we are
meant to recognize that we are part of
creation, and that we are to join all of creation
in praising our God.

The anthropocentric view is also often found in
our biblical interpretation. We relegate creation
to certain parts of scripture, such as the
Genesis creation story, the image- laden poetry
of certain Psalms, or the cataclysmic
destruction and beatific renewal of Revelation.
However, the bulk of scripture, in our
perspective, is mostly human business. It’s the
stories of kingdoms rising and falling, families
persevering through strife, a chosen people set
apart, and even God himself becoming human.
It is a collection of sacred writings concerned
with humans first and foremost. What if we
could shift our perspective? What if we could
ask, what does this entire book have to say
about God’s good and vast creation, of which
we are but a part?

During this Lenten season, I invite you to start
seeing creation, and God’s love of it, in other
texts as well. For example, at Christ’s Baptism,
Transfiguration, and Crucifixion, the skies are
torn apart. Or in the story of Hagar, God brings
forth water in the desert, saving her and her
son from death, and reshaping creation in the
process. We can even find creation in that
central ritual of Ash Wednesday, the Imposition
of the Ashes. This year, when you remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return,
I invite you to think about how that sentence
incapsulates the entire life cycle. Or how life
arises from the soil, and how the food that
sustains our lives needs it to grow. This Lenten
season, you will have the opportunity to take a
closer look at creation, and to consider how God
calls us all to care for it. We are from earth, and
to earth we will return.
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CHRISTMAS REVIEW and THANKS

A very belated Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year, Redeemer! Of course, it wouldn’t
have been such a Merry Christmas without all
of the help and hard work from this
congregation. The kids did an excellent job
with the Christmas Pageant, especially with
the help of all the volunteers. The Children’s
Choir did a great job leading the music.

The cantata this year fell on the third Sunday
of Advent, and Festival Choir spent a lot of
time preparing Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas
Cantata for the 100th birthday of the
composer. We were very happy to reprise piece
this with the Gargoyle Brass and Grace
Episcopal’s choir this January along with many
other Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany
retrospective music for an Echoes of the
Season concert.

BY GRAEME SHIELDS

Music & Worship
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There was a liturgical balance to be met in December with Advent 4 falling on Christmas Eve. We
enjoyed musical liturgy at all services that day featuring familiar Advent and Christmas hymn
tunes while staying true to the lectionary readings. A big thank you to Festival Choir and
especially Sal and Erin for helping to lead the music for those services.

Thank you to all the readers, candle lighters, ushers, acolytes, communion assistants, musicians,
altar guild members, decorators, and everyone else who had a hand in bringing these December
services together. We couldn’t have done it without you!
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RIC SUNDAY

Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Sunday on January 28th featured guest preacher Pastor Paul Willey
and a lightly adapted liturgy. Festival Choir, dressed in all colors, prepared Tom Trenney’s
arrangement of “For Everyone Born”. Coffee hour was buzzing with people thanks in part to
cupcakes from Jennivee’s and many other coffee hour goodies from the RIC Committee and staff.
A big thank you also goes out to our panelists during Adult Forum that lead a discussion around
questions about RIC and the LGBTQIA+ community. Thank you Pastor Paul, Sal Garza, Galen
Banashak, Camille Pryber, Kathy Selcke, and Trish Rosland. 



LENT and UPCOMING EVENTS

On Sunday, February 11th, we’ll be joined by youth who will be participating in all aspects of the
service. My favorite element is their collaboration with Alleluia Ringers to play a peal this Sunday.
We will also sneak in a few extra “Alleluias” before Lent begins. Please join us!

This year Ash Wednesday falls on February 14th. There will be a service in the Sanctuary at 12:00
noon and at 7:00pm (the 7pm service will be hybrid). There will be Ashes at the Train Station from
7:00am-8:00am and a “drive-thru” option from 5:00pm-6:00pm under Redeemer’s porte-
cochere. Lots of ways to get your ashes this year!

A few things about the liturgy will change for Lent. First, we will be bridging some of the liturgy
that we’ll be using for midweek worship into Sundays. We will also be using music from Setting 9
in the ELW and plan to go back to wafers for communion. 

During Lent we will also be bringing back Lenten soup suppers and, of course, midweek worship
beginning February 21st. Worship will feature Marty Haugen’s Tree of Life communion setting
which is reminiscent of Holden Evening Prayer. This service, however, better reflects the theme of
environmental sustainability this season. We’ll also lean into the hymn text For the Beauty of the
Earth but will utilize a different hymn tune each week. 

Palm Sunday falls on March 24th this year. Be prepared to process with palms at both the 8:30am
and 11:00am services! Redeemer’s Maundy Thursday service will be March 28th at 7pm followed by
Good Friday on March 29th at 7pm. 

A chart at the end of this newsletter summarizes the Lenten service offerings.
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For the last two years, we have presented Lloyd Larson’s The Shadow of the Cross. It is time for a
change! Please consider joining the choir for a few rehearsals to help us sing Mary McDonald’s “It
Is Finished.” Not only can you stretch your vocal legs, it’s also a great way to tryout the choir and
see if it is a fit for you! 
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We will be celebrating an Easter Vigil with Grace Episcopal on Saturday, March 30th at 7pm. We
will begin across the street just outside of Grace and then process to Redeemer for the service. 

Easter Sunday is March 31st. We will once again be joined by Gargoyle Brass at both the 8:30am
and 11:00am services. 

In preparing for the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday services, we need your help to decorate the
sanctuary. Decorating will begin on Saturday, March 30th at 10:00am. Contact Graeme at
music@redeemerhinsdale.org for more information. 

mailto:music@redeemerhinsdale.org
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2024 LENTEN THEME

This year’s Lenten theme will be “For the Beauty of
the Earth.” Join us for this very special season as
we consider God’s wonderful creation, and all that
we are called to do as children of God to nurture
and care for it. This theme will be explored through
small group book studies, field trips, special Adult
Forum speakers, Wednesday night worship, and
much more! 

There truly is something for everyone here.
Contact Vicar Brent if you have any questions
about any of the following programs.

BY VICAR BRENT

2024 Lenten Programming
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SOUP SUPPERS RETURN

Soup suppers are back! Please join us in the
fellowship room from 5:30pm-6.45pm for a meal
and time to connect before Wednesday worship.
Please note that you do not need to arrive right at
5:30pm. You and your family can come and go
whenever works best for you. There will be
vegetarian and gluten-free options available.

LENTEN WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

Wednesday night worship will be based on the Tree
of Life liturgy composed by Marty Haugen, and will
include some of the Bible’s most important writings
on God and Christ’s relationship to creation. There
will also be brief homilies from Redeemer members
touching on how the environment impacts their
lives, and how they live out their faith in caring for
it. The services start up on Ash Wednesday and
continue through the Lenten Season. Services take
place from 7-7:30pm.
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LENTEN SMALL  GROUP BOOK STUDY

Small groups will be returning at the start of Lent. During this season we will do a book study
using “A Grounded Faith”. Edited and published by an ecumenical faith group dealing with
ecological issues, A Grounded Faith is a daily Lenten devotional that encourages us to renew our
relationship with both Creator and creation.

Copies of the book are available for purchase for $5 on a table outside of the Parish Room. There
will be several small groups discussing this book, read on to find an option that works for you. 

The groups are as follows:

Vicar Brent’s Small Group: Mondays, 7:00-7:30AM at Brewed Awakening Coffee Shop in
Westmont
Pastor Katie’s Small Group: Tuesdays, 10-10:30AM, on ZOOM. See the weekly email for the
ZOOM link
Jay Hines-Shah’s Small Group: Wednesdays, 6:15-7PM, at Redeemer

You can sign up for the group of your choice under the Lent bulletin board outside of the Parish
Room, or by emailing Vicar Brent.
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LENTEN FIELD TRIPS

There will be two field trip opportunities this Lent. Both explore our theme of creation care in
different ways. Sign-up sheets will be located on the Lent bulletin board, or you can email Vicar
Brent at vicarbrent@redeemerhinsdale.org.

BLUE PARADOX AT MSI

Congregational Trip to the Museum of Science and
Industry: Saturday, February 24 at 9AM.

The first is a trip to see the breathtaking Blue Paradox
exhibit. This immersive exhibit gives you a firsthand,
sensory experience showing you the effect the plastics
pollution crisis is having on our planet. We will also have
the chance to view the documentary “Blue Whales:
Return of the Giants” at the Giant Dome Theater.

Check out the Museum website  for info on ticket prices
and parking options (https://www.msichicago.org/). We
will meet at the church at 9am and carpool to the
museum. Contact Vicar Brent for more information.

RESTORATION WORKDAY

Saturday, March 16 9AM-12PM
Willowbrook Forest Preserve-Glen Ellyn

Our second field trip opportunity will be
a workday with the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County. Actively live
out your call to care for God’s creation
by helping to improve a forest preserve
prairie or woodland by collecting seeds or
removing non-native plants. This event
is open to adults and children 8 and up.
Please sign up by Friday, March 8. 

PS: Great practice for joining the Faithful
Gardeners around Redeemer this Spring
and Summer.
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ADULT EDUCATION

Adult Education during Lent will bring us guest speakers who will educate us on how to care for
creation in our homes, our faith, and our greater environment.

MARCH 3-CAROLINE K. WILLIAMS

On March 3, join us as the Executive Director of Chicago Muslims
Green Team, Caroline K. Williams, teaches us how people of
different faiths care for their environment, and how her
organization has worked to make the Muslim holiday of Ramadan
more sustainable.  

Learn how we can all take practical steps to eliminate waste and
over-consumption during our big holiday celebrations,
whatever they may be.

FEBRUARY 25-KAY MCKEEN

Join us on February 25 as we welcome Kay McKeen,
Founder and Executive Director of SCARCE (School
and Community Assistance for Recycling and
Composting Education).

Taking Care of the Earth - Sustainability is the Key!
Learn about our connection with natural resources
and healthy, safe alternatives to our daily practices.

MARCH 10-FOREST PRESERVE
DISTRICT OF DUPAGE COUNTY

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County  
will join us March 10 to discuss Native Plants
and Pollinators of Our Local Landscapes.

Dig into native plants best suited for your
landscape. Discover the benefits of native
plants at your home, including reduced
maintenance, water conservation, and
improved soil condition. Then, get tips for
native plantings to attract pollinators like
butterflies, bees, hummingbirds, which in turn
support other native wildlife.
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NEW “CREATION CARE” COLUMN

During the Lenten season, check the
weekly e-blast for a special column where
Vicar Brent will briefly define and discuss a
specific area of creation care. Included in
the column will be a link to a resource or
organization that is working in that
specific area. Learn about the many
different ways we can care for creation,
and perhaps find your newest passion!

CLIMATE ADVOCATE TRAINING

This Lenten season, Bishop Yehiel Curry of our
Metropolitan Chicago Synod is inviting church
members across the Synod to take part in a special
training to become a Climate Ambassador.

Help care for creation, protect your neighbors and
communities, and ensure a prosperous, just, and
secure future for all — become a certified Blessed
Tomorrow Climate Ambassador. This free, four-
hour, on-demand training and resources will
empower and equip you to inspire clergy,
congregants, your workplace, community, and
policymakers to action on climate change that
really makes a difference! You can register at
(https://blessedtomorrow.org/blessed-tomorrow-
ambassadors-training) using the registration code
ELCA, or scan the QR code to the right. If you are
interested in participating in this initiative, please
contact Vicar Brent by February 15.



REDEEMER ENGAGING REFUGEES UPDATE

The RER committee is growing and changing as we look to welcome refugee and asylum seeking
neighbors. After one and a half years, this newer committee decided it was time for a mission
statement and annual goals.

“Driven by the gospel, we are called to the work of welcoming and supporting those
legally seeking asylum and refuge in the Chicagoland area through partnering with
resettlement organizations, assisting with the work of other churches, and ongoing

learning hosted within our church.”

With the statement in mind the committee formulated their goals:

Adult Education and discussion during the month of April
Up to three Welcome Packs and one Ethnic Grocery Pack per year*
Survey the congregation for interest levels
On-going education for the congregation
Work along with other churches/Synod who are doing similar work

Please join us in April:
April 4th: Exodus Celebration of Hope dinner at Drury Lane (see more info below)
Adult Education speakers April 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.

Questions? Reach out to Kris Mahon or Jo Changelian. 

*Welcome Pack and Ethnic Grocery Packs (https://exodusworldservice.org/serve-chicago-area/)

BY KRIS MAHON

Redeemer Engaging Refugees (RER)
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EXODUS CELEBRATION OF HOPE

Thursday, April 4th, 2024
Drury Lane
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois
5:00 - 6:00pm Check-In & Reception
6:00 - 8:15pm Complimentary Dinner & Program
Please contact Jo Changelian if you are interested.

You’re invited to an evening of warm hospitality and joining together for refugees!

At Celebration of Hope, you'll experience the significant difference you make for refugee
neighbors. You'll hear updates on programs that are creating exciting new ways to welcome
together. You'll be inspired by refugees' stories of courage and resilience—from fleeing war to
building new lives of meaning and purpose.



BY SARAH CHARLES

Mental Health Focus Continues
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Redeemer will once again participate in Walk the Walk for
Mental Health. On May 19th, Redeemer members will  meet
at the Community House at 9am and walk to fundraise for a
very important cause. 

The 17th Annual Walk the Walk for Mental Health is not your
average walk, it’s a one-mile Color Walk that celebrates
mental and physical wellness, access to mental health
services, and ending the stigma associated with talking
about our mental health.

May 19th is your opportunity to #StepUp, #WalktheWalk, and raise money in support of
equitable access to mental health services at The Community House. They provide life-changing
mental health services to children, youth, young adults, and their families on a sliding scale. No
one is turned away because of their inability to pay. Watch the weekly e-blasts for more info!



BY MARY LANDIS

Church and Community Updates

SPRING RECYCLING EVENT

Church and Community is moving forward into spring, hosting the
third Community Recycling event on Saturday, April 13 9-12
complete with shred truck. Stay tuned for more information. Start
saving books, medical equipment (walkers, scooters, crutches),
bikes, sheets for our quilters and wire hangers. More to follow.

Also remember that Redeemer collects batteries, wine bottle
corks, plastic bread tags, old crayons, and old keys the first
Sunday of each month. 
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DUSABLE MUSEUM VISIT-FEBRUARY 10

We hope you will be a part of the group to visit the DuSable Museum on
Saturday, Feb. 10. See information on bulletin board and sign-up sheet.
Contact Mary Landis if you have questions. 

ADULT FORUM-FEBRUARY 18

Join the congregation on for Adult Education
February 18 at 9:45 with author Shaeri Green (a
seminarian at LSTC). She will talk about her
book, God’s Holy Darkness, and have a signing.
Shaeri will, also, preach at both services.



BY REV. LINNEA WILSON

MLK “I Have a Dream” Breakfast

Eight spiritual leaders—Christian, Muslim, Pujari-Hindu, Sikh, Jewish—blessed the event, calling
upon God to further the cause of peace and prosperity for all. Among the highlights of the
morning were a video tribute by Naomi Ruth King, Dr. King’s sister-in-law; moving musical
tributes by the DuPage AME and Cathedral of Grace St. John AME choirs, and gospel singer Rev.
Darius Brooks; and presentation of an award to Bob Zellner, an early advocate and supporter of
Dr. King. Mr. Zellner was arrested with Dr. King nineteen times, of which he said, “Dr. King
turned me into a criminal!

As one ‘Friend’ of the event, Redeemer contributed to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Unity Fund,
a new permanently endowed fund that will augment the DuPage Foundation’s Community Impact
Grant Program in the areas of health, human services, and education; the focus of the Fund is to
support DuPage County public charities that prioritize serving Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color communities. Thanks be to God that through our Church and Community working group, we
are blessed to help Dr. King’s ‘one day’ ‘dream’ become a reality today. 

What do 1,240 strangers eating
breakfast together have in common?

On January 15th, they overflowed the Drury
Lane Ballroom to celebrate the life and work
of Dr. Martin Luther, King, Jr.  Nine members
of Redeemer braved the bitter cold to join
this diverse group gathered as an example of
Dr. King’s “beloved community”, people
dedicated to the principles of racial equality
and nonviolent social change. 
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BY PASTOR KATIE AND MARY LANDIS

Congregational Life Updates

Here is how it works!

At the request of the person in need, one of our pastors will
reach out to our volunteer Friend-to-Friend Coordinator,
Redeemer member Lori Perdue.

1.

Lori gets in touch with the person to find out what schedule
works best for them and if they have any specific needs, like
quantities or dietary restrictions.

2.

Lori will plug that information into a Care Calendar and email the
link to those who have volunteered to provide meals.

3.

People on the list only sign up to provide a meal when it works
for them. No need to reply to emails when you are out of town or
otherwise unavailable. Meals DO NOT have to be homemade.
Premade meals from a grocery store or restaurant work too!

4.

The volunteer who provides the meal is responsible for delivery
on the day they signed for.

5.

It’s just that easy! If you are in need of meals, please let Pr. Katie or
Pr. Kelsey know. Also, if you would like to be added to the Friend-
to-Friend list, please contact Lori Purdue (info in the church
directory) or the Church Office.

Thank you for helping to provide a real service to members in need!

FRIEND-TO-FRIEND

Redeemer has a meal making ministry called “Friend-to-
Friend.” When someone is sick, bereaved, or has a new baby
and meals are helpful, Redeemer likes to step in to provide.
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RECYCLING EVENT

On Saturday, April 13 from 9am-12pm, Mission Outreach will be
participating in the Recycling Event to be held in Redeemer's parking lot.
Volunteers will collect new/gently used bedsheets and sewing thread for
our Quilters. (No white sheets please!)

HINSDALE COMMUNITY HOUSE MENTAL HEALTH WALK

Mission Outreach will be participating in the Hinsdale Community House
“Walk the Walk” for Mental Health on Sunday morning, May 19th. Further
information will be available closer to the time of the event.



BY MARIE MCGANN

Mission Outreach Recap

Mission Outreach worked with the RIC Committee to sponsor a
speaker from The Center on Halstead during Adult Ed on February
4th. It was a great discussion!

Thank you to all who participated in the quilt raffle on RIC Sunday!
The Quilters donated a quilt to raffle with the proceeds going to
The Center on Halstead. We raised two hundred dollars!

On March 6th, the Mission Outreach committee will host the
Lenten Soup Supper.

Thank you to everyone who purchased a Home Run Inn pizza for
pick-up on Super Bowl Sunday. Thirty percent of the proceeds goes
directly to Love, Inc., one of our mission partners.

Please watch the hallway bulletin board for sign-ups for a Work Day
at the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County taking place from
9am until Noon on Saturday, March 16. This project is in
conjunction with our Lenten series For the Beauty of the Earth.

THANK YOU!

Mission Outreach would like to thank the following volunteers
who helped rake leaves for two households this fall, in
Willowbrook and Hinsdale. Thank you Matt and Luke
Antinossi, Crystal Workman and her two children, Faith and
Frank Masek and their grandson Marco, the Charles Family,
Missy Roberts, Bruce Forbush, Vicar Brent, and Pastor
Kelsey. Well done!

In December, Redeemer members provided Target gift cards
to 36 6th and 7th graders at Holy Family School. Members
also provided gifts for 53 area seniors who qualify for the food
pantry services at Hinsdale Community Services. Thank you
to everyone who provided gifts! Thank you also to Caryl
Molinaro for helping with the senior gift pick-up set-up and
to Barb and Chuck Schmidt who helped at the senior gift pick-
up. Again, well done! 

All 36 Holy Family schoolchildren wrote thank you notes.
Please see the bulletin board in the hallway to read some of
the notes received. The children were very appreciative!
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Office Manager Search Update
BY PASTOR KATIE HINES-SHAH
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Congregational Meeting
SAVE THE DATE! REDEEMER'S CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Redeemer’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 19, 2024. Mark you
calendars and keep an eye out for further info about time and place. As we get closer to the date,
more information will be shared in both the weekly email and also during the announcement
portion of Sunday services.

Jeffery Moseley’s last day at Redeemer was
January, 26th, which means Redeemer will be
looking for a new Office Manager! While we gather
a committee and access Redeemer’s needs going
forward, we are delighted to announce that new
member Laura Lingo will be at the front desk
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:30-1:30 and
Wednesdays 9-1:30. Friday the Office will be
closed. Laura has been a writer, teacher, designer,
director, humorist, insurance agent, and
performer...and now, she's the new face at the
front desk. Laura & her wife, Marie, moved from
Minnesota to Western Springs, where Laura grew
up. They joined Redeemer in January. Laura is
grateful to God & Redeemer for giving her the
opportunity to work in this wonderful community! 

Redeemer member Will Swenson is returning as our Newsletter editor! A big thank you to Will for
stepping up to work on THIS newsletter! We are so grateful for the many talents of Redeemer
members and staff! 

If you or anyone you know are interested in the full time Office Manager position, please let Pr.
Katie know. More information about the position will be available soon!



QUILT SUNDAY IS MARCH 24

Quilts will be on display Palm Sunday, March 24.

Quilts are available for purchase, $40. Pay a quilter
or in the church office.

Donations also accepted, all funds go for purchase
of batting, fabric, and machine repair.

Volunteers are always needed to help on
Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Room and
drivers to take quilt boxes to Elgin for shipping to
the Lutheran World Relief Warehouse in Maryland.

More information? Talk to a quilter!
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Redeemer Quilters
BY CONNIE BOTHEN



BY KIM ENDERS

Financial Update
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN 2023-24 SECOND QUARTER FINANCIAL REVIEW

Redeemer’s second quarter of the 2023-24 fiscal year ended on December 31, 2023, and
Redeemer achieved a Net Income of $55,039. Income for the same period last year was $51,457.
This is a great increase from the first quarter income of $16,548. Offerings were up in each of the
three months of the quarter, and in particular December. Income to date was 57% of budget.
Expenses were more than expected, mostly due to additional payroll expenses and the timing of
some capital expenditures. Expenses for the year to date were 48.3% of the budgeted amount,
still less than the 50% of budget at the end of the first half. We don’t foresee any extraordinary
expenses.

The church continues to stand in a strong financial position. The Balance Sheet shows total
Equity figures at $1,452,808. Total Equity at the same time last year was $1,299,274. As a
percentage of Total Assets, the second quarter-end year to date distribution was as follows:
$745,936, 51.3%, in Restricted Funds, $393,889, 27.1%, in Special Designated Purpose Funds,
and $312,979, 21.5%, in Unrestricted/Undesignated Funds. We have 6.25 months of cash reserves
at the current expense rate. This amount of Unrestricted Funds is about the average amount that
we have held in the recent past. Recent market fluctuations have had the effect of increasing
overall equity, and in particular, the Unrestricted/Undesignated funds, and recapturing some loss
on assets from previous years.

The Stewardship campaign kicked off at the end of October, on Reformation Sunday. To date we
are showing 80 pledges, up from 77 pledges recorded last year, for a total of $467,454. The same
group of people pledged $442,877 in 2023. There is still time to pledge for anyone who wishes to
do so. We hope our members will be inspired to “give generously to support the work of Christ.”

Kim Enders, Treasurer



Every year, money is available through grants from the Redeemer Covenant Endowment Fund. Up
to 6% of the average of the prior year’s quarterly valuations may be distributed as approved by
the Council. This year, Redeemer’s Endowment Committee has approved the use of up to $30,000. 

The monies are generally distributed to mission causes, property needs or other causes approved
by Council. Applications for funds can be obtained through the church office. Applicants will be
asked for their group name, contact information, amount requested, purpose and expected
results. Applications should be returned to the church office to the attention of the Council
President Linda Carpenter on or before March 15th, 2024. Awards will be announced no later than
May 1st, 2024.

BY LINDA CARPENTER

2024 Endowment Grant Applications Available
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Updated Church Website
Redeemer has been making some updates to the website recently. Changes have been made to
ensure easier navigation and placing important information front and center. Pr. Kelsey put
together this nifty graphic below to illustrate some highlights. 



BY PASTOR KELSEY

Church News and Updates
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New Redeemer Members

In January, Redeemer celebrated new members of our congregation. We warmly welcome Kyle
Bakhshi, Pepper Geiersbach, Laura Lingo and Marie Pritchard, and Jean Roloff!

We are so grateful for the many ways they are already connecting with our community of grace
and care. Please welcome them and introduce yourself when you see them around.

Contact information for new members and updated contact information for Mary Mattheeussen
is available in the church office for those reading the newsletter online, or is added as a paper
insert with the hard copy version.

The group was also joined by Dr. Lanny Wilson, Vicar Brent, Mary Landis, Pr. Katie, and Pr. Kelsey
to learn about one another, opportunities to serve in ministry, and the history of Redeemer.

Pictured Above L-R: Dr. Lanny Wilson, Vr. Brent Ellerbee, Pepper Geiersbach, Marie Pritchard,
Jean Roloff, Laura Lingo, Kyle Bakhshi, Mary Landis, Pr. Kaite, and Pr. Kelsey. 



Redeemer Baptism
Kensley Venable

On December 24th 2023, Kensley
Venable was baptized by Pr. Katie.
Kensley is pictured with parents
Kennedy Venable, Adam Adams and
Pr. Katie. God’s blessings! 
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Please consider volunteering for
Redeemer’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
between services on Easter Sunday.
You can take a bag of eggs or donate
your own filled with small toys and nut-
free candy. Contact Pr. Kelsey with
questions. 

Easter  Egg Hunt



Time to Spring Ahead
We are at that time again! Daylight Saving time
begins at 2:00am on Sunday, March 10th. Spring
ahead time change - remember to set your clock
forward one hour, we would hate for you to miss
church!
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2024 Offering Envelopes
Please pick up your new offering envelopes from
the table in the Narthex. Thank you for saving us
postage! If you have singed up for online giving,
you will not have any physical envelopes. Please
reach out to the Church Office if you give online
and also wish to also have a set of envelopes.

Easter Flower Order forms are now available. Follow the
instructions on the form. Please let us know if you have
any questions. Use this form or pick up one at church!

Easter Flower Orders 



SAVE OR SAVOR OUR WORLD?

Save the world or savor the world – do you
ever struggle with that question? Maybe it
should not be an either/or question because
it contains both/and possibilities. We are
more likely to save a world that we enjoy;
and we are more likely to enjoy a world that
we have helped to improve. It seems that
balance is the key: work and relax, healthy
meal and sweet dessert, work week and
sabbath weekend, save and savor. If we work
too many hours, we cannot enjoy the fruits
of our labor. If we spend too much time
simply savoring the world, we are unlikely to
have money to pay the bills. How do we plan
our life so that we can both save and savor?
How should we plan today?

When I was a child, my siblings and I received
a meager allowance. Over the course of
several childhood years, the allowance
drifted up from ten cents to fifty cents per
week. Unlike my siblings, one in particular, I
saved almost every penny that I was given.
Save, save, save! That was my motto because
I knew that one day I would have enough
money to buy something really special! Little
did I realize that all of my savings would be
swept away by my parents to purchase a
$47.95 metal swing set with two swings, a
slide, and a glider. 

BY LANNY WILSON

Healthy Spiritual Journey
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        “But I arise in the morning torn
between a desire to save the world
and an inclination to savor it. This
makes it hard to plan the day.”

                              - E.B. White                

I have no idea how much my six siblings were
able to contribute, but it was extremely painful
for me to have all of my savings used for a
purchase that was not part of my “special”
definition. Although I questioned my parents’
reasoning then and still do today, it turned out
to be a pretty good life-lesson for me. From
that experience, I learned that save and savor
are not mutually exclusive. I resumed saving
part of my weekly allowance, but started
savoring the world a bit more, and
developed a great appreciation for strawberry
ice cream on Sundays after Church.



Thanks to the work-ethic instilled in me on our small family
farm, the religious experiences that accompanied my
growing-up years, and the education with which I was
blessed, I feel a strong calling to help save the world. We
need peacemakers, healers, scientists, altruistic politicians,
servant leaders, educators, and engineers to save our
planet. In this regard, every human being, no matter what
our talents, has something valuable to offer. Together, we
can solve the earth’s many problems. Wars must cease! Love
will lead the way.
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“Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they
will be called children of
God.”  
                     - Matthew 5:9                

But while we are saving our world, let us still
enjoy it! There is enough on this good earth for all
of us to have life abundantly. Let us use our
resources wisely and not abuse them. Innovation,
creativity and human ingenuity have the capacity
to find solutions. We need leaders who can think
holistically, create sound economic policies, and
govern with the whole earth in mind. We have a
world full of neighbors and siblings, all children of
God. Let us save and savor the world. With God’s
help, we can do this right.

In God’s Love,

Lanny F. Wilson, MD

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:

     To find the lost,
     To heal the broken,
     To feed the hungry,
     To release the prisoner,
     To rebuild the nations,
     To bring the peace among the people,
     To make music in the heart. 

                                                      -Howard Thurman
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